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Y o u  h o ld  in  y o u r  h a n d s  th e  in a u g u r a l  c a m p a ig n  fo r  th e  

f ifth  e d it io n  o f  D u n g e o n s  &  D r a g o n s . W it h  W o l f g a n g  

B a u r  a n d  S t e v e  W in t e r  a t t h e  r e in s ,  y o u  a r e  in  g o o d  

h a n d s . T h e y  b o t h  h a v e  lo n g , s t o r ie d  h is t o r ie s  w it h  

D & D .  Hoard of the Dragon Queen r e f l e c t s  n o t  o n ly  th e ir  

v iv id  im a g in a t io n  a n d  c o m p e l l i n g  a d v e n t u r e  d e s ig n  

s k i l ls  b u t  a ls o  t h e ir  a b i li ty  t o  ju g g le  t h is  p r o je c t  w it h  a n  

e v e r -e v o lv in g  s e t  o f  c o r e  r u le s .  T h e  D & D  d e s ig n  t e a m  is  

in d e b t e d  to  t h e m  fo r  t h e ir  p a t ie n c e ,  in g e n u ity , a n d  h a r d  

w o r k  in  c r e a t in g  s u c h  a  g r e a t  c a m p a ig n  u n d e r  t o u g h  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

S p e a k i n g  o f  t h o s e  c o r e  r u le s ,  y o u  n e e d  o n ly  th e  b a s ic  

r u le s  a n d  t h e  Tyranny of Dragons o n l i n e  a p p e n d ix  to  

p la y  t h r o u g h  b o t h  t h is  a d v e n t u r e  a n d  its  s e q u e l ,  The 

Rise of Tiamat. B o t h  t h e  r u le s  a n d  t h e  a p p e n d ix  c a n  b e  

d o w n lo a d e d  fo r  f r e e  a t D u n g e o n s a n d D r a g o n s .c o m .

W it h  la u r e ls  p la c e d  w h e r e  t h e y  b e lo n g  a n d  th e  

r e s o u r c e s  y o u  n e e d  t o  e n jo y  t h is  c a m p a ig n  at y o u r  fin ­

g e r t ip s , p r o c e e d . G o o d  lu c k , a n d  g o o d  (d r a g o n )  h u n tin g !

M ik e  M e a r ls  
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I n t r o d u c t i o n

T
yranny of Dragons i s  a n  e p ic  s t o r y  t o ld  a c r o s s  

t w o  a d v e n t u r e  p r o d u c t s ,  o f  w h ic h  t h is  i s  t h e  first. 

C h a r a c t e r s  b e g in  a t 1st le v e l,  a n d  b y  t h e  e n d  o f  

Hoard of the Dragon Queen, t h e y  s h o u ld  b e  7 th  o r  8 th  

le v e l  a n d  r e a d y  t o  c o n t in u e  w it h  The Rise of Tiamat. T h e  

id e a l  p a r t y  s iz e  is  f o u r  c h a r a c t e r s .  I f  y o u r  g r o u p  is  la r g e r  

o r  s m a lle r ,  y o u  c a n  a d ju s t  t h e  a d v e n t u r e ’s  d if f ic u lt y  b y  

r e d u c in g  o r  i n c r e a s in g  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  e n e m ie s  p r e s e n t  

in  a  g iv e n  e n c o u n te r .

Tyranny of Dragons is  s e t  in  t h e  F o r g o t t e n  R e a lm s  o n  

F a e r u n ’s  w e s t e r n  s h o r e — t h e  S w o r d  C o a s t . A  th in  s tr ip  

o f  c iv i l iz a t io n  s t r e t c h e s  d o w n  t h is  c o a s t ,  w h e r e  w id e ly  

s p a c e d  c it ie s  a r e  a r r a n g e d  l ik e  b e a d s  o n  a  s tr in g . A  c o m ­

b in a t io n  o f  r o a d s  a n d  w a g o n  t r a c k s  l o o s e l y  c o n n e c t  th e  

c i t i e s  th a t s t r e t c h  fr o m  L u s k a n  in  th e  n o r t h  t o  C a l im p o r t  

in  t h e  s o u t h , p a s s in g  t h r o u g h  N e v e r w in t e r , W a t e r d e e p , 

B a ld u r ’s  G a te , a n d  o t h e r  g r e a t  p o r t s  a lo n g  t h e  w a y .

T h e  b u lk  o f  t h is  a d v e n t u r e  t a k e s  p la c e  o n  t h e  s tr e t c h  

b e t w e e n  B a ld u r ’s  G a te  a n d  N e v e rw in te r .

Adventure Supplements. Y o u  c a n  p la y  t h is  a d v e n tu r e  

w it h  ju s t  t h e  D u n g e o n s  &  D r a g o n s  b a s ic  r u le s  a n d  th e  

Tyranny of Dragons a p p e n d ix  o n l in e ,  w h ic h  c o n t a in s  

a ll t h e  m o n s t e r s  a n d  m a g ic  i te m s  n o t  d e s c r i b e d  in  t h is  

b o o k . B o t h  o f  t h e s e  s u p p le m e n t s  a r e  a v a i la b le  a s  f r e e  

d o w n lo a d s  o n  D u n g e o n s a n d D r a g o n s .c o m .

Character Advancement. A t  y o u r  o p t io n , y o u  c a n  u s e  

th e  m ile s t o n e  e x p e r ie n c e  ru le .  U n d e r  t h is  ru le ,  y o u  p ic k  

c e r t a in  e v e n ts  in  t h e  c a m p a ig n  th a t c a u s e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  

t o  le v e l  u p . In  Hoard of the Dragon Queen, th e  c h a r a c ­

t e r s  g a in  a  le v e l a ft e r  c o m p le t i n g  e a c h  e p is o d e  e x c e p t  

e p i s o d e  5.

B a c k g r o u n d

T h e  C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n  h a s  b e e n  a ct iv e  in  F a e r u n  fo r  

c e n t u r ie s .  It h a s  f o c u s e d  o n  m a k in g  u n d e a d  d r a g o n s  to  

fu l fil l a  p r o p h e c y  m o s t  o f  th a t t im e , b u t t h a t ’s  c h a n g in g .

D r a g o n  M a s k s

T h e  n e w  le a d e r  o f  t h e  c u lt  is  a  C a l is h it e  n a m e d  S e v e r in  

S i lr a j in ,  w h o  b e l ie v e s  th a t r e a l  d r a c o n ic  k n o w le d g e  

a n d  p o w e r  b e lo n g s  t o  l iv in g  d r a g o n s , n o t  u n d e a d  o n e s .  

S e v e r in ’s  a m b it io n  a m u s e d  T ia m a t , s o  s h e  r e v e a le d  th e  

e x is t e n c e  o f  fiv e  d r a g o n  m a s k s  t o  h im — o n e  fo r  e a c h  

c h r o m a t ic  d r a g o n  c o lo r .  In d iv id u a l ly , t h e s e  a n c ie n t  

m a s k s  a l l o w  w e a r e r s  t o  c o m m u n ic a t e  w it h  d r a g o n s . 

M o r e  im p o r ta n t ly ,  a  p e r s o n  w h o  is  e ru d it e  in  d r a c o n ic  

lo r e  b e c o m e s  a  w y r m s p e a k e r  w h ile  w e a r i n g  th e  m a s k , 

w h ic h  a l lo w s  t h e  w e a r e r  to  t h in k  l ik e  a d r a g o n , g a in  

fa v o r  a m o n g  d r a g o n s , a n d  s u b t ly  in f lu e n c e  t h e ir  b e h a v ­

ior . W h e n  a ll f iv e  a re  b r o u g h t  t o g e t h e r ,  t h e y  m a g ic a l ly  

m e r g e  in t o  a  s in g le  Mask of the Dragon Queen. W it h  th e  

a s s e m b le d  m a s k , th e  c u lt  c a n  r e l e a s e  T ia m a t  fr o m  h e r  

p r i s o n  in  th e  N in e  H e lls .

A ft e r  S e v e r in  (s u b t ly  g u id e d  b y  T ia m a t )  d is c o v e r e d  

th a t s e c r e t ,  h e  b e n t  a ll t h e  c u lt ’s  r e s o u r c e s  t o  f in d in g  

t h e  lo n g - lo s t  d r a g o n  m a s k s  in  t h e ir  s e c r e t  h id in g  p la c e s .  

W h e n  h e  r e c o v e r e d  t h e  r e d  m a s k , S e v e r in  b e c a m e  th e  

f ir s t  o f  th e  w y r m s p e a k e r s ,  b u t o t h e r s  s o o n  f o l l o w e d .

S e c r e t s

T h e  C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n  h a s  k e p t  s e c r e t  its  g o a l  to  b r in g  

T ia m a t  in to  t h e  w o r ld  t h u s  far. M a n y  k n o w  o f  t h e  c u lt ’s  

in c r e a s e d  a c t iv ity  a lo n g  th e  S w o r d  C o a s t ,  e s p e c ia l l y  in  

t h e  n o r t h , b u t  t h e  r e a s o n s  b e h in d  t h e  r e s u r g e n c e  a re  

u n k n o w n .

B e s id e s  h is  c u lt is ts ,  S e v e r in  h a s  f o r g e d  a n  a l l ia n c e  

w it h  a  s p l in te r  f a c t io n  o f  th e  R e d  W iz a r d s  o f  T h a y . T h is  

s m a ll  a n d  s e c r e t iv e  g r o u p , le d  b y  a n  o u t c a s t  n a m e d  

R a th  M o d a r , p lo t s  to  u n s e a t  t h e  l ic h  S z a s s  T a m  fr o m  

h is  p o s it io n  o v e r  th e  R e d  W iz a r d s .  R a th  b e l i e v e s  th a t  in  

e x c h a n g e  f o r  h is  h e lp  in  r e le a s in g  T ia m a t , s h e  w i l l  g r a n t  

h im  th e  p o w e r  h e  n e e d s  t o  o v e r t h r o w  S z a s s  T a m .

C u l t  O r g a n i z a t i o n

T h e  C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n  is  o r g a n iz e d  in  c e l ls ,  w h ic h  v a r y  

in  s iz e  f r o m  ju s t  a  h a n d fu l  o f  m e m b e r s  t o  s c o r e s .  L e a d ­

e r s  in  t h e  c u lt  a re  k n o w n  a s  W e a r e r s  o f  P u r p le ,  a n d  

t h e y  o u t r a n k  n o r m a l  c u lt is t s , b u t  n o  f o r m a l  g r a d e s  e x is t  

w it h in  t h e  r a n k s  o f  th e  W e a r e r s  o f  P u r p le .

A lt h o u g h  t h e  c u lt  u s e s  r e g a l ia  in  i ts  r itu a ls  a n d  its  

d is t a n t  c a m p s ,  m e m b e r s  w h o  o p e r a t e  in  p u b l ic  p la c e s  

d r e s s  a n d  a c t  n o  d if fe r e n tly  f r o m  a n y o n e  e ls e .

T h e  c u lt  is  n o t  a b o v e  h ir in g  m e r c e n a r ie s  w h e n  it h a s  

s p e c ia l  j o b s  t o  fu l fil l. I n d e e d , m a n y  o f  th e  “ c u l t is t s ”  th a t 

c h a r a c t e r s  e n c o u n t e r  in  t h e  fir s t  t h r e e  e p i s o d e s  o f  th is  

a d v e n t u r e  a r e  w o r k in g  f o r  pay.

O v e r v i e w

D u r in g  th e  t im e  c o v e r e d  b y  t h e  fir s t  h a l f  o f  t h is  a d v e n ­

t u re , t h e  c u lt  a lr e a d y  h a s  s e v e r a l  o f  t h e  fiv e  d r a g o n  

m a s k s . W h il e  t h e  c u lt  w o r k s  t o  g a in  m o r e , S e v e r in  

in it ia te s  th e  s e c o n d  p a r t  o f  h is  p la n  t o  r e l e a s e  T ia m a t : 

r e c r u i t in g  d r a g o n s  a n d  a s s e m b li n g  a  t r e a s u r e  h o a r d  

w o r t h y  o f  th e  q u e e n  o f  e v i l  d r a g o n s . T h e s e  e f fo r t s  d r a w  

th e  c h a r a c t e r s ’ a t te n t io n  to  th e  cu lt .

T h e  a c t io n  b e g in s  w h e n  a  t o w n  c o m e s  u n d e r  a t ta c k  

b y  a  d r a g o n  a n d  its  a l l ie s .  C h a r a c t e r s  c a n  in t e r v e n e  to  

s a v e  t o w n s f o lk ,  b u t n o t  b e f o r e  a t t a c k e r s  c a r r y  a w a y  a n  

im p o r t a n t  s c h o la r .  W h il e  r e s c u in g  th a t c a p t iv e  f r o m  th e  

r a id e r s ’ c a m p ,  c h a r a c t e r s  le a r n  t h e y  a re  u p  a g a in s t  th e  

C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n , a n d  t h e y  h a v e  th e  c h a n c e  to  d e s t r o y  

a  s u b t e r r a n e a n  d r a g o n  h a t c h e r y  th a t t h e  c u lt  g u a r d s .

T h e  h a t c h e r y  p r o v id e s  c lu e s  to  th e  c u l t ’s  o p e r a t io n  

a n d  s e n d s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  o n  a  l o n g  j o u r n e y  n o r th w a r d . 

D u r in g  th a t tr ip , t h e y  f a c e  t h r e a t s  f r o m  th e  c u lt  a n d  g a in  

s o m e  u n e x p e c t e d  a l l ie s  w it h in  t h e  Z h e n t a r im , a  s h a d ­

o w y  o r g a n iz a t io n  w i t h  a n  u n s a v o r y  h is to ry .  N o r t h  o f  

W a t e r d e e p , t h e  c u l t ’s  c o n t r a b a n d  is  o f f l o a d e d  at a s m u g ­

g le r ’s  d e n  fo r  s h ip m e n t  to  a  c a s t le  lo n g  a g o  a b a n d o n e d .

A  p o r t a l  b e n e a t h  t h e  t e m p le  c o n n e c t s  t o  t h e  s t r o n g ­

h o ld  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  c u lt ’s  m o s t  p o w e r f u l  a n d  m o s t  

d is g r u n t le d  m e m b e r s ,  T a lis  t h e  W h it e ,  w h o  c a n  b e c o m e  

e it h e r  a d e a d ly  e n e m y  o r  a c r u c i a l  c o l la b o r a t o r  t o  th e  

c h a r a c t e r s .  W it h  o r  w it h o u t  T a l i s ’s  h e lp , th e  c h a r a c t e r s  

m u s t  g e t  in t o  a  f ly in g  c i t a d e l  th a t a  c l o u d  g ia n t  p la c e d  at 

t h e  c u l t ’s  d is p o s a l  a n d  p r e v e n t  it f r o m  r e a c h in g  its  d e s t i ­

n a t io n  at t h e  W e ll  o f  D r a g o n s .



E p i s o d e  1: G r e e n e s t  i n  F l a m e s

T
h e  t o w n  o f  G r e e n e s t  w a s  f o u n d e d  b y  t h e  h a l f l in g  

D h a r v a  S c a t t e r h e a r t ,  a r o g u e  w h o  f a n c i e d  h e r s e l f  

th e  q u e e n  o f  t h e  G r e e n f ie ld s .  S c a t t e r h e a r t  p a s s e d  

a w a y  w it h o u t  e v e r  a c h ie v in g  th a t le v e l  o f  e m in e n c e ,  b u t  

h e r  t o w n  g r e w  in t o  a  t h r iv in g  c o m m u n it y .  Its  s u c c e s s  

is n ’t s u r p r is in g , s in c e  G r e e n e s t  is  t h e  o n ly  t o w n  o f  

a n y  s i z e  a s t r id e  t h e  U ld o o n  T r a i l, t h e  m o s t  d ir e c t  r o a d  

b e t w e e n  t h e  e a s t e r n  c it ie s  o f  th e  D r a g o n  C o a s t ,  C o r m y r , 

a n d  S e m b ia  w i t h  th e  C o a s t  W a y  r u n n in g  s o u t h  t o  th e  

g re a t  c i t i e s  o f  A m n , T eth y r , a n d  fa r  C a l im s h a n . T h e  

tr a d e  c a r a v a n s  th a t p a s s  t h r o u g h  G r e e n e s t  b r in g  g o ld  

t o  th e  t o w n ’s  m e r c h a n t s  a n d  c r a ft s f o lk ,  a n d  G o v e r n o r  

N ig h th il l  r u n s  t h e  t o w n  at t h e  b e h e s t  o f  t h e  in h a b ita n t s .

T h e  a d v e n t u r e r s  m ig h t  b e  o n  t h e  r o a d  fr o m  o n e  t o w n  

t o  a n o t h e r  o r  r e t u r n in g  t o  t h e ir  h o m e s  a ft e r  a  t r ip  a w ay . 

A lte r n a tiv e ly , t h e y  c o u l d  b e  a c c o m p a n y in g  a  m e r c h a n t  

o r  w e a lt h y  tr a v e le r  a s  b o d y g u a r d s .  M a n y  r e s t l e s s  y o u n g  

p e o p l e  o f  F a e r u n  h a v e  h a d  t h e ir  f ir s t  t a s t e  o f  tr a v e l  a n d  

a d v e n t u r e  a s  c a r a v a n  g u a r d s .

Y o u  c a n  a d a p t  Tyranny of Dragons t o  d if fe r e n t  r e g io n s  

o f  t h e  R e a lm s  o r  t o  a  d if fe r e n t  s e t t in g  w it h  a  b it  m o r e  

p r e p a r a t io n  o n  y o u r  p a r t .  C h a n g e  th e  n a m e s  a n d  l o c a ­

t io n s  t o  s u it  y o u r  c a m p a ig n .

C h a r a c t e r  H o o k s

T o  t ie  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ’ b a c k s t o r ie s  t o  th e  Tyranny of 

Dragons c a m p a ig n  m o r e  c lo s e ly ,  s e e  a p p e n d ix  A .

T h e  A p p r o a c h

A s  c h a r a c t e r s  a p p r o a c h  G r e e n e s t ,  t h e y  s e e  th a t  a  b lu e  

d r a g o n  a n d  its  C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n  a l l ie s  a r e  a t t a c k in g  

t h e  t o w n . T h e  c u lt is t s  s e e k  to  c o l l e c t  t r e a s u r e  th a t t h e y  

h o p e  to  p r e s e n t  t o  T ia m a t  u p o n  h e r  a rr iv a l  in  t h e  w o r ld .  

T h e  c u lt  h a s  a s s e m b le d  a  p o w e r f u l  f o r c e  f o r  t h is  r a id  b y  

g a t h e r in g  b a n d it s , k o b o ld s ,  s e l ls w o r d s ,  a n d  o t h e r  m e r ­

c e n a r y  t y p e s  in t o  a  s m a ll  a rm y . A  m o n k  n a m e d  L e o s in  

E r la n th a r  w a s  a ls o  in  t o w n . T h r o u g h  d il ig e n t  r e s e a r c h  

a n d  in t e r v ie w s  c o n d u c t e d  d u r in g  h is  t r a v e ls  b e t w e e n  

B e r d u s k  a n d  C a n d le k e e p ,  L e o s in  b e c a m e  c o n v in c e d  

th a t t h e  c u lt  is  e n g a g e d  in  a  b ig  o p e r a t io n , b u t  h e  d o e s n ’t 

y e t  k n o w  w h a t  it is . L e o s i n  u s e s  t h e  r a id  a s  a n  o p p o r t u ­

n it y  t o  in f ilt r a te  t h e  c u lt  s o  th a t h e  c a n  le a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  

t h e  c u l t ’s  p la n s .  H e  is  d is c o v e r e d  a n d  c a p t u r e d , h o w e v e r , 

a n d  n e e d s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ’ h e lp  to  e s c a p e  f r o m  ca p tiv ity .

C h a r a c t e r s  c a n  e n g a g e  in  s e v e r a l  e n c o u n t e r s  w h i le  

c u lt is t s  a n d  k o b o ld s  r a m p a g e  t h r o u g h  G r e e n e s t .



Fo r  t h e  p as t  sev e r a l  d ay s ,  yo u  h av e  b een  t r a v e l i n g  a r o ad  

t h a t  w in d s  l az i l y  ac r o s s  t h e  r o l l i n g  g r a ss la n d s  o f  t h e  

G r e e n f i e l d s .  Su n d o w n  is ap p r o a c h in g  w h e n  y o u  t o p  a 

r i se  an d  see  t h e  t o w n  o f  G r e e n e s t  j u s t  a f e w  s h o r t  m i l es  

aw ay.  Bu t  i n s t e ad  o f  t h e  p l e as a n t ,  w e l c o m i n g  t o w n  yo u  

e x p ec t e d ,  y o u  see c o lu m n s  o f  b l ack  sm o k e  r i s i n g  f r o m  

b u r n in g  b u i l d i n g s ,  r u n n in g  f i g u r es  t h a t  a r e  l i t t l e  m o r e  t h an  

d o t s  at  t h i s  d i s t a n c e ,  an d  a d ar k ,  w in g ed  s h a p e  w h e e l i n g  

l o w  o v e r  t h e  k eep  t h a t  r i ses  a b o v e  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  t o w n .  

G r e e n e s t  is b e in g  a t t a ck ed  b y a d r a g o n !

T h e  s e q u e n c e  o f  e v e n ts  th a t f o l l o w  is  u p  to  y o u  a n d  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r s .  Y o u  c a n  p r e s e n t  t h e m  w it h  a s  m a n y  

o f  th e  e n c o u n t e r s  a s  y o u  w a n t ,  in  a n y  o rd e r . T h e  o n ly  

e x c e p t io n  is  “ S e e k  t h e  K e e p ,” w h ic h  s h o u ld  b e  th e  f ir s t  

e n c o u n t e r  a fte r  c h a r a c t e r s  e n t e r  G r e e n e s t .

G e n e r a l  F e a t u r e s

T h e  s u n  h a s  s e t  b y  th e  t im e  c h a r a c t e r s  r e a c h  th e  e d g e  o f  

t o w n  ( th e  a r e a  s h o w n  o n  th e  G r e e n e s t  m a p ).

Light. B u r n in g  b u i ld i n g s  a n d  a  h a l f  m o o n  p r o v id e  

d im  l ig h t  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  t o w n . T h e  in s id e  o f  th e  k e e p  is  

b r ig h t ly  i l lu m in a te d .

Fires. T h e  c u lt is t s  t r ie d  t o  s e t  b u i ld in g s  a b la z e  a s  t h e y  

m o v e d  t h r o u g h  t o w n , b u t  th a t ch  is n ’t a s  f la m m a b le  a s  it 

lo o k s .  W h e n  c h a r a c t e r s  a rr iv e ,  m o s t  o f  th e  f la m e s  c o m e  

f r o m  h a y s t a c k s  a n d  b a r n s , n o t  f r o m  h o m e s  o r  s h o p s .

The Stream. T h e  s t r e a m  th a t f lo w s  p a s t  G r e e n e s t  is  

s h a l lo w  (s e ld o m  m o r e  t h a n  3  fe e t  d e e p )  w i t h  a  g r a v e l  

b o t t o m , s o  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  m o v e  a lo n g  it w it h o u t  d if fi ­

cu lty . W h e r e  th e  b a n k s  a re  c le a r ,  t h e  s t r e a m  is  e a s y  to  

g e t  in t o  o r  o u t  o f . B r u s h  b y  th e  s t r e a m  is  d e n s e ,  a n d  th e  

b a n k s  a r e  s t e e p  w h e r e  b r u s h  g r o w s . C h a r a c t e r s  c a n  

m o v e  o n ly  5  fe e t  p e r  t u r n  t h r o u g h  th e  b r u s h .

I m p o r t a n t  C h a r a c t e r s

Governor Nighthill. T h e  m a n  w h o  r u n s  G r e e n e s t  

is  T a r b a w  N ig h th i ll , a  h u m a n  m a le  o f  s ix t y  y e a r s .  I f  

c h a r a c t e r s  a s k  w h o ’s  in  c h a r g e , t h e y  a r e  d ir e c t e d  to  

N ig h th i ll . H e  is  p a c in g  a to p  t h e  p a r a p e t  o f  th e  k e e p  

w h e n  t h e  s k y  is  c le a r ,  o r  in s id e  th e  k e e p  i f  t h e  d r a g o n  is  

a tt a c k in g . I f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  d o n ’t s e e k  o u t  th e  g o v e r n o r  

w h e n  t h e y  r e a c h  t h e  k e e p , h e  f in d s  t h e m . E ith e r  w a y , 

N ig h th il l  w e l c o m e s  t h e m  a n d  t a k e s  t h e m  t o  t h e  p a r a p e t .  

F r o m  t h e r e , t h e y  h a v e  th e  b e s t  v i e w  o f  G r e e n e s t .

T h e  r ig h t  s id e  o f  N ig h t h il l ’s  f a c e  a n d  h e a d  a re  b a n ­

d a g e d , h is  r ig h t  a r m  h a n g s  in  a  s l in g , a n d  h is  l ig h t  b lu e  

t u n ic  is  s t a in e d  w it h  h is  o w n  b lo o d . H e  r e c e iv e d  t h e s e

S t o l e n  T r e a s u r e

T h e  cu l t i s t s  an d  t h e i r  k o b o ld  l ack eys ar e in  t h e  m id s t  o f  

l o o t i n g  G r e e n e s t  an d  co l l ec t i n g  t h e  sp o i l s  f o r  t r a n sp o r t  b ack  

t o  t h e i r  c am p  (see  ep i s o d e  2 ). A n y  m ar a u d in g  g r o u p  t h a t  t h e  

p ar t y  en c o u n t e r s  h as a 50  p e r c en t  c h an ce  o f  h av in g  s t o l en  

t r e as u r e  in  i t s p o ss es s i o n .  Ro l l  a d 6  an d  m u l t i p l y  t h e  r esu l t  

by 10 t o  d e t e r m in e  t h e  t o t a l  v a l u e  o f  t h e  s t o len  i t em s ,  in  g o ld  

p i eces (g p ).

w o u n d s  d u r in g  th e  e a r ly  s t a g e s  o f  th e  a tt a c k  a n d  h a s n ’t 

s p a r e d  t h e  t im e  fo r  m o r e  t h a n  c u r s o r y  fir s t  a id .

Castellan Escobert the Red. E s c o b e r t  is  a  s h ie ld  

d w a r f  w it h  k n o t t e d , t a n g le d , b r ig h t  r e d  h a ir . A s  m a s t e r  

o f  th e  k e e p , E s c o b e r t  is  in  c h a r g e  o f  its  d e fe n s e  a n d  is  

th e  b e s t  s o u r c e  o f  in f o r m a t io n  o n  th e  t u n n e l  a n d  th e  

s a l ly  p o r t  ( s e e  “ T h e  O ld  T u n n e l” a n d  “ T h e  S a l ly  P o r t ” 

b e lo w ) .  H e  c a r r ie s  a n  e n o r m o u s  r in g  o f  ir o n  a n d  b r a s s  

k e y s  to  t h e  m a n y  l o c k s  in  t h e  k e e p .

W a n d e r i n g  E n c o u n t e r s

T h e  s t r e e t s  o f  G r e e n e s t  a re  o v e r r u n  b y  f o r c e s  c o n s is t i n g  

o f  cultists a n d  acolytes a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  m o n s t r o u s  

a l l ie s : kobolds w it h  ambush drakes ( s e e  a p p e n d ix  B ) 

a n d  giant lizards. T h e s e  r a id e r s  m o v e  t h r o u g h  t o w n  

w it h o u t  fe a r , p i l la g in g  a s  t h e y  g o .  A s  c h a r a c t e r s  tra v e l 

t h r o u g h  t h e  e m b a t t le d  v i lla g e , t h e y  c a n  r u n  in t o  r a id e r s  

a n d  t o w n s f o lk .  U s e  t h e s e  g u id e l in e s  t o  d e t e r m in e  i f  

c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  a n  e n co u n t e r .

I f  c h a r a c t e r s  u s e  c o v e r  a n d  s te a lth  t o  a v o id  e n c o u n ­

te r s , h a v e  e a c h  c h a r a c t e r  a t te m p t  a  D C  10  D e x t e r it y  

(S t e a lt h )  c h e c k . F o r  e v e r y  t w o  in d iv id u a l  c h e c k s  th a t 

fa il, t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  o n e  e n c o u n t e r  o n  t h e  w a y  to  

th e ir  d e s t in a t io n . R o l l  a  d 8  o n  th e  E p is o d e  1 E n c o u n t e r s  

ta b le  to  d e t e r m in e  e a c h  e n c o u n t e r .  I f  c h a r a c t e r s  u s e  t h e  

s t r e a m  b e d  fo r  c o v e r  f o r  m o s t  o f  th e  tr ip , t h e s e  c h a r a c ­

te rs  h a v e  a d v a n t a g e  o n  t h e ir  D e x t e r it y  c h e c k s .

I f  c h a r a c t e r s  d o n ’t u s e  c o v e r  a n d  s t e a lt h  t o  a v o id  

e n c o u n t e r s ,  r o l l  a  d 8  fo r  e v e r y  1 0 0  fe e t  t h e y  m o v e  in  

t o w n . I f  t h e  r o l l  is  4  o r  lo w e r ,  t h e y  d id n ’t a t tra c t  a tte n ­

t io n  w it h  th a t m o v e . I f  t h e  r o l l  is  5  o r  h ig h e r , t h e y  r u n  

in t o  s o m e t h in g ; r o l l  a  d 8  a g a in  a n d  c h e c k  t h e  E p is o d e  1 

E n c o u n t e r s  ta b le  to  s e e  w h a t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  m e e t .

E p i s o d e  1 E n c o u n t e r s

d 8 En c o u n t e r

1 6 k o b o ld s

2 3 k o b o ld s  an d  1 am b u sh  d r ak e  (see  ap p e n d i x  B)

3 6 cu l t i s t s

4 4  c u l t i s t s  an d  1 g u ar d

5 2 c u l t i s t s  an d  1 a c o l y t e *

6 3 g u ar d s  an d  1 a c o l y t e *

7 1d 6  t o w n s f o l k  b e in g  h u n t e d  b y r a i d e r s  (r o l l  a d 6  t o

d e t e r m i n e  t h e  r a i d i n g  g r o u p )

8 1d 6  t o w n s f o l k  h i d i n g

*  A c o l y t e s  h av e command p r e p ar ed  i n s t e ad  o f  sanctuary.

M o s t  o f  t h e  c u lt is t s ,  g u a r d s ,  a n d  a c o ly t e s  a r e  h u m a n .

A t  y o u r  o p t io n , y o u  c a n  in c lu d e  a  f e w  d w a r v e s ,  h a l f - 

e lv e s ,  h a l f -o r c s ,  o r  h a l f l in g s  w it h o u t  a lt e r in g  a n y  g a m e  

s t a t is t ic s .

S e e k  t h e  K e e p

C h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  r a n d o m  e n c o u n t e r s  w it h  r a id e r s  w h e n  

t h e y  e n te r  G r e e n e s t ,  b u t  t h is  o n e  s h o u ld  b e  t h e ir  fir s t  

m is s i o n  o f  t h e  e p is o d e . It b e g in s  w h e n  a  t e r r i f ie d  h u m a n  

fa m ily  (fa th er , m o th e r ,  a n d  t h r e e  y o u n g  c h i ld r e n )  d a s h  

a c r o s s  t h e ir  p a th , h o u n d e d  b y  e ig h t  kobolds.



W i t h o u t  w a r n i n g ,  f i v e  h u m a n s  d a s h  o u t  f r o m  b e t w e e n  t w o  

b u i l d i n g s  o n  y o u r  l e f t .  A  l i m p in g  m an  an d  t h r e e  y o u n g  

c h i l d r e n  r ace  ac r o s s  t h e  s t r e e t  i n t o  m o r e  s h a d o w s ,  an d  a 

w o m a n  c a r r y i n g  a r o u n d  sh i e l d  an d  a b r o k en  sp e a r  t u r n s  

an d  f a ces  b ack  in  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e y  ca m e .

Eig h t  k o b o ld s  s t r e am  o u t  o f  t h e  a l l ey  o n  t h e  f a m i l y ’ s h ee l s  

an d  f an  o u t  a r o u n d  t h e  w o m a n ,  w h o  l o o k s  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  

d e la y  t h e  c r e a t u r e s  f o r  as  l o n g  as p o ss ib l e .

T h e  w o m a n  is  L in a n  S w if t ,  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d  is  C u th . 

L in a n  is  a  commoner b u t  w it h  8  h it p o in t s .  H e r  a tta c k  

w it h  th e  s p e a r  is  + 2  to  h it  f o r  1d 6  p ie r c i n g  d a m a g e . H e r  

h u s b a n d  is  d o w n  to  2  h it p o in t s  f r o m  a n  e a r l ie r  figh t.

T h e  c h i ld r e n  m o v e  at s p e e d  2 0 . T h e y  c a n  b e  c a r r ie d , b u t  

a  c h a r a c t e r  c a r r y in g  a  c h i ld  h a s  d is a d v a n t a g e  o n  a tta c k  

r o l ls  a n d  c a n n o t  w ie ld  a  t w o -h a n d e d  w e a p o n .

U n le s s  c h a r a c t e r s  in t e r fe r e ,  t h e  k o b o ld s  a s s u m e  th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  a re  c u lt is t s  a n d  ig n o r e  t h e m  to  c o n c e n t r a t e  

o n  k i l l in g  th e  w o m a n  f ir st , h e r  fa m ily  s e c o n d . A s s u m in g  

c h a r a c t e r s  in t e r v e n e  a n d  s a v e  t h e  fa m ily , L in a n  e x p la in s  

th a t t h e y  m u s t  m a k e  t h e ir  w a y  t o  t h e  k e e p  (at a r e a  1); i t ’s  

t h e  o n ly  s a f e  p la c e  in  G r e e n e s t .  T h e  r a id e r s  h a v e n ’t  s e t  

u p  a n  e f fe c t iv e  c o r d o n  a r o u n d  th e  k e e p , s o  i t ’s  s t il l p o s s i ­

b le  t o  m o v e  t h r o u g h  t h e  f r o n t  g a te — b u t  n o t  fo r  lo n g .

T o  r e a c h  th e  k e e p , th e  c h a r a c t e r s  m u s t m a k e  it p a s t  

t h r e e  g r o u p s  o f  r a id e r s .  A  g r o u p  c o n s i s t s  o f  1d 6  kobolds 

a n d  1d 4  cultists. I f  th e  g r o u p  c o n t a in s  s ix  k o b o ld s ,  o n e  

is  a  winged kobold (urd).

C h a r a c t e r s  c a n  f ig h t  t h e s e  e n e m ie s ,  s n e a k  p a s t  th e m , 

r e t r e a t  t o  a v o id  t h e m  e n tire ly , o r  t r y  s o m e t h in g  c le v e r  

s u c h  a s  b lu f fin g . I f  t h e y  fig h t, r u n  t h e  c o m b a t  n o r m a lly .  

W h e n  e n e m ie s  m u s t  m a k e  a  c h e c k  t o  n o t ic e  s n e a k in g  o r  

b lu f fin g , m a k e  a  c h e c k  w i t h  a d v a n ta g e  fo r  t h e  g ro u p .

E a c h  t im e  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  r e tr e a t  f r o m  a n  e n e m y  

g r o u p  to  a v o id  it, th e y  r u n  in to  d 6  m o r e  t o w n s f o lk  w h o  

a r e  t r y in g  to  r e a c h  t h e  k e e p . F o r  e v e r y  fo u r  a d d it io n a l  

t o w n s f o lk  in  to w , th e  g r o u p  m u s t  m o v e  p a s t  o n e  m o r e  

e n e m y  g r o u p  t o  r e a c h  t h e  k e e p .

A t  t h e  k e e p , t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  t h e  la s t  g r o u p  t h r o u g h  

t h e  g a te  b e f o r e  it is  c l o s e d  a n d  b a r r e d . A ft e r  c h a r a c t e r s  

e n t e r  t h e  k e e p ,  r a id e r s  e n c i r c le  it in  i n c r e a s in g  n u m b e r s .

Rewards. B e s i d e s  e a r n in g  e x p e r ie n c e  p o in t s  ( X P )  fo r  

r a id e r s  f o u g h t  o n  t h e  w a y  t o  t h e  k e e p , c h a r a c t e r s  e a r n  a  

b o n u s  o f  5 0  X P  p e r  n o n p la y e r  c h a r a c t e r  ( N P C )  b r o u g h t  

a liv e  in to  th e  k e e p . D iv id e  t h is  b o n u s  e q u a l ly  a m o n g  th e  

p a r t y  m e m b e r s .

M i s s i o n s

E v e n t s  in  G r e e n e s t  a re  d iv id e d  in t o  m is s i o n s .  M is s i o n s  

d o n ’t n e e d  t o  in v o lv e  c o m b a t ,  b u t  m o s t  d o .

T h e  c h a r a c t e r s  r e a c h  t h e  t o w n  at s u n d o w n , o r  a b o u t  

9  p .m . T h e  s u n  c o m e s  u p  a g a in  at 6  a .m . th e  n e x t  m o r n ­

in g , b u t  t h e  la s t  o f  t h e  r a id e r s  a re  g o n e  b y  4  a .m .

F o r  t im e -k e e p in g  p u r p o s e s ,  a s s u m e  th a t e a c h  m is s io n  

t a k e s  a n  h o u r .  T im e  d u r in g  th e  h o u r  th a t is n ’t s p e n t  

f ig h t in g  o r  s l ip p in g  t h r o u g h  t o w n  is  s p e n t  t e n d in g  g e a r , 

b a n d a g in g  m in o r  w o u n d s ,  p a t r o l l in g  t h e  k e e p ’s  w a l ls ,  

b r ie f in g  N ig h th i ll  o n  t h e  s itu a t io n , a n d  o t h e r  m u n d a n e  

t a s k s .  I f  c h a r a c t e r s  t a k e  a  s h o r t  r e s t , t h e y  c a n ’t u n d e r ­

t a k e  a n y  o t h e r  m is s io n  th a t  h o u r .

I f  p la y e r s  n e e d  g u id a n c e ,  G o v e r n o r  N ig h th il l  c a n  g iv e  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a  q u i c k  b r ie f in g  o n  t h e  t a c t ic a l  s itu a t io n . 

T h e  r a id e r s  h a v e  i s o la t e d  th e  k e e p  f r o m  t h e  t o w n  w it h  

e n c i r c l i n g  g r o u p s  o f  g u a r d s ,  b u t  t h e y  h a v e n ’t  o r g a n iz e d  

a n  a tta c k . N ig h th il l  t h in k s  th e  r a id e r s  d o n ’t in t e n d  to  

a t ta c k  t h e  k e e p ; t h e y  s e e m  in t e r e s t e d  o n ly  in  lo o t .  T h e  

r e a l  d a n g e r  is  to  th e  t o w n  a n d  t o  t h o s e  p e o p l e  w h o  d id n ’t 

m a k e  it in to  t h e  k e e p  b e fo r e  it w a s  c u t  o f f. N ig h th i ll  

w a n t s  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  t o  s lip  b a c k  in to  th e  t o w n  a n d  h e lp  

p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  c u t  o f f  o r  h a r a s s  t h e  r a id e r s .  A  s te a lth y  

g r o u p  c a n  m a k e  it o u t  o f  t h e  k e e p  a n d  b a c k  in  a g a in  

w it h o u t  d r a w in g  th e  r a id e r s ’ a tte n tio n .

T h e  O l d  T u n n e l

A  n a r r o w  t u n n e l  r u n s  f r o m  th e  c e l la r  b e n e a t h  t h e  k e e p  

to  t h e  b a n k  o f  th e  s t r e a m  (a r e a  2 ). T h e  t u n n e l  is  w i d e  

e n o u g h  t o  a l l o w  w a r r io r s  t o  p a s s  t h r o u g h  it in  s in g le  file . 

In  t h e  k e e p , t h e  t u n n e l  is  s e a le d  w it h  a  l o c k e d  i r o n b o u n d  

d o o r ,  a n d  t h e  s t r e a m  e x it  is  c o v e r e d  w it h  a  l o c k e d  ir o n  

g r a te  m a d e  t o  l o o k  l ik e  a  s e w e r  o u t le t .  T h e  t u n n e l ’s  m a in  

f u n c t io n  w a s  a s  a  s e c r e t  m e a n s  o f  c o l l e c t i n g  w a t e r  f r o m  

t h e  s t r e a m  d u r in g  a  s ie g e ,  b u t  it c a n  d o u b le  a s  a  s a l ly  

p o r t .  S i n c e  t h e  k e e p  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  b e s ie g e d , th e  o ld  

t u n n e l  h a s  n e v e r  b e e n  u s e d . B a r r e l s  a n d  c r a t e s  a r e  p i le d  

in  f r o n t  o f  t h e  d o o r .  T h e  k e y s  fo r  th e  l o c k s  a r e  o n  th e  

r in g  th a t E s c o b e r t  c a r r ie s  w it h  h im  e v e r y w h e r e .

A t  s o m e  p o in t ,  E s c o b e r t  r e c o m m e n d s  t h e  t u n n e l  a s  a 

m e a n s  o f  s n e a k in g  t o w n s fo lk  in t o  th e  k e e p  w it h o u t  r u n ­

n in g  t h e  g a u n tle t  o f  a t t a c k e r s  w a t c h in g  t h e  g a te s .

Locks. C h a r a c t e r s  c a n  c le a r  th e  c e l la r  d o o r  w it h  a  f e w  

m in u t e s ’ w o r k . T h e  l o c k  is  s t i f f  b u t  o p e n s  w it h  th e  k e y ; 

w it h o u t  t h e  k ey , t h e  c h a r a c t e r  c a n  o p e n  t h e  l o c k  w it h  a 

s u c c e s s f u l  D C  10  D e x t e r it y  c h e c k  a n d  a  s e t  o f  t h ie v e s ’ 

t o o ls .  T h e  d is u s e d  t u n n e l  is  c h o k e d  w it h  w e b s  b u t  is  o t h ­

e r w is e  c le a r .  A  f e w  y a r d s  in s id e  th e  s t r e a m  e n d  is  a  n e s t  

o f  t w o  swarms of rats. T h e  ra ts  a t ta c k  w h e n  d is t u r b e d , 

a n d  th e  s u r v iv in g  r a ts  f le e  w h e n  h a l f  th e ir  n u m b e r  d ie .

Y e a r s  o f  e x p o s u r e  a n d  n e g le c t  h a v e  c o r r o d e d  th e  lo c k  

o n  t h e  e x it  g r a te . E v e n  w it h  t h e  k ey , a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  10  

D e x t e r it y  c h e c k  is  n e e d e d  t o  o p e n  t h e  lo c k . W it h o u t  t h e  

k ey , th e  D C  in c r e a s e s  t o  2 0 . I f  t h e  r o l l  m i s s e s  b y  5  o r  

m o r e ,  t h e  k e y  o r  t h i e v e s ’ t o o l s  b r e a k  o f f  in  t h e  l o c k  s o  

th a t u n lo c k in g  it b e c o m e s  im p o s s ib le .  T h e n  o n ly  a  s u c ­

c e s s f u l  D C  15  S t r e n g t h  c h e c k  c a n  f o r c e  t h e  g r a t e  o p e n .

Foes. A  g r o u p  o f  c u lt is ts  is  s e a r c h in g  t h e  s t r e a m  

b a n k s  fo r  h id in g  t o w n s fo lk  w h e n  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  e m e r g e  

fr o m  th e  t u n n e l. I f  c h a r a c t e r s  o p e n  th e  l o c k  w it h  th e  

k e y  o r  w it h  t h ie v e s ’ t o o l s ,  th e  fir s t  o n e  to  e x it  n o t ic e s  th e  

r a id e r s  a p p r o a c h i n g  w it h o u t  b e in g  s p o t t e d  in  r e t u r n ; 

th e  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  k e e p  o u t  o f  s ig h t  in  t h e  t u n n e l o r  try  

t o  a m b u s h  t h e  r a id e r s  a ft e r  t h e y  p a s s .  I f  th e  c h e c k  fa ils , 

th e  r a id e r s  s p o t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r ;  r o l l  in it ia tiv e  a n d  p r o c e e d  

w it h  c o m b a t .  I f  th e  g r a te  h a d  to  b e  b r o k e n  o p e n  w ith  

a  S t r e n g t h  c h e c k , th e  r a id e r s  h e a r  t h e  n o is e  a n d  fin d  

c o v e r ;  th e y  w a it  fo r  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  to  e x it  t h e  t u n n e l, t h e n  

g a in  a  s u r p r is e  r o u n d . T h e  r a id e r s ’ g r o u p  c o n s i s t s  o f  

t w o  cultists a n d  s ix  kobolds. I f  a n y  c u lt is t s  a re  s t il l a liv e  

at th e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  fo u r t h  r o u n d  o f  th e  fig h t, o n e  o f  

t h e m  r u n s  t o  fe tc h  h e lp . T e n  m in u t e s  la ter, t w o  cultists, 

te n  kobolds, a n d  o n e  ambush drake ( s e e  a p p e n d ix  B ) 

a r r iv e  to  g u a r d  th e  t u n n e l.



Rewards. A w a r d  s t a n d a r d  X P  f o r  d e fe a t e d  f o e s .  A s id e  

fr o m  th a t, th e  c h i e f  r e w a r d  f o r  t h is  m is s i o n  is  th e  t u n n e l 

its e l f . A s  l o n g  a s  it r e m a in s  s e c r e t ,  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  u s e  

it t o  e n te r  a n d  e x it  t h e  k e e p  s a fe ly . E a c h  t im e  th e y  u s e  

t h e  t u n n e l  e x it , r o l l  a  d 6 . O n  a  r o l l  o f  1, r a id e r s  s e e  a n d  

a t ta c k  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  (u s e  t h e  E p is o d e  1 E n c o u n t e r s  

ta b le ). O n  a  r o l l  o f  2 , t h e y  a re  s e e n  b u t  n o t  a tta c k e d . 

I n s te a d , t h e  r a id e r s  s e t  a n  a m b u s h  a n d  a t ta c k  t h e  n e x t  

t im e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  t u n n e l  e x it .

T h e  Sa l l y  P o r t

T h e  k e e p  h a s  a  s a l ly  p o r t  a lo n g  t h e  w e s t  w a l l  fo r  c o u n ­

t e r a t ta c k in g  f o e s  w h o  b r in g  a  b a t t e r in g  r a m  a g a in s t  th e  

g a te s .  D u r in g  th e  n ig h t  w h ile  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  in  t h e  k e e p , 

r a id e r s  a p p r o a c h  t h e  o ld  g a te , f o r c e  it o p e n , a n d  r u s h  

t h r o u g h . E s c o b e r t  d is c o v e r s  t h e m  a n d  r a c e s  in to  th e  

c o u r t y a r d  t o  s o u n d  t h e  a la r m  a h e a d  o f  t h e  in f ilt r a to r s .

E n o u g h  d e fe n d e r s  a r e  a v a i la b le  t o  d e a l  w it h  th e  im m e ­

d ia te  th re a t  f r o m  r a id e r s  l o o s e  in  th e  k e e p , s in c e  i t ’s  

m o r e  a  p r o b e  th a t g o t  o u t  o f  h a n d  r a t h e r  t h a n  a  fu l l -s c a le  

a s s a u lt .  E s c o b e r t  is  m o s t  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  r e s e a l i n g  th e  

s a l ly  p o r t ,  a n d  h e  s e e k s  o u t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  f o r  th a t j o b .

T o  s e c u r e  th e  s a l ly  p o r t ,  c h a r a c t e r s  m u s t  b a tt le  

t h r o u g h  t w o  g r o u p s  o f  fo e s .  T h e  first fig h t o c c u r s  a g a in s t  

o n e  acolyte, fo u r  kobolds, a n d  o n e  ambush drake 

( s e e  a p p e n d ix  B ), w h ic h  a r e  g u a r d in g  th e  s a l ly  p o r t ’s  

1 0 - fo o t -b y -2 0 -fo o t  r e a d y  r o o m  a g a in s t  e x a c t ly  t h is  ty p e  

o f  c o u n t e r a t t a c k . A ft e r  c h a r a c t e r s  s e iz e  th e  r o o m , th e y  

d is c o v e r  th a t th e  d o o r  is  h e a v i ly  d a m a g e d . T h e  fa s te s t  

r e p a ir  is  w it h  fiv e  c a s t in g s  o f  mending (ta k in g  five  m in ­

u te s ). I f  n o n e  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  d o  t h is , a n  N P C  in  th e  

k e e p  k n o w s  th e  c a n tr ip .  S o m e o n e  m u s t f in d  a n d  fe tc h  

h e r  to  th e  r e a d y  r o o m .

B e fo r e  th e  d o o r  c a n  b e  r e p a ir e d , a s e c o n d  g r o u p  o f  

r a id e r s  c o n s is t in g  o f  o n e  guard, t h r e e  cultists, a n d  fo u r  

kobolds a tta c k s .  T h e s e  f o e s  c a n  c o m e  fr o m  o u ts id e  th e  

k e e p , o r  th e y  m ig h t  b e  a  g r o u p  o f  in f iltr a to r s  t r y in g  to  

f ig h t its  w a y  b a c k  o u t s id e . I f  c h a r a c t e r s  b a r r ic a d e  th e  

d o o r  w it h  b a r r e l s  o r  o t h e r  h e a v y  o b je c t s  w h ile  a w a it in g  

r e p a ir s ,  th e y  m ig h t  h o ld  o f f  a tt a c k e r s  u n til t h e  r e p a ir s  

a re  f in is h e d  a n d  a v o id  th is  f ig h t en tire ly .

Rewards. A w a r d  s t a n d a r d  X P  f o r  d e fe a t e d  fo e s .

D r a g o n  A t t a c k

T h e  adult blue dragon L e n n it h o n  a c c o m p a n ie d  t h is  

r a id  b u t  is  n o t  a n  e n t h u s ia s t ic  p a r t ic ip a n t .  Its  c h ie f  

c o n t r ib u t io n  h a s  b e e n  i ts  F r ig h t fu l P r e s e n c e ,  b u t  th a t 

b e c o m e s  l e s s  e f fe c t iv e  a s  t h e  n ig h t  w e a r s  o n  a n d  d e f e n d ­

e r s  o v e r c o m e  t h e ir  fe a r . S h o r t ly  b e fo r e  m id n ig h t ,  th e  

d r a g o n  la u n c h e s  a  f in a l a s s a u lt  a g a in s t  th e  c ita d e l.  

F r u la m  M o n d a t h  o r d e r s  t h e  a tta c k , k n o w in g  th a t th e  

a d v e n t u r e r s  a re  in  t h e  k e e p  at t h e  t im e . L e n n it h o n

d o e s n ’t c o n s id e r  t h is  t o  b e  i ts  figh t, a n d  it is n ’t k e e n  o n  

t a n g l in g  w i t h  a d v e n t u r e rs  fo r  a n o t h e r ’s  b e n e f it .

D u r in g  th is  a tta ck , L e n n i t h o n  f l ie s  o v e r  th e  k e e p  a n d  

u s e s  h is  b r e a t h  w e a p o n  w it h o u t  m o v i n g  c l o s e r  t h a n  2 5  

fe e t  f r o m  th e  p a r a p e t . T h e  d e fe n d e r s  o n  th e  w a lls  h a v e  

m a s t e r e d  t h e ir  fe a r  o f  th e  d r a g o n ’s  F r ig h t fu l  P r e s e n c e  

f r o m  e a r l ie r  a tta c k s .  T h e r e  a re  tw e n ty  N P C  d e fe n d e r s  o n  

th e  w a lls  a t th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e  m is s io n , a n d  m o r e  c a n  

a r r iv e  b e t w e e n  a tta c k s  to  ta k e  t h e  p la c e  o f  t h o s e  w h o  

fa ll. T h e  d r a g o n  d o e s n ’t ta rg e t  th e  a d v e n tu r e s  at first, 

a n d  e v e r y  b re a th  a t ta c k  n o t  d ir e c t e d  at t h e m  k i l ls  1d 4  

N P C  d e fe n d e r s  a n d  in ju r e s  1d 6  m o r e . A d v e n t u r e r s  w h o  

h a p p e n  t o  g e t  c a u g h t  in  th e  a re a  m a k e  n o r m a l  s a v in g  

t h r o w s  a n d  ta k e  s t a n d a r d  d a m a g e . T h e  N P C s ’ a tta c k s  

a re  in e f fe c t iv e  a g a in s t  L e n n it h o n . B e a r  in  m in d  th a t th e  

d r a g o n ’s  b re a th  w e a p o n  w il l  k il l a  1s t-le v e l c h a r a c t e r  o u t­

r ig h t, s o  b e  s u r e  to  d e m o n s t r a t e  its  d e s tr u c t iv e  p o w e r  to  

th e  p la y e r s  b e f o r e  tu r n in g  th e  d r a g o n  a g a in s t  th e  p a rty .

A ft e r  e a c h  a tta ck , L e n n i t h o n  s w o o p s  a w a y  u n til  h is  

b re a t h  w e a p o n  r e c h a r g e s ,  th e n  s w in g s  in  f o r  a n o t h e r  

a tta c k . H e  r e p e a t s  t h is  p a t te rn  u n til  it h a s  t a k e n  2 4  

d a m a g e  o r  m o r e ,  o r  a  s in g le  c r it ic a l  h it. A ft e r  th a t h a p ­

p e n s , L e n n it h o n  le a v e s  fo r  g o o d .

Rewards. C h a r a c t e r s  e a r n  5 0  X P  e a c h  f o r  d r iv in g  

a w a y  L e n n it h o n , b u t  r e d u c e  th a t a w a r d  t o  2 5  X P  i f  10  o r  

m o r e  d e fe n d e r s  w e r e  k i l le d  d u r in g  t h e  a tta ck .

P r i s o n e r s

G o v e r n o r  N ig h th il l  w o u ld  l ik e  to  in t e r r o g a te  s o m e  o f  th e  

r a id e r s .

“ I ’d  g i v e  a n y t h i n g  t o  k n o w  w h a t  w e ’ re u p  ag a in s t ,  an d  w h y .  

Fo r  t h a t ,  w e  n eed  p r i s o n e r s .  A  c o m m a n d e r ,  ev en  a low -  

r a n k in g  o n e , is b e s t . ”

I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e n ’t r u n  in t o  a n y  c u lt  l e a d e r s  y e t, 

N ig h t h i l l  t a k e s  t h e m  o n t o  t h e  p a r a p e t  a n d  p o in t s  o u t  

w h a t  h e  m e a n s . T h is  is  a n  id e a l  t im e  f o r  e v e r y o n e  to  

c a t c h  a  g l im p s e  o f  Frulam Mondath ( s e e  a p p e n d ix  B )  

in  h e r  p u r p le  r o b e s ,  a c c o m p a n i e d  b y  a  d o z e n  g u a r d s .  

E v e n  t h e  g o v e r n o r  c a u t i o n s  c h a r a c t e r s  a g a in s t  a t t a c k ­

in g  s u c h  a  f o r m id a b le  f o r c e ,  e s p e c ia l l y  w h e n  a n y  

lo w e r - le v e l  o f f i c e r  c a n  a n s w e r  h is  q u e s t i o n s .

L e a v in g  t h e  k e e p  t h r o u g h  t h e  fro n t  g a te  is  o u t o f  th e  

q u e s t io n . B y  n o w , t o o  m a n y  r a id e r s  a r e  w a t c h in g  it, a n d  

t h e y  w o u ld  ju m p  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  a s  s o o n  a s  t h e y  m o v e d  

a w a y  fr o m  t h e  k e e p . O t h e r  o p t i o n s  a re  w a it in g  f o r  a 

c l o u d  to  c o v e r  th e  m o o n  b e f o r e  c l im b in g  d o w n  r o p e s  

t o s s e d  o v e r  th e  b a c k  w a ll  o f  t h e  k e e p , o r  u s in g  t h e  o ld  

t u n n e l  th a t e x it s  in to  t h e  s t r e a m  b e d .

T h is  m is s i o n  c a n  b e  c o m b i n e d  w it h  a n o t h e r  m is s io n , 

s u c h  a s  s a v in g  th e  m ill  o r  r e s c u i n g  v i l la g e r s  f r o m  th e  

t e m p le  o f  C h a u n te a . A l l  c h a r a c t e r s  n e e d  to  d o  is  b r in g  

a  l iv e  c u lt is t  o r  C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n  in itia te  b a c k  t o  th e  

k e e p . O r  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  g o  in to  t h e  t o w n  h u n t in g  f o r  o n e  

s p e c i f ic a l ly .

P r is o n e r s  b r o u g h t  b a c k  t o  t h e  k e e p  a r e  in t e r r o g a t e d  

b y  G o v e r n o r  N ig h th il l  a n d  a  f e w  o f  h is  p ic k e d  g u a r d s .  

C h a r a c t e r s  c a n  p a r t ic ip a t e  i f  t h e y  w a n t  to .

• C a p t u r e d  k o b o ld s  a r e  t e r r i f ie d ;  t h e y  s a y  w h a t e v e r  th e y  

t h in k  th e  q u e s t i o n e r  w a n t s  t o  h e a r . T h e y  k n o w  th a t

M o n s t e r  N a m e s

T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  ad v en t u r e ,  m o n s t e r  n am es  ar e p r esen t ed  

in  bold. T h i s  is a v i su a l  cu e  p o i n t i n g  y o u  t o  lo o k  u p  t h e  

m o n s t e r ’s s t at  b l o ck  in  t h e  Monster Manual (o r  in  t h e  f r ee 

su p p le m e n t  av a i l ab l e  at  D u n g e o n s a n d D r a g o n s . c o m ).  So m e  

m o n s t e r s  ap p e ar  in  ap p en d i x  B o f  t h i s  ad v en t u r e .  A  n o t e 

ap p ear s  a f t e r  a m o n s t e r ’s n am e  i f  t h a t  is t h e  case.



t h e y ’r e  w o r k in g  f o r  t h e  C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n  a n d  f o r  th e  

“d r a g o n  la d y ” (R e z m ir ) ,  a n d  th a t t h e y ’r e  a ft e r  lo o t .

• C a p t u r e d  m e r c e n a r ie s  o r  b a n d it s  t a lk  fr e e ly ;  th e y  

h a v e  n o  s p e c ia l  lo y a lty  t o  t h e  C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n . T h e y  

r e v e a l th a t t h e y ’v e  b e e n  r a id in g  c o m m u n i t i e s  a r o u n d  

t h e  G r e e n f ie ld s  fo r  lo o t ,  a n d  t h e y ’v e  h e a r d  r u m o r s  in  

t h e  c a m p  a b o u t  d r a g o n  e g g s .

• C u lt is t s  a n d  in it ia te s  a r e  t h e  m o s t  t ig h t - lip p e d . A  

s u c c e s s f u l  D C  10  C h a r is m a  ( I n t im id a t io n ) o r  D C  

1 2  C h a r is m a  (P e r s u a s io n )  c h e c k  is  n e e d e d  t o  c a u s e  

c u lt is t s  t o  r e v e a l th a t t h e y  a r e  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  C u lt  o f  

th e  D r a g o n  a n d  th a t t h e y  a r e  c o l l e c t in g  l o o t  “ fo r  th e  

g r e a t  h o a r d  th a t w i l l  u s h e r  in  t h e  r e ig n  o f  th e  Q u e e n  

o f  D r a g o n s .”  T h e y  k n o w  th a t t h e  c u lt  h a s  a  c lu t c h  o f  

d r a g o n  e g g s  u n d e r  h e a v y  g u a r d  in  a  c a v e  at t h e  c a m p .

Rewards. I f  c h a r a c t e r s  c a p t u r e  a  p r is o n e r ,  a w a r d  

e a c h  o f  t h e m  2 5  X P . T o  c o l l e c t  th a t a w a r d , th e  p r i s o n e r  

m u s t  b e  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  g o v e r n o r .  I n t e r r o g a t in g  th e  

p r i s o n e r  in d e p e n d e n t ly  a n d  b r in g in g  th e  in f o r m a t io n  to  

t h e  g o v e r n o r  d o e s n ’t c o u n t .  T h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a ls o  r e c e iv e  

s t a n d a r d  X P  f o r  a n y  m o n s t e r s  t h e y  d e fe a t  a lo n g  t h e  w a y .

S a v e  t h e  M i l l

F r o m  th e  p a r a p e t  o f  th e  k e e p , s o m e o n e  s p o t s  a  g r o u p  

o f  r a id e r s  t r y in g  t o  s e t  f ir e  t o  th e  t o w n  m ill . G o v e r n o r  

N ig h th il l  q u ic k ly  a p p r o a c h e s  t h e  a d v e n tu r e r s .

“ T h e  g u ar d s  h av e sp o t t e d  a n e w  t h r ea t .  Ra id e r s  ar e t r y i n g  

t o  se t  f i r e  t o  t h e  t o w n ’s m i l l .  I f  i t  b u r n s ,  w e ’ ll l o se o u r  

s t o ck p i l e  o f  f l o u r  an d  w e  w o n ’t  b e ab l e  t o  g r i n d  m o r e  f o r  

m o n t h s .  I ’ m  t r y i n g  t o  as s e m b le  en o u g h  d e f e n d e r s  f r o m  

h e r e  in  t h e  k eep  t o  d e f en d  i t  t h r o u g h  t h e  r es t  o f  t h e  n ig h t , 

b u t  t h a t  w i l l  t ak e  t i m e .  Y o u ’d  d o  u s a g r e a t  s e r v i c e  i f  yo u  

c o u ld  g e t  t o  t h e  m i l l  q u i ck l y  an d  d r i v e  aw ay  t h e  r a i d e r s  

b ef o r e  t h e y  can  se t  i t  a f l a m e .  Y o u ’ ll n eed  t o  d e f e n d  i t  u n t i l  

o u r  f o r c e  a r r i v e s  t o  t ak e  o ver , b u t  i t  s h o u l d n ’t  b e m o r e  t h an  

f i f t ee n  m in u t e s  b eh in d  y o u . ”

T h e  m ill  is  a b o u t  5 0 0  fe e t  f r o m  t h e  k e e p . T h e  d is t a n c e  

is  d o u b le d  i f  c h a r a c t e r s  u s e  t h e  s e c r e t  t u n n e l a n d  f o l l o w  

th e  s t r e a m  t o  s ta y  h id d e n .

R o l l  a  d 6  o n  t h e  E p is o d e  1 E n c o u n t e r s  ta b le  t o  d e t e r ­

m in e  t h e  s t r e n g t h  o f  th e  r a id e r s  th a t a r e  t r y in g  t o  s e t  fir e  

t o  th e  m ill .  A n y  k o b o ld s  in  t h is  f o r c e  r u n  a w a y  a s  s o o n  

a s  t w o  o r  m o r e  r a i d e r s  a r e  k i l le d . I f  c h a r a c t e r s  o b s e r v e  

t h e  m ill  fo r  a  m in u te  o r  m o r e  b e fo r e  a tt a c k in g , a l lo w  

t h e m  t o  a t te m p t  D C  15  W is d o m  (In s ig h t)  o r  C h a r is m a  

( P e r f o r m a n c e )  c h e c k s .  I f  s u c c e s s fu l ,  a  c h a r a c t e r  r e a l iz e s  

th a t th e  r a id e r s  a re  m a k in g  a d e m o n s t r a t i o n  o f  s t a r t in g  

a  fire , b u t  i t ’s  fo r  s h o w . A  f e w  f ir e s  a re  b u r n in g  a r o u n d  

th e  b u i ld in g , b u t  t h e y  c o u l d  b e  e x t in g u is h e d  e a s ily .

T h is  a c t  o f  b u r n in g  t h e  m i l l  is  a  r u s e .  M o n d a t h  h a s  

b e e n  i n f o r m e d  th a t  h e r o e s  a r e  a id in g  t h e  t o w n , a n d  s h e  

w a n t s  t o  lu r e  t h e m  in t o  a n  a m b u s h . M o r e  r a id e r s — o n e



cultist p lu s  o n e  guard p e r  c h a r a c t e r — a r e  h id in g  in s id e  

th e  m ill ,  w a it in g  fo r  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  t o  s h o w  u p .

T h e  m ill  is  a  s im p le  r e c t a n g u la r  b a r n , a b o u t  4 0  fe e t  

lo n g  a n d  2 0  fe e t  w i d e , w it h  a n  a t ta c h e d , e x t e r io r  o ff ic e .  

T h e  l o n g  s id e  o f  t h e  b u i ld in g  a w a y  fr o m  t h e  s t r e a m  h a s  

b a r n  d o o r s  a n d  a  t w o -p a r t  d o o r ,  a n d  t h e  t w o  s h o r t  w a l l s  

h a v e  w in d o w s . A l l  t h e s e  o p e n in g s  a r e  c l o s e d , b u t  n o n e  

a r e  l o c k e d  o r  b a r r e d . I n s id e , t h e  m a in  f lo o r  is  d o m in a t e d  

b y  a  m a s s iv e  s t o n e  g r in d in g  w h e e l  d r iv e n  b y  a  w a t e r  

w h e e l  in  t h e  s t r e a m . T h e  m ill  w a s  o p e r a t in g  la te  w h e n  

t h e  r a id  b e g a n  a n d  t h e  m il l e r s  f le d  w it h o u t  d is e n g a g in g  

t h e  w h e e l ,  s o  it s t il l t u r n s  n o is i ly . T h e  u p p e r  h a l f  o f  th e  

b a r n  is  a lo ft  w h e r e  m i l le d  f lo u r  is  s t o r e d . T h e  lo ft  c a n  

b e  r e a c h e d  b y  w o o d e n  s t a ir s  a lo n g  th e  e a s t  w a l l  o r  b y  

u s in g  t h e  r o p e s  a n d  p u l le y s  th a t h o is t  b a g s  o f  f lo u r  u p  

a n d  d o w n  t h r o u g h  la r g e  o p e n in g s  in  th e  lo f t  f lo o r .

T h e  a m b u s h e r s  a r e  w a it in g  in  t h e  lo f t  f o r  h e r o e s  to  

e n t e r  th e  m ill .  W h e n  t h e  h e r o e s  a re  in s id e , t h e  g u a r d s  

la u n c h  a  v o l le y  o f  s p e a r s  f r o m  a b o v e , t h e n  le a p  d o w n  to  

fig h t  h a n d -t o -h a n d . T h e  a m b u s h e r s  h a v e  a  g o o d  c h a n c e  

to  g a in  a  s u r p r i s e  r o u n d  f o r  t h e ir  s p e a r  v o l le y ; a  s u c ­

c e s s f u l  D C  2 0  W is d o m  ( P e r c e p t io n )  c h e c k  is  n e e d e d  

to  n o t i c e  t h e m  b e fo r e  t h e  a tta ck . C h a r a c t e r s  w h o  s c a n  

th e  lo f t  f o r  h id d e n  e n e m ie s  u p o n  e n te r in g  t h e  m ill  h a v e  

a d v a n ta g e  o n  t h e  c h e c k .

T e n  m in u t e s  a ft e r  th e  s e c o n d  f ig h t  e n d s , a  d o z e n  

b lo o d y  b u t  b a s ic a l ly  h e a lt h y  d e f e n d e r s  a r r iv e  f r o m  th e  

k e e p  w it h  o r d e r s  to  r e l ie v e  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  d e fe n d  

th e  m ill .  T h e y  te ll th e  c h a r a c t e r s  t o  g o  b a c k  t o  t h e  k e e p  

q u ie t ly  w h ile  t h e y  r e m a in  b e h in d  a t th e  m ill .

Rewards. A w a r d  s t a n d a r d  X P  f o r  d e fe a t e d  f o e s .  I f  

c h a r a c t e r s  r e a l iz e d  t h e y  w e r e  w a lk in g  in t o  a  tra p , g iv e  

e a c h  a  5 0  X P  b o n u s . I f  t h e y  d id n ’t d e d u c e  th a t it w a s  a 

tr a p  b u t  s p o t t e d  t h e  a m b u s h e r s  in  t im e  t o  p r e v e n t  a  s u r ­

p r is e  r o u n d , g iv e  e a c h  c h a r a c t e r  a  2 5  X P  b o n u s .

S a n c t u a r y

D o z e n s  o f  t o w n s fo lk  h a v e  b a r r i c a d e d  t h e m s e lv e s  in s id e  

th e  t e m p le  t o  C h a u n te a , b u t  r a id e r s  h a v e  it s u r r o u n d e d . 

T h e  a t t a c k e r s  t r ie d  s e t t in g  f ir e  t o  th e  s to u t  s t r u c t u r e  b u t  

h a d  litt le  s u c c e s s .  N o w  t h e y ’v e  d e p lo y e d  a n  i m p r o v is e d  

b a t t e r in g  r a m . It ’s  o n ly  a  m a tte r  o f  t im e , p o s s i b l y  m in ­

u te s , b e fo r e  th e  t e m p le ’s  m a in  d o o r s  c r u m p le  u n d e r  th e  

a ss a u lt , le a v in g  th e  v i l la g e r s  in s id e  h e lp le s s .

T h e  t e m p le  is  a  la r g e  b u i ld in g , m a d e  o f  f ie ld s t o n e  w it h  

a  p e a k e d  s la te  r o o f ,  a n d  s q u a r e  in  s h a p e . It is  t a lle r  t h a n  

m o s t  o t h e r  b u i ld i n g s  in  t o w n . I n s id e , th e  a lta r  o c c u p i e s  

t h e  m id d le  o f  th e  t e m p le , w it h  o t h e r  w o r s h ip  a r e a s  

a r r a n g e d  a r o u n d  it.

Foes. T h e  f o r c e  o u t s id e  th e  t e m p le  is  s p l it  in to  t h r e e  

g r o u p s .  O n e  (A )  is  b a t t e r in g  at t h e  fr o n t  d o o r s ,  a n o t h e r  

(B )  is  c i r c l i n g  th e  t e m p le  in  a  s c r e e c h in g  m o b , a n d  th e  

t h ird  (C )  is  h e a p in g  b u r n in g  s t r a w  a g a in s t  a  r e a r  d o o r .

A l l  t h e s e  g r o u p s  t o g e t h e r  w o u ld  o v e r w h e lm  1s t-le v e l 

c h a r a c t e r s ,  b u t  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  d e v is e  a  p la n  th a t g e ts  

t h e m  in s id e  t h e  t e m p le  b y  d e a l in g  w it h  o n e  g ro u p .

G r o u p  A  c o n s i s t s  o f  o n e  dragonclaw ( s e e  a p p e n d ix  B ), 

t w o  cultists, a n d  s ix  kobolds. T h e  c u lt is ts  a r e  h a n d lin g  

th e  r a m  w h i le  t h e  k o b o ld s  s ta n d  g u a r d  in  c a s e  th e  t o w n  

m ili tia  m o u n t s  a  c o u n te ra tt a c k . T h e  d r a g o n c la w  is  in  

c h a rg e . T h e  k o b o ld  g u a r d s  a re  a le r t , b u t t h e y  a re  d is ­

tr a c te d  w h e n  G ro u p  B  p a s s e s  in  f ro n t  o f  th e  te m p le .

G r o u p  B  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r e e  cultists, te n  kobolds, a n d  

t w o  ambush drakes ( s e e  a p p e n d ix  B ) s t r u n g  o u t  in  a 

m o b  th a t s t r e t c h e s  5 0  fe e t . T h is  p r o c e s s i o n  w it h  le a p in g  

a n d  w h ir l in g  k o b o ld s  c o m p le t e s  o n e  c ir c u it  a r o u n d  th e  

t e m p le  a p p r o x im a t e ly  e v e r y  e ig h t  m in u t e s  ( t w o  m in u t e s  

p e r  s id e ).

G r o u p  C  c o n s i s t s  o f  t w o  cultists a n d  s ix  kobolds 

c lu s te r e d  tig h tly  a r o u n d  th e  t e m p le ’s  b a c k  d o o r .  T h e ir  

m e a g e r  fire  p r o d u c e s  little  f la m e , in s te a d  c r e a t in g  p r o ­

d ig io u s  c lo u d s  o f  th ick  s m o k e  th a t e n g u l f  th e  b a c k  o f  th e  

te m p le  a n d  b la n k e t  th e  s u r r o u n d in g  3 0  fee t  o f  g r o u n d . 

E v e ry t h in g  in  th e  s m o k e  is  l ig h tly  o b s c u r e d , a n d  o b je c t s  

o r  c r e a t u r e s  th a t a r e  s e e n  t h r o u g h  m o r e  th a n  15 fe e t  o f  

s m o k e  a r e  h e a v ily  o b s c u r e d . C h a r a c te r s  c a n  s n e a k  u p  o n  

t h e s e  r a id e r s  a n d  g a in  a s u r p r is e  r o u n d  a g a in s t  t h e m , a s  

lo n g  a s  th e y  a v o id  G r o u p  B  in  th e  p r o c e s s .

Arranging a Rescue. T h e  h e r o e s ’ b e s t  s h o t  at r e s ­

c u in g  th e  t o w n s fo lk  is  to  o v e r p o w e r  G r o u p  C  a n d  ta k e  

c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  b a c k  d o o r .  In  th e  t e m p le , t h e y  c a n  a r r a n g e  

a  d is t r a c t io n  t o  k e e p  G r o u p s  A  a n d  B  o c c u p i e d  at th e  

fr o n t  w h i le  t h e  c i t iz e n s  o f  G r e e n e s t  s lip  o u t  t h e  b a c k  

a n d  r a c e  fo r  t h e  k e e p  o r  f o r  th e  o ld  t u n n e l— i f  c h a r a c t e r s  

h a v e  o p e n e d  it a lr e a d y . T h a t ’s  o n ly  o n e  p o s s ib i l i t y ;  c le v e r  

p la y e r s  c a n  c o m e  u p  w it h  d i f fe r e n t  s o lu t io n s .

T h e  t o w n s fo lk  in  t h e  t e m p le  a r e  n e a r  p a n ic ,  h o w e v e r ,  

a n d  t h e y  w o n ’t t a k e  o r d e r s  f r o m  s t r a n g e r s  u n le s s  s o m e ­

o n e  m a k e s  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  1 5  C h a r is m a  (P e r s u a s io n )  

c h e c k . O t h e r w is e ,  c h a r a c t e r s  n e e d  t o  lo c a t e  th e  p r i e s t  o f  

C h a u n te a , E a d y a n  F a lc o n m o o n , a  le v e l -h e a d e d  h a lf-e l f. 

H e ’s  e a s y  t o  s p o t ,  b e in g  t h e  o n ly  c a lm  p e r s o n  t h e y  c a n  

f in d  in  t h e  te m p le ,  a n d  h e  is  e la te d  to  s e e  t h e m . H e  l o o k s  

t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  fo r  a  p la n .

T im e  is  p r e s s in g . W h ile  c h a r a c t e r s  a re  in s id e  th e  

te m p le , r e m in d  t h e m  o f  th e  b o o m in g  h a m m e r  b lo w s  

o f  t h e  b a tt e r in g  r a m  a g a in s t  th e  f r o n t  d o o r s ,  th e  c r a c k ­

in g  t im b e r s ,  th e  s t o n e s  a n d  s p u t te r in g  t o r c h e s  th a t fly  

t h r o u g h  th e  w in d o w s  in te rm itte n tly , th e  s m o k e  r o l l in g  

b e lo w  th e  c e i l in g , a n d  th e  fr ig h t e n e d  t o w n s fo lk .  H o w  

m u c h  t im e  y o u  a l lo w  b e fo r e  th e  d o o r s  b u r s t  o p e n  

d e p e n d s  o n  y o u r  g r o u p ; s lo w  t h in k e r s  a n d  c a r e f u l  p lo t ­

t e r s  n e e d  m o r e  t im e  t h a n  fa s t  m o v e r s .  W h a t ’s  im p o r t a n t  

is  th a t p la y e r s  fe e l  p r e s s e d .

T o  c r e a t e  a  s e n s e  o f  p r e s s u r e ,  g iv e  th e  f r o n t  d o o r s  

3 0  h it p o in t s  a n d  le t  e a c h  th u d  o f  th e  b a t t e r in g  r a m  

d e a l  1d 6  d a m a g e . W h e n  t h e  d o o r s  r e a c h  2 0  h it p o in t s ,  

t h e y  h a v e  c r a c k s  la r g e  e n o u g h  t o  s e e  t h r o u g h . A t  1 0  h it 

p o in t s ,  th e  d o o r s  a r e  s a g g in g  in  t h e ir  h in g e s .  A t  5 , th e y  

c o u ld  c o l la p s e  at t h e  n e x t  im p a c t .  H o w  fr e q u e n t ly  y o u  

r o l l  t h e  d ie  is  u p  t o  y o u !  O n e  r o l l  e v e r y  1 5 - 2 0  s e c o n d s  

is  a  g o o d  ta rg e t  fo r  a n  a v e r a g e  g r o u p . O n e  r o l l  e v e r y  3 0  

s e c o n d s  m ig h t  b e  b e t t e r  fo r  a g r o u p  th a t n e e d s  t o  d e b a te  

a n d  r e a c h  c o n s e n s u s , w h i le  a  g r o u p  c o n t a in in g  q u ick -  

o n -t h e ir - fe e t ,  t a k e -c h a r g e  t y p e s  c o u ld  d e a l  w it h  a  r o ll  

e v e r y  10  s e c o n d s .  B e  f le x ib le ,  k e e p  a n  e y e  o n  t h e  p la y ­

e r s ’ le v e l  o f  t e n s io n , a n d  d o n ’t le t  a n y o n e  r e la x .

I f  th e  d o o r s  b u r s t  o p e n  b e fo r e  th e  t e m p le  is  e v a cu a te d , 

th is  s c e n e  t u rn s  in to  a n  u g ly  m e le e  a g a in s t  G r o u p  A . T h e  

k o b o ld s  in  th a t g r o u p  p r e fe r  to  a tta c k  u n a r m e d  v i lla g e rs  

in s te a d  o f  le th a l  a d v e n tu r e rs . E a c h  k o b o ld  a u t o m a t ica lly  

k i l ls  o n e  v i lla g e r  e a c h  r o u n d  u n le s s  c h a r a c t e r s  a t ta c k  th e  

k o b o ld s ,  cu t  t h e m  o f f  f r o m  th e ir  v ic t im s , o r  in t e r fe r e  s o m e  

o t h e r  w a y . I f  t o w n s fo lk  h a v e  a lr e a d y  e v a c u a te d  th e  te m p le



t h r o u g h  th e  b a c k  d o o r ,  o r  that p r o c e s s  is  w e l l  a lo n g  

b e fo r e  th e  fro n t  d o o r s  s p lit  a p a rt  u n d e r  th e  r a m , th e n  

c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  c o n d u c t  a  f ig h tin g  w ith d r a w a l  t h r o u g h  th e  

te m p le .  A ft e r  e v e r y o n e  g e ts  in to  th e  s m o k e  o u ts id e ,  th e y  

c a n  c l o s e  a n d  b r a c e  th e  b a c k  d o o r ,  th e n  s p r in t  fo r  th e  

k e e p  o r  th e  t u n n e l  in  th e  s t r e a m  b a n k  w ith  e n o u g h  o f  a 

h e a d  s ta r t  to  g e t  a w a y  sa fe ly .

Rewards. R e s c u in g  p e o p l e  f r o m  th e  t e m p le  e a r n s  

e a c h  c h a r a c t e r  1 0 0  X P  in  a d d it io n  to  th e  p o in t s  fo r  k i l l ­

in g  m o n s t e r s .  I f  m o r e  t h a n  te n  v i l la g e r s  d ie d  d u r in g  th e  

r e s c u e , r e d u c e  th a t a w a r d  t o  5 0  X P .

H a l f - D r a g o n  C h a m p i o n

B e fo r e  a ll t h e  r a id e r s  d e p a r t , t h e ir  c h a m p io n  c h a l le n g e s  

t h e  t o w n ’s  b e s t  w a r r io r .

Fr o m  t h e  d a r k n es s ,  a c r e a t u r e  s t r i d e s  i n t o  t h e  d im  l i g h t  

o f  t h e  d y i n g  f i r es  a r o u n d  t h e  k eep .  A l t h o u g h  i t  is sh ap ed  

r o u g h l y  l i k e a h u m a n ,  i t  is at  l e a s t  sev en  f e e t  t a l l ,  i t s  sk i n  

is c o v e r e d  in  b l u e  sc a l e s ,  i t s  f i n g e r s  b e a r  w i c k e d  c l aw s ,  

an d  i t s  f a c e  h as  t h e  m u z z le  an d  r ep t i l i an  eyes o f  a d r a g o n .  

T h e  c r e a t u r e  s t o p s  a b o u t  e i g h t y  y a r d s  f r o m  t h e  m a in  g a t e  

o f  t h e  k eep  an d  sc an s  t h e  w a l l s .  A  l i n e  o f  k o b o ld s  f an s  

o u t  b e h in d  i t . W i t h  t h e i r  sp e a r s ,  t h e y  p r o d  f o u r  h u m a n  

p r i s o n e r s  i n t o  t h e  d i m  l i g h t .  Yo u  can  m ak e  o u t  a w o m a n ,  

a t e e n a g e  b o y  in  a b l o o d - so ak ed  t u n i c ,  an d  t w o  c h i l d r e n .  

T h e n  t h e  h a l f - d r ag o n  c r e a t u r e  h a i l s  t h e  k eep .

“ D e f e n d e r s  o f  G r e e n e s t !  T h i s  h as  b een  a s u c c e ss f u l  

n i g h t ,  an d  I am  f e e l i n g  g e n e r o u s .  D o  y o u  se e  t h e s e  f o u r  

p i t i f u l ,  u se le ss  p r i s o n e r s ? W e  h av e  n o  n eed  f o r  t h e m ,  so  I 

w i l l  t r a d e  t h e m  b ack  t o  y o u .  Se n d  o u t  y o u r  b e s t  w a r r i o r  t o  

f i g h t  m e,  an d  y o u  c an  h av e  t h e s e  f o u r  in  ex ch a n g e . ”

T h e  s p e a k e r  is  Langdedrosa Cyanwrath ( s e e  a p p e n d ix  

B  fo r  s t a t is t ic s )  a  h a l f -b lu e  d r a g o n  w h o  s e r v e s  th e  C u lt  o f  

t h e  D r a g o n . C y a n w ra t h  h a s  a  p e r s o n a l  t r o o p  o f  s ix t e e n  

kobolds. A  c h a r a c t e r  w h o  m a k e s  a  s u c c e s s fu l  D C  15 

In t e l lig e n c e  (A r c a n a )  o r  In te l lig e n c e  (N a tu re ) c h e c k  r e c ­

o g n iz e s  th e  c r e a t u r e  a s  a  h a l f -d r a g o n  fr o m  d e s c r ip t io n s .

O n e  o f  th e  d e f e n d e r s  in  t h e  k e e p , S e r g e a n t  M a r k g u t h , 

r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  p r i s o n e r s  a s  h is  s is t e r  a n d  h e r  c h i ld r e n , 

a n d  h e  is  r e a d y  t o  r u s h  o u t  in t o  b a tt le  w it h  t h e  h a l f - 

d r a g o n . E s c o b e r t  t h e  R e d  a n d  a  f e w  o t h e r  d e fe n d e r s  

r e s t r a in  h im  w h ile  N ig h th il l  a p p r o a c h e s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s .

“ M y  f r i e n d s ,  y o u ’v e  d e m o n s t r a t e d  y o u r  p r o w es s  al l  

t h r o u g h  t h i s  f r i g h t f u l  n i g h t .  I r ea l i z e  t h i s  is  an  aw f u l  

b u r d en  t o  ask  y o u  t o  b ear , b u t  an y  o f  y o u  h as a b e t t e r  

c h a n c e  t o  d e f ea t  t h a t  h o r r o r  t h a n  m y  m i l i t i a  h av e . ”

I f  n o  o n e  s t e p s  fo r w a r d , N ig h th il l  is  d is a p p o in t e d  b u t 

s a y s  h e  u n d e r s t a n d s , a n d  t h e ir  r e fu s a l  in  n o  w a y  d im in ­

is h e s  w h a t  t h e y ’v e  d o n e  s o  far. In  th a t c a s e ,  t h e  w o m a n ’s  

b r o t h e r  g o e s  o u t  t o  f a c e  t h e  h a l f -d r a g o n . H e  is  a  h u m a n  

guard. S e l e c t  o n e  o f  th e  p la y e r s  t o  c o n t r o l  S e r g e a n t  

M a r k g u t h  fo r  t h is  f ig h t o r  ju s t  n a r r a te  its  r e s u lt .

C y a n w ra t h  is  p le a s e d  to  s e e  a  c h a m p io n  s t e p  fo r w a r d . 

H e  a g r e e s  t o  t h e s e  t e r m s  fo r  t h e  c o m b a t :  T h e  t h r e e  c h i l ­

d r e n  w i l l  b e  s e t  l o o s e  im m e d ia t e ly ,  b u t  h is  k o b o ld s  w i l l  

c o n t i n u e  t o  s t a n d  g u a r d  o v e r  t h e  w o m a n , a n d  t h e y  w i l l  

k i ll  h e r  i f  a n y o n e  in t e r f e r e s  in  t h e  fig h t— fo r  e x a m p le ,  

i f  a r c h e r s  in  t h e  k e e p  le t  f ly  at h im . R e g a r d le s s  o f  w h o  

w i n s ,  th e  w o m a n  w i l l  b e  r e l e a s e d  w h e n  t h e  fig h t is  o v e r ;  

a n d  th e  v ic t o r  w i l l  b e  th e  la s t  o n e  s t a n d in g .

G o v e r n o r  N ig h th il l  h o ld s  h is  t r o o p s  in  th e  k e e p  d u r in g  

t h e  c o m b a t .  A d v e n t u r e r s  c a n  g o  o u t  i f  t h e y  w a n t , b u t  

t h e  h a l f -d r a g o n  in s i s t s  th a t t h e y  k e e p  t h e ir  d is t a n c e  a n d  

s ta y  b e t w e e n  h im  a n d  th e  fo r t r e s s .  I f  c h a r a c t e r s  t r y  to  

s u r r o u n d  h im  o r  t o  e d g e  in t o  p o s i t i o n  f o r  a n  a m b u s h , 

h e  w a r n s  t h e m  th a t h is  k o b o ld s  w o n ’t h e s it a te  to  k il l th e  

h o s t a g e s  i f  t h e y  s e e  s ig n s  o f  t r e a c h e r y . T h e  h a l f -d r a g o n  

i s  e v i l, b u t  h e  h a s  a  d e e p  s e n s e  o f  h o n o r  a b o u t  o n e -o n -  

o n e  c o m b a t .  H e  d o e s n ’t in t e n d  a n y  s h e n a n ig a n s , a n d  h e  

w o n ’t a l l o w  a n y  fr o m  h is  k o b o ld s .

C y a n w ra t h  is  th e  l ik e ly  w in n e r  o f  t h is  m a tc h , w h e t h e r  

h e ’s  f ig h t in g  S e r g e a n t  M a r k g u t h  o r  a  c h a r a c te r . W h e n  

h is  f o e  d r o p s ,  h e  s t r ik e s  o n e  m o r e  t im e ; th e  la s t  b lo w  

k i l ls  M a r k g u t h  o r  in f l ic t s  o n e  d e a t h  r o l l  fa i lu r e  o n  a 

c h a ra c t e r .  I f  C y a n w ra th  l o s e s  t h e  fig h t, t h e  k o b o ld s  

im m e d ia t e ly  ju m p  in  to  p r o t e c t  h is  b o d y  a n d  c a r r y  it 

a w a y . (C y a n w r a th  w i l l  r e c o v e r  f r o m  h is  w o u n d s  a n d  

b e  e n c o u n t e r e d  a g a in  la ter.) I f  b y  s o m e  m is c h a n c e  

C y a n w ra t h  is  k i l le d  o r  c a p t u r e d , h is  p la c e  in  th e  d r a g o n  

h a t c h e r y  (e p i s o d e  3 ) i s  t a k e n  b y  a n o t h e r  h a l f -d r a g o n .

W it h  t h e  f ig h t  o v e r , th e  la s t  o f  t h e  r a id e r s  r e t r e a t  e n  

m a s s e  fr o m  t h e  t o w n  in t o  t h e  d a r k n e s s ,  m a r c h in g  a w a y  

t o w a r d  t h e  s o u t h e a s t .

Rewards. I f  a  c h a r a c t e r  s t e p s  u p  t o  th e  c h a l le n g e  a n d  

f ig h ts  C y a n w ra th , e a c h  p a r t y  m e m b e r  e a r n s  5 0  X P . I f  

n o t , c h a r a c t e r s  r e c e iv e  n o t h in g  f o r  t h is  e n c o u n te r . A  

t e a m  o f  h e a le r s  w it h  h e a le r ’s  k its  a n d  + 4  b o n u s e s  to  

W is d o m  (M e d ic in e )  c h e c k s  a tte n d  t o  th e  w o u n d e d  o r  

d y in g  c h a ra cte r , a n d  G o v e r n o r  N ig h th i ll  g r a te fu lly  o f fe r s  

t w o  potions of healing to  th e  w o u n d e d  c h a ra cte r .  I f  

c h a r a c t e r s  d o  s o m e t h in g  th a t c o s t s  th e  l i fe  o f  a  h o s t a g e , 

G o v e r n o r  N ig h th i ll  is  fu r io u s  w it h  t h e m  a n d  o f fe r s  n o  

m o r e  h e lp .

De v e l o pme n t s

It ’s  a s s u m e d  th a t w h e n  c h a r a c t e r s  f ir s t  s e e  t h e  f ig h t in g  

in  G r e e n e s t ,  t h e y  w i l l  r u s h  to  its  d e fe n s e .  I f  t h e y  d o n ’t, 

a n d  th e y ’r e  t r a v e lin g  w it h  o t h e r s ,  t h e n  t h e  N P C s  t h e y ’r e  

t r a v e l in g  w it h  s u g g e s t  th a t a n  im m e d ia t e  a t ta c k  m ig h t  

t u r n  th e  t id e  o r  a t le a s t  s a v e  m a n y  l iv e s . I f  c h a r a c t e r s  

s t i ll  s it  o u t  t h is  fig h t, t h e y  s e e  a b o u t  h a l f  o f  th e  a tt a c k e r s  

le a v e  a r o u n d  m id n ig h t ,  w it h  th e  r e s t  r e t ir in g  in  s m a ll  

g r o u p s  o v e r  t h e  n e x t  f e w  h o u r s .  W h e n  t h e  s u n  c o m e s  

u p , e v e n  a  q u i c k  in s p e c t i o n  s h o w s  th a t o v e r  h a l f  o f  th e  

b u i ld in g s  a r e  h e a v ily  d a m a g e d  a n d  m u c h  o f  t h e  t o w n ’s  

w e a lt h  w a s  c a r r ie d  a w a y . H u n d r e d s  o f  in ju r e d  p e o p le  

a r e  c r o w d e d  in to  t h e  k e e p  o r  a r e  fo u n d  h id in g  in  c e l l a r s ,  

b u t  m o s t  o f  t h e m  w i l l  s u r v iv e .

I f  y o u  a r e  u s in g  t h e  m ile s t o n e  e x p e r ie n c e  r u le , th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  r e a c h  2 n d  le v e l  a t t h e  e n d  o f  t h is  e p is o d e .



E p i s o d e  2:  R a i d e r s ’ C a m p

I
n  th e  w a r m  l ig h t  o f  d ay , G o v e r n o r  N ig h th il l  a n d  

o t h e r  l e a d e r s  w a n t  t o  k n o w  w h o  w a s  b e h in d  t h e  

a t t a c k  o n  G r e e n e s t ,  a n d  w h y  t h e  t o w n  w a s  a  ta rg e t . 

T h e  r a id e r s  r e t r e a t e d  t o w a r d  t h e  s o u t h e a s t ,  a n d  t h e ir  

t r a i l  is  e a s y  to  s p o t .  A  s m a ll ,  s t e a lt h y  g r o u p  c o u l d  f o l l o w  

t h e  tr a i l t o  t h e  r a id e r s ’ c a m p  a n d  g a t h e r  in f o r m a t io n .

G o v e r n o r  N ig h th il l  a p p r o a c h e s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  w it h  

a  p r o p o s a l :  I f  t h e y  lo c a t e  t h e  r a id e r s ’ c a m p  a n d  fin d  

o u t c e r t a in  in fo r m a t io n , h e  o f fe r s  to  p a y  t h e m  2 5 0  g p  

a p ie c e .  H e  w a n t s  t o  k n o w  w h e r e  th e  c a m p  is  s ite d , h o w  

m a n y  r a id e r s  a r e  t h e re , w h o  t h e ir  le a d e r s  a r e ,  w h a t ’s  

m o t iv a t in g  t h e s e  a t ta c k s ,  a n d  w h e r e  t h e y  p la n  to  s tr ik e  

n e x t . I f  c h a r a c t e r s  r e c o v e r  v a lu a b le s  th a t  w e r e  s t o le n  

f r o m  t h e  to w n , h e  w o u ld  l ik e  t h e m  r e t u r n e d , b u t  h e  d o e s  

h is  b e s t  t o  a r r a n g e  a  r e w a r d  f r o m  w h a t ’s  le ft  o f  th e  t o w n  

tr e a s u r y . R e c o v e r in g  t r e a s u r e ,  h o w e v e r , is  a  l e s s e r  g o a l  

w h e n  c o m p a r e d  t o  th e  o t h e r  o b je c t iv e s  h e  b r in g s  u p .

A n y  g e a r  o r  s u p p l ie s  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  n e e d  fo r  t h e  tr ip  

a r e  fu r n is h e d  b y  th e  t o w n . A s  c h a r a c t e r s  p r e p a r e  t o  s e t  

o f f  o n  t h is  m is s io n  (o r  t o  le a v e  t o w n  i f  t h e y  t u r n  d o w n  

t h e  m is s i o n ) ,  t h o u g h , a n  in ju r e d  m o n k  a p p r o a c h e s .

A  y o u n g  m an  w a l k s  u p  t o  y o u , l i m p in g  h e av i l y  o n  h is 

b an d a g e d  l e f t  leg . “ I h e a r  t h a t  yo u  i n t e n d  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  

r a i d e r s  an d  se e  w h e r e  t h e y ’v e  g o n e .  I ’d  l i k e n o t h i n g  b e t t e r  

t h a n  t o  c o m e  w i t h  y o u , b u t  in  t h i s  c o n d i t i o n ,  I ’d  s l o w  yo u  

d o w n .  In  t h e  m id s t  o f  al l  t h i s  t r ag ed y ,  t h e r e 's  n o  r easo n  

y o u  w o u ld  h av e  h ear d  a b o u t  t h e  f a t e  o f  m y  m as t e r ,  Le o s in  

Er l an t h a r ,  b u t  i t ’ s im p o r t a n t  yo u  k n o w . H e  is a m o n k  f r o m  

Be r d u sk .  H e  d i s a p p e a r e d  l a s t  n i g h t ,  a f t e r  w e  f o u g h t  a 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  sa v ag e  b a t t l e  ag a in s t  r a i d e r s .  A  f e w  o t h e r s  an d  

I f o u g h t  o u r  w a y  t o  t h e  k eep , b ar e l y .  Le o s i n  d i d n ’ t  m ak e  it  

a t  a l l .  W e  w e n t  b ack  t h i s  m o r n in g  t o  l o o k  f o r  h im ,  b u t  al l  

w e  f o u n d  w as  h i s b r o k en  s t a f f  an d  t h i s  ch o k e r ,  w h i c h  h e 

a lw ay s  w o r e . "

T h e  m o n k ’s  n a m e  is  N e s im  W a la d r a . A ft e r  in t r o d u c ­

t i o n s  a re  m a d e , h e  c o n t in u e s .



“ Leo s i n  h as  b een  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e s e  r a i d e r s  f o r  m o n t h s .  I 

f e a r  t h a t  h e m ig h t  h av e t r i ed  t o  i n f i l t r a t e  t h e i r  g r o u p  w h e n  

t h e y  r e t r e a t ed ,  o r  w o r s e ,  w as  c a p t u r e d  an d  c a r r i e d  aw ay  

as a p r i so n e r .  N o  o n e  u n d e r s t a n d s  t h e s e  b a n d i t s  b e t t e r  

t h a n  h e d o es ,  an d  h i s k n o w le d g e  w i l l  b e i n v a l u a b le  a g a i n s t  

t h e m .  W h e n  yo u  f i n d  t h e i r  c am p ,  p l e ase  l o o k  f o r  an y  

s i g n  t h a t  Leo s i n  is t h e r e .  O n e  o f  m y  b r o t h e r s  h as  a l r ea d y  

d e p a r t e d  f o r  Be r d u s k  t o  b r i n g  b ack  h e lp ,  b u t  i t  w i l l  b e 

m an y  d ay s b e f o r e  h e lp  a r r i v e s .  A n y t h i n g  yo u  can  d o  b ef o r e  

t h en  w o u ld  b e a g o d s e n d . ”

N e s im  a n s w e r s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ’ q u e s t io n s  to  th e  b e s t  

o f  h is  a b ility , b u t h e  a l s o  u r g e s  t h e m  t o  m o v e  q u ick ly .

T h e  m o n k s  w e r e  r e t u r n in g  to  B e r d u s k  fr o m  t h e  g r e a t  

l ib r a r y  at C a n d le k e e p , w h e r e  L e o s i n  w a s  c o n s u lt in g  th e  

l ib r a r ia n s  a n d  r e s e a r c h in g  a n c ie n t  w r it in g s  o n  d r a g o n  

fo lk lo r e .  D r a g o n  c u lt s  a re  h is  s p e c ia l  in te re s t .

T h e  b r o k e n  s t a f f  is  n o t h in g  s p e c ia l .  T h e  c h o k e r  is  a 

b r a id e d  le a t h e r  n e c k b a n d  w it h  a  s i lv e r  d r a g o n  d e s ig n  

c h a s e d  in t o  t h e  le a th e r . T h e  e n d s  a re  r a g g e d , a s  i f  it w a s  

r o u g h ly  t o r n  o ff.

T r a c k i n g  t h e  R a i d e r s

T h e  r a id e r s ’ p a th  is  e a s y  t o  f o l l o w  a c r o s s  t h e  r o l l in g  

g r a s s la n d  o f  th e  G r e e n f ie ld s .  A  w id e  s w a t h  o f  g r a s s  is  

t r a m p le d  d o w n ,  b u t  it ’s  i m p o s s ib le  t o  d e t e r m in e  t h e  

r a id e r s ’ n u m b e r s  p re c is e ly .  T h e  p a th  o n ly  c o n f ir m s  

w h a t  c h a r a c t e r s  a lr e a d y  k n o w : t h e r e  w e r e  a  lo t  o f  t h e m , 

a n d  th e y  w e r e  a  m ix  o f  h u m a n s , k o b o ld s ,  a n d  t r a in e d  

r e p t i le s .  O n e  b it  o f  in f o r m a t io n  c a n  b e  g l e a n e d  w it h  a 

s u c c e s s f u l  D C  1 5  W is d o m  (P e r c e p t io n )  c h e c k : M a n y  o f  

t h e  b e a s t s ’ fo o t p r in t s  a re  d e e p e r  o n  th e  r e t r e a t  t h a n  t h e y  

w e r e  o n  t h e  a p p r o a c h  m a r c h . T h e y  w e r e  w e ig h e d  d o w n  

w it h  lo o t  o n  t h e  h o m e w a r d -b o u n d  tr ip , b u t  le t  p la y e r s  

r e a c h  th a t c o n c lu s io n  o n  th e ir  o w n . It ’s  n o t  p o s s ib le  to  

te ll f r o m  t h e  c o n f u s i n g  ju m b le  o f  p r in t s  w h e t h e r  a n y  s p e ­

c i f ic  fo o t p r in t s  a r e  t h o s e  o f  p r is o n e r s .

T h e  tra il le a d s  s o u t h  a b o u t  t w e lv e  m i le s ,  t o  a  m o r e  

r u g g e d  r e g io n  w h e r e  s t e e p - s id e d , r o c k y  p la te a u s  r e p la c e  

t h e  g e n tly  r o l l in g  h i l ls .  T h e  la n d  b e t w e e n  th e  p la t e a u s  is  

la r g e ly  flat, b r o k e n  o n ly  b y  o u t c r o p p in g s  a n d  w a n d e r in g  

s t r e a m s  in  s t e e p - s id e d  g u l l ie s .  T h e  p la te a u s  ju t  f ifty  

t o  o n e  h u n d r e d  fe e t  a b o v e  t h e ir  s u r r o u n d in g s  a n d  a re  

d i ff icu lt  t o  c l i m b  e x c e p t  w h e r e  r o c k  fa l ls  a n d  s u b s id e n c e  

c r e a t e d  n a t u r a l  r a m p s . T h e  c r u m b l in g  s id e s  o f  t h e  p la ­

t e a u s  a re  d o t t e d  w it h  c a v e s  a n d  t u m b le d  b o u ld e r  f ie ld s .

C h a r a c t e r s  c a n  h a v e  t w o  e n c o u n t e r s  d u r in g  t h is  tr ip . 

T h e  f ir s t  is  w it h  a  g r o u p  o f  r a id e r s  w h o  h a v e  s t r a g g le d  

b e h in d  th e  m a in  b o d y . T h e y  a r e  d is o r g a n iz e d  a n d  

q u a r r e ls o m e , a n d  t h e y  s h o u ld  b e  e a s y  p r e y  fo r  a le r t  

a d v e n tu r e r s .  T h e  s e c o n d  g r o u p  is  a n  o r g a n iz e d  r e a r ­

g u a r d  w a t c h in g  s p e c i f ic a l ly  fo r  p u r s u e r s  f r o m  th e  t o w n . 

T h e y  p r e s e n t  a  m u c h  g r a v e r  th re a t .

St r a g g l e r s

C h a r a c t e r s  s p o t  t h is  g r o u p ’s  c o o k i n g  fir e  s m o k e  f r o m  

s e v e r a l  m i le s  a w a y , b e c a u s e  t h e  s t r a g g le r s  s t o p p e d  to  

r o a s t  a  f e w  p r a ir ie  h e n s  f o r  a m e a l .  T h e y  s o u g h t  s h e lt e r  

in  a  l o w  s p o t  b e t w e e n  s u r r o u n d in g  h i lls ,  w h e r e  ta ll 

b o u ld e r s  h a v e  r o l l e d  in t o  a  l o o s e  ju m b le .  In  fa c t , th e  s u r ­

r o u n d in g s  o f fe r  n o  p r o t e c t io n  w h ile  m a k in g  it e a s ie r  fo r  

e n e m ie s  t o  s n e a k  u p  o n  t h e  s ite .

B y  o b s e r v in g  fo r  a  f e w  m in u te s ,  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  

d is c e r n  th a t t h e r e  a re  fo u r  h u m a n  cultists a n d  e ig h t  

kobolds in  t h e  g r o u p . T h e  k o b o ld s  a n d  h u m a n s  d is t ru s t  

e a c h  o th e r , a n d  a lt h o u g h  th e  c u lt is ts  a c t  a s  i f  t h e y ’re  th e  

b o s s e s ,  t h e ir  le a d e r s h ip  a m o u n t s  t o  n o t h in g  m o r e  t h a n  

in e f fe c t u a l  b u l ly in g . T h e  h u m a n s ’ w e a p o n s  a r e  s t a c k e d  

a g a in s t  a  r o c k , o u t  o f  e a s y  r e a c h . T h e  k o b o ld s  h a v e  t h e ir  

w e a p o n s  o n  t h e ir  b e lts .

I f  th e  g r o u p  is  le ft  a lo n e , th e  k o b o l d s  g r a b  t h e ir  s h a r e  

o f  t h e  h a l f - c o o k e d  lu n c h  a n d  m o v e  a b o u t  fifty  y a r d s  a w a y  

t o  ea t, w h ile  t h e  h u m a n s  c o n t in u e  s q u a b b l in g  o v e r  h o w  

to  c o o k  a  h e n  a n d  th e  u s e le s s n e s s  o f  k o b o ld s  a s  a ll ie s .

I f  c h a r a c t e r s  c h o o s e  t o  b y p a s s  t h is  g r o u p , a  d e t o u r  c a n  

g e t  t h e m  a r o u n d  it w it h  n o  d ifficu lty . T h e y  c o u l d  r u n  in to  

t h e s e  s t r a g g le r s  a g a in  o n  t h e ir  w a y  b a c k  t o  G r e e n e s t .

I f  c h a r a c t e r s  a tta c k , t h e n  u n le s s  t h e y  g iv e  a w a y  th e ir  

p r e s e n c e  o n  p u r p o s e  (b y  h a i l in g  th e  c a m p , fo r  e x a m p le ) , 

t h e y  g a in  a  s u r p r i s e  r o u n d . T h e  h u m a n s  s p e n d  t h e ir  

f ir s t  t u r n s  r e t r ie v in g  t h e ir  w e a p o n s  a n d  s h ie ld s .  T h e  

k o b o ld s  d r o p  t h e ir  f o o d  a n d  s ca tte r ,  t h e n  r e g r o u p  a n d  

c o u n t e r a t t a c k  o n  r o u n d  fou r , u s in g  t h e ir  s l in g s  a s  m u c h  

a s  p o s s ib le .  T h e y  s t ic k  a r o u n d  a n d  fig h t  o n ly  a s  lo n g  

a s  a n y  o f  t h e ir  h u m a n  a l l ie s  a r e  s t il l f ig h tin g . A s  s o o n  

a s  t h e  h u m a n s  a r e  a ll d e fe a t e d , th e  r e m a in in g  k o b o ld s  

s l in k  a w a y  in t o  t h e  h il ls  a n d  a r e n ’t s e e n  a g a in .

Rewards. A w a r d  s t a n d a r d  X P  fo r  d e fe a t e d  fo e s ,  

in c lu d in g  k o b o ld s  th a t r a n  a w a y . I f  a n y  c u lt is t s  a r e  q u e s ­

t io n e d , t h e y  r e fu s e  t o  t a lk  u n le s s  s o m e o n e  s u c c e e d s  at 

a  D C  15  C h a r is m a  ( I n t im id a t io n )  c h e c k . T h e y  k n o w  it ’s  

s t a n d a r d  p r a c t ic e  fo r  a  r a id in g  p a r t y  t o  le a v e  b e h in d  a 

r e a r g u a r d . T h e y  d o n ’t k n o w  h o w  s t r o n g  t h e  r e a r g u a r d  

w i l l  b e ,  b u t  t h e y  e x p e c t  it is  s i t e d  a b o u t  a  m ile  a h e a d  

w h e r e  t h e  p a th  p a s s e s  b e t w e e n  r o c k y  b lu f fs . T h e y  a l s o  

c a n  d e s c r i b e  t h e  r a id e r s ’ c a m p  a n d  its  l o c a t io n , p lu s  

t h e y  k n o w  s o m e  p r i s o n e r s  w e r e  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  t o w n  b u t  

n o t  h o w  m a n y  o r  w h e t h e r  t h e y  in c lu d e  a  h a l f -e l f  m o n k . 

T h e y  k n o w  t h e  r a id  w a s  f o r  lo o t ,  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w e r e  to ld

C u l t  o f  t h e  D r a g o n  Ra n k s

T h e  Cu l t  o f  t h e  D r ag o n  h as an  ac t i v e  r ec r u i t i n g  p r o cess ,  

ac c e p t i n g  i n i t i a t es  f r o m  a y o u n g  ag e. A n  i n i t i a t e  (u se  t h e  

cultist s t at  b l o ck ) t r a i n s  f o r  m o n t h s  o r  y ea r s  b e f o r e  g a in i n g  

an y  r an k  w i t h i n  t h e  o r g an i z a t i o n ,  an d  m an y  t r a i n e es  d o n ’t  

su r v i v e  t h e  t es t s .  A n  i n i t i a t e  w h o  p as ses  t h e  t es t s  m u s t  

c h o o se  an  a f f i n i t y  t o  a p a r t i cu l a r  co l o r  o f  d r ag o n :  b l ack , b l u e, 

g r een ,  r ed , o r  w h i t e .  H e  o r  sh e is t h e n  w e l c o m ed  i n t o  t h e  

r an k s as a d r ag o n c law .

T h e  h ig h er  r an k s o f  t h e  cu l t ,  in  as cen d in g  o rd er , ar e 

d r ag o n c law , d r ag o n w in g ,  d r ag o n f an g ,  d r ag o n so u l ,  an d  

w y r m sp eak er . T h e r e  ar e o n l y  f i ve w y r m sp eak er s ,  o n e  p e r  co l o r  

o f  c h r o m at i c  d r ag o n .  T h e  cu r r en t  w y r m sp eak e r s  ar e Sev er i n  

(r ed ),  Ga l v a n  (b lu e ),  N e r o n v a in  (g r een ),  Rez m i r  (b l ack ),  an d  

V ar r am  (w h i t e ).

M o s t  o f  t h e  c u l t ’s o p e r a t i o n s  ar e o v e r seen  b y l o cal  l ead e r s  

ca l l ed  W e a r e r s  o f  Pu r p l e  f o r  t h e  ce r e m o n ia l  r o b es  t h a t  t h ey 

w ear . A l l  o f  t h e  w y r m sp ea k e r s  ar e We a r e r s  o f  Pu r p l e ,  as ar e 

l o w er - r an k in g  cu l t i s t s  ap p o in t ed  b y t h e  w y r m sp ea k e r s  t o  

p r es i d e  o v e r  cu l t  e n c lav e s .



c h e c k , b u t  n o t  u n til  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  w it h in  2 0  

y a rd s .

• I f  p la y e r s  s ta te  th a t t h e y ’r e  w a t c h in g  fo r  p o te n tia l  

a m b u s h  s p o t s ,  g iv e  t h e m  a d v a n t a g e  w h e n  m a k in g  

t h e s e  c h e c k s .

T h e  r e a r g u a r d  h a s  a  t w o f o l d  m is s io n . It m u s t  s to p  

a n y  s m a ll  p a r t y  o f  in t r u d e r s  c o m in g  u p  t h e  tra il, o r  

h a r a s s  a n d  d e la y  a  la r g e r  g r o u p  w h ile  s e n d in g  w o r d  to  

th e  c a m p  th a t t r o u b le  a p p r o a c h e s .  T h e  g u a r d  d e c id e s  

th a t h e  h a s  e n o u g h  o f  a n  a d v a n t a g e  a g a in s t  a  p a r t y  o f  

fiv e  o r  s ix  a d v e n t u r e rs  t o  d e a l  w it h  t h e  p r o b le m  o n  th e  

s p o t ,  p r o v id e d  h e  d o e s n ’t w e a k e n  h is  f o r c e  b y  s e n d in g  

a  r u n n e r  t o  F r u la m  M o n d a t h . I f  th e  a d v e n t u r in g  g r o u p  

c o n t a in s  s e v e n  o r  m o r e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  y o u  c a n  e it h e r  h a v e  

t h e  g u a r d  h a r a s s  th e  e n e m y  a n d  d is p a t c h  a  r u n n e r  to  

t h e  c a m p , o r  y o u  c a n  a d d  c u lt is t s  u n t il  th e y  o u t n u m b e r  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  b y  t w o  o r  t h r e e , t h e n  le t  th e  c u lt is t s  m a k e  

a  s ta n d .

I f  c h a r a c t e r s  w a lk  in t o  t h e  tra p , th e  c u lt is ts  t u m b le  

b o u ld e r s  o n t o  t h e m . E a c h  c h a r a c t e r  m u s t  s u c c e e d  o n  

a  D C  11 D e x t e r it y  s a v in g  t h r o w  o r  ta k e  2 d 1 2 b lu d ­

g e o n in g  d a m a g e  fr o m  fa l l in g  r o c k s  ( h a l f  a s  

m u c h  d a m a g e  o n  a  s u c c e s s f u l  sa v e ). T h e  b o u l ­

d e r  a t ta c k  c o n s t it u t e s  th e  c u lt i s t s ’ s u r p r i s e  

r o u n d . A ft e r  th a t, t h e y  u s e  r a n g e d  a tta c k s  

u n til  t h e y  a r e  o u t  o f  a m m u n it io n  o r  th e  

h e r o e s  f o r c e  t h e m  in t o  m e le e .  B e c a u s e  t h e y  

a r e  p o s i t i o n e d  in  t h e  r o c k s  a b o v e  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r s ,  th e  c u lt is t s  h a v e  t h r e e - q u a r ­

te r s  c o v e r  a g a in s t  a t ta c k s  fr o m  b e lo w  

(+ 5  b o n u s  t o  A C ). T o  r e a c h  t h e  fo e s ,  

c h a r a c t e r s  m u s t  s c r a m b le  u p

th e  r o c k s .  T h e  d is t a n c e  is  

o n ly  10  to  15  fe e t  a n d  n o  

a b i li ty  c h e c k  is  r e q u ir e d , b u t  

th e  r o c k s  a r e  d i fficu lt  te r ra in .

D e v e l o p m e n t s  

T h e s e  r a id e r s  a re  d is t in c t ly  d if fe r ­

e n t  f r o m  th e  e a r l ie r  s t r a g g le r s .  

A l l  a re  d r e s s e d  in  s im ila r  (b u t  

n o t  id e n t ic a l )  b la c k  le a t h e r  

t u n ic s  w it h  f la re d , b la c k  

m a n t le s .  T h e s e  a re  

d e d i c a t e d  c u lt is t s . I f  

c a p t u r e d , n o t h in g  le s s  

t h a n  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  

2 0  C h a r is m a  ( I n t im ­

id a tio n )  c h e c k  c a n  

p r y  a n y  in fo r m a t io n  

f r o m  t h e m . E v e n  w it h  

th a t, a ll t h e y  r e v e a l is  

th a t t h e y  a r e  in it ia t e s  in  

th e  C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n , 

th e  n a m e s  o f  t h e ir  le a d e r s  

(R e z m ir ,  F r u la m  M o n d a t h , 

a n d  L a n g d e d r o s a  C y a n w ra th ), 

a n d  th a t t h e  r a id  o n  G r e e n e s t  

w a s  t o  c o l l e c t  t r e a s u r e  fo r  

d r a g o n s . R e z m ir  o u t r a n k s  th e  

o t h e r  le a d e r s .

t o  l o o k  s p e c i f ic a l l y  fo r  g o ld ,  g e m s , a n d  o t h e r  v a lu a b le s  

a n d  w e r e  fo r b id d e n  t o  d o  a n y  l o o t i n g  fo r  t h e m s e lv e s .  

C u lt is t s  k n o w  th e y  a r e  p r e p a r in g  “ t h e  g r e a t  h o a r d  to  

h o n o r  t h e  D r a g o n  Q u e e n .”

C a p t u r e d  k o b o ld s  t a lk  fre e ly , b u t  m o s t  o f  w h a t  th e y  

s a y  is  l ie s .  T h a t ’s  n o t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  tr y  to  m is le a d  e n e ­

m ie s ,  b u t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  w i l l  s a y  a n y th in g , n o  m a tt e r  h o w  

o u tla n d is h , i f  it m ig h t  g a in  t h e m  t h e ir  f r e e d o m .

T h e  c u lt is ts  h a v e  2 8  s p  a m o n g  t h e m , b e s i d e s  t h e ir  

c h e a p  w e a p o n s . T h e  k o b o ld s ,  w h o  l o o t e d  d e s p it e  t h e ir  

o r d e r s ,  h a v e  a  s a c k  c o n t a in in g  p e w t e r  c a n d le s t ic k s ,  

s o m e  s i lv e r  s e r v in g  d is h e s ,  a n d  a  f e w  r e l i g io u s  c a r v in g s  

o f  C h a u n te a  t a k e n  f r o m  a  h o m e  s h r in e .

R e a r g u a r d

I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  le a r n  o f  th e  c a m p  l o c a t io n  a n d  p r o b a ­

b le  s ite  o f  t h e  r e a r g u a r d  fr o m  th e  s t r a g g le r s ,  t h e y  c a n  

u s e  th a t in fo r m a t io n  to  b y p a s s  t h is  e n c o u n t e r  en tire ly .

In  fa c t , th a t w o u ld  b e  th e  s m a r t  t h in g  to  d o ,  b o t h  

b e c a u s e  it n e g a t e s  a  d a m a g in g  f ig h t  a n d  b e c a u s e  i f  th e  

r e a r g u a r d  is  w ip e d  o u t , le a d e r s  in  t h e  c u lt  w i l l  w o n d e r  

w h y  it n e v e r  r e p o r t e d  b a c k . T h e  b e s t  r e s u lt  fo r  t h e  c h a r ­

a c t e r s  is  i f  t h e  o u t p o s t  c h e c k s  in  at th e  c o r r e c t  t im e  w ith  

a n  “ a l l  c le a r .”

T h e  r e a r g u a r d  c o n s is t s  o f  o n e  guard, s ix  cultists, a n d  

t w o  acolytes. T h e  g u a r d  a n d  c u lt is ts  h a v e  s p e a r s  fo r  

b o t h  r a n g e d  a n d  m e le e  c o m b a t .  T h e y  a re  p o s i t i o n e d  in  

a n  a re a  w h e r e  th e  tra il w in d s  t h r o u g h  a g a p  b e t w e e n  

t w o  o u t c r o p s .  T h e  a m b u s h e r s  a re  h id d e n  in  th e  r o c k s ,

12  to  15  fe e t  a b o v e  g r o u n d  le v e l. C h a r a c t e r s  m ig h t  

d e t e c t  th e  a m b u s h , w it h  th e  o d d s  d e p e n d in g  o n  w h a t  

th e y  k n o w  a n d  h o w  th e y  a p p r o a c h  th e  a re a .

• I f  s t ra g g le r s  d e s c r ib e d  th e  lik e ly  a m b u sh  

s p o t  t o  c h a r a c te r s ,  it c a n  b e  r e c o g n iz e d  f r o m  

2 0 0  y a r d s  a w a y  w it h  a  s u c c e s s fu l  D C  10 

W is d o m  (P e r c e p t io n )  c h e c k .

• I f  s t r a g g le r s  m e n t io n e d  th e  r e a r g u a r d  

b u t  d id n ’t d e s c r ib e  th e  s p o t ,  it is  

r e c o g n i z e d  a s  a  g o o d  s p o t  fo r  a n  

a m b u s h  fr o m  1 0 0  y a r d s  a w a y  w ith  

a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  15  W is d o m  

(P e r c e p t io n )  c h e c k .

• I f  c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e n ’t b e e n  

w a r n e d  a b o u t  th e  

r e a r g u a r d , s o m e ­

o n e  s p o t s  a  f a c e  

p e e r in g  d o w n  

f r o m  a b o v e  w it h  

a  s u c c e s s f u l  

D C  2 0  W is d o m  

(P e r c e p t io n )



Rewards. A w a rd  s ta n d a r d  X P  fo r  d e fe a te d  f o e s .  T h e  

c u lt is ts  h a v e  n o  tr e a s u r e ,  b u t t h e ir  C u lt o f  th e  D r a g o n  o u t­

fits  a n d  w e a p o n s  c o u ld  b e  in v a lu a b le  w h e n  c h a r a c t e r s  try  

to  g e t  in to  th e  r a id e r s ’ c a m p .

T h e  C a m p

T h e  c u lt is t s  h a v e  s e t  u p  t h e ir  c a m p  in  t h e  h o l l o w  o f  a 

r o c k y  p la te a u  t h a t ’s  s h a p e d  r o u g h ly  l ik e  a h o r s e s h o e . 

T h e  lo w e r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  p la te a u  r i s e s  g e n tly  f r o m  th e  

s u r r o u n d in g  la n d , b u t  it q u ic k ly  s t e e p e n s  a n d  a s c e n d s  

t o  a  h e ig h t  o f  1 5 0  fe e t  a b o v e  t h e  la n d s c a p e .  B o u ld e r s  

fo r m  ju m b le d  h e a p s  at t h e  b a s e s  o f  t h e  c l i f f s .  T h e  le v e l  

s h e lv e s  a n d  t o p  o f  th e  p la te a u  a r e  c o v e r e d  in  l o n g  g r a s s ,  

a n d  b r u s h  a n d  s c r u b b y  t r e e s  g r o w  in  p a t c h e s .

G e n e r a l  F e a t u r e s

Boulders. T h e  b o u ld e r s  a re  d i fficu lt  t e r ra in  a n d  p r o ­

v i d e  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  c o v e r .

Brush. T h e  b r u s h  a r o u n d  t h e  s ite  g r o w s  to  a  h e ig h t  

o f  4  t o  6  fe e t .  It is  t o u g h  a n d  d e n s e , m a k in g  it d if ficu lt  

t e r r a in  a n d  p r o v id in g  t h r e e -q u a r t e r s  c o v e r  t o  t a rg e t s  

s h e lt e r in g  a m o n g  it.

Caves. T h e  s t e e p  s id e s  o f  t h e  p la te a u  a r e  d o t t e d  w it h  

s h a l lo w  c a v e s .  B o u ld e r s  o r  b r u s h  c o n v e n ie n t ly  c o n c e a l s  

m a n y  o f  th e  c a v e  m o u t h s . C h a r a c t e r s  w h o  n e e d  to  t a k e  a 

l o n g  r e s t  c a n  e a s i ly  f in d  a  s e c u r e  c a v e  in  w h ic h  to  h id e .

Guard Towers. T h e  c u lt is t s  h a v e  b u i lt  t w o  g u a r d  

t o w e r s  at t h e  c a m p , o n e  at t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  h o l l o w

a n d  o n e  a to p  th e  p la te a u . T h e s e  t o w e r s  a r e  2 0  fe e t  h ig h  

a n d  m a d e  f r o m  r o u g h  t im b e r s  la s h e d  t o g e t h e r  w it h  

r o p e . T h e y  a r e  la r g e  e n o u g h  f o r  a  f e w  lo o k o u t s .  T h e  

t o w e r  a t t h e  m o u t h  o f  t h e  h o l l o w  is  m a n n e d  b y  k o b o ld s ,  

w h ile  w a r r io r s  m a n  t h e  o n e  a b o v e . T h e  g u a r d s  h a v e  

h o r n s  t o  b l o w  w h e n  t h e y  m u s t  s o u n d  a n  a la rm .

Prisoners. T h e  c u lt is t s ’ p r i s o n e r s  a re  k e p t  at a re a  

1. C u rre n tly , o n ly  e ig h t  p r i s o n e r s  a re  in  th e  c a m p , n o t  

c o u n t in g  L e o s in . D u r in g  th e  day, th e y  a re  p u t t o  w o r k  

u n d e r  g u a r d  b y  fo u r  dragonclaws ( s e e  a p p e n d ix  B ). A t 

n ig h t , t h e y  a re  s h a c k le d  t o  a  p o s t  in  t h e ir  h u t t o  p re v e n t  

e s c a p e . T h e  s h a c k le s  a re  s e c u r e d  b y  a  s in g le  c h a in  a n d  

l o c k  th a t c a n  b e  o p e n e d  w it h  a  k e y  c a r r ie d  b y  o n e  o f  

th e  g u a r d s  o r  w it h  t h ie v e s ’ t o o ls  a n d  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  

10 D e x t e r it y  c h e c k . T h e  c h a in  c a n  b e  b r o k e n  w it h  a 

s u c c e s s f u l  D C  2 0  S t r e n g t h  c h e c k . F iv e  o f  t h e  p r is o n e r s  

a r e  f r o m  G r e e n e s t ,  a n d  th e  o t h e r  t h r e e  a re  f r o m  e a r l ie r  

r a id s  a g a in s t  h a m le t s  a n d  s m a ll  f a r m in g  v i l la g e s  t o  th e  

s o u t h  a n d  e a s t .  T h e r e  w e r e  m o r e  p r i s o n e r s  a t o n e  t im e , 

b u t  m a n y  h a v e  d ie d  fr o m  o v e r w o r k  a n d  m is t r e a tm e n t .  I f  

a  s itu a tio n  d e v e lo p s  w h e r e  r e l e a s e d  p r i s o n e r s  m u s t figh t, 

u s e  commoner sta ts  f o r  th e m .

Slopes. T h e  s id e s  o f  t h e  p la te a u  r is e  s h a r p ly , w h ile  

t h e  f lo o r  o f  th e  h o l l o w  s lo p e s  u p  g r a d u a l ly  t o w a r d  th e  

e a s t .  A  l o n g  la d d e r  is  la s h e d  t o  t h e  c l i f f  s o  g u a r d s  c a n  

r e a c h  t h e  u p p e r  g u a r d  to w e r .

T h e  c l i f f s  h a v e  h a n d h o ld s  a n d  f o o t h o ld s  f o r  c l im b in g , 

s o  n o  d ie  r o l l  is  n e e d e d  u n d e r  n o r m a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  I f  

c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  in  a  h u rry , a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  1 0  S t r e n g t h



th e  h a l f -d r a g o n , r e c o g n i t i o n  is  a u t o m a t ic .

A s  th e  d a y  w e a r s  o n  a n d  th e  c o m m o t io n  w in d s  d o w n , 

th e  c a m p  b e c o m e s  c a lm e r  a n d  b e t t e r  o r g a n iz e d . G u a r d s  

r e s u m e  t h e ir  n o r m a l  r o u t in e s .  I f  c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e n ’t 

e n t e r e d  t h e  c a m p  b e fo r e  s u n d o w n  o f  t h e  fir s t  d ay , th e y  

f in d  it m o r e  d if ficu lt , s in c e  t h e r e ’s  v e r y  l it t le  t r a f fic  in  a n d  

o u t  o f  th e  c a m p  o n  a  n o r m a l  d ay . T h e y ’ ll n e e d  a  g o o d  

s t o r y  a n d  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  10  C h a r is m a  ( D e c e p t i o n )  

c h e c k  t o  w a lk  p a s t  a  g u a r d  s t a t io n  o f  f iv e  guards. T h is  

c h e c k  c a n  b e  m a d e  o n ly  o n c e  f o r  t h e  g r o u p ; t h e y  c a n ’t 

t a lk  t h e ir  w a y  o u t  o f  a  fa i lu re .  A ft e r  th e  in it ia l  o p p o r t u ­

n ity  to  e n t e r  th e  c a m p  h a s  p a s s e d , c h a r a c t e r s  n e e d  to  

r e s o r t  to  s te a lth  o r  s u b t e r fu g e  to  g e t  in . F o r  e x a m p le ,  

c h a r a c t e r s  s c a l i n g  t h e  p la te a u  fr o m  th e  e a s t  c o u ld  u s e  

b r u s h  f o r  c o v e r  r ig h t  u p  to  w h e r e  t h e  c l i f f  o v e r lo o k s  th e  

c a m p . F r o m  t h e r e ,  t h e y  c o u l d  o b s e r v e  o r  c l im b  d o w n  

th e  r o c k s  u n d e r  c o v e r  o f  d a r k n e s s .

T h e  w h o le  c a m p  g o e s  o n  a le r t  i f  t h e  b o d i e s  o f  m u r ­

d e r e d  h u m a n  s e n t r i e s  o r  c u lt is t s  a re  d is c o v e r e d . O n e  

d e a d  k o b o l d  w o n ’t c a u s e  m u c h  a la r m , b u t  m a n y  d e a d  

k o b o ld s  w il l .  I f  th e  c a m p  g o e s  o n  a le r t , e v e r y  c h a r a c t e r  

m u s t  m a k e  a  D C  15  C h a r is m a  c h e c k . A  fa i lu r e  m e a n s  

th e  c h a r a c t e r  h a s  b e e n  s p o t t e d  a s  a  s t r a n g e r  a n d  a n  

in filtra to r . S o m e o n e  r a i s e s  t h e  h u e  a n d  cry , w h ic h  

q u ic k ly  d r a w s  a  c r o w d . A  r o l l  o f  10  o r  l o w e r  m e a n s

(A t h le t ic s )  c h e c k  is  n e e d e d  to  m a k e  th e  c l i m b  w it h o u t  

fa l lin g . I f  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  k e e p in g  

q u ie t , t h e n  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  10  D e x t e r it y  (S t e a lt h )  c h e c k  

e n s u r e s  th a t n o  r o c k s  b r e a k  l o o s e  a n d  ra tt le  d o w n .

Tents. T h e  r a id e r s  l iv e  in  c ir c u la r  h u ts  m a d e  f r o m  

c l o s e ly  s p a c e d  w o o d e n  o r  b o n e  p o le s  c o v e r e d  in  h id e ,  

m u d , a n d  s o d . H u ts  v a r y  in  d ia m e t e r  f r o m  1 0  fe e t  to  2 5  

fe e t ,  a n d  in  h e ig h t  f r o m  5  fe e t  t o  1 0  fe e t . ( S y m b o ls  o n  

th e  m a p  r e p r e s e n t  c lu s t e r s  o f  te n ts .)  T h o s e  in  t h e  m o u t h  

o f  th e  h o l l o w  ( le v e l  1 o n  t h e  m a p )  a r e  c r u d e ly  b u i lt  a n d  

d e c o r a t e d  w it h  a n im a l  s k u lls .  T h e s e  a re  o c c u p i e d  b y  

k o b o ld s .  C u lt is t s  o c c u p y  th e  h u ts  o n  le v e l  2 , w h ic h  a re  

s tu r d ie r ,  c le a n e r ,  a n d  d e c o r a t e d  w it h  p a in t e d  d e s ig n s  

r e p r e s e n t in g  d r a g o n s .  A  f e w  te n ts  o n  le v e l  2  a r e  s e t  

a s id e  fo r  p r is o n e r s .

T h e  la r g e  t e n  at a r e a  2  is  s e t  a p a rt  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r s  b y  

a n  o p e n  s p a c e .  It is  r e s e r v e d  f o r  R e z m ir ,  F r u la m  M o n ­

d a th , a n d  L a n g d e d r o s a  C y a n w r a th . A n  h o n o r  g u a r d  o f  

fo u r  guards a n d  fo u r  guard drakes (a p p e n d ix  B ) k e e p s  

w a t c h  a r o u n d  t h is  ten t d a y  a n d  n ig h t . T h e y  d o n ’t s le e p  at 

t h e ir  p o s t s ,  t h e y  d o n ’t fa ll fo r  t r ic k s ,  a n d  t h e y  d o n ’t l is t e n  

t o  s t o r i e s  o r  p le a s .  T h e i r  j o b  is  t o  k e e p  e v e r y o n e  a w a y  

fr o m  t h e ir  l e a d e r s ’ te n t, a n d  t h e y  a r e  fa n a t ic a l  a b o u t  it. 

O n ly  a c o ly t e s  a n d  a d e p t s  t h e  g u a r d s  k n o w  b y  s ig h t  a n d  

b y  v o i c e  a r e  a l l o w e d  t o  a p p r o a c h .

C a m p  A l e r t n e s s

F o r  th e  f ir s t  d a y  fo l lo w in g  th e  ra id , th e  c u lt is t s  a re  b o t h  

e la te d  w ith  th e  o u t c o m e  a n d  e x h a u s t e d . R e z m ir  d o e s n ’t 

e x p e c t  a  s e r i o u s  c h a l le n g e  f r o m  t h e  t o w n , a n d  s lo w e r  

m e m b e r s  o f  th e  r a id in g  p a r t y  a n d  w a lk in g  w o u n d e d  

s t r a g g le  in t o  c a m p  a ll t h r o u g h  t h e  d a y  a fte r  th e  ra id .

T h e  s itu a t io n  at th e  c a m p  is  c o n f u s e d  a n d  s e c u r i t y  is  

la x . M o s t  o f  t h e s e  r a id e r s  a r e  m e r c e n a r ie s  a n d  b a n d its , 

a n d  n o t  e v e n  th e  d e d i c a t e d  c u lt is t s  w e a r  r e c o g n iz a b le  

u n ifo r m s  o n  r a id s . N o  o n e  c h a l le n g e s  la t e c o m e r s  fo r  

p a s s w o r d s  o r  s e c u r it y  s ig n a ls .  P u t  s im p ly , th e  r a id e r s  

a re  c o n f id e n t  th a t n o  e n e m ie s  f o l lo w e d  t h e m  t h is  far. 

C h a r a c t e r s  c a n  w a lk  s tr a ig h t  in to  t h e  c a m p  w it h o u t  

h a v in g  t h e ir  id e n t it ie s  s e r i o u s ly  c h a l le n g e d . In  fa c t , th e  

b o ld e r  th e y  a r e ,  t h e  m o r e  l ik e ly  t h e y  a r e  to  b le n d  r ig h t  in .

P la y e r s  m a y  b e  t e m p t e d  t o  h a v e  c h a r a c t e r s  s e e k  c o v e r  

a n d  o b s e r v e  d u r in g  th e  d a y  a n d  n o t  a tte m p t  to  e n te r  th e  

c a m p  u n til  n ig h t fa l l .  T h is  c a n  w o r k , t o o ,  b u t  s n e a k in g  

a r o u n d  in  t h e  d a r k  is  m o r e  l ik e ly  t o  a t tra c t  s u s p i ­

c i o n  t h a n  s im p ly  w a lk in g  in  a s  i f  t h e y  b e l o n g  

in  t h e  c a m p .

T h e  c h i e f  r is k  is  th a t s o m e o n e  m ig h t  r e c ­

o g n i z e  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  f r o m  t h e  f ig h t in g  

at G r e e n e s t .  H a v e  e a c h  c h a r a c ­

t e r  m a k e  a  D C  5  C h a r is m a  

c h e c k . S u c c e s s  m e a n s  n o  o n e  

r e m e m b e r s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r ’s  fa c e , 

b u t  fa i lu r e  m e a n s  th a t at s o m e  t im e  (n o t n e c e s s a r i l y  

im m e d ia t e ly ,  b u t  w h e n  r e c o g n i t i o n  w o u ld  b e  th e  m o s t  

d ra m a t ic ) ,  s o m e o n e  in  t h e  c a m p  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  c h a r a c ­

ter. I f  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  w e a r i n g  C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n  r e g a l ia  

t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  r e a r g u a r d , t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  d is a d v a n ­

t a g e  o n  t h is  r o l l  b e c a u s e  n o  o n e  r e t u r n in g  t o  c a m p  at 

t h is  t im e  s h o u ld  b e  in  u n ifo r m . T h e  c h a r a c t e r  w h o  f a c e d  

C y a n w r a t h  o n e -o n - o n e , h o w e v e r , h a s  a  -4  p e n a lt y  to  

th e  r o ll .  I f  th a t c h a r a c t e r  e v e r  c o m e s  f a c e - t o - fa c e  w it h



s o m e o n e  h a s  r e c o g n i z e d  th e  c h a r a c t e r  f r o m  t h e  fig h t 

in  G r e e n e s t .  T h e  c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  t o  g e t  a w a y  

i f  t h e y  im m e d ia t e ly  g o  o n  th e  a tta c k  a n d  b e g in  c u t t in g  

t h e ir  w a y  o u t o f  c a m p ,  b u t  i f  t h e y  d e la y  o r  s p in  t a le s ,  a 

c r o w d  o f  cultists th a t o u t n u m b e r s  t h e m  fiv e  t o  o n e  s u r ­

r o u n d s  t h e m .

I f  c h a r a c t e r s  t ry  t o  e s t im a t e  n u m b e r s  in  t h e  c a m p , 

t h e y  c o u n t  r o u g h ly  o n e  h u n d r e d  k o b o ld s  a n d  a  m ix  o f  

b a n d it s , g u a r d s ,  a n d  c u lt is ts  t o t a l in g  a b o u t  e ig h ty — e f fe c ­

t iv e ly  a n  u n l im it e d  s u p p ly  i f  c h a r a c t e r s  g e t  t h e  id e a  o f  

f ig h t in g  t h e m  a ll.

C a p t u r e d !

I f  c a u g h t ,  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  d is a r m e d , t h e ir  h a n d s  a r e  t ie d , 

a n d  t h e y  a r e  b r o u g h t  b e fo r e  F r u la m  M o n d a t h  fo r  ju d g ­

m e n t .  O n e  b y  o n e , s h e  a s k s  t h e m  w h o  t h e y  a r e ,  w h e r e  

t h e y  c a m e  fr o m , a n d  w h a t  t h e y ’r e  d o in g  in  h e r  c a m p .

• I f  a n y o n e  w a s  r e c o g n i z e d  fr o m  t h e  f ig h t in g  in  

G r e e n e s t ,  it d o e s n ’t m a tt e r  w h a t  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  say . 

M o n d a t h  s e n t e n c e s  a ll o f  t h e m  to  b e  e x e c u t e d  o n  th e  

m o r r o w ,  a ft e r  s p e n d in g  t h e  n ig h t  t ie d  to  p o s t s  a lo n g ­

s id e  t h e  m o n k  L e o s in . C h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  o n e  n ig h t

to  e s c a p e  t h is  fa te . T h e y  m ig h t  w r ig g le  o u t  o f  th e ir  

b o n d s , b r ib e  o r  c h a r m  a  c u lt is t  to  s e t  t h e m  fr e e ,  o r  

c o m e  u p  w it h  a  c le v e r  u s e  fo r  a  c a n tr ip .  I f  a ll e ls e  fa i ls , 

L e o s i n  r e v e a ls  th a t h e  h a s  a  h id d e n  k n ife  w it h  w h ic h  

t h e y  c a n  c u t  t h e m s e lv e s  f r e e .

• I f  c h a r a c t e r s  a d m it  th e y  c a m e  f r o m  G r e e n e s t  a n d  a re  

e n e m ie s  o f  t h e  cu lt , th e  e f fe c t  is  th e  s a m e  a s  i f  t h e y ’d  

b e e n  r e c o g n iz e d .

• I f  c h a r a c t e r s  l ie  t o  M o n d a t h — c la im in g  t h e y  a r e  n e w  

r e c r u it s  a n d  t h is  is  a ll a  m is t a k e , fo r  e x a m p le ,  o r  th a t 

t h e y  a re  s t u d y in g  t h e  c u lt  b e f o r e  d e c id in g  w h e t h e r  

t o  j o i n — t h e n  c o m p a r e  t h e ir  C h a r is m a  (D e c e p t i o n )  

c h e c k s  t o  M o n d a t h ’s  W is d o m  c h e c k  to  d e t e r m in e  

w h e t h e r  s h e  b e l i e v e s  t h e m . Y o u  c a n  a l l o w  a d v a n ta g e  

o r  d is a d v a n t a g e  o n  t h e  r o l l  w h e n  s o m e o n e ’s  l ie s  a re  

e s p e c ia l l y  p la u s ib le  o r  im p la u s ib le .  M a tc h  d ie  r o l l s  

in d iv id u a l ly  fo r  e v e r y  c h a ra c te r . T h o s e  w h o  M o n d a t h  

b e l i e v e s  a r e  s e t  f r e e ,  b u t w a t c h e d  a n d  s t o p p e d  i f  th e y  

t r y  t o  le a v e  t h e  c a m p . T h o s e  w h o  M o n d a t h  d o e s  n o t  

b e l ie v e  a r e  s e n t e n c e d  t o  d ie  a s  a b o v e .

E x p l o r i n g  t h e  C a m p

C h a r a c t e r s  c a n  le a r n  m u c h  f r o m  p o k in g  a r o u n d  in  th e  

c a m p .  I f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  p o s e  a s  c u lt  m e m b e r s ,  t h e y  c a n  

s p e a k  t o  o t h e r  c u lt is t s  a n d  q u e s t io n  t h e m  (c a r e fu l ly )  

a b o u t  t h e  c u l t ’s  p la n s  a n d  lo n g -t e r m  g o a ls .  M o s t  c u lt is t s  

s h o u ld  b e  t r e a te d  a s  in d i ffe re n t  w h e n  d e t e r m in in g  r e a c ­

t io n s  o r  t r y in g  to  g a in  a  fav o r . K o b o ld s  a re  l e s s  h e lp fu l  

a n d  s h o u ld  b e  c o n s id e r e d  h o s t i le  w h e n  c h a r a c t e r s  m a k e  

C h a r i s m a  c h e c k s  to  g a u g e  t h e ir  r e a c t io n .

C h a r a c t e r s  c a n  le a r n  th e  f o l lo w in g  in fo rm a tio n  

t h r o u g h  o b s e r v a t io n  a n d  q u e s t io n in g . T h e y  n e e d  t o  b e  

c a r e fu l ,  h o w e v e r , n o t  t o  a ttra c t  a tte n tio n  fo r  a s k in g  t o o  

m a n y  q u e s t io n s  o r  p o k in g  th e ir  n o s e s  in t o  t h in g s  th a t 

a r e  n o n e  o f  th e ir  b u s in e s s .  A n y  t im e  th e y  c o m e  o f f  a s  

“ t o o  n o s y ,” fe e l f r e e  t o  c a l l  fo r  a n o t h e r  C h a r is m a  c h e c k  to  

s e e  w h e t h e r  s o m e o n e  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e m  fr o m  G r e e n e s t .

• T h is  is  a  c a m p  o f  t h e  C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n — p r a is e  

T ia m a t ’s  g lo ry !  ( S o m e  c u lt is t s  e x t e n d  t h e ir  r ig h t  h a n d  

w it h  f in g e r s  o u t s t r e t c h e d  to  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  fiv e  h e a d s  o f  

T ia m a t  w h e n  t h e y  p r a is e  h e r  g lo r y . O t h e r s  c u r l  b a c k  

t w o  f in g e r s ,  to  s h o w  th a t T ia m a t ’s  s t r e n g t h  is  h id d e n . 

T h i s  i s  n o t  m a n d a to r y , b u t  a d e p t s  a n d  h a r d - c o r e  c u lt ­

is t s  l o o k  fa v o r a b ly  o n  t h o s e  w h o  d o  it s in c e r e ly .)

• N o t  e v e r y o n e  h e r e  is  a  fu l l - f le d g e d  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  cu lt . 

M a n y  a r e  n e w  in it ia te s  w o r k in g  t o w a r d  fu ll  a c c e p ­

t a n c e ,  a n d  m a n y  o t h e r s  a re  s im p le  m e r c e n a r ie s ,  h ir e d  

t o  f le s h  o u t  th e  c a m p ’s  s t r e n g t h  d u r in g  r a id s  o r  i f  it 

s h o u ld  c o m e  u n d e r  a tta ck .

• T h e  k o b o ld s  a re  h e r e  b e c a u s e  t h e ir  w o r s h ip fu l  a tti­

t u d e  t o w a r d  d r a g o n s  m a k e s  t h e m  e a s y  fo r  R e z m ir  a n d  

o t h e r  h ig h -r a n k in g  c u lt is t s  t o  m a n ip u la t e ,  b u t t h e y  a re  

n o t  w e l l  l ik e d  o r  t r u s t e d  b y  th e  o t h e r  r a c e s .

• H u n te r s  w h o  b r in g  in  a n t e lo p e  a n d  o t h e r  la r g e  g a m e  

fr o m  t h e  g r a s s la n d s  fe e d  t h e  c a m p . T h e  c u lt is ts  a n d  

th e ir  a l l ie s  ea t m o s t  o f  it, b u t  s o m e  is  s t o r e d  in  th e  

c a v e  t o  f e e d  t h e  h a t ch l in g s .

• T h e  c u lt  h a s  b e e n  r a n g in g  fa r  a n d  w id e  o n  s m a ll  r a id s  

t o  c o l l e c t  t r e a s u r e .  G r e e n e s t  w a s  t h e  c l o s e s t  t a r g e t to  

t h e  c a m p , th e  b ig g e s t  o f  a ll t h e  t o w n s  t h e y ’v e  a tta c k e d , 

a n d  t h e  m o s t  p r o f i t a b le — p r a is e  T ia m a t ’s  g lo ry !

• P r is o n e r s  a r e  u s e d  fo r  m a n u a l  la b o r .  In  t h e  p a s t , a  f e w  

h a v e  “c o n v e r t e d ”  a n d  b e c o m e  lo y a l  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  

cu lt , b u t  m o s t  d ie  e v e n t u a lly  o f  o v e r w o r k  a n d  u n d e r ­

n o u r is h m e n t .  T h e n  t h e y  a r e  fe d  t o  th e  d r a k e s  o r  t a k e n  

in t o  t h e  c a v e  t o  fe e d  t h e  h a t c h l in g s .

• T h e  c a v e  at th e  b a c k  o f  th e  c a m p  (a r e a  4 ) is  o f f - l im ­

its  t o  a ll b u t  t h o s e  w h o ’v e  b e e n  c l e a r e d  b y  M o n d a t h  

a n d  R e z m ir ,  w h ic h  in c lu d e s  a  h a n d fu l  o f  g u a r d s  a n d  

k o b o ld s .  It ’s  k n o w n  a r o u n d  c a m p  a s  “ th e  n u rs e ry ,” 

a n d  it ’s  a n  o p e n  s e c r e t  th a t R e z m ir  p la n s  t o  h a t c h  a 

c lu tc h  o f  d r a g o n  e g g s  t h e re .

• T h e  h a l f -b la c k  d r a g o n  R e z m ir  c a m e  to  t h e  a r e a  a  fe w  

m o n t h s  a g o , a n d  s h e  s e t  u p  t h e  c a m p .  M o n d a t h  h a n ­

d le s  e v e r y d a y  o p e r a t io n s .

• T h e  h a l f -b lu e  d r a g o n  C y a n w ra t h  is  M o n d a t h ’s  r ig h t  

h a n d  a n d  is  s e ld o m  fa r  f r o m  h e r  s id e . H e  h a s  a  r ig id  

s e n s e  o f  h o n o r ,  b u t  y o u  d o n ’t w a n t  t o  m a k e  h im  a n g ry .

• T h e  m o t h e r  o f  d r a g o n s — p r a is e  T ia m a t ’s  g l o r y — s h a ll  

re t u r n , a n d  w h e n  th a t d a y  c o m e s ,  a ll t h e  n a t io n s  o f  th e  

w o r ld  s h a l l  t r e m b le  b e fo r e  h e r  m a je s t y !

• T h e  m o n k  is  o f  s p e c ia l  in t e r e s t  t o  R e z m ir .  W h y  e l s e  

w o u ld  s h e  k e e p  t h e  c r e a t u r e  a liv e  th a t w a y ?  W h a t  

R e z m ir  h o p e s  t o  le a r n  f r o m  h im  is  a n y o n e ’s  g u e s s ,  

b u t y o u  w o u ld n ’t w a n t  to  b e  in  th a t h a l f -e l f ’s  s k in — o r  

w h a t ’s  le ft  o f  it— w h e n  th e  q u e s t i o n in g  g e t s  s e r io u s .

• T h e  p lu n d e r  f r o m  n e a r b y  s e t t le m e n t s  is  s t o r e d  in  th e  

c a v e . N o  o n e  b u t  R e z m ir  k n o w s  h o w  m u c h  is  t h e r e  

a lto g e th e r ,  b u t  it m u s t  b e  a  b ig  p i le  b y  n o w .

A s i d e  f r o m  b e in g  r e c o g n iz e d , t h e  c h i e f  r is k  o f  s p e n d in g  

t im e  in  th e  c u lt is t  c a m p  is  g e tt in g  r o p e d  in t o  a  w o r k  

d e ta i l .  C h a r a c t e r s  m ig h t  b e  s e le c t e d  b y  a n  o f f i c e r  to  

s p e n d  a  f e w  h o u r s  h e lp in g  w it h  f o o d  p r e p a r a t io n , s t a n d ­

in g  g u a r d  in  a  t o w e r , p r a c t i c in g  w e a p o n  d r i ll , o r  e v e n  

c le a n in g  u p  a ft e r  a n im a ls  (a  j o b  u s u a l ly  r e s e r v e d  fo r  

p r i s o n e r s ,  b u t  c u r r e n t ly  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  p r i s o n e r s  in  th e  

c a m p  is  lo w ) .



r e v e a ls  th a t h e  h a s  a  s m a ll  k n ife  h id d e n  in  

h is  b o o t .  T h e y  c a n  u s e  it t o  c u t  t h e ir  b o n d s . 

L e o s i n ’s  a b s e n c e  is  n o t i c e d  w it h in  f iv e  m in ­

u te s  i f  h e  is  t a k e n  a w a y , a n d  a n  a la r m  g o e s  u p  

t h r o u g h o u t  th e  c a m p . R ig g in g  u p  a  d u m m y  

in  h is  p la c e  d e la y s  t h e  d is c o v e r y  b y  t w e n ty  

m in u t e s .  T y in g  u p  a  d e a d  o r  u n c o n s c i o u s  c u lt

is t (p r e fe r a b ly  a  h a l f -e l f )  in  h is  p la c e  a s s u r e s  

t h e  in t r u d e r s  a  t w o -h o u r  h e a d  s ta r t  b e f o r e  th e  

e s c a p e  is  n o t i c e d .

R e w a r d s

A w a rd  s ta n d a r d  X P  fo r  d e fe a t e d  fo e s .  T h is  e p is o d e  

d o e s  n o t  in v o lv e  m a n y  fig h ts , b u t  it d o e s  p r e s e n t  

m a n y  c h a l le n g e s ,  a n d  c h a r a c t e r s  s h o u ld  b e  

r e w a r d e d  f o r  o v e r c o m in g  t h e m . T h e  a w a r d s  

l is t e d  b e lo w  a r e  ju s t  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s ;  

a d ju s t  t h e m  a n d  a d d  t o  t h e m  a s  y o u  s e e  

fit. C h a r a c t e r s  c a n  r e a c h  3 rd  le v e l  i f  th e y  

a c t  p r u d e n t ly  a n d  c a p it a l iz e  o n  a ll th e  

o p p o r t u n it i e s  th e  c a m p  o f fe r s ,  b u t  it ’s  n o t  

e s s e n t ia l  th a t t h e y  d o .

• I f  y o u  a re  u s in g  t h e  m ile s t o n e  e x p e ­

r i e n c e  ru le ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  r e a c h  3 rd  

le v e l  w h e n  t h e y  c o m p le t e  t h is  e p is o d e .

• F o r  g e t t in g  in t o  a n d  o u t  o f  th e  c u lt i s t s ’ 

c a m p  w it h o u t  c a u s in g  a n  a la r m  o r  

b e in g  c a u g h t :  1 0 0  X P  p e r  c h a ra ct e r .

• F o r  g e t t in g  in t o  a n d  o u t  o f  t h e  c u lt is t s ’ 

c a m p  w it h o u t  s t ir r in g  a n y  s u s p ic io n : a n

a d d it io n a l  1 0 0  X P  p e r  c h a r a ct e r .

• F o r  r e s c u i n g  L e o s in : 2 5 0  X P  p e r  c h a ra ct e r .

• F o r  le a v in g  a d u m m y  o r  d e c o y  in  L e o s i n ’s  p la c e :  a n  

a d d it io n a l  5 0  X P  p e r  c h a r a c te r .

• F o r  r e s c u in g  o t h e r  p r i s o n e r s :  2 5  X P  f o r  e a c h  p r i s o n e r  

b r o u g h t  o u t  o f  th e  c a m p  a liv e .

• F o r  e a c h  p ie c e  o f  in f o r m a t io n  l is t e d  u n d e r  “ E x p lo r in g  

t h e  C a m p ” th a t c h a r a c t e r s  l e a r n  o n  t h e ir  o w n  (n o t  

f r o m  L e o s in ) :  2 5  X P  p e r  c h a r a c te r .

W h e n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a r r iv e  s a fe ly  b a c k  at G r e e n e s t —  

p r e s u m a b ly  w it h  L e o s i n  in  t o w — h e  c a n  fill t h e m  in  o n  

a n y  d e t a i ls  t h e y  m i s s e d  d u r in g  t h e ir  in v e s t ig a t io n  o f  

th e  c u l t ’s  c a m p . T h e  m o n k s  w h o  a c c o m p a n ie d  h im  a re  

d e l ig h t e d  t o  s e e  h im  a l iv e , a n d  t h e  fa m il i e s  o f  a n y  o t h e r  

r e l e a s e d  p r i s o n e r s  a r e  e q u a l ly  g r a t e fu l  f o r  t h e  r e t u r n  o f  

th e ir  lo v e d  o n e s .  G o v e r n o r  N ig h th il l  p a y s  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  

th e ir  p r o m i s e d  2 5 0  g p  e a c h  a n d  p u b l ic ly  p r a is e s  t h e ir  

c o u r a g e  a n d  d a r in g .

L e o s i n  

E r l a n t h a r

T h e  m o n k  is  t ie d  t o  a  s t a k e  at th e  

b a c k  o f  t h e  c a m p  (a r e a  3 ). H e  h a s  

b e e n  s e v e r e ly  b e a te n , a n d  h e  h a s  

b e e n  d e n ie d  f o o d  a n d  w a t e r  in  a n  

e f fo r t  to  b r e a k  h is  s p ir it . R e z m ir  

k n o w s  f r o m  in f o r m a n t s  a c r o s s  

th e  S w o r d  C o a s t  th a t L e o s in  

h a s  b e e n  r e s e a r c h in g  th e  

c u lt ’s  h is t o r y  a n d  r e c e n t  

a ctiv ity . T h e  w y r m s p e a k e r  

w a n t s  t o  k n o w  h o w  m u c h  

L e o s in  h a s  le a r n e d  a n d  

w it h  w h o m  h e  s h a r e d  

h is  in f o r m a t io n . R e z m ir  

c o n s id e r e d  it a n  a m a z in g  

s t r o k e  o f  lu c k  th a t L e o s in  

w a s  c a p t u r e d  d u r in g  th e  ra id .

In  fa ct, it w a s n ’t lu c k  at a ll, a t le a s t  

n o t  f o r  R e z m ir .  L e o s i n  h a d  s t u d ie d  

th e ir  p r e v io u s  a t t a c k s  a n d  c o n c lu d e d  

th a t th e  t im e  w a s  r ig h t  fo r  th e  cu lt  

to  s tr ik e  a  b ig g e r  ta rg e t , a n d  

h e  k n e w  th a t G r e e n e s t  w a s  

p r o s p e r o u s  y e t  p o o r ly  

d e fe n d e d , m a k in g  it th e  

m o s t  l ik e ly  n e x t  ta rg e t . S o ,  

w h e n  h e  d e e m e d  th e  t im e  

w a s  ju s t  a b o u t  r ig h t, h e  v is ite d  

th e  t o w n  w it h  th e  in te n t  o f  s ta y in g  

u n til  s o m e t h in g  h a p p e n e d . H is  o b s e r v a ­

t io n s  p a id  o ff, a n d  L e o s in  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m  h is  

p e o p le  d u r in g  th e  n ig h t  a n d  fe ll in  w it h  th e  r a id e r s  

w h e n  th e y  r e t re a te d , h o p in g  t o  le a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  th e  

c u lt 's  p la n s  a n d  th e  lo c a t io n  o f  th e ir  c a m p . R e z m ir  s p o t ­

te d  h im  a ft e r  th e  s u n  c a m e  u p , a n d  t h e  m o n k  w a s  q u ick ly  

o v e r p o w e r e d  a n d  c a p t u r e d .

T h a t  p o r t i o n  o f  L e o s in ’s  s c h e m e  h a s  w o r k e d  r e a s o n ­

a b ly  w e l l .  H e  n o w  k n o w s  m o s t  o f  th e  in fo r m a t io n  l is te d  

a b o v e  u n d e r  “ E x p lo r in g  t h e  C a m p .” U n fo r t u n a t e ly  fo r  

h im , ca p t iv ity  h a s  b e e n  m o r e  b ru ta l  t h a n  h e  e x p e c t e d , 

a n d  a lt h o u g h  h is  m in d  a n d  w il l  a r e  s t i ll  s t r o n g , h e ’s  in  a 

v e r y  p o o r  p h y s ic a l  s ta te .

D e s p it e  th e  d a n g e r , L e o s in  is n ’t e n t ire ly  h a p p y  a b o u t  

b e in g  r e s c u e d  i f  c h a r a c t e r s  c o m e  to  s e t  h im  f r e e . H e  

b e l i e v e s  h e  c a n  le a r n  m o r e , a n d  h e ’s  w i l l in g  to  ta k e  th e  

r is k . H e ’s  t o o  w e a k  t o  r e s is t ,  h o w e v e r ,  s o  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  

e a s i ly  ta k e  h im  a w a y  a g a in s t  h is  w i l l  i f  t h a t ’s  w h a t  th e y  

w a n t  t o  d o . H e  c a n  m o v e  w it h o u t  a id  a t a  s p e e d  o f  2 0  fe e t  

a n d  f ig h ts  a s  a  c o m m o n e r  w it h  d is a d v a n t a g e  o n  a t ta c k  

r o l ls .  I f  c h a r a c t e r s  d o n ’t b r in g  h im  o u t  o f  th e  c a m p , 

L e o s in  b r e a k s  a w a y  o n  h is  o w n . H e  r e fu s e s  to  ta lk  a b o u t  

it la ter.

I f  c h a r a c t e r s  a re  c a p t u r e d  a n d  im p r is o n e d  a lo n g s id e  

L e o s i n  a n d  t h e ir  a tte m p ts  to  e s c a p e  fa ll t h r o u g h , h e



E p i s o d e  3:  D r a g o n  H a t c h e r y

A
fte r  h is  e x p e r ie n c e  in  ca p tiv ity , L e o s i n  n e e d s  s e v ­

e ra l  d a y s  t o  r e c o v e r .  W h e n  h e ’s  h e a lt h y  a g a in , h e  

in t e n d s  to  tr a v e l  n o r t h  t o  E ltu r e l  to  c o n v e y  w h a t  

h e ’s  l e a r n e d  to  O n th a rr  F r u m e , a  p a la d in  o f  T o r m  w h o  

s h a r e s  h is  c o n c e r n  o v e r  t h e  C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n ’s  r e c e n t  

s u r g e  in  a ctiv ity . H e  h a s  a  fa v o r  t o  a s k  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s .

“ A f t e r  al l  y o u ’v e  d o n e  a l r e ad y  f o r  m e  p e r s o n a l l y  an d  f o r  

t h e  p e o p l e  o f  G r e e n e s t ,  I h a t e  t o  ask  a n y t h i n g  m o r e  f r o m  

y o u .  Bu t  t h e  n eed  is g r ea t ,  an d  I d a r e  t o  h o p e  t h a t  y o u  can  

a i d  m e  o n e  t i m e  m o r e .  I n eed  y o u  t o  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c u l t i s t s ’ 

c am p .  Yo u  k n o w  y o u r  w a y  a r o u n d  i t  n o w .  I f  t h e  c u l t i s t s  ar e 

p r e p a r i n g  t o  c o n d u c t  a n o t h e r  r a id ,  o r  a l a r g e b o d y  o f  t h e m  

m a r c h e s  aw ay, o r  i f  an y t h i n g  su b s t a n t i a l  is c a r r i e d  i n t o  o r  

o u t  o f  t h a t  ca v e ,  I n eed  t o  k n o w .  I f  y o u  h av e  a c h a n c e  t o  

g e t  i n t o  t h e  c a m p  an d  l o o k  a r o u n d  ag a in ,  t h a t  w o u ld  b e 

t h e  i d ea l  w a y  t o  sp o t  an y t h i n g  t h a t ' s  ch an g e d .

“ I d o n ’ t  r e c o m m e n d  l e t t i n g  y o u r s e l v e s  g e t  c a p t u r e d , ”  h e 

ad d s  w i t h  a w r y  sm i l e .

I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  w e r e  w o r k in g  a s  c a r a v a n  g u a r d s , 

L e o s i n  o f fe r s  t o  m a t ch  w h a t e v e r  t h e ir  p r e v io u s  e m p lo y e r  

w a s  p a y in g  t h e m  p lu s  2 0  p e r c e n t .  I f  th e y  a r e  c u r r e n t ly  

u n e m p lo y e d , h e  o f fe r s  t h e m  1 5 0  g p  a p ie c e .  H e ’s  w i l l in g  

t o  h a g g le ;  t h is  m is s i o n  is  im p o r t a n t ,  a n d  n o  o n e  e l s e  

is  a v a i la b le  w h o  L e o s i n  b e l ie v e s  c a n  h a n d le  it. I f  th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  a c c e p t ,  h e  te l ls  t h e m  t o  f in d  h im  at t h e  c i t y  o f  

E ltu r e l  a f t e r w a r d , b o t h  t o  r e p o r t  a n d  to  c o l l e c t  t h e ir  p ay. 

I f  h e  h a s  m o v e d  o n  b e f o r e  t h e y  r e a c h  th e  c ity , t h e y  c a n  

s p e a k  t o  t h e  p a la d in  O n t h a r r  F r u m e  in s te a d .

T h e  m o n k  d o e s n ’t b e l i e v e  it ’s  e s s e n t ia l  th a t t h e  c h a r ­

a c t e r s  h e a d  b a c k  t o  t h e  c a m p  im m e d ia te ly .  H e  d o e s n ’t 

e x p e c t  th e  c u lt is t s  t o  m a k e  a n y  s u d d e n  c h a n g e s  in  t h e ir  

p la n s  o r  m o d e  o f  o p e r a t io n . L e o s i n  i s  w r o n g  a b o u t  th is , 

b e c a u s e  h e  d o e s n ’t r e a l iz e  h o w  m u c h  h is  p r e s e n c e  in  

G r e e n e s t  a la r m e d  t h e  w y r m s p e a k e r .  R e z m ir  k n o w s  

th a t L e o s i n  i s  in v e s t ig a t in g  t h e  C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n , b u t 

s h e  d o e s n ’t k n o w  w h e t h e r  th e  m o n k ’s  a p p e a r a n c e  in  

G r e e n e s t  w a s  a  c o in c id e n c e ,  a  g o o d  g u e s s ,  o r  a  s ig n  th a t 

th e  c u l t ’s  w h o le  p la n  h a s  b e e n  c o m p r o m is e d . S h e  is n ’t 

w i l l in g  t o  ta k e  c h a n c e s :  s h e ’s  h e a d in g  n o r t h  w it h  t h e  

a c c u m u la t e d  t r e a s u r e  im m e d ia t e ly .



A b a n d o n e d  C a m p

W h e n  c h a r a c t e r s  r e t u r n  to  t h e  c a m p  a re a , t h e y  f in d  it 

m o s t ly  a b a n d o n e d . ( I f  th e y  s ta y e d , th e y  w i t n e s s e d  th e  

r a p id  p a c k in g  u p  a n d  a b a n d o n m e n t  o f  th e  c a m p .)  T h e  

s t in k in g  h u ts  o f  th e  k o b o ld s  ( t h o s e  o n  le v e l  1) h a v e  b e e n  

b u r n e d ,  b u t  t h e  le v e l 2  h u ts  a n d  b o t h  g u a r d  t o w e r s  

r e m a in . A n y o n e  c a n  d e t e r m in e  fr o m  t r a c k s  th a t th e  

c u lt is t s  tr e k k e d  a w a y  in  s m a ll  g r o u p s  in  a ll d ir e c t io n s .

A  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  10  W is d o m  ( P e r c e p t io n )  c h e c k  r e v e a ls  

th a t m o s t  o f  t h e  c a m p ’s  w a g o n s  a n d  p a c k  a n im a ls  

m o v e d  in  a  t ra in  t o w a r d  t h e  w e s t .

S t i l l  le ft  in  th e  c a m p  a re  s o m e  h u n te r s , t h e  k o b o ld s  

w h o  t e n d  th e  d r a g o n  n u r s e r y  in  t h e  c a v e s ,  F r u la m  M o n ­

d a th , h e r  g u a r d s ,  a n d  L a n g d e d r o s a  C y a n w r a th . O n ly  th e  

h u n te rs  s t il l u s e  t h e  h u ts . A l l  o t h e r s  l iv e  in  t h e  h a t c h e r y  

c a v e . T h e  a c t iv ity  a n d  g u a r d s  a r o u n d  t h e  c a v e  m o u t h  

s h o u ld  b e  t h e  t o p  d r a w  o n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ’ a tte n tio n .

O n  m o s t  m o r n in g s ,  h u n te r s  fa n  o u t  o n t o  t h e  g r a s s la n d  

t o  h u n t  f o r  a n t e lo p e  a n d  o t h e r  la r g e  g a m e . T h e y  tra v e l 

o n  h o r s e b a c k  a n d  b r in g  a lo n g  a n  e x t r a  h o r s e  t o  p a c k  th e  

f ie ld -d r e s s e d  g a m e  b a c k  t o  t h e  c a m p . H u n t e r s  d o n ’t n e c ­

e s s a r i ly  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  c a m p  e v e r y  e v e n in g . T h e y  s ta y  o u t 

u n til  t h e y  h a v e  a  l o a d  o f  m e a t  t o  b r in g  b a c k . H u n tin g  o n  

th e  G r e e n f ie ld s  is  g o o d , s o  t h e y  s e ld o m  n e e d  to  s p e n d  

m o r e  t h a n  a  n ig h t  o r  t w o  a w a y . F o u r  scouts a ct  a s  h u n t­

e r s ;  r o l l  a  d 4  to  d e t e r m in e  h o w  m a n y  a r e  in  th e  c a m p  

w h e n  c h a r a c t e r s  a r r iv e . T h e y  a r e  n o t  d e d i c a t e d  c u lt is t s ,  

s o  t h e y  w o n ’t c h a l le n g e  c h a r a c t e r s  w h o  e n t e r  th e  c a m p , 

a tt a c k  t h e m , o r  e v e n  a le r t  t h e  c u lt is ts . T h e y  c o n s id e r  

s t a n d in g  g u a r d  t o  b e  b e n e a t h  t h e m .

T h e y  a r e  a  t a c it u r n  b u n c h , s o  t h e y  w o n ’t b e  m u ch  

h e lp  t o  in q u is it iv e  c h a r a c t e r s .  T h e y  c o n v e r s e  m o r e  

fr e e ly  w it h  r a n g e r s ,  b u t  to  m o s t  s t r a n g e r s  t h e y  m e r e ly  

n o d , p o in t , s h a k e  t h e ir  h e a d s , s c o w l ,  a n d  u tte r  o n e -  o r  

t w o - w o r d  a n s w e r s .  I f  c h a r a c t e r s  c o n v e r s e  w it h  t h e m , 

t h e s e  h u n te r s  c a n  r e la te  h o w  t h e  c a m p  d is s o lv e d  w ith in  

h o u r s  a f t e r  t h e  d is c o v e r y  o f  t h e  c a p t u r e d  h a l f -e l f ’s  

e s c a p e . C ra te s  c a r r ie d  fr o m  t h e  c a v e  w e r e  lo a d e d  o n t o  

w a g o n s  o r  a n im a ls  a n d  h a u le d  t o  t h e  w e s t .  A  f e w  r a id e r s  

r e m a in  in  t h e  c a v e : th e  W e a r e r  o f  P u r p le  (M o n d a t h ) ,  th e  

“d r a g o n -m a n ” (C y a n w r a th ) , t h e  b e t te r  w a r r io r s ,  a n d  th e  

“ d r a g o n -d o g s ” (k o b o ld s ) .  A s  l o n g  a s  t h e  c u lt is ts  p a y  w e l l  

fo r  f r e s h  m e a t ,  th e  t r a c k e r s  c o n t in u e  h u n t in g  fo r  t h e m . 

W h a t e v e r  e l s e  th e  c a v e  h o ld s  is  n o n e  o f  t h e ir  c o n c e r n .

A  t h o r o u g h  s e a r c h  o f  th e  c a m p  t a k e s  a b o u t  te n  m a n -  

h o u r s .  A l l o w  c h a r a c t e r s  to  m a k e  a  W is d o m  (P e r c e p t io n )  

c h e c k  a ft e r  t h e  fir s t  h o u r . A  s u c c e s s f u l  r o ll  m e a n s  th e  

c h a r a c t e r  r e a l iz e s  th a t w h i le  q u it e  a b it  o f  m a te r ia l  h a s  

b e e n  le ft  b e h in d , i t ’s  a ll  t ra s h : c r a c k e d  p o tte r y , r u s t y  

k n iv e s ,  s o i l e d  c lo t h in g  a n d  b e d d in g , c h e a p  c o o k w a r e , 

a n d  w in e  t h a t ’s  g o n e  t o  v in e g a r .  S o m e  o f  it m ig h t  b e  o f  

u s e  to  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  G r e e n e s t  w h o  l o s t  e v e r y t h in g  in  

f ir e s , b u t  it h a s  n o  v a lu e  a s  t r e a s u re .

G e n e r a l  F e a t u r e s

T h e  o n ly  t h in g  o f  in t e r e s t  r e m a in in g  in  th e  c a m p  is  th e  

c a v e  i t s e l f  (a r e a  4  o n  th e  m a p  o f  t h e  c a m p ) ,  w h ic h  c h a r ­

a c t e r s  c a n  s e e  f r o m  t h e  c a m p . T h e r e ,  c h a r a c t e r s  f in d  

t h e  c u lt is t s  w h o  s t a y e d  b e h in d , a  c lu t c h  o f  d r a g o n  e g g s ,  

t h e  s p e c ia l  c a d r e  o f  k o b o ld s  w h o  te n d  t h e  e g g s — a n d  th e  

m a n y  t r a p s  t h e  k o b o l d s  s e t  t o  d e fe n d  t h e ir  h o m e . T h e s e

e g g s  a r e  im p o r t a n t  t o  th e  cu lt , b u t  t h e y  w e r e  d e e m e d  t o o  

n e a r  to  h a t c h in g  to  b e  m o v e d  s a fe ly . R e z m ir  le ft  t h e m  

w it h  w h a t  h e  b e l ie v e d  w a s  a n  a d e q u a te  g u a r d  f o r c e  

u n d e r  F r u la m  M o n d a t h  a n d  L a n g d e d r o s a  C y a n w r a th .

Ceilings. C a v e r n  c e i l in g s  a r e  1 5  f e e t  h ig h . C e i l in g s  

in  t h e  h u m a n s ’ c h a m b e r s  (a r e a s  11, 1 2 ,  a n d  1 3 ) a r e  10  

fe e t  h ig h .

Light. D u r in g  d a y t im e , a r e a s  1 a n d  2  a r e  b r ig h t ly  lit, 

a n d  a r e a s  3  a n d  4  a re  d im ly  lit b y  o u t s id e  l ig h t . A l l  o t h e r  

a r e a s  a r e  in  d a r k n e s s  u n le s s  t h e  a r e a  n o t e s  o t h e r w is e .

Sound. T h e  c a v e r n s  a re  f il le d  w it h  fa in t  s o u n d s :  

d r ip p in g  w a te r , s c r a t c h in g  r o d e n t s ,  s c r a b b l in g  l iz a r d s ,  

w in d  m o a n in g  a c r o s s  t h e  e n t r a n c e .  T h e s e  n o r m a l  

u n d e r g r o u n d  s o u n d s  c a m o u f la g e  th e  c la n k s ,  t h u d s , 

c o u g h s , a n d  s p e e c h  o f  t h e  k o b o l d s  a n d  c u lt is t s . S o u n d  

e c h o e s  w e l l  a lo n g  th e  m a in  c h a m b e r  (a r e a s  1 - 5 ) ,  s o  a  

f ig h t in  a n y  o f  t h e s e  c a n  b e  h e a r d  in  t h e  o t h e r s .  E ls e ­

w h e r e ,  n o r m a l  s o u n d s  e c h o  c o n f u s in g ly  a n d  a r e  lo s t  in  

th e  b a c k g r o u n d  n o is e .  T h e  s o u n d  o f  a  s c r e a m  c a r r ie s  a 

l o n g  d is t a n c e ,  h o w e v e r ,  a n d  th e  s o u n d  o f  a  f ig h t  tr a v e ls  

t h r o u g h  3 0  fe e t  o f  t u n n e l  a n d  a ttr a c ts  a tte n t io n  i f  th e  

f ig h t la s t s  m o r e  t h a n  3  r o u n d s .

W a n d e r i n g  M o n s t e r s

K o b o ld s  m o v e  fr e e ly  t h r o u g h  t h e  c a v e r n s , g o in g  a b o u t  

t h e ir  b u s in e s s .  C h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  to  r a n d o m ly  

e n c o u n t e r  t h e s e  w a n d e r in g  k o b o ld s .  R o l l  a  d 6  e v e r y  

t im e  c h a r a c t e r s  e n te r  o r  r e -e n t e r  a r e a s  3  t o  10. O n  

a  r o l l  o f  1, m o n s t e r s  a r e  p r e s e n t . R o l l  o n  t h e  ta b le  to  

d e t e r m in e  w h a t  t h e y  m e e t .  T h e s e  r a n d o m ly  e n c o u n ­

te r e d  m o n s t e r s  a r e  a d d e d  t o  a n y  c r e a t u r e s  m e n t io n e d  

in  t h e  a r e a  d e s c r ip t io n . B e  s u r e  t o  m a k e  t h is  r o l l  b e fo r e  

c h a r a c t e r s  e n te r  t h e  a re a , b e c a u s e  b o t h  g r o u p s  h a v e  a 

c h a n c e  to  g a in  s u r p r is e .

Epis o d e  3 En c o u n t e r s

d 6 En co u n t e r

1 4  k o b o ld s

2 6 k o b o ld s ,  2  w i n g ed  k o b o ld s

3 3 w in g e d  k o b o ld s

4 5 w in g e d  k o b o ld s

5 2 w in g e d  k o b o ld s , 1 g u a r d  d r ak e  (ap p en d i x  B)

6 2 a m b u sh  d r a k es  (a p p e n d i x  B)

1. C a v e  E n t r a n c e

T h e  e n t ra n ce  to  th e  c a v e  is  b r o a d  a n d  ta ll, b u t th e  c e i l ­

in g  q u ick ly  lo w e r s  t o  a  h e ig h t  o f  15  fee t . S t a n d in g  g u a rd  

in s id e  th e  e n tr a n ce  a re  t w o  dragonclaws ( s e e  a p p e n d ix  

B ). T h e y  p o s i t io n  t h e m s e lv e s  a b o u t  3 0  fe e t  in s id e  th e  c a v e  

a n d  s ta y  n e a r  th e  w a l l s  a n d  th e  c o lu m n , s o  th at w h ile  

th e y  a r e n ’t h id d e n , th e y  a r e n ’t c o n s p ic u o u s , e ith er. C h a r ­

a c t e r s  w h o  o b s e r v e  th e  c a v e  fr o m  a  d is t a n c e — fr o m  th e  

a r e a  o f  th e  p la te a u  w h e r e  t h e  s t e p s  a s c e n d  f r o m  le v e l 1 to  

le v e l 2 , fo r  e x a m p le — s p o t  o n e  o f  th e  d r a g o n c la w s .

I f  c h a r a c t e r s  a p p r o a c h  o p e n ly  t h r o u g h  t h e  c a m p , th e  

d r a g o n c la w s  s p o t  t h e m  a u t o m a tic a l ly  a n d  r e t r e a t  t o w a r d  

a r e a  2  in  t h e  c a v e , t o  s e t  u p  a n  a m b u s h . I f  c h a r a c t e r s  

a p p r o a c h  t h e  c a v e  q u ie t ly  f r o m  t h e  s id e s ,  t h e y  w o n ’t b e  

s p o t t e d . T h e y  th e n  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  to  s u r p r i s e  th e  d r a g o n ­

c la w s , w h o  h a v e  n o r m a l  r e a d in e s s .



2. C o n c e a l e d  Pa s s a g e

I f  t h e  g u a r d s  at t h e  e n t r a n c e  s p o t t e d  th e  c h a r a c t e r s ’ 

a p p r o a c h , t h e y  w a it  h e r e  u n t il  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  c o m e  in t o  

v ie w , t h e n  tr y  t o  s p r in g  a n  a m b u s h . D e t e r m in e  s u r p r i s e  

n o r m a lly ;  th e  d r a g o n c l a w s ’ r e a d in e s s  is  h ig h .

T h e  p a s s a g e  at t h e  e n d  o f  th is  a lc o v e  is  d e e p ly  s h a d ­

o w e d  a n d  h id d e n  b y  a  c le v e r ly  c u t  f o ld  in  t h e  r o c k . I t ’s  

o b v io u s  to  a n y o n e  w h o  w a lk s  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  a lc o v e ,  

b u t  f r o m  e l s e w h e r e  in  t h e  c a v e r n , it c a n  b e  s p o t t e d  o n ly  

w i t h  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  2 0  W is d o m  ( P e r c e p t io n )  c h e c k .

T h e  s t a ir s  d o w n  t o  a r e a  3  a r e  t r a p p e d . S e e  th a t a r e a ’s 

d e s c r i p t io n  f o r  d e ta i ls .

3. F u n g u s  G a r d e n

T h e  k o b o ld s  cu ltiv a te  fu n g u s  in  t h is  ca v e r n  to  s u p p le m e n t 

th e  m e a t  b r o u g h t  in  b y  th e  h u n te rs . M ix e d  in  a m o n g  th e  

m u n d a n e  fu n g i  a re  v io le t  fu n g i. T h e  d r o p - o f f  f r o m  a r e a  2 

is  1 0  fe e t  h ig h . T h e  s t a i r s  a r e  t r a p p e d ; s e e  b e lo w .

T h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  c av e  en d s  h e r e  at  a 1 0 - f o o t  d r o p ­

o f f . T o  y o u r  r i g h t ,  b r o ad  s t e p s  a r e  r o u g h l y  h e w n  i n t o  a 

n a t u r a l  s t o n e  r am p .  T h e  c av e r n  b e lo w  is c a r p e t e d  w i t h  

a p r o f u s i o n  o f  f u n g i  r a n g in g  f r o m  a f e w  i n c h es  h ig h  t o  

n e a r l y  as t a l l  as  a h u m a n  ad u l t .  T w o  p a t h s  l ead  t h r o u g h  

t h e  f u n g i :  o n e  o n  t h e  r i g h t  an d  o n e  o n  t h e  le f t .

N o t h in g  d is t in g u is h e s  t h e  p a t h s  to  c a s u a l  in s p e c t io n . 

T h e  p a th  o n  t h e  r ig h t  is  f la n k e d  b y  fo u r  violet fungi, 

w h i le  t h e  p a th  o n  t h e  le ft  is  f r e e  o f  t h e s e  d a n g e r o u s  

g r o w t h s . T h e  v io le t  fu n g i  c a n  b e  s p o t t e d  a m o n g  a ll th e  

o t h e r  m u s h r o o m s  w it h  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  15  I n t e l l ig e n c e  

(N a tu re ) c h e c k , b u t o n ly  f r o m  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  s t e p s ,  n o t  

f r o m  a to p  t h e  le d g e . L ik e w is e ,  a  c a r e f u l  in s p e c t i o n  o f  

t h e  p a t h  r e v e a ls  th a t o n ly  th e  le ft  t ra il s e e s  h e a v y  u s e .

T r a p p e d  S t a i r s

T h e  s t a ir s  a r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  s o  th a t th e  lo w e s t  s t e p s  c o l ­

la p s e  in to  a  r a m p  th a t d u m p s  a  c h a r a c t e r  r ig h t  a t th e  

b a s e  o f  th e  v io le t  fu n g i.  R o l l  a n y  d ie  a s  e a c h  c h a r a c t e r  

d e s c e n d s  th e  s te p s ; o n  a n  o d d  ro l l , th e  c h a r a c t e r  t r ig g e r s  

th e  tra p . A  c h a r a c t e r  w h o  is  a c t iv e ly  lo o k in g  f o r  a  tra p  o n  

th e  s t a ir s  c a n  f in d  th e  t r a p p e d  s t e p  w it h  a  s u c c e s s fu l  D C  

1 5  W is d o m  (P e r c e p t io n )  c h e c k . T h e  k o b o ld s  a n d  g u a r d s  

k n o w  w h e r e  to  a v o id  s te p p in g , o f  c o u r s e .

4 . St i r g e  L a i r

S o m e  fu n g u s  fr o m  a r e a  3  d o t s  t h is  a r e a , b u t  c h ie f ly  it is  

th e  la ir  o f  a  c o l o n y  o f  b a ts . H id d e n  a m o n g  th e  b a t s  a re  

te n  stirges. T h e  b a t s  a r e  p r e s e n t  o n ly  f r o m  s u n r is e  to  

s u n d o w n , b u t  t h e  s t ir g e s  a r e  a lw a y s  h e r e .  N o r m a ll y  th e  

s t ir g e s  p r e y  o n  t h e  p le n t ifu l  b a t s  a n d  le a v e  t h e  c a v e ’s  

o t h e r  r e s id e n t s  a lo n e , b u t  n o t  a lw a y s .

C h a r a c t e r s  n o t ic e  d e a d  b a ts  o n  t h e  f lo o r  (v ic t im s  o f  th e  

s t ir g e s ).  I f  th a t c a u s e s  s o m e o n e  t o  l o o k  u p , d e s c r i b e  h o w  

th e  c e i l in g  is  c a r p e t e d  w it h  b a t s  w it h  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  10  

W is d o m  ( P e r c e p t io n )  c h e c k . T o  a v o id  s t a r t l in g  th e  b a ts , 

c h a r a c t e r s  m u s t  p r o c e e d  v e r y  q u ie t ly . T h is  r e q u ir e s  a 

s u c c e s s f u l  D C  10  D e x t e r it y  (S t e a lt h )  c h e c k . I f  t h r e e  o r  

m o r e  c h a r a c t e r s  fa i l t h e  c h e c k , t h e  b a ts  a r e  a la r m e d

b y  th e  n o is e ,  d r o p  f r o m  t h e  c e i l in g , a n d  fly  t h r o u g h  th e  

c a v e r n  in  a  b l in d in g  c l o u d  o f  f la p p in g  a n d  s q u e a k in g  

r o d e n t s .  T h e  b a t s  p r e s e n t  n o  d a n g e r , b u t  t h e ir  r a c k e t  

d r o w n s  o u t  o t h e r  n o is e  a n d  m a k e s  it im p o s s ib le  to  

s e e  m o r e  t h a n  5  fe e t .  It a ls o  a le r t s  t h e  s t ir g e s ,  a n d  th e  

o p p o r t u n is t i c  b l o o d s u c k e r s  a t ta c k  in  th e  c o n f u s io n . T h e  

s t ir g e s  g a in  a  + 2  b o n u s  t o  A C  in  th e  b a t  s t o r m .

T h e  b a t s  c a lm  d o w n  a n d  r e t u r n  t o  t h e ir  r o o s t s  o n  th e  

c e i l in g  a ft e r  fiv e  m in u t e s  o f  q u ie t  in  a r e a  4 .

A  s p e a r  w it h  a  p it te d  b la d e  l ie s  o n  t h e  f lo o r  n e a r  th e  

t o p  o f  th e  s t e p s  le a d in g  to  a r e a  6 . K o b o ld s  u s e  t h is  to  

b y p a s s  th e  tra p  at t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  s t e p s  (s e e  a r e a  6 ).

5. T r o g l o d y t e  I n c u r s i o n

T h e  f lo o r  d r o p s  d o w n  10  fe e t  at e a c h  l e d g e .

K o b o ld s  u s e  t h is  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  c a v e  a s  a  t r a s h  d u m p . 

A lo n g  w it h  n o r m a l  s o r t s  o f  r e fu s e ,  s u c h  a s  b r o k e n  p o t ­

tery , r o t t e d  b a s k e t s ,  a n d  m o u s e - c h e w e d  r o p e , t h e y ’v e  

a ls o  t h r o w n  o u t  i t e m s  th a t a p p e a r  u s e fu l  f r o m  a  d is ­

t a n c e :  d is c a r d e d  c l o t h e s ,  w o r n  b o o t s ,  t a t te r e d  b o o k s ,  

c r a c k e d  la m p s , a n d  s o  fo r t h . S o m e  o f  t h e s e  i t e m s  c a m e  

fr o m  p r i s o n e r s  w h o  d ie d , a n d  o t h e r s  w e r e  t a k e n  in  t r e a ­

s u r e  r a id s  a n d  la te r  d e e m e d  t o  b e  u n w o r t h y  o f  T ia m a t . 

C h a r a c t e r s  v i e w in g  t h is  a r e a  f r o m  t h e  l e d g e  s e e  t a n ­

t a l iz in g  g l in t s  o f  m e t a l  (b e lt  b u c k le s  w i t h o u t  b e lts )  a n d  

p a r c h m e n t  ( b o o k s  r e n d e r e d  i l le g ib le  b y  w a t e r  d a m a g e ) .

A  s tr o n g , fo u l  s m e ll h a n g s  in  th e  air. T r o g lo d y t e s  that 

liv e  d e e p e r  b e n e a t h  th e  g r o u n d  h a v e  m a d e  in c u r s io n s  in to  

th e  c a v e  t h r o u g h  n a r r o w  c r e v i c e s  (n o t  d is p la y e d  o n  th e  

m a p ). I f  c h a r a c t e r s  g iv e  t h is  a r e a  a  c u r s o r y  l o o k  a n d  th e n  

le a v e , n o t h in g  h a p p e n s  h e r e .  I f  th e y  s p e n d  t im e  s e a r c h in g , 

th e n  fo u r  troglodytes a tta ck . T h e  c r e v i c e s  a re  a  p o te n t ia l  

a r e a  fo r  c h a r a c t e r s  to  e x p lo r e  i f  y o u ’d  lik e  t o  e x p a n d  th is  

d u n g e o n  fo r  fu r t h e r  a d v e n tu r e s . I f  n o t , t h e n  d e c la r e  th at 

t h e y ’r e  t o o  tigh t fo r  c h a ra c t e r s  to  s q u e e z e  t h r o u g h , o r  

e l im in a te  t h e m  a n d  th e  t r o g lo d y t e s  en tire ly .

T r e a s u r e

A  t h o r o u g h  s e a r c h  o f  th e  tr a s h  h e a p , t a k in g  1 0  m in u t e s ,  

d o e s  f in d  o n e  w o r t h w h ile  ite m : a n  o v e r lo o k e d  p o u c h  o f  

s ix  o r n a m e n t a l  g e m s  w o r t h  10  g p  e a c h  a n d  e ig h t  s e m i ­

p r e c io u s  g e m s  w o r t h  5 0  g p  e a c h . T h e  t r o g lo d y t e s  h a v e  

n o t h in g  th a t  a n y o n e  w o u l d  w a n t  n e a r  t h e m .

6. M e a t  L o c k e r

T h e  c u r t a in  a c r o s s  t h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h is  c a v e r n  is  

t r a p p e d . S e e  “ T r a p p e d  C u r t a in ” b e l o w  fo r  d e ta i ls .

A t  t h e  b as e  o f  t h e s e  s t e e p l y  d e s c e n d i n g  s t ep s ,  a c u r t a i n  

h an g s  ac r o s s  t h e  p assa g e .  It  is m a d e  f r o m  h u n d r e d s  o f  

h ea v y  l e a t h e r  s t r i p s ,  ea c h  ab o u t  t h e  w id t h  o f  a h u m a n  

h an d .  T h e  s t r i p s  ar e f i x ed  t o  t h e  c e i l i n g  an d  a r e  l o n g  

en o u g h  t o  d r a g  o n  t h e  f l o o r . T h e  c u r t a i n  ex t en d s  f r o m  w al l  

t o  w a l l .  T h e  l e a t h e r  c o m e s  f r o m  a v a r i e t y  o f  l o ca l  a n im a l s  

an d  is b ad l y  cu r ed .  T h e  c u r t a i n  is se v e r a l  l ay e r s  t h i c k  w i t h  

n o  g ap s,  so  y o u  c a n ’t  see  t h r o u g h  i t  a t  al l .

T h is  c a v e r n  is  n a t u r a l ly  c o ld .  It h o v e r s  a  f e w  d e g r e e s  

a b o v e  f r e e z in g  y e a r  r o u n d , r e g a r d le s s  o f  t h e  s e a s o n .



M u c h  o f  t h e  m e a t  b r o u g h t  in  b y  t h e  h u n t e r s  f e e d s  th e  

c u lt is t s  a n d  th e  k o b o ld s ,  b u t  t h e  e x t r a  is  s t o r e d  h e r e  fo r  

e v e n tu a l  u s e  w h e n  t h e  d r a g o n  e g g s  h a t c h  a n d  th e  r a v e n ­

o u s  h a t c h l in g s  e m e r g e . T h e  c a r c a s s e s  r a n g e  fr o m  v e r y  

fr e s h  t o  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  o ld .  T h e  m e a t  is  o n ly  c o ld ,  n o t  

f r o z e n , s o  t h e  o ld e r  i t e m s  a re  s lo w ly  g o in g  b a d .

T h e  sm e l l  o f  o l d  b l o o d  as sau l t s  y o u r  n o se.  T h e  f l o o r  is 

co v e r ed  w i t h  d r i ed  p u d d le s  o f  i t . Fo u r  f l o o r - t o - ce i l in g  

c o l u m n s  ar e sp aced  ac r o ss  t h e  ch a m b er ,  an d  ch a in s  

h av e b een  s t r u n g  b e t w e en  t h e m  l ik e c l o t h e s l i n e .  A n im a l  

c a r c as se s  h an g  o n  h o o k s  f r o m  t h e  ch a in s .  Yo u  see g u t t ed  

an d  sk i n n ed  an t e l o p e ,  d eer , g o a t s ,  w h a t  m ig h t  b e b ig  ca t s ,  

an d  ev en  a f ew  sm a l l  b ear s . So m e  o f  t h i s  m ea t  h as b een  

h er e f o r  a w h i l e  i f  t h e  sm e l l  is a r e l i ab l e  i n d i ca t o r .

T h is  c a v e  c o n t a in s  n o t h in g  o f  v a lu e .

T r a p p e d  C u r t a i n

H id d e n  in  t h e  p a t c h e s  o f  fu r  s t i ll  c l in g in g  t o  t h e  le a th e r  

s t r ip s  o f  th e  c u r t a in  a r e  h u n d r e d s  o f  m e t a l  b a r b s  a b o u t  

th e  s iz e  o f  la r g e  f is h h o o k s . T h e  b a r b s  a r e  c o a t e d  w it h  

p o is o n . A n y o n e  w h o  b r u s h e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  c u r t a in  m u s t 

s u c c e e d  o n  a  D C  10  D e x t e r it y  s a v in g  t h r o w  o r  ta k e  5 

( 1d 10 ) p o i s o n  d a m a g e , a n d  t h e  t a r g e t ’s  h it  p o in t  m a x ­

im u m  is  r e d u c e d  b y  5 . T h is  r e d u c t io n  la s t s  u n til  th e  

ta r g e t  f in i s h e s  a  l o n g  re s t .

A  c a r e f u l  in s p e c t io n  o f  t h e  le a t h e r  s t r ip s  c o u p le d  w ith  

a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  10  W is d o m  ( P e r c e p t io n )  c h e c k  f in d s  

b a r b s ;  t h e y  c a n ’t b e  n o t i c e d  o t h e r w is e .  W h e n  k o b o ld s  

u s e  t h is  s ta irw a y , t h e y  b r in g  th e  r u in e d  s p e a r  t h a t ’s  k e p t  

in  a r e a  4 . W it h  it, t h e y  s w e e p  t h e  le a t h e r  s t r ip s  t o  th e  le ft  

s id e  o f  t h e  c o r r i d o r  a n d  w e d g e  t h e  e n d  o f  t h e  s p e a r  s h a ft  

in to  a n  a n g le d  s o c k e t  in  th e  f lo o r  ju s t  in s id e  a r e a  6 . T h is  

h o ld s  t h e  le a t h e r  s t r ip s  s a fe ly  o u t  o f  th e  w a y  w h ile  th e y  

m o v e  in  a n d  o u t  o f  th e  c h a m b e r .

7. D r a k e  N u r s e r y

T h e  s h o r t , w id e  p a s s a g e  b e t w e e n  a r e a s  4  a n d  7  is  

t r a p p e d . S e e  “ S p ik e  T r a p ” b e lo w  fo r  d e ta i ls . S im p le  

o i l  la m p s  p r o v id e  d im , f l i c k e r in g  lig h t . T h is  c h a m b e r  

c o n t a in s  f o u r  kobolds a n d  o n e  winged kobold. T h e s e  

c r e a t u r e s  a r e  in  t h e  u p p e r  p a r t  o f  t h e  c h a m b e r .

T h e  l o w e r  a r e a  is  w h e r e  c u lt is t s  c o n d u c t e d  t h e  r i tu a ls  

to  c r e a t e  t h e ir  g u a r d  d r a k e s  a n d  t h e n  h o u s e d  t h e  c r e a ­

t u r e s . T h e  l e d g e  is  a  s h a r p  1 0 - fo o t  d r o p -o f f .  W o o d e n  

s t a ir s  d e s c e n d  at t h e  r ig h t  e n d  o f  t h e  le d g e . A  s t o u t  c a g e  

m a d e  o f  ir o n  b a r s  s u r r o u n d s  t h e s e  s t e p s  t o  a  h e ig h t  o f  

10  fe e t  t o  p r e v e n t  u n t ra in e d  d r a k e s  f r o m  e s c a p in g  u p  

th e  s t e p s .  A  k e y  h a n g s  o n  a  p e g  a t t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s t e p s ;  it 

o p e n s  th e  l o c k e d  g a te  at t h e  b o t t o m .

A  r a c k  a lo n g  th e  s o u t h w e s t  w a l l  h o ld s  im p le m e n t s  

u s e d  in  t r a in in g  t h e  d r a k e s :  l o n g  p o le s  w it h  l a s s o s  at 

th e  e n d , u s e d  fo r  s n a r in g  a n d  c o n t r o l l in g  y o u n g  d r a k e s ;  

l e a s h e s  a n d  c o l l a r s ;  s h a r p  p r o d s ;  m o c k  w e a p o n s  m a d e



o f  w o o d ;  h u m a n -s iz e d  d u m m ie s  s t it c h e d  o u t  o f  s a i lc lo t h  

a n d  s t u ffe d  w it h  s tra w , w it h  r id ic u lo u s  e x p r e s s io n s  

p a in t e d  o n  t h e ir  fa c e s .

T h e  l o w e r  a r e a  is  h e a v i ly  s h a d o w e d . C u r r e n t ly  it 

h o ld s  t h r e e  guard drakes th a t a re  n e a r  t h e  e n d  o f  th e ir  

t r a in in g . B e in g  n o t  q u ite  fu l ly  d e v e lo p e d , th e y  h a v e  t h e  

n o r m a l  s ta t s  o f  a  g u a r d  d r a k e  b u t  o n ly  3 3  h it  p o in ts . 

S p o t t in g  t h e s e  d r a k e s  f r o m  t h e  l e d g e  r e q u ir e s  a  s u c ­

c e s s f u l  D C  15  W is d o m  ( P e r c e p t io n )  c h e c k ; s w e e p in g  

th e  p it w it h  a b u l ls e y e  la n te r n  g r a n ts  a d v a n t a g e  o n  t h is  

c h e c k .  I f  c h a r a c t e r s  b r in g  s o m e  r a w  m e a t  to  th e  l e d g e , 

th e  d r a k e s  t h in k  t h e y ’r e  a b o u t  t o  b e  fe d  a n d  a d v a n c e  in t o  

th e  lig h t . I f  c h a r a c t e r s  e n t e r  t h e  p it, e i t h e r  b y  d e s c e n d in g  

th e  s t e p s  o r  c l im b in g  d o w n  t h e  le d g e , th e  d r a k e s  a tta ck .

I f  th e  d r a k e s  a r e  s p o t t e d  a n d  a tt a c k e d  b y  c h a r a c t e r s  

o n  t h e  le d g e , t h e y  s e t  u p  a  h o w l  th a t d r a w s  s ix  kobolds 

a n d  t h r e e  winged kobolds f r o m  a r e a  8 . A t  l e a s t  o n e  o f  

t h e s e  tr y  to  g e t  p a s t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  u n lo c k  t h e  g a te  

at t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  s t e p s ,  le t t in g  th e  g u a r d  d r a k e s  jo i n  

th e  b a tt le  a s  t h e y ’v e  b e e n  t r a in e d  t o  d o .

S p i k e  T r a p

A  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  f lo o r  b e t w e e n  a r e a s  4  a n d  7 h a s  b e e n  

r e p la c e d  w it h  a  s h e e t  o f  p a r c h m e n t  c le v e r ly  p a in t e d  

t o  r e s e m b le  th e  s u r r o u n d in g  s t o n e . It c a n  b e  s p o t t e d  

in c id e n t a l ly  w it h  a D C  15  W is d o m  ( P e r c e p t io n )  c h e c k , 

o r  a u t o m a t ica l ly  b y  s o m e o n e  w h o  is  s y s t e m a t ic a l ly  t a p ­

p in g  t h e  f lo o r  a h e a d  w ith  a  p o le  o r  o t h e r  t o o l .  B e n e a t h  

t h e  p a r c h m e n t  s h e e t  is  a  s h a l lo w  p it (a b o u t  2  fe e t  d e e p )  

l in e d  w it h  p o i s o n e d  s p ik e s .  E a c h  t im e  a  c h a r a c t e r  

m o v e s  b e t w e e n  a r e a s  4  a n d  7, r o l l  a d 1 0 . O n  a  r o l l  o f  1 

o r  2 , th a t c h a r a c t e r ’s  f o o t  h a s  g o n e  t h r o u g h  th e  tra p . T h e  

c h a r a c t e r  t a k e s  1d 4  p ie r c in g  d a m a g e  f r o m  t h e  s p ik e s  

a n d  m u s t  m a k e  a  D C  10  C o n s t it u t io n  s a v in g  t h r o w  

a g a in s t  p o is o n . O n  a  f a i le d  s a v e , th e  c h a r a c t e r  is  a ffe c t e d  

a s  b y  a  confusion s p e l l  f o r  o n e  m in u t e  (1 0  r o u n d s ) .  O n  a 

s u c c e s s f u l  s a v e , th e  c h a r a c t e r  is  a f f e c t e d  a s  b y  a  confu­

sion s p e l l  f o r  1 r o u n d . T h e  e f fe c t  is  n o t  m a g ic a l .

8 .  K o b o l d  B a r r a c k s

T h e  s t e p s  d o w n  f r o m  a r e a  7  a r e  t r a p p e d ; s e e  “ C o l ­

la p s i n g  T r a p ” b e l o w  f o r  d e t a i ls .  A r e a  8  is  t h e  k o b o l d s ’ 

l iv in g  q u a r t e r s .  It w a s  a  n a t u r a l  c a v e r n , b u t  it h a s  b e e n  

e n la r g e d  a n d  s m o o t h e d  in  a  c r u d e  m a n n e r .  U n le s s  

t h e y  a lr e a d y  r e s p o n d e d  t o  n o i s e  in  a r e a  7, t h is  a r e a  

c o n t a i n s  s i x  kobolds a n d  s ix  winged kobolds. T h e y  

a r e  o f f  d u ty , s o  t h e y  a r e n ’t b e i n g  e s p e c ia l l y  a le r t .  U s e  

t h e ir  p a s s iv e  W i s d o m  ( P e r c e p t io n )  s c o r e s  t o  d e t e r m in e  

w h e t h e r  t h e y  r e a c t  t o  n o i s e s .  F l i c k e r i n g  o i l  la m p s  p r o ­

v id e  d im  i l lu m in a t io n .

T h i n  m a t t r e s s e s  o f  s t r a w  co v e r e d  w i t h  b ad l y  cu r ed  f u r s  

f o r m  sm a l l  b ed s  t h a t  a r e  h ap h a z a r d l y  p o s i t i o n e d  a r o u n d  

t h e  c h am b e r .  Ra t s  an d  sm a l l  l i z a r d s  s c u r r y  t h r o u g h  t h e  

f o o d  s c r a p s  an d  m o ld y  w in e  sk i n s  l i t t e r i n g  t h e  f l o o r .

A  s e a r c h  o f  t h e  r o o m  t a k e s  1 0  m in u t e s  a n d  t u r n s  u p  3 8  

g p , 1 5 2  s p , a n d  7 0 4  c p  s o r t e d  in t o  e ig h ty -e ig h t  s t a c k s  

o f  e x a c t ly  e ig h t  c o p p e r  c o i n s  e a c h . D o z e n s  o f  d r a g ­

o n -t h e m e d  t a l is m a n s  a n d  a m u le ts  a re  c a r v e d  f r o m  b o n e , 

s o a p s t o n e , w o o d , a n d  ivo ry . T h e  w o r k m a n s h ip  o n  m o s t

o f  t h e m  is  t e r r ib le ,  b u t  f o u r  h a v e  a  u n iq u e , i f  s a v a g e , 

a r t is t ic  fla ir . T h e s e  a re  w o r t h  5 0 , 6 0 ,  7 0 , a n d  1 0 0  g p  

r e s p e c t iv e ly  i f  s o ld  t o  a  c o l l e c t o r  o f  a r t is t ic  o d d i t ie s .  T o  

a n y  o t h e r  m e r c h a n t ,  t h e y  a re  w o r t h  10  g p  e a c h .

C o l l a p s i n g  T r a p

T h e  t o p  s t e p  is  r ig g e d  t o  d r o p  a  p o r t io n  o f  t h e  c e i l in g  in  

a r e a  7. A s  e a c h  c h a r a c t e r  e n t e rs  t h e  s t a ir c a s e ,  r o l l  a n y  

d ie .  O n  a n  o d d  ro l l, t h e  c h a r a c t e r  s t e p s  in  t h e  w r o n g  

s p o t  a n d  t r ig g e r s  th e  tra p . T h e  c e i l in g  c o l l a p s e s  a b o v e  

th e  n e x t  c h a r a c t e r  in  l in e  (th e  o n e  b e h in d  t h e  c h a r a c ­

te r  w h o  t r ig g e r e d  t h e  tra p ). T h a t  c h a r a c t e r  t a k e s  4 d 4  

b lu d g e o n in g  d a m a g e  fr o m  fa l l in g  r o c k s ;  t h e  d a m a g e  is  

h a lv e d  i f  th e  c h a r a c t e r  m a k e s  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  15  D e x ­

te r ity  s a v in g  th r o w . E v e r y  c h a r a c t e r  w it h in  5 fe e t  t a k e s  

2 d 4  b lu d g e o n in g  d a m a g e , o r  h a l f  th a t w it h  a  s u c c e s s fu l  

s a v in g  th r o w .

A  c h a r a c t e r  w h o  is  a c t iv e ly  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  t r a p  o n  th e  

s t a ir s  c a n  f in d  th e  t r a p p e d  s t e p  w it h  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  10 

W is d o m  ( P e r c e p t io n )  c h e c k . T h e  c o l l a p s ib l e  c e i l in g  is  

s p o t t e d  in c id e n t a lly  w it h  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  1 5  W is d o m  

(P e r c e p t io n )  c h e c k .

T h e  k o b o l d s  in  a r e a s  8  a n d  9  h e a r  t h e  c o m m o t io n  i f  

t h e  tr a p  is  s e t  o ff.

9 .  D r a g o n  S h r i n e

T h is  c a v e  is  a  s h r in e  to  T ia m a t , b u t w it h  a n  e m p h a s is  o n  

h e r  b la c k  d r a g o n  h e a d  a n d  o n  b la c k  d r a g o n s  in  g e n e r a l .  

It a ls o  c o n t a in s  m a n y  C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n  i c o n s ,  a n d  

a  d e v io u s  tr a p  f o r  t h e  u n w a r y ; s e e  “A c i d  T r a p ” b e lo w . 

F l ic k e r in g  o i l  la m p s  p r o v id e  d im  ligh t.

L a n g d e d r o s a  C y a n w ra th  o c c u p i e s  th e  s h r in e ,  a n d  h e  

is  j o i n e d  b y  t w o  h u m a n  berserkers. ( I f  th e  a d v e n t u r in g  

p a r t y  c o n t a in s  m o r e  t h a n  f o u r  c h a r a c t e r s ,  a d d  o n e  m o r e  

b e r s e r k e r  fo r  e a c h  a d d it io n a l  c h a ra c t e r .  I f  L a n g d e d r o s a  

w a s  k i l le d , t h e n  r e p la c e  h im  w it h  a n o t h e r  h a l f -d r a g o n  

w it h  t h e  s a m e  s t a t is t ic s .)  I f  C y a n w ra t h  f o u g h t  a n y  o f  th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  o n e -o n - o n e  in  G r e e n e s t ,  h e  im m e d ia t e ly  s in ­

g le s  o u t  th a t p e r s o n  to  a d d r e s s  a s  fo l l o w s .

 

“ Yo u  su r v i v e d !  I d o n ’ t  k n o w  w h e t h e r  t o  b e d i s a p p o i n t e d  o r  

p l e as e d .  I t ’ s a m ix  o f  b o t h ,  I t h i n k . "

I f  th e  c h a r a c t e r  b e a t  t h e  o d d s  in  G r e e n e s t  a n d  w o n  th e  

figh t, y o u  c a n  p a r a p h r a s e  to  r e f le c t  th at. A s  s o o n  a s  h e  

f in is h e s  s p e a k in g , h e  a t ta c k s .  A s  l o n g  a s  n o n e  o f  th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  in t e r v e n e , C y a n w r a th ’s  g r o u p  k n o w s  b e tte r  

th a n  to  in t e r fe r e  in  h is  o n e - o n - o n e  m a t c h e s .  I f  th e  c h a r ­

a c t e r s  g a n g  u p  o n  C y a n w r a th  o r  o n e  o f  h is  g u a r d s , o r  try  

to  le a v e  th e  c h a m b e r , th e  g u a r d s  a tta ck .

I f  n o n e  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  f o u g h t  C y a n w ra th  d u r in g  th e  

r a id  b u t  s p e n t  t im e  in  t h e  c u l t is t s ’ c a m p , r e a d  th is .

“ Yo u  l o o k  f a m i l i a r . . . I ’ v e  seen  yo u  a r o u n d  t h e  c a m p .  I f  

yo u  c a m e  l o o k i n g  f o r  t r o u b l e ,  I am  t h e  t r o u b le  y o u  see k . ”

T h e n  h e  a t ta c k s ,  a n d  h is  g u a r d s  j o i n  in  im m e d ia t e ly .

T h e  c r e a t u r e s  in  a r e a  10  a re  n o t  d r a w n  t o  t h is  figh t. 

T h e y  h id e  a n d  w a it  t o  s e e  w h o  w in s .  W h e n  t h e  fig h t is  

o v e r , c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  t im e  t o  in v e s t ig a te  th e  r o o m .



T h i s  c h a m b e r  h as  b een  en la r g e d  an d  r es h ap ed  f r o m  i t s 

o r i g i n a l  f o r m .  T h e  f l o o r  an d  t h r e e  o f  t h e  w a l l s  ar e sm o o t h ,  

an d  s t a l a c t i t e s  an d  s t a l a g m i t e s  h av e  b een  p o l i sh ed  i n t o  

g l e a m in g  c o lu m n s .  Ev e r y  s u r f a c e  g l i s t e n s  w i t h  m o i s t u r e ,  

an d  t h e  a i r  is w a r m  an d  h u m id .  T h e  f l a t  w a l l s  o f  t h e  

c h a m b e r  ar e d e c o r a t e d  w i t h  s h a l l o w  a b s t r a c t  c a r v i n g s  o f  

d r a g o n s .  D r a g o n s ’ t a i l s  co i l  i n t o  i n t r i c a t e  p a t t e r n s  an d  

k n o t s  t h a t  f l o w  ac r o s s  t h e  w a l l s .  T h e  c r e a t u r e  p o r t r ay ed  

in  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r  s t an d s  o u t :  a f i v e - h ead ed  d r ag o n ,  

r i s i n g  f r o m  an  e r u p t i n g  v o l c a n o .  O t h e r  d r a g o n s ,  w h i c h  

see m  d w a r f e d  b y t h e  f i v e - h ead ed  m o n s t r o s i t y ,  f l o c k  t o  i t s 

s i d e .  A  sm a l l ,  w o o d e n  c h e s t  w i t h  s i l v e r  an d  m o t h er - o f -  

p ear l  i n l ay s  s i t s  o n  t h e  f l o o r  in  t h e  co r n e r ,  in  f r o n t  o f  t h e  

m o n s t r o u s  d r a g o n  c a r v i n g .

T h e  f iv e -h e a d e d  d r a g o n  is  T ia m a t , a n d  t h e  v o l c a n o  is  th e  

W e ll  o f  D r a g o n s , w h e r e  th e  C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n  in t e n d s  

to  b r in g  T ia m a t  in t o  t h e  w o r ld .  T h e  W e ll  o f  D r a g o n s  is  

lo c a t e d  a t t h e  n o r t h e r n  e x t r e m e  o f  t h e  S u n s e t  M o u n ­

ta in s .  M o s t  c h a r a c t e r s  s h o u ld  r e c o g n i z e  T ia m a t  fr o m  

fo lk t a le s  a n d  k n o w  s h e  w a s  b a n is h e d  t o  t h e  N in e  H e lls  

lo n g  a g o  a n d  r e m a in s  im p r is o n e d  t h e re .  T h e r e  is  n o  w a y  

to  te l l f r o m  t h e  c a r v in g s  w h e r e  t h e  v o l c a n o  is  lo c a t e d , o r  

to  k n o w  i f  it ’s  m e a n t  t o  b e  a  p r e d ic t i o n  o f  e v e n ts  t o  c o m e  

o r  ju s t  a  b ir t h  m e t a p h o r  fo r  t h e  q u e e n  o f  e v i l d r a g o n s .

T h e  c h e s t  is  l o c k e d  a n d  t r a p p e d ; s e e  “A c i d  T r a p ” 

b e lo w  fo r  d e t a i ls . C h a r a c t e r s  c a n  o p e n  it w it h  t h e  k e y  

fr o m  a r e a  11, o r  th e  l o c k  c a n  b e  p ic k e d  w it h  t h ie v e s ’ 

t o o l s  a n d  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  10 D e x t e r it y  c h e c k . U n le s s  

th e  D e x t e r it y  r o l l  is  15  o r  h ig h e r ,  h o w e v e r , it s e t s  o f f  th e  

tr a p  w h e n  t h e  c h e s t  o p e n s .

I f  c h a r a c t e r s  s p e n d  10  m in u t e s  o r  m o r e  s t u d y in g  th e  

c a r v in g s ,  t h e y  c a n  l e a r n  t w o  t h in g s .  F irs t , b la c k  d r a g o n s  

a r e  o v e r r e p r e s e n t e d . A lm o s t  h a l f  t h e  d r a g o n s  s h o w n  

a p p e a r  to  b e  b la c k  d r a g o n s . W y r m s p e a k e r  R e z m ir  

fa v o r s  t h e m  o v e r  a ll o t h e r  t y p e s .  S e c o n d ,  a  d e t a i le d  

s e a r c h  c o u p le d  w it h  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  10  W is d o m  ( P e r ­

c e p t i o n )  c h e c k  s p o t s  th a t m a n y  o f  t h e  b la c k  d r a g o n  

c a r v in g s  h a v e  h o le s  in  t h e ir  m o u t h s .

A  p a s s a g e  in  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  th e  s h r in e  c h a m ­

b e r  le a d s  to  a  c h u t e  th a t r i s e s  3 0  fe e t  u p  to  a r e a  11. A  

r o p e  la d d e r  is  f ix e d  at t h e  to p ; a  r u g  c o v e r s  t h e  o p e n in g .

A c i d  T r a p

T h e  h o le s  in  th e  d r a g o n s ’ m o u t h s  a re  n o z z le s  f o r  a  tra p  

th a t s p r a y s  a c id i c  m ist . T h e  tra p  h a s  t w o  t r ig g e r s .  T h e  

fir s t  is  u n d e r  th e  c h e s t  in  th e  n o r t h w e s t  c o r n e r .  I f  th e  

c h e s t  is  m o v e d , th e  tr a p  g o e s  o ff. T h e  s e c o n d  is  in  th e  

c h e s t .  I f  it is  f o r c e d  o p e n , o r  i f  t h e  l o c k  is  in e x p e r t ly  

p ic k e d  (a  D e x t e r it y  r e s u lt  o f  14 o r  le s s ) , t h e  tr a p  g o e s  o ff.

Yo u  h ear  a sn a p  f r o m  b e n e a t h  t h e  c h e s t ,  f o l l o w e d  b y a 

h i s s i n g  so u n d  l ik e d o z en s  o f  an g r y  s n a k e s— o r  l i k e l i q u i d  

m o v i n g  t h r o u g h  o p e n  t u b e s .  A  m o m e n t  l at er ,  l i q u id  

sp r a y s  o u t  f r o m  d o z e n s  o f  t i n y  h o le s  in  t h e  w a l l s  an d  

ce i l i n g .  W h e r e v e r  i t  sp l a s h e s  o n t o  t h e  f l o o r ,  t h e  m o i s t u r e  

o n  t h e  s t o n e  b u b b le s  an d  sm o k e s .  W i t h i n  m o m e n t s ,  t h e  

c h a m b e r  is f i l l ed  w i t h  a c i d i c  m i s t .

E v e r y o n e  in  t h e  c h a m b e r  m u s t  s u c c e e d  o n  a  D C  10 

D e x t e r it y  s a v in g  t h r o w  o r  t a k e  2 d 6  a c i d  d a m a g e  fr o m  

t h e  a c id  s p r a y e d  o n t o  t h e m  ( h a l f  a s  m u c h  d a m a g e  o n  a 

s u c c e s s f u l  s a v in g  t h r o w ).  T h e  r e a l  d a n g e r  f r o m  t h e  a c id  

is  n o t  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ’ s k in , h o w e v e r , b u t  t o  th e ir  lu n g s .  

E v e r y o n e  m u s t  a ls o  s u c c e e d  o n  a  D C  1 0  C o n s t it u t io n  

s a v in g  t h r o w  o r  ta k e  2 d 8  e x t r a  a c id  d a m a g e . P la y e r s  

w h o  d e c la r e  im m e d ia t e ly  th a t t h e ir  c h a r a c t e r s  a re  c o v e r ­

in g  t h e ir  f a c e s  a n d  g e tt in g  o u t  o f  th e  c h a m b e r  a s  q u ic k ly  

a s  p o s s ib le ,  a n d  a re  t r y in g  t o  n o t  in h a le  t h e  v a p o r ,  h a v e  

a d v a n ta g e  o n  t h e ir  C o n s t it u t io n  s a v in g  t h r o w s .

T r e a s u r e

T h e  c h e s t  c o n t a in s  a  f e w  o f  th e  c h o i c e s t  i t e m s  s e iz e d  

d u r in g  th e  c u l t ’s  r e c e n t  t r e a s u r e  r a id s . M o n d a t h  p e r ­

s u a d e d  R e z m ir  to  le t  h e r  k e e p  t h e m , a n d  s h e  p r o m is e d  

t o  b r in g  t h e m  w it h  h e r  w h e n  s h e  t r a v e ls  n o r t h  fo r  th e  

c e r e m o n y  at t h e  W e ll  o f  D r a g o n s . In  tru th , s h e  w a n t e d  

s o m e t h in g  to  fa ll b a c k  o n  i f  e v e r y t h in g  w e n t  s o u r  (sh e  

n e v e r  m e n t io n e d  th a t la s t  p a r t  to  R e z m ir ) .  I n s id e  a r e  a 

s t r in g  o f  p e a r ls  ( 3 0 0  g p ), a  g o ld -a n d -s a p p h ir e  r in g  ( 9 0 0  

gp ), a n d  a  p o u c h  c o n t a in in g  a  h a l f -d o z e n  m a s t e r fu l ly  cu t  

a n d  p o l i s h e d  p r e c io u s  s t o n e s  ( 1 0 0  g p  e a ch ).  T h e  r in g  

a n d  th e  p e a r ls  w e r e  t a k e n  f r o m  G r e e n e s t  a n d  w o u ld  b e  

r e c o g n i z e d  b y  a n y o n e  f r o m  th e r e , b u t  th e  s t o n e s  c a m e  

fr o m  e l s e w h e r e  a n d  w o u ld  b e  d if ficu lt  t o  id e n ti fy . I f  th e  

i t e m s  fr o m  G r e e n e s t  a re  r e t u r n e d , t h e ir  o w n e r s  w i l l  p a y  

a  r e w a r d  w o r t h  2 5  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e ir  v a lu e  ( 3 0 0  g p ).

10. D r a g o n  H a t c h e r y

T h is  c h a m b e r  h o ld s  t h r e e  e g g s  th a t R e z m ir  h o p e d  

to  h a t c h  in t o  a  n e w  b r o o d  o f  d r a g o n s .  T h e y  h a v e  n o t  

h a t c h e d  y e t  b u t  t h e y  w i l l  v e r y  s o o n ,  w h ic h  is  w h y  

R e z m ir  w a s  u n w il l in g  to  m o v e  t h e m  w h e n  th e  c a m p  

p a c k e d  u p  a n d  le ft . I n s t e a d , s h e  le f t  t h e m  u n d e r  t h e  

c a r e  o f  M o n d a t h  a n d  th e  k o b o ld s .  T h e  c h a m b e r  is  d a r k ; 

t h e  k o b o l d s  e x t i n g u is h e d  t h e ir  l ig h t s  w h e n  t h e y  h e a r d  

f ig h t in g  in  a r e a  9.

T h e  c h a m b e r  t h a t  o p e n s  at  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  s t a i r s  is 

i m m e n s e .  A  w i d e  l e d g e  r u n s  a l o n g  t h e  l e f t  w a l l  an d  d r o p s  

a w a y  t o  a p i t  o n  t h e  r i g h t .  M a n y  s t a l a c t i t e s  d e s c e n d  

f r o m  t h e  ce i l i n g ,  an d  t h e  so u n d  o f  d r i p p i n g  w a t e r  e c h o e s  

c o n t i n u o u s l y .

T h e  l o w e r  p o r t io n  o f  t h e  r o o m  (1 0 A )  is  15  fe e t  b e lo w  th e  

le d g e . W o o d e n  s t e p s  h a v e  b e e n  b u i lt  d o w n  t o  t h e  lo w e r  

flo o r . A s  in  r o o m  7, t h e  s t e p s  a r e  e n c l o s e d  in  a  s to u t  ir o n  

c a g e  w it h  a  g a te  at t h e  b o t t o m . T h e  k e y  t o  t h e  g a te  h a n g s  

o n  a  w a l l  p e g  o p p o s it e  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s t a ir s . A s  s o o n  a s  

c h a r a c t e r s  a d v a n c e  in t o  t h e  r o o m  a s  fa r  a s  t h e  t o p  o f  th e  

s t a ir s ,  t h e y  c o m e  u n d e r  a t ta c k  fr o m  th e  k o b o ld s  h id in g  

in  1 0 B . S e e  th a t d e s c r ip t io n  fo r  d e ta i ls .

F r o m  t h e  le d g e , c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  ju s t  m a k e  o u t  th e  

s h a p e s  o f  la r g e  e g g s  (e a c h  e g g  is  n e a r ly  t h r e e  fe e t  ta ll )  in  

t h e  d a r k n e s s  b e lo w . T h e  c a v e r n  e x t e n d s  in to  d a r k n e s s  

b e y o n d  t h e  r a n g e  o f  t h e ir  l ig h t . T h e y  n e e d  t o  g o  d o w n  

t h e  s t a ir s  a n d  e x p lo r e  th e  a r e a  d ir e c t ly  to  d is c o v e r  its  

fu ll  e x te n t .  C h a r a c t e r s  s t a n d in g  a lo n g  t h e  l e d g e  c a n



d is c e r n  m a n y  la r g e , d a r k  s t a in s  o n  th e  r o u g h  f lo o r  a t th e  

b a s e  o f  th e  le d g e , b u t  w h a t  c a u s e d  t h e m  is  n o t  a p p a r e n t .

10A. B l a c k  D r a g o n  E g g s

T h is  a r e a  is  w a r m  a n d  h u m id . A ft e r  c h a r a c t e r s  l o o k  

c l o s e ly  at t h e  flo o r , t h e y  c a n  d e t e r m in e  th a t t h e  s t a in s  

a r e  b lo o d , a n d  s o m e  o f  t h e m  a r e  fr e s h . T h e y  c o m e  fr o m  

th e  m e a t  th e  k o b o ld s  t o s s  d o w n  h e r e .

H u d d le d  in  t h e  s h a d o w s  a t th e  fa r  e d g e s  o f  th e  r o o m  

o r  b e h in d  t h e  n a t u r a l  c o lu m n s  a r e  t w o  guard drakes 

t r a in e d  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  d r a g o n  e g g s .  T h e y  d o n ’t a tta c k  

a s  s o o n  a s  c h a r a c t e r s  c o m e  t h r o u g h  t h e  g a te  b u t  w a it  

u n til  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  m o v e d  in to  t h e  c h a m b e r . T h e  

d r a k e s ’ f ir s t  p r io r it y  is  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  e g g s .  T h e i r  s e c o n d  

p r io r it y  is  t o  g e t  b e t w e e n  th e  in t r u d e r s  a n d  t h e  s t e p s  to  

p r e v e n t  t h e m  fr o m  e s c a p in g .  U n le s s  c h a r a c t e r s  c l im b  

d o w n  in t o  1 0 A  w it h o u t  u s in g  th e  s ta ir s ,  t h e y  t r ig g e r  th e  

k o b o l d s ’ a t ta c k  b e fo r e  e x p lo r in g  t h is  a r e a .

M ix e d  in  a m o n g  th e  s t a la c t ite s  n e a r  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  

c o r n e r  o f  t h e  r o o m  is  a  roper. It d o e s n ’t a t ta c k  th e  

k o b o ld s  o r  g u a r d  d r a k e s  b e c a u s e  t h e  k o b o ld s  fe e d  

it s p o i le d  m e a t  th a t t h e  g u a r d  d r a k e s  w o n ’t e a t . I f  

a t ta c k e d , it f ig h ts  b a c k  (a n d  i t ’s  v e r y  d a n g e r o u s  to  

3 r d -le v e l c h a r a c t e r s ! ) .  It c a n  r e a c h  a n y w h e r e  in  a r e a  10 

w it h  i ts  t e n t a c le s ,  a n d  it c a n  a ls o  m o v e  a t s p e e d  1 0 . It is  

c u r r e n t ly  fu l l a n d  c u r io u s  a b o u t  s t r a n g e r s ,  h o w e v e r ,  s o  

i t ’s  n o t  a v e r s e  t o  t a lk in g . Its  o n ly  r e a l  c o n c e r n  is  fo o d .

I f  t o ld  a b o u t  t h e  s u p p ly  o f  m e a t  in  a r e a  6  a n d  b r o u g h t  

s o m e  a s  p r o o f ,  it le ts  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  g o  a b o u t  t h e ir  b u s i ­

n e s s  w h ile  it c r e e p s  a w a y  to  in v e s t ig a te  t h e  la rd e r .

A  to ta l  o f  th re e  d r a g o n  e g g s  a re  s p r e a d  t h r o u g h o u t  

th e  a re a . E a c h  is  a b o u t  th re e  fe e t  ta ll a n d  w e ig h s  1 5 0  

p o u n d s . T w o  o f  t h e m  a r e  e a s y  to  s p o t  ju s t  b y  w a lk in g  

th ro u g h  th e  r o o m  w it h  a  lig h t s o u r c e .  T h e  th ird  is  

t u c k e d  in to  a  p ile  o f  s im ila r -c o lo r e d  s t o n e s  

b e h in d  o n e  o f  th e  c o lu m n s , m a k in g  

it e a s y  t o  m is s .  W h e n  c h a r a c t e r s  

s e a r c h  th e  r o o m , h a v e  e v e r y o n e  

m a k e  a W is d o m  (P e r c e p t io n )  

c h e c k . O n ly  a c h a r a c t e r  w h o  

r o l ls  15 o r  h ig h e r  n o t i c e s  th e  

e g g  in  its  c a m o u f la g e d  n e s t .

L o o k in g  at a  d r a g o n  e g g , a 

c h a r a c t e r  c a n  d e t e rm in e  th e  

c o l o r  o f  d r a g o n  w it h  a  s u c ­

c e s s fu l  D C  10 I n t e l lig e n ce  

(N a tu re )  c h e c k .

I f  t h e  e g g s  a re  le ft  h e r e ,  

t h e y  h a t ch  in  l e s s  t h a n  a 

w e e k . I f  t h e y  a r e  t a k e n  

a w a y , w h e t h e r  t h e y  h a t ch  

d e p e n d s  o n  h o w  t h e y  a re  

s t o r e d  a n d  t r e a t e d . A w a y  

f r o m  a  w a r m , h u m id  e n v i r o n ­

m e n t  s u c h  a s  t h is  c h a m b e r , 

t h e ir  p r o g r e s s  h a lts  u n til  th e y  

a re  a g a in  in  a  s u ita b le  in c u ­

b a to r . T h e  d r a g o n s  c a n  

b e  k i l le d  e a s i ly  i f  th e  

e g g s  a r e  s m a s h e d ,

c r u s h e d , o r  s t a b b e d . I f  a n  e g g  is  s im p ly  c r a c k e d  o p e n , 

th e  in fa n t  d r a g o n  s t r u g g le s  f o r  b re a t h , c r i e s  a n d  

s q u ir m s  l ik e  a  h u m a n  b a b y  fo r  a  f e w  m in u t e s , a n d  th e n  

d ie s .

10B. K o b o l d s  i n  H i d i n g

T h e  f lo o r  o f  t h is  a r e a  is  a b o u t  10  fe e t  b e lo w  th e  le d g e . 

T h e  fo u r  kobolds w h o  te n d  t h e  e g g s  h id  in  t h is  d e p r e s ­

s i o n  w h e n  t h e y  h e a r d  t h e  f ig h t b r e a k  o u t  in  a r e a  9.

W h e n  c h a r a c t e r s  a p p r o a c h  w i t h in  2 5  fe e t  o f  t h e  le d g e  

o v e r lo o k in g  1 0 B  (w h e n  th e y  c o m e  in  l in e  w it h  th e  t o p  o f  

th e  s t a ir s  t o  1 0 A ), t w o  k o b o ld s  t o s s  g lu e  b o m b s  a n d  th e  

o t h e r  t w o  t o s s  fir e  b o m b s . T h e y  d o  t h e  s a m e  t h in g  o n  

t h e  n e x t  r o u n d . T h e n  t h e y  w a it  a  r o u n d  o r  t w o , i f  p o s s i ­

b le ,  w h i le  t h e  r o p e r  in  a r e a  1 0 A  d r a g s  c h a r a c t e r s  in t o  i ts  

t e n ta c le s ,  b it e s  t h e m , o r  d r o p s  t h e m  2 0  fe e t  t o  t h e  g u a r d  

d r a k e s .

Glue Bomb. E a c h  c r e a t u r e  w it h in  10  fe e t  o f  th e  

b o m b ’s  ta r g e t  p o in t  m u s t  s u c c e e d  o n  a  D C  11 D e x t e r ity  

s a v in g  t h r o w  o r  b e  r e s t r a in e d . T h e  t a rg e t  o r  a n o t h e r  

c r e a t u r e  w i t h in  r e a c h  o f  it c a n  u s e  a n  a c t io n  t o  m a k e  a  

D C  11 S t r e n g t h  c h e c k ; i f  th e  c h e c k  s u c c e e d s ,  t h e  e f fe c t  

o n  t h e  ta rg e t  e n d s .

Fire Bomb. E a c h  c r e a t u r e  w it h in  10  fe e t  o f  th e  

b o m b ’s  t a r g e t  p o in t  m u s t  s u c c e e d  o n  a  D C  11 D e x t e r it y  

s a v in g  t h r o w  o r  t a k e  4  ( 1d 8 )  f ir e  d a m a g e  ( h a l f  a s  m u c h  

d a m a g e  o n  a  s u c c e s s f u l  s a v in g  t h r o w ).

I f  a ll e l s e  fa i ls , th e  k o b o ld s  s c r a m b le  u p  t h e ir  m a k e ­

s h if t  la d d e r  a n d  a tta c k  w it h  t h e ir  s h o r t s w o r d s .

11. F r u l a m  M o n d a t h ’s C h a m b e r

Frulam Mondath ( s e e  a p p e n d ix  B )  m o v e d  in t o  t h is  

s im p le  b u t  c o m fo r t a b le  c h a m b e r  w h e n  t h e  c a m p  w a s  

a b a n d o n e d . I f  n o  fig h t  h a s  o c c u r r e d  w it h  th e  g u a r d s  

in  a r e a  12  a n d  c h a r a c t e r s  e n t e r  t h is  

c h a m b e r  f r o m  a r e a  9 , t h e n  M o n d a t h  is  

h e r e  w h e n  t h e y  a r r iv e . G u a r d s  in  a r e a  

12  h e a r  w h a t e v e r  h a p p e n s  in  th is  c h a m ­

b e r  a n d  r e s p o n d  d u tifu lly .

T h e  c h a m b e r  c o n t a in s  a  w r it in g  

d e s k  a n d  s t o o l ,  s e v e r a l  t a b le s  w it h  b o o k s



a n d  p a p e r s ,  a n d  a  m ir r o r  o n  a  f lo o r  s ta n d . L ig h t  c o m e s  

f r o m  t w o  o i l  la m p s . T h i c k  r u g s  c o m p le t e ly  c o v e r  th e  

f lo o r , in c lu d in g  a n  o p e n  c h u te  th a t  d r o p s  d o w n  t o  a r e a  

9. A  r o p e  la d d e r  is  f ix e d  in  th e  c h u te  fo r  c l im b in g  u p  

a n d  d o w n ,  b u t  n o t h in g  m a r k s  t h e  p o s i t i o n  o f  th e  o p e n , 

3 - fo o t - w id e  h o le  w h e n  it is  c o v e r e d  b y  r u g s .  T h e  s lig h t  

d e p r e s s io n  it c a u s e s  in  t h e  r u g  c a n  b e  n o t i c e d  w it h  a 

s u c c e s s f u l  D C  10  W is d o m  ( P e r c e p t io n )  c h e c k . I f  s o m e ­

o n e  s t e p s  o n  th e  c h u te  w ith o u t  k n o w in g  i t ’s  th e r e ,  th e  

c h a r a c t e r  m u s t  m a k e  a  D C  1 0  D e x t e r it y  s a v in g  th r o w . 

S u c c e s s  m e a n s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  h o p s  o f f  t h e  r u g  b e fo r e  it 

c o l l a p s e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  h o le ,  o r  g r a b s  th e  t o p  o f  la d d e r  a s  

h e  o r  s h e  fa l ls ; fa i lu r e  m e a n s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  p lu n g e s  3 0  

fe e t  d o w n  t h e  c h u te  in t o  a r e a  9 , t a k in g  3 d 6  b lu d g e o n in g  

d a m a g e  fr o m  t h e  fa ll.

Sp r e a d  o p en  o n  o n e  o f  t h e  t a b le s  is a s i m p le  m ap  o f  t h e  

G r e e n f i e l d s  a r ea  s h o w i n g  t h e  v i l l a g e s  t h e  c u l t  a t t ack ed  

an d  l o o t ed .  A n  a r r o w  is sk e t ch ed  in  f r o m  t h e  G r e e n f i e l d s  

t o w a r d  t h e  w e s t  an d  t h e  t o w n  o f  Be r e g o s t  o n  t h e  T r ad e  

Way ,  w h e r e  t h e  a r r o w  t u r n s  n o r t h .  A  se p a r a t e  s h e e t  o f  

p a p e r  t h a t  is co v e r e d  w i t h  n u m e r a l s  in  c o l u m n s  c o n t a i n s  

t h e  n o t e ,  “ Ev e r y t h i n g  m u s t  b e f r e i g h t e d  n o r t h  t o  N a e r y t a r .  

Re z m i r  a l l o w e d  u s t o  k eep  s o m e  p e ar l s ,  a r i n g ,  an d  a 

h an d f u l  o f  sm a l l  s t o n e s . ”  O t h e r  p a p e r s  a r e  o f  l ess  i n t e r es t ;  

m o s t  o f  t h e m  h av e  b ad  p o e t r y  a b o u t  d r a g o n s .

T h e  s m a lle r  c h a m b e r  o f f  t h e  m a in  o n e  c o n t a in s  a  b e d , a 

t r u n k  c o n t a in in g  M o n d a t h 's  c lo t h e s ,  a n d  a  s e c o n d  t r u n k  

c o n t a in in g  M o n d a t h ’s  C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n  re g a l ia . W it h  

t h is  r e g a l ia , o n e  p e r s o n  (p r e fe r a b ly  a h u m a n  w o m a n , 

b u t  t h e  c l o t h in g  c a n  b e  a d ju s te d  to  fit a m a n )  c a n  b e  

o u t f it te d  a s  a  W e a r e r  o f  P u r p le .  It ’s  w o r t h  n o t in g  th a t 

e a c h  W e a r e r  o f  P u r p le ’s  r e g a l ia  is  s im ila r  b u t  u n iq u e , s o  

h ig h -r a n k in g  c u lt  m e m b e r s  a re  l ik e ly  to  r e c o g n i z e  t h is  

r e g a l ia  a s  M o n d a t h ’s . W h e n  t h e y  s e e  th a t t h e  p e r s o n  

w e a r in g  it is  n o t  M o n d a t h , o r  i f  t h e y  k n o w  s h e  is  d e a d , 

a la r m  b e l ls  a r e  g u a r a n t e e d  to  g o  o ff.

D e v e l o p m e n t s

I f  a  f ig h t b r e a k s  o u t  in  a r e a  12  a n d  fo u r  o f  t h e  g u a r d s  

fr o m  th a t c h a m b e r  r e t r e a t  h e r e  t o  d e fe n d  M o n d a t h , 

h e r  r e s p o n s e  is  u p  t o  y o u . I f  th e  fig h t  in  t h e  b a r r a c k s  

t a k e s  a  h e a v y  to l l o n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  s h e  m ig h t  d e c id e  

to  c o n f r o n t  t h e m  h e r e .  I f  t h e  a t t a c k e r s  p lo w  t h r o u g h  h e r  

fo r w a r d  g u a r d s ,  M o n d a t h  m ig h t  r e t re a t  d o w n  th e  c h u te  

t o  a r e a  9  a n d  jo i n  f o r c e s  w it h  C y a n w ra t h  o r  e v e n  f le e  

f r o m  th e  c a v e . S h e  h a s  d e d i c a t e d  h e r  l ife  to  t h e  C u lt  o f  

t h e  D r a g o n , b u t  s h e  is n ’t e a g e r  to  d ie  fo r  th e  cu lt . M o n ­

d a th  k n o w s  th a t t h e  C u lt  is  a m a s s in g  t r e a s u r e  in  th e  

n o r t h  a n d  th a t R e z m ir  s p o k e  o f t e n  o f  T ia m a t , b u t  th a t is  

t h e  e x te n t  o f  h e r  k n o w le d g e  o f  t h e  la r g e r  p la n .

1 2 . G u a r d  B a r r a c k s

T h e  g u a r d s  w h o  r e m a in e d  b e h in d  w it h  M o n d a t h  u s e  

t h is  c h a m b e r  a s  t h e ir  b a r r a c k s .  A t  a n y  g iv e n  t im e , fo u r  

o f  t h e m  k e e p  w a t c h  in  a r e a  1 a n d  t h e  o t h e r s — t h r e e  

guards a n d  e ig h t  cultists—a r e  h e r e ,  a s l e e p  o r  r e la x ­

in g . I f  f ig h t in g  a g a in s t  t h e  g u a r d s  f r o m  a r e a  1 p u s h e s  

n e a r  t h e  p a s s a g e  t o  a r e a  1 2 , r o l l  a  d 2 0 ; th e  g u a r d s  h e r e

in v e s t ig a te  th e  s o u n d  o n  a  r o l l  o f  12  o r  h ig h e r . O t h e r ­

w i s e  t h e y  s ta y  h e r e ,  m o s t ly  o b l i v io u s  to  w h a t ’s  g o in g  o n  

e l s e w h e r e .

I f  c h a ra c te r s  e n te r  th is  c h a m b e r  fr o m  a re a  2 , th e  g u a rd s  

r e a c t  q u ick ly . T w o  o f  th e  g u a rd s  a n d  five  o f  th e  cu ltis ts  

fig h t th e  c h a r a c te r s  h e re  w h ile  o n e  g u a rd  a n d  t h r e e  o f  th e  

cu lt is ts  r e tre a t to  a r e a  11 to  p r o t e c t  F r u la m  M o n d a th .

T r e a s u r e

T h e  g u a r d s ’ s c a b b a r d s  a r e  d e c o r a t e d  w it h  d r a g o n  

m o t i fs .  T h e y  a re  w o r t h  a b o u t  5  g p  e a c h . T h e y  a re  n o t  

p a r t  o f  a  C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n  “ u n ifo r m ,”  b u t  w e a r in g  o n e  

o f  t h e s e  s c a b b a r d s  c o u l d  b u y  a  c h a r a c t e r  c r e d ib i l i t y  

w h e n  t r y in g  to  p o s e  a s  a  c u ltis t . F o r  e x a m p le ,  y o u  m ig h t  

g r a n t  a  +1 b o n u s  t o  C h a r is m a  c h e c k s  m a d e  to  f o o l  o r  

in f lu e n c e  c u lt is t s .  A s i d e  fr o m  t h e ir  g e a r , t h e  g u a r d s  h a v e  

c o i n s  a n d  s m a ll  g e m s  w o r t h  a  t o ta l  o f  1 2 0  g p .

13 . T r e a s u r e  S t o r a g e

T h is  c h a m b e r  is  n o w  m o s t ly  e m p ty , e x c e p t  fo r  a  f e w  

o v e r t u r n e d  b o x e s ,  b r o k e n  i t e m s , s c a t t e r e d  c o i n s ,  s m a ll  

g e m s  th a t w e r e  d r o p p e d  d u r in g  th e  h a s t y  e v a c u a t io n , 

a n d  o n e  cultist w h o  is  s le e p in g  s o u n d ly  o n  t h e  f l o o r  

a f te r  c o n s u m i n g  s e v e r a l  b o t t l e s  o f  w i n e . H e  w o n ’t w a k e  

u p  fr o m  a n y th in g  l e s s  t h a n  v ig o r o u s  s h a k in g , a n d  it w i l l  

b e  s e v e r a l  h o u r s  b e fo r e  h e  is  c o h e r e n t .  A l l  t h e  d r o p p e d  

i t e m s  le ft  in  t h is  r o o m  h a v e  a  t o ta l  v a lu e  o f  o n ly  16  g p .

R e w a r d s

A w a r d  s t a n d a r d  X P  f o r  d e fe a t e d  f o e s .  T h is  e p is o d e  

in c lu d e s  m a n y  c h a l l e n g e s  o t h e r  t h a n  fig h ts , a n d  c h a r ­

a c t e r s  s h o u ld  b e  r e w a r d e d  f o r  o v e r c o m i n g  t h e m . T h e  

a w a r d s  l is t e d  b e lo w  a r e  ju s t  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ;  a d ju s t  

t h e m  a s  y o u  s e e  fit. C h a r a c t e r s  m ig h t  r e a c h  4 t h  le v e l b y  

th e  e n d  o f  t h is  e p is o d e , b u t  i t ’s  n o t  e s s e n t ia l  th a t t h e y  d o .

• I f  y o u  a re  u s in g  t h e  m i le s t o n e  e x p e r ie n c e  r u le , th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  r e a c h  4 t h  lev e l.

• F o r  l o c a t in g  a n d  d is a r m in g  t ra p s :  1 0 0  X P  p e r  tra p .

• F o r  o f fe r in g  t h e  r o p e r  m e a t  in s t e a d  o f  f ig h t in g  it t o  th e  

d e a th : 1 ,8 0 0  X P  (th e  r o p e r ’s  s t a n d a r d  X P  v a lu e ).

• F o r  e a c h  d r a g o n  e g g  d e s t r o y e d  o r  ta k e n : 2 5 0  X P .

• F o r  d e s t r o y i n g  o r  t a k in g  o n ly  t w o  d r a g o n  e g g s :  5 0 0  

X P .

W it h  t h e  d r a g o n  h a t c h e r y  d e s t r o y e d  a n d  th e  c u lt is ts  

a ll g o n e , c h a r a c t e r s  s h o u ld  h e a d  fo r  E ltu r e l  a n d  t h e ir  

r e n d e z v o u s  w it h  L e o s i n  E r la n th a r  a n d  O n th a rr  F r u m e . 

T h e y  m ig h t  c h o o s e  t o  f o l l o w  t h e  w a g o n  t r a c k s  in s te a d . 

T h e  w a g o n s  f o l l o w e d  t h e  c o u r s e  r o u g h ly  la id  o u t  o n  

th e  m a p  in  M o n d a t h ’s  c h a m b e r :  w e s t  t o  B e r e g o s t ,  th e n  

n o r t h  a lo n g  th e  T r a d e  W a y . T h e y  h a v e  at le a s t  a  fu l l 

d a y ’s  h e a d  s ta r t  o n  th e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  a n d  p o s s ib ly  m o r e ,  

d e p e n d in g  o n  h o w  m u c h  t im e  c h a r a c t e r s  s p e n t  in  

G r e e n e s t  b e fo r e  r e t u r n in g  to  t h e  p la te a u .



T
h e  t r e a s u r e  l o o t e d  f r o m  th e  G r e e n f i e ld s  is  h e a d e d  

n o r t h  o n  t h e  T r a d e  W a y , h id d e n  in  u n m a r k e d  

fr e ig h t  w a g o n s  th a t a re  p a r t  o f  t h e  r e g u la r  m e r ­

c h a n t  t ra f fic  o f  th a t w e l l - t r a v e le d  r o a d . T h e  h e r o e s  m u s t  

fin d  o u t  w h e r e  a ll th a t l o o t  is  g o in g , w h ic h  m e a n s  t a k in g  

a  lo n g , d a n g e r - f i l le d  t r ip  n o r t h w a r d .

T h e  c h a r a c t e r s  s h o u ld  tra v e l f r o m  t h e  a b a n d o n e d  cu lt  

c a m p  s o u t h e a s t  o f  G r e e n e s t  t o  t h e  c i t y  o f  E ltu r e l  o n  th e  

R iv e r  C h io n th a r .  T h e i r  r o u t e  t a k e s  t h e m  b a c k  t h r o u g h  

G r e e n e s t ,  w h e r e  t h e y  c a n  r e t u r n  a n y  s t o le n  g o o d s  th a t 

t h e y  r e c o v e r e d  f r o m  th e  c u lt  a n d  r e c u p e r a t e  f r o m  t h e ir  

w o u n d s . N ig h th il l  g r e e t s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  w it h  d e lig h t  a n d  

r e s p e c t .  H e  t e l ls  t h e m  th a t b e f o r e  L e o s i n  E r la n th a r  le ft  

t o w n , h e  b o u g h t  h o r s e s  a n d  r id in g  g e a r  fo r  t h e  c h a r a c ­

t e r s  to  s p e e d  t h e ir  j o u r n e y  t o  E ltu r e l. T h e  h o r s e s  a re  

b e in g  k e p t  at t h e  d e a le r ’s  s t a b le s  u n til  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a re  

r e a d y  t o  le a v e  fo r  E ltu r e l ; a ll t h e ir  c o s t s  a re  p a id  for.

O n  h o r s e b a c k , c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  tra v e l t h e  2 0 0  m i le s  

f r o m  G r e e n e s t  t o  E ltu r e l  in  a b o u t  s ix  d a y s . T h e y  m a k e  

th e  j o u r n e y  w it h o u t  in c id e n t , u n le s s  y o u  t h r o w  a n  

e n c o u n t e r  o r  t w o  at t h e m  t o  s p i c e  u p  t h e  tr ip  o r  to  

in c r e a s e  t h e ir  X P  to t a ls .  E n c o u n t e r s  w it h  b a n d its ,  

h u m a n o id  c la n s ,  a n d  r o v in g  m o n s t e r s  a re  a p p r o p r ia t e  in  

t h e  u n t a m e d  e x p a n s e s  o f  th e  G r e e n f ie ld s .

E l t u r e l

E ltu r e l, a  la r g e , o r d e r ly  c i t y  o v e r lo o k in g  t h e  R iv e r  C h io n ­

th a r , is  f i l le d  w it h  m e r c h a n t s ,  r iv e r  t r a d e r s ,  a n d  fa r m e r s ’ 

m a rk e ts .  Its  m o s t  d is t in g u is h in g  fe a t u r e  is  a  b r i ll ia n t  

m a g i c a l  l ig h t  th a t h o v e r s  a b o v e  it, i l lu m in a t in g  it d a y  a n d  

n ig h t . T h is  l ig h t  is  p a in fu l  t o  u n d e a d  a n d  is  v is ib le  f r o m  

a lm o s t  e v e r y  c o r n e r  o f  E lt u r g a rd  ( o f  w h ic h  E ltu r e l  is  th e  

c a p ita l) , a p p e a r in g  f r o m  a fa r  a s  a  s t a r  o r  d is ta n t  s u n .

W h e n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  m e e t  O n t h a r r  F r u m e , t h e y  f in d  

h im  to  b e  a  g o o d -n a t u r e d  p a la d in  o f  T o r m , t h e  g o d  o f  

h e r o i c s  a n d  b ra v e ry . H e  is  a  m a n  o f  a c t io n  w h o  l o v e s  

j o k e s  a n d  p r a n k s , a  s t i f f  d r in k , a n d  a  f r ie n d ly  s c u ff le .

I f  c h a r a c t e r s  a s k  fo r  L e o s i n  E r la n th a r  w h e n  th e y  

a r r iv e  in  E ltu r e l, n o n e  o f  th e  l o c a l s  k n o w  h im . I f  t h e y  a s k  

fo r  O n th a rr  F r u m e , a n y o n e  c a n  d ir e c t  t h e m  to  th e  “ h e a d ­

q u a r t e r s ”  o f  F r u m e ’s  fa c t io n , t h e  O r d e r  o f  t h e  G a u n t le t , 

a t a  ta v e r n  c a l le d  A  P a ir  o f  B la c k  A n t le r s .  I f  th e  c h a r a c ­

t e r s  a r r iv e  w it h in  a t e n d a y  o f  E r la n th a r ’s  d e p a r t u r e  f r o m  

G r e e n e s t ,  th e n  th e  m o n k  is  s t il l t h e r e  w it h  h is  h a n d fu l  o f  

d is c ip l e s ,  t o o .

Y o u  c a n  s p e n d  a s  m u c h  o r  a s  l it t le  t im e  o n  in t e r ­

a c t i o n s  in  E ltu re l a s  y o u  a n d  y o u r  p la y e r s  w a n t . 

C h a r a c t e r s  a r e  g u a r a n t e e d  t o  h a v e  a  g o o d  t im e  in  

F r u m e ’s  c o m p a n y , p r o v id e d  t h e y  c o n s i d e r  c o n t in u a l

E p iso d e  4 : O n t h e  R o a d



a n d  o n  T ia m a t  a re  c a u s e  fo r  c o n c e r n . T h e  c u lt  is  o n  

t h e  m o v e  a n d  i t ’s  u p  to  s o m e t h in g  b ig ;  th e  O r d e r  o f  th e  

G a u n t le t , th e  H a r p e r s ,  a n d  a  t h ir d  a l l ie d  g r o u p  k n o w n  

a s  th e  E m e r a ld  E n c la v e  w a n t  to  th w a rt  t h e  c u l t ’s  p la n s .

In  t h is  m e e t in g , F r u m e  a n d  E r la n th a r  a re  o f fe r in g  

th e  c h a r a c t e r s  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  jo i n  t h e ir  fa c t io n s .  A t  t h is  

e a r ly  s ta g e , t h e r e  is  n o  p a y  fo r  m e m b e r s  a n d  t h e r e  a re  

n o  r a n k s . W h a t  t h e y  c a n  o f fe r  is  h e lp  a n d  s u p p o r t  f r o m  

o t h e r  m e m b e r s  a n d  a l l ie s , w h o  a r e  s p r e a d  f r o m  N a s h k e l  

a n d  C a n d le k e e p  in  t h e  s o u t h  to  N e v e r w in t e r  a n d  M ira -  

b a r  in  th e  n o r t h . T h e  h o r s e s  th a t E r la n th a r  a r r a n g e d  fo r  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a re  ju s t  o n e  s m a ll  e x a m p le  o f  t h e  a id  th e  

H a r p e r s  a n d  t h e  O r d e r  o f  th e  G a u n t le t  c a n  p r o v id e .

H a r p e r s  c a n  b e  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  th e  g r o u p ’s  s y m b o l :  

a  s i lv e r  h a r p  n e s t le d  b e t w e e n  t h e  h o r n s  o f  a  c r e s c e n t  

m o o n . S o m e  p e o p l e  w e a r  th e  s y m b o l  o p e n ly ,  a n d  o t h e r s  

k e e p  it c o n c e a l e d . E r la n th a r  w e a r s  h is  a s  a  m e d a l l io n  

a r o u n d  h is  n e c k  w h e n  h e  is  c e r t a in  th a t h e ’s  n o t  h e a d i n g  

in t o  a  p o t e n t ia l  c a p t iv e  s it u a t io n — s o m e t im e s  o p e n ly  a n d  

s o m e t im e s  t u c k e d  a w a y . M e m b e r s  o f  th e  O r d e r  o f  th e  

G a u n t le t  w e a r  t h e ir  h o ly  s y m b o ls  o p e n ly . ( F r u m e ’s  is  

t h e  r ig h t -h a n d e d  g a u n t le t  o f  T o r m .)  T h e  o r d e r ’s u n iv e r ­

s a l  s y m b o l  is  a  g a u n t le t  g r a s p in g  a  s w o r d  b y  th e  b la d e . 

F r u m e  w e a r s  s u c h  a  s y m b o l  o n  a  p e n d a n t  a r o u n d  h is  

n e c k , h id d e n  b e lo w  h is  f l o w in g  b e a r d .

C h a r a c t e r s  d o n ’t n e e d  to  j o i n  e it h e r  fa c t io n , b u t  t h e r e  

a re  a d v a n t a g e s  t o  d o in g  s o  a n d  n o  r e a l  d r a w b a c k s . E v e n

d r in k in g , a r m -w r e s t l in g , h o r s e b a c k  r id in g  c o n t e s t s ,  

s p a r r in g , a n d  w e a p o n  t r a in in g  t o  b e  a g o o d  t im e . I f  th e  

p la y e rs  d o n ’t r e a l iz e  it, E r la n th a r  f in d s  a  q u ie t  m o m e n t  

to  b e  s u r e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  u n d e r s t a n d  th a t i m p r e s s in g  

F r u m e  w it h  t h e ir  p r o w e s s ,  t h e ir  h o n e s t y , a n d  th e ir  d r iv e  

is  in  t h e ir  lo n g -t e r m  in t e r e s t .  T h e  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  m a k e  a 

p o s it iv e  im p r e s s io n  o n  F r u m e  b y  w in n in g  a  fe w  c o n t e s t s  

( r e s o lv e d  q u ic k ly  w i t h  o p p o s e d  s k i l l  o r  a b i li ty  c h e c k s )  

o r  s p a r r in g  m a t c h e s  a g a in s t  h is  t r o o p e r s  o r  b y  t e l lin g  

e n te r t a in in g  t a le s  o f  t h e ir  e x p lo it s  d u r in g  th e  G r e e n e s t  

r a id , in  t h e  r a id e r s ’ c a m p , a n d  in  t h e  d r a g o n  c a v e s .

T h e  O r d e r  o f  t h e  G a u n t l e t

L a te  in  t h e  e v e n in g , a ft e r  a  d a y  w h e n  F r u m e  h a s  b e e n  

s u ita b ly  im p r e s s e d  b y  th e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  h e  s e n d s  o n e  o f  h is  

s q u i r e s  t o  s u m m o n  t h e m  to  a  p r iv a te  r o o m  in  th e  ta v e rn .

F r u m e ’s sq u i r e  s h o w s  y o u  t o  a p r i v a t e  sp ac e  o f f  t h e  

t a v e r n ’s c o m m o n  r o o m  an d  c l o s es  t h e  d o o r  w h e n  

h e l eav e s .  W a i t i n g  f o r  yo u  in  t h e  r o o m  ar e t h e  b ro ad -  

sh o u l d e r e d  h u m a n  p a la d i n ,  t h e  m o n k  Leo s in ,  an d  m an y  

p i t c h e r s  o f  d a r k  r ed  w in e .  T h e  p a l a d i n ’s f a c e  w e a r s  a 

s e r i o u s  ex p r es s io n ,  u n l i k e  i t s  u su a l  o p e n  c o u n t e n a n c e .

“ M y  f r i e n d s ,  w e  h av e  im p o r t a n t  b u s i n e ss  t o  d i s c u ss .  A t  

t h i s  p o i n t ,  y o u  k n o w  a l m o s t  as m u c h  a b o u t  i t  as  w e  d o , 

an d  t h a n k s  t o  y o u , w e  k n o w  t w i c e  as m u ch  t o d a y  as w e  

d i d  a t e n d a y  ag o .  So m e t h i n g  r o t t en  is a f o o t .  W e  h av e n o  

f o r m a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t o  o p p o s e  t h e s e  r a s c a l s — n o t  y e t  

an y w ay .  W e ’ re w o r k i n g  o n  t h a t .  A n d  w e  n eed  p e o p l e  l i k e 

y o u , w h o  k n o w  h o w  an d  w h en  t o  f i g h t , an d  h o w  an d  w h en  

t o  k eep  t h e i r  h ead s  d o w n  an d  o b se r v e .  W e  c a n ’t  p r o m is e  

y o u  a n y t h i n g  ex cep t  l o n g  d ay s f i l l ed  w i t h  d a n g e r  an d  

s t r e s s — b u t  w h a t  co u ld  b e b e t t e r  t h a n  t h a t ,  e h ?”

O n t h a r r  F r u m e  a n d  L e o s i n  E r la n th a r , a lo n g  w it h  a 

h a n d fu l  o f  o t h e r  c o n c e r n e d  le a d e r s  a n d  s c h o la r s  a lo n g  

t h e  S w o r d  C o a s t ,  a r e  in  t h e  e a r ly  s t a g e s  o f  o r g a n iz in g  

a g a in s t  t h e  C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n .

E r la n t h a r ’s  o r g a n iz a t io n  is  th e  H a r p e r s .  C h a r a c t e r s  

m ig h t  h a v e  h e a r d  o f  t h e  o ld e r  H a r p e r s ,  b u t  t h e y ’re  

u n lik e ly  t o  k n o w  m u c h  a b o u t  t h e  s e c r e t iv e  g r o u p  b e y o n d  

w h a t  is  g e n e r a l ly  r u m o r e d : th a t t h e  H a r p e r s  a re  d e d i ­

c a t e d  t o  f u r t h e r in g  e q u a lit y  a n d  ju s t i c e  a n d  t o  k e e p in g  

p o w e r  o u t  o f  th e  h a n d s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  d o n ’t d e s e r v e  it. 

E r la n th a r  e x p la i n s  th a t th e  H a r p e r s  a re  l o o s e l y  o r g a ­

n iz e d ; a g e n t s  a r e  a l l o w e d  w id e  f r e e d o m  o f  a c t io n .

O n t h a r r  F r u m e  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  O r d e r  o f  th e  

G a u n t le t . H is  o r d e r  s h a r e s  m a n y  o f  t h e  H a r p e r s ’ 

p r in c ip le s ,  b u t  th e  t w o  o r g a n iz a t i o n s  a r e  v e r y  

d if fe r e n t .  T h e  O r d e r  o f  t h e  G a u n t le t  e m p h a s iz e s  

fa ith , v ig i la n c e ,  a n d  c o n s t a n t  s t r u g g le  a g a in s t  

th r e a ts  o f  e v i l. M a n y  o f  its  m e m b e r s  a re  c l e r i c s  a n d  

p a la d in s ,  b u t  th e  o r d e r  w e l c o m e s  a n y o n e  w h o  s h a r e s  

its  id e a ls . D is c ip l in e  is  k ey , a n d  t h e  o r d e r  is  d is t in c t ly  

m o r e  s t r u c t u r e d  a n d  h ie r a r c h ic a l  t h a n  t h e  H a r p e r s .

T h e  t o p  c o n c e r n  o f  b o t h  g r o u p s  is  th e  C u lt  o f  th e  

D r a g o n . In  t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  c u lt  w a s  m o r e  a c t iv e  t o  t h e  e a s t  

a n d  it w a s  f o c u s e d  o n  c r e a t in g  d r a c o l ic h e s .  I ts  s h i f t  to  

t h e  S w o r d  C o a s t  a n d  n e w  e m p h a s is  o n  l iv in g  d r a g o n s



i f  c h a r a c t e r s  d o n ’t a g r e e  to  jo in ,  F r u m e  a n d  E r la n th a r  

t r y  to  e n l is t  t h e ir  a id  in  t r a c k in g  t h e  c u l t ’s  s h ip m e n ts .

T h e  M i s s i o n

T h a n k s  to  th e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  th e  H a r p e r s  n o w  k n o w  th a t 

t h e  c u lt  is  a m a s s in g  t r e a s u r e  a n d  s h ip p in g  it n o r th . 

W h e r e  e x a c t ly  t h is  t r e a s u r e  i s  g o in g  a n d  w h a t  th e  cu lt  

p la n s  t o  d o  w it h  it a r e  t h e  n e x t  t w o  q u e s t io n s  th a t n e e d  

a n s w e r in g . F r u m e  a n d  E r la n th a r  w o u ld  l ik e  th e  c h a r a c ­

t e r s  to  j o i n  t h e  c u l t ’s  c a r a v a n  a n d  a c c o m p a n y  it o n  th e  

jo u r n e y . T h e y  c o u l d  g e t  t h e m s e lv e s  h ir e d  a s  g u a r d s — i f  

n o t  b y  t h e  c u lt ’s  w a g o n  m a s t e r s ,  t h e n  b y  o t h e r  m e r ­

c h a n t s  w h o  a r e  t r a v e l in g  in  t h e  s a m e  d ir e c t io n  at th e  

s a m e  t im e . M e r c h a n t s  f r o m  d i f fe r e n t  c o m p a n ie s  c o m ­

m o n ly  j o i n  t o g e t h e r  to  f o r m  la r g e r  t r a in s  fo r  p r o t e c t io n . 

F r u m e  h a s  c o n t a c t s  a m o n g  t h e  m a n y  m e r c h a n t s  o f  th e  

r e g io n  a n d  i s  c e r t a in  h e  c a n  a r r a n g e  a  jo b .

T im in g  is  a n  is s u e . T h e  t r a c k s  le a v in g  th e  c u lt i s t s ’ 

c a m p  a n d  t h e  m a p  fr o m  M o n d a t h ’s  c h a m b e r  b o t h  in d i ­

c a t e  th a t t h e  w a g o n s  w e r e  h e a d in g  w e s t  to  p ic k  u p  th e  

C o a s t  W a y  r o a d , w h e r e  t h e y  w o u l d  t u r n  n o r t h  to  B e r -  

e g o s t  a n d  B a ld u r ’s  G a te , a  j o u r n e y  o f  a b o u t  5 5 0  m i le s .  

T h e  w a g o n s  w o u ld  t a k e  tw e n ty -f iv e  t o  t h ir ty  d a y s  fo r  

th a t tr ip , d e p e n d in g  o n  c o n d it io n s .  T h e  w a g o n s  p u l le d  

o u t at l e a s t  a  d a y  a h e a d  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ’ r e t u r n  t o  t h e  

c a m p , a n d  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  p r o b a b ly  s p e n t  a  d a y  e x p lo r ­

in g  t h e  a b a n d o n e d  c a m p  a n d  c le a r in g  o u t  t h e  d r a g o n  

h a t ch e r y . R e t u r n in g  to  G r e e n e s t ,  r e s t in g , a n d  tr a v e lin g  

t o  E ltu r e l  a c c o u n t  fo r  e ig h t  t o  t e n  m o r e  d a y s . U n le s s  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  w a lk e d  t o  E ltu r e l  o r  l o u n g e d  fo r  d a y s  

in  G r e e n e s t  b e f o r e  c o m in g  n o r t h , t h e y  s h o u ld  h a v e  at 

le a s t  t e n  t o  f i ft e e n  d a y s  b e f o r e  t h e  c u lt ’s  w a g o n s  r e a c h  

B a ld u r ’s  G a te .

T h e  R iv e r  C h io n t h a r  f lo w s  d ir e c t ly  f r o m  E ltu r e l  to  

B a ld u r ’s  G a te . A  s a i l in g  v e s s e l  c a n  m a k e  th a t tr ip  d o w n ­

s t r e a m  in  a b o u t  t h r e e  d a y s  i f  it t i e s  u p  o v e r n ig h t  fo r  

s a fe ty , o r  t w o  i f  it r is k s  p u s h in g  o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  n ig h t  b y  

la m p lig h t .  F r u m e  h a s  a lr e a d y  a r r a n g e d  fo r  s u c h  a  b o a t  

to  le a v e  at d a w n  t h e  n e x t  m o r n in g . T h e y  a re  a ls o  p r o ­

v id e d  w it h  5 0  g p  e a c h  t o  c o v e r  e x p e n s e s  o n  t h e  tr ip .

I f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  t u r n  d o w n  t h is  m is s io n , F r u m e  

m a k e s  s o m e  r e m a r k s  a b o u t  h o w  t h e y  a r e n ’ t t h e  p e o p le  

h e  t h o u g h t  t h e y  w e r e ,  a n d  h e  le a v e s  t h e  m e e t in g  m o r e  

t h a n  a  l it t le  b it  a n g ry . E r la n th a r  s t a y s  a n d  m a k e s  o n e  

m o r e  a p p e a l  t o  t h e ir  s e n s e  o f  h o n o r  a n d  d u ty . I f  th e  c h a r ­

a c t e r s  s t i ll  t u r n  h im  d o w n , h e  r e a c h e s  in t o  h is  t u n ic  a n d  

p u l ls  o u t  a s o f t  le a t h e r  p o u c h , w h ic h  h e  h a n d s  t o  o n e  o f  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r s .  I n s id e  i s  a m a g n if i c e n t  r u b y  w o r t h  1 ,2 0 0  

g p . H e  e x p la in s  th a t i f  t h e y  ta k e  th e  m is s io n , th is  r u b y  

w i l l  b e  w a it in g  f o r  t h e m  in  t h e  h a n d s  o f  a  H a r p e r  a g e n t  

in  W a t e r d e e p .

T h a t  n ig h t ,  F r u m e  s e e s  th a t th e  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  a ll 

e q u ip p e d  w it h  n e w  c l o t h in g  a n d  g e a r , a n d  e v e n  n e w  

w e a p o n s  i f  t h e y  w a n t .  H e  s u g g e s t s  th a t t h e y  c h a n g e  

t h e ir  a p p e a r a n c e  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e y  c a n  in  s im p le  w a y s , 

t o  r e d u c e  t h e  o d d s  o f  a n y o n e  t h e y  m ig h t  h a v e  m e t  at th e  

c u lt  c a m p  r e c o g n i z i n g  th e m .

T h e  tr ip  d o w n r iv e r  to  B a ld u r ’s  G a te  is  u n e v e n t fu l , 

r e g a r d le s s  o f  w h e t h e r  it t a k e s  t h r e e  d a y s  o r  t w o . T h e  

c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  b r in g  t h e ir  h o r s e s  a lo n g  o n  t h e  b o a t  i f  

th e y  w is h . T h e  h o r s e s  w o n ’t l ik e  it, b u t  t h e y ’ ll m a n a g e .

B a l d u r ’s G a t e

B a ld u r ’s  G a te  is  a  b u s t l in g  c e n t e r  o f  t r a d e , w it h  g o o d s  

c o m in g  f r o m  n o r t h  a n d  s o u t h  b y  w a g o n  a lo n g  th e  

T r a d e  W a y  a n d  b y  s h ip  o n  t h e  S e a  o f  S w o r d s ,  a n d  f r o m  

th e  e a s t  a lo n g  th e  R iv e r  C h io n t h a r  a n d  f r o m  C o r m y r  

a n d  S e m b ia . B a ld u r ’s  G a te  i s  s itu a te d  o n  a  p r o m in e n t  

b lu f f  n e x t  t o  t h e  r iv e r , o v e r lo o k in g  a n  e x c e l le n t  n a t u r a l  

h a r b o r . It is  d iv id e d  in t o  t h r e e  d is t in c t  s e g m e n t s :  th e  

U p p e r  C ity  w h e r e  t h e  r ic h e s t  a n d  m o s t  in f lu e n t ia l  c i t­

i z e n s  l iv e  a n d  w h e r e  th e  c i t y ’s  m a r k e t p la c e  (th e  W id e )  

is  lo c a t e d ; t h e  L o w e r  C ity , w h ic h  s u r r o u n d s  t h e  h a r b o r  

a n d  w h e r e  m o s t  o f  t h e  c i t y ’s  m e r c h a n t s  l iv e  a n d  c o n d u c t  

t h e ir  b u s in e s s ;  a n d  t h e  O u te r  C ity , w h ic h  l ie s  o u t s id e  t h e  

w a l ls  a n d  w h e r e  m o s t  o f  th e  c i t y ’s  la b o r e r s  r e s id e  in  c o n ­

d it io n s  th a t v a r y  fr o m  c r o w d e d  b u t  c le a n  t o  s q u a l id .

D e p e n d in g  o n  t im in g , c h a r a c t e r s  m ig h t  h a v e  ju s t  a  

f e w  d a y s  t o  w a it  in  B a ld u r ’s  G a te , o r  u p  to  a  te n d a y . M o s t  

o f  th a t t im e  s h o u ld  b e  s p e n t  c o n t a c t in g  a  m e r c h a n t  r e c ­

o m m e n d e d  b y  F r u m e  a n d  a r r a n g i n g  a f fa ir s  s o  t h e y  c a n  

s p o t  th e  c u lt  w a g o n s  w h e n  t h e y  a rr iv e .

F r u m e ’s  c o n t a c t  is  a  h u m a n  t r a d e r  n a m e d  A c k y n  

S e l e b o n . H e  o p e r a t e s  a n  e q u ip a g e  b u s in e s s  in  t h e  O u te r  

C ity  n o r t h  o f  t h e  c i ty  w a ll ,  in  a  d is t r ic t  c a l le d  B la ck g a te . 

T h e r e  h e  s e l l s  a ll th e  m a t e r ia l  n e e d e d  fo r  lo n g -d is t a n c e  

fr e ig h t  h a u l in g : w a g o n s , r o p e , n e tt in g , g r e a s e ,  c h a in s ,  

w h e e ls ,  a n d  s o  o n . H is  s h o p  a ls o  r e p a ir s  w a g o n s . H e  is  

n o t  d ir e c t ly  in v o lv e d  in  t h e  h ir in g  o f  g u a r d s  f o r  c a r a v a n s , 

b u t  h e  k n o w s  p e o p le  w h o  a r e . W it h  h im  to  v o u c h  f o r  th e  

c h a r a c t e r s ,  t h e y  s h o u ld  h a v e  n o  t r o u b le  g e tt in g  h ir e d  o n  

a s  g u a r d s  f o r  a  n o r t h b o u n d  c a r a v a n , b u t  h e  c a n ’t g iv e  

t h e m  w o r k  w it h  a  s p e c i f i c  m e r c h a n t .

H i r i n g  O u t

B a ld u r ’s  G a te  d o e s n ’t a l l o w  w a g o n s , p a c k  a n im a ls ,  

h o r s e s ,  o r  e v e n  d o g s  in t o  t h e  city . T h e  s t r e e t s  a r e  s o  

n a r r o w , s t e e p , a n d  s l i c k  fr o m  f r e q u e n t  r a in  th a t  h e a v y  

w a g o n s  w o u l d  b e  a  m e n a c e . T h is  is  a c t u a lly  o n e  o f  th e  

r e a s o n s  w h y  B a ld u r ’s  G a te  is  s u c h  a  b u s t l in g  c o m m e r ­

c ia l  h u b : fo r  g o o d s  t o  p a s s  t h r o u g h  th e  c i ty  f r o m  s o u t h  to  

n o r th , fo r  e x a m p le ,  t h e y  m u s t  b e  u n lo a d e d  in  t h e  O u te r  

C ity  e a s t  o f  t h e  w a ll ,  c a r r ie d  t h r o u g h  t h e  c i ty  b y  p o r t e r s  

o n  f o o t ,  a n d  r e lo a d e d  o n t o  d if fe r e n t  w a g o n s  n o r t h  o f  th e  

c it y  fo r  th e  r e s t  o f  t h e ir  jo u r n e y . N o  r o a d  c o n v e n ie n t ly  

b y p a s s e s  t h e  c i ty — a  s it u a t io n  th a t t h e  g a t e ’s  p r o f i t e e r in g  

in t e r m e d ia r ie s  w o r k  h a r d  to  m a in ta in . M o s t  m e r c h a n t s  

f in d  it e a s i e r  t o  s e l l  t h e ir  lo a d s  t o  t h o s e  in t e r m e d ia r ie s  

a n d  c o n s ig n m e n t  d e a le r s  w h e n  t h e y  r e a c h  B a ld u r ’s  

G a te , b u y  a  n e w  lo a d  o f  e x o t i c  g o o d s  f r o m  s o m e w h e r e  

fa r  a w a y , a n d  t u r n  a r o u n d  a n d  h e a d  b a c k  h o m e ,  w h e r e  

t h e y  c a n  a g a in  s e l l  t h e  n e w  g o o d s  a t a  p ro f it .

A lo n g  w it h  w a g o n s , g u a r d s  s e ld o m  m a k e  a  c o n t in u o u s  

jo u r n e y  t h r o u g h  B a ld u r ’s  G a te . G u a r d s  fo r  n o r t h b o u n d  

c a r a v a n s  a r e  t y p ic a l ly  h ir e d  in  B la c k g a t e  w h e r e  n o r t h ­

b o u n d  w a g o n s  b e g in  t h e ir  jo u r n e y . S e l e b o n  t e l ls  th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  th a t  i f  t h e y  h a n g  a r o u n d  a n y  o f  t h e  t a v e r n s  o r  

te n t s a l o o n s  n e a r  h is  s h o p ,  t h e y  a r e  s u r e  t o  s e e  a ll th e  

n o r t h b o u n d  t ra ffic . T h e y  s h o u ld n ’t h e s it a t e  t o  u s e  h im  a s  

a  r e f e r e n c e  i f  a  p o t e n t ia l  e m p lo y e r  a s k s  f o r  o n e .

T h e  n o r t h b o u n d  jo u r n e y  f r o m  B a ld u r ’s  G a te  is  

a r d u o u s , s o  m e r c h a n t s  tra v e l t o g e t h e r  fo r  s a fe ty .  E a c h  

m e r c h a n t  h ir e s  g u a r d s  in d e p e n d e n tly , b u t  t h e  c o m m o n



b e l i e f  is  th a t i f  e v e r y o n e  h ir e s  t w o  o r  t h r e e  a n d  e n o u g h  

w a g o n s  tr a v e l  to g e th e r ,  th e  c a r a v a n  is  w e l l  p r o t e c t e d .

W it h in  a  f e w  d a y s  ( th e  w a it  is  u p  t o  y o u  a n d  th e  t im in g  

y o u ’v e  w o r k e d  o u t f o r  t h e  c a r g o ’s  a r r iv a l f r o m  th e  

c a m p ) ,  c h a r a c t e r s  s p o t  p e o p l e  t h e y  r e c o g n i z e  f r o m  t h e  

c u lt ’s  c a m p  o n  t h e  p la te a u . R e z m ir ,  b e in g  a  h a l f -d r a g o n , 

c a n ’t tr a v e l  o p e n ly  in  B a ld u r ’s  G a te ; s h e ’d  b e  a tt a c k e d  

b y  a  m o b . T h e  c i t y ’s  w e a lt h y  e l ite , h o w e v e r ,  o f t e n  tr a v e l  

t h e  s t r e e t s  in  s c r e e n e d  o r  c u r t a in e d  p a la n q u in s  fo r  

b o t h  c o m f o r t  a n d  p r iv a c y . R e z m ir  d o e s  t h e  s a m e . W h e n  

c h a r a c t e r s  s p o t  fa m i l ia r  f a c e s  f r o m  th e  c u lt  c a m p , th e  

c u lt is t s  a r e  c a r r y in g  o r  a c c o m p a n y in g  a  p a la n q u in  

w h e r e  R e z m ir  r id e s .  T h e y  m ig h t  c a t c h  a  g l im p s e  o f  h e r  

t h r o u g h  a  b r ie f ly  p a r t e d  c u r t a in  i f  t h e y ’r e  o b s e r v a n t .

R e z m ir  a n d  h e r  b o d y g u a r d s  c o m e  to  S e l e b o n ’s  y a rd  

t o  p u r c h a s e  f iv e  w a g o n s  a n d  s u p p l ie s  (h a v in g  s o ld  t h e  

o t h e r  w a g o n s  s o u t h  o f  t h e  c ity ). O n c e  t h e y  a r e  e q u ip p e d , 

l o c a l  p o r t e r s  p a c k  m e r c h a n d is e  a n d  s u p p l ie s  o n t o  th e  

w a g o n s , c o v e r  t h e m  in  c a n v a s , a n d  la s h  t h e m  d o w n .

A ft e r  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  id e n t if ie d  th e  c u l t is t s ’ 

w a g o n s  a n d  s e e n  t h e ir  a r r a n g e m e n t s ,  t h e y  s h o u ld  h a v e  

a n  e a s y  t im e  g e tt in g  h ir e d  a s  g u a r d s .  T h e y  c a n  a p p ly  

to  t h e  c u lt is t s  i f  t h e y  fe e l  l ik e  b e in g  r e c k le s s ,  b u t  o t h e r  

m e r c h a n t s  a re  m a k in g  t h e  s a m e  p r e p a r a t io n s  t o  le a v e  

o n  th e  m o r r o w . S e l e c t  a n y o n e  f r o m  th e  l is t  o f  m e r c h a n t s  

a n d  t r a v e le rs  t o  b e  a  p o t e n t ia l  e m p lo y e r .  E a c h  c h a r a c t e r  

m a k e s  a  C h a r is m a  ( P e r s u a s io n )  o r  S t r e n g t h  (A t h le t ics )  

c h e c k , w h ic h e v e r  t h e y  p re fe r . C h e c k  t h e  r e s u lt s  b e lo w .

Azbara Jos ( s e e  A p p e n d ix  B  fo r  s t a t is t ic s )  is  a m a le  

h u m a n  a n d  a R e d  W iz a r d  o f  T h a y . R e d  W iz a r d s  a re  

w i d e ly  d is l ik e d  a n d  m is t r u s t e d , s o  h e  t a k e s  s o m e  p a in s  

t o  d is g u is e  h is  m e m b e r s h ip  in  th a t g r o u p  b y  a lw a y s  

w e a r in g  a  w o o l  c a p  w it h  e a r  a n d  n e c k  f la p s  t o  c o v e r  

h is  s h a v e d , t a t t o o e d  h e a d . I t ’s  n o t  a n  e s p e c ia l l y  e f f e c ­

t iv e  d is g u is e ;  c h a r a c t e r s  w h o  m a k e  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  

15  W is d o m  ( P e r c e p t io n )  c h e c k  n o t i c e  t h e  e d g e s  o f  th e  

t a t t o o s  p e e k in g  o u t  f r o m  u n d e r  t h e  c a p . M a n y  T h a y a n s  

h a v e  s h a v e d , t a t t o o e d  h e a d s , h o w e v e r , b u t  o n ly  a  f e w  

a r e  R e d  W iz a r d s .  C o u n t le s s  T h a y a n s  f le d  t h e ir  c o u n t r y  

w h e n  t h e  l ic h  S z a s s  T a m  s e i z e d  c o n t r o l ,  s o  t h e y  a re  

n o t  e n tire ly  s t r a n g e  o n  th e  S w o r d  C o a s t .  I f  q u e s t io n e d , 

J o s  c la im s  t o  b e  ju s t  a n o t h e r  T h a y a n  e x p a t r io t  t r y in g  

t o  f in d  r e f u g e  w h ile  h is  c o u n t r y  is  c o n t r o l le d  b y  u n d e a d  

m o n s t e r s .  In  fa c t , o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  d e n ia l  th a t h e ’s  a  R e d  

W iz a r d ,  t h is  is  a ll t r u e .

J o s  b u y s  s p a c e  a b o a r d  o n e  o f  t h e  c u lt  w a g o n s ,  

a lt h o u g h  t h e y  t u r n e d  a w a y  e v e r y o n e  e l s e  w h o  s o u g h t  

p a s s a g e  e a r l ie r  in  t h e  jo u r n e y . H e  d o e s  n o t  m i n g le  w it h  

th e  o t h e r  t r a v e le rs  a n d  s e ld o m  s p e a k s  to  a n y o n e  e x c e p t  

th e  m a n  w h o  s e e m s  t o  b e  t h e  le a d e r  o f  t h e  c u lt is t s .

Jamna Gleamsilver ( s e e  A p p e n d ix  B  fo r  s t a t is t ic s )  

is  a  f e m a le  g n o m e  a n d  a  m e m b e r  o f  a  s e c r e t iv e  o r g a ­

n iz a t io n  c a l le d  t h e  B la c k  N e t w o r k , a ls o  k n o w n  a s  th e  

Z h e n t a r im . O u tw a r d ly ,  th e  B la c k  N e t w o r k  p r o v i d e s  m e r ­

c e n a r ie s  a n d  o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  m u s c l e  fo r  h ir e . I n fo r m a lly ,  

it is  k n o w n  a s  a  c r im in a l  s o c i e t y  a k in  to  a w id e s p r e a d  

t h ie v e s  g u ild .  S e c r e t ly ,  its  le a d e r s  s e e k  to  e x t e n d  th e ir  

s h a d o w y  f in g e r s  in to  e v e r y  t h r o n e  r o o m  a n d  r u l in g  

c o u n c i l  c h a m b e r  in  F a e r u n . L ik e  t h e  H a r p e r s ,  t h e  Z h e n ­

t a r im  t o o  a re  a w a r e  th a t th e  C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n  i s  o n  

th e  m o v e , a n d  t h e y  n e e d  to  k n o w  t h e  c u lt ’s  p la n s  s o  th e y  

c a n  p r e v e n t  t h e m  fr o m  in t e r fe r in g  w it h  t h e  Z h e n t a r im ’s  

o w n  p la n s , p lu s  p e r h a p s  ta k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  t h e  p lu n d e r  

p o s s ib i l i t ie s .

T h a t ’s  w h y  G le a m s i lv e r  j o i n s  t h e  c a r a v a n . T h e  B la c k  

N e t w o r k ’s  s p i e s  l e a r n e d  th a t t h e  c u lt  is  m o v in g  fre ig h t  

n o r t h w a r d , a n d , l ik e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  s h e  w a s  t a s k e d  

w it h  f in d in g  o u t w h a t  t h e y ’r e  h a u l in g  a n d  w h e r e  it ’s  

h e a d e d . T h o s e  a b o v e  h e r  s e r i o u s l y  c o n s id e r e d  w ip in g  

o u t t h e  c a r a v a n  w it h  m e r c e n a r ie s  d is g u is e d  a s  b a n d its ,  

r a n s a c k in g  th e  w a g o n s , a n d  t o r t u r in g  c u lt  m e m b e r s  fo r  

t h e  d e s i r e d  in fo r m a t io n . F o r t u n a t e ly  fo r  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  

G le a m s i lv e r  p e r s u a d e d  h e r  s u p e r io r s  t o  g iv e  h e r  a  s h o t  

at u n c o v e r in g  th e  tr u t h  in  a  l e s s  b l o o d y  fa s h io n . I f  s h e  

h a s n ’t c o m e  u p  w it h  s o m e t h in g  u s e fu l  b y  t h e  t im e  th e  

c a r a v a n  r e a c h e s  W a t e r d e e p , s h e  w i l l  p u t  p la n  B — th e  

o n e  in v o lv in g  m a s s  m u r d e r — in t o  a c t io n .

D e s p it e  t h e  v a s t  g u l f  b e t w e e n  t h e ir  o u t l o o k s ,  t h e  B la c k  

N e t w o r k  a n d  th e  H a r p e r s  h a v e  a  c o m m o n  e n e m y , a n d  

th a t is  p u s h in g  t h e m  in t o  a n  u n l ik e ly  a l l ia n c e .  G le a m ­

s i lv e r  is  t h e  a n t ith e s is  o f  a  h e r o — s h e  is  s e l f -s e r v in g , a 

s k i l le d  t h ie f  a n d  lia r, a n d  w il l in g  t o  m u r d e r  a n y o n e  w h o  

s t a n d s  b e t w e e n  h e r  a n d  h e r  g o a l.

O t h e r  N o n p l a y e r  C h a r a c t e r s

T h is  l is t  o f  t w e n t y  N P C s  is  p r o v id e d  f o r  w h e n  y o u  n e e d  

o n e  q u ick ly . Y o u  c a n , o f  c o u r s e ,  c h a n g e  a n y  d e t a i ls  a b o u t  

t h e m  th a t y o u  w is h . U s e  t h e m  t o  f le s h  o u t  th e  c a ra v a n , 

t o  s p i c e  u p  th e  jo u r n e y , t o  h e lp  b r in g  t h e  t r ip  t o  li fe ,  a n d

A ll  h ir e s  a r e  fo r  t h e  j o u r n e y  t o  W a t e r d e e p . S e r g e a n t s  

a r e  e x p e c t e d  t o  m a n a g e  t w o  t o  f iv e  o t h e r  g u a r d s .  B o d y ­

g u a r d s  a r e  e x p e c t e d  to  s t ic k  c l o s e  t o  th e ir  e m p lo y e r  a n d  

p r o t e c t  h im  o r  h e r  a g a in s t  h a r m .

F e l l o w  T r a v e l e r s

D u r in g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  th is  jo u r n e y , th e  c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  

o p p o r t u n it i e s  to  m e e t  a  r a n g e  o f  p e o p le  f r o m  a c r o s s  

F a e r u n . M e r c h a n t s ,  m e r c e n a r ie s ,  p i lg r im s , s c h o la r s ,  

t h ie v e s ,  a n d  e x p lo r e r s  a ll m in g le  o n  th e  g r e a t  T ra d e  W ay .

K e y  N o n p l a y e r  C h a r a c t e r s

T w o  N P C s  w h o  jo i n  th e  c a ra v a n  p a r tw a y  t h r o u g h  th e  tr ip  

a r e  e s p e c ia l ly  im p o r ta n t :  A z b a r a  J o s  a n d  J a m n a  G le a m s il -  

ver. B o t h  jo i n  th e  ca ra v a n  at D a g g e r fo r d , a b o u t  1 2 0  m ile s  

s o u t h  o f  W a t e r d e e p  a n d  th e  la s t  p la c e  w h e r e  t h e  ca ra v a n  

t a k e s  a  d a y - lo n g  re s t . T h e y  a re  n o t  tr a v e l in g  t o g e t h e r ; 

b e in g  in  D a g g e r fo r d  at th e  s a m e  t im e  is  c o in c id e n ta l .

H ir in g  O u t

d20 Result

0 - 5 N o  o n e  is i n t e r es t e d  in  h i r i n g  t h e  ch a r a c t e r ,  b u t  

h e o r  sh e  can  t a g  a l o n g  as a t r av e le r .  G u a r d s  

so m e t i m e s  q u i t  o r  d i e  o n  t h e  r o ad ,  an d  a 

r e p l a c e m e n t  h as a c h a n c e  t o  f i n d  e m p lo y m e n t .

6-10 H i r e d  as a b as i c  g u ar d  f o r  5 g p  p e r  t en d ay ,  p l u s 

f o o d  an d  l i v i n g  ex p e n se s  o n  t h e  r o ad .

11- 15 H i r e d  as a se r g e an t  f o r  8 g p  p e r  t en d ay ,  p l u s f o o d  

an d  l i v i n g  ex p en ses  o n  t h e  r o ad .

16+ H i r e d  as a b o d y g u ar d  f o r  t h e  m e r c h a n t  a t  10 g p  p er  

t en d ay ,  p l u s f o o d  an d  l i v i n g  ex p en ses  o n  t h e  r o ad .



t o  g iv e  c h a r a c t e r s  p e o p le  t o  l ik e  a n d  p r o t e c t ,  o r  d is l ik e  

a n d  q u a r r e l  w it h , a lo n g  th e  w a y .

Achreny Ulyeltin (Male Human Merchant). U ly e lt in  

is  a n  in d e p e n d e n t  w a g o n  m a s t e r  w it h  t w o  w a g o n s  in  

t h is  c a r a v a n . B o t h  a r e  h a u l in g  c u r e d  fu r s  a n d  u n c u r e d  

h id e s .  H e  is  a  b o o r i s h  m a n  w it h o u t  a  t r a c e  o f  c iv i l iz a t io n  

a b o u t  h im . H e ’s  n o t  u n fr ie n d ly —ju s t  s m e lly ,  v u lg a r , a n d  

u tte r ly  w it h o u t  m a n n e r s .  H is  s e c o n d  w a g o n  d r iv e r  a n d  

t w o  la b o r e r s ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , a re  p e r fe c t ly  p le a s a n t .

Aldor Urnpoleshurst (Male Human Lawyer). A  

la w y e r  b y  t r a in in g  b u t  a  s k u n k  b y  in c lin a t io n , U r n p o le ­

s h u r s t  is  r e lo c a t i n g  fr o m  B a ld u r ’s  G a te  t o  a n y w h e r e  th a t 

is n ’t B a ld u r ’s  G a te . G o s s ip  a r o u n d  th e  c a r a v a n  is  th a t 

h e  w a s  d r iv e n  o u t  b y  a  s c a n d a l ,  a n d  t h a t ’s  h a r d  n o t  to  

b e l ie v e .  H e  is  s u s p ic io u s  o f  e v e r y o n e  a n d  m a k e s  o u tr a ­

g e o u s  a c c u s a t i o n s  at t h e  d r o p  o f  a  h at.

Beyd Sechepol (Male Half-Elf Merchant). A le  a n d  

b e e r  a r e  s o  c o m m o n  th a t n o t  m u c h  m o n e y  c a n  b e  

m a d e  h a u lin g  t h e m  lo n g  d is t a n c e s .  B u t  t h a t ’s  w h a t  fills  

S e c h e p o l ’s  w a g o n . H e  w i l l  m a k e  h is  m o n e y  o n  t h e  r o a d , 

s e l l in g  h is  s t o c k  t o  h is  fe l l o w  t r a v e le r s  in  t h e  c a ra v a n .

H e  is  d ip lo m a t ic  a n d  h a s  a  g i ft  f o r  d e f u s in g  a r g u m e n t s  

to  e v e r y o n e ’s  s a t is fa c t io n  b e fo r e  t h e y  e s c a la t e  to  v i o ­

le n c e ,  b u t  h e  is  c a r e l e s s  a b o u t  g e a r  a n d  h o r s e s — a fa u lt 

th a t c a n  c a u s e  f r ic t i o n  w it h  t h o s e  w h o  h a te  t o  s e e  a 

h o r s e  m is t r e a t e d  t h r o u g h  t h o u g h t le s s n e s s .

Edhelri Lewel (Female Moon Elf Merchant). L e w e l ’s  

w a g o n  is  lo a d e d  w it h  e x o t ic  w o o d  f r o m  th e  J u n g le  o f  

C h u lt  fo r  th e  m a s t e r  c a r p e n t e r s  a n d  c a b in e t m a k e r s  o f  

W a t e r d e e p  to  t u rn  in t o  e x q u is ite  fu r n itu r e .  S h e  is  th e  

e x a c t  o p p o s it e  o f  B e y d  S e c h e p o l  in  t e m p e r a m e n t : im p a ­

tien t w it h  p e o p le  b u t  e x a c t in g  a b o u t  h e r  w a g o n  a n d  

d o t in g  o n  h e r  a n im a ls .

Eldkin Agetul (Female Shield Dwarf Guard).

A g e t u l  h a s  m a d e  t h is  tr ip  s e v e r a l  t im e s  b e f o r e  a n d  

n e v e r  h e s it a te s  to  w a v e  th a t e x p e r ie n c e  in  o t h e r s ’ 

fa c e s .  S h e  is  a  p e r f e c t io n is t ,  a n d  s h e  w a n t s  

o t h e r s  t o  k n o w  it.

Enom Tobun (Male Lightfoot Hal­

fling Teamster). T o b u n  h a s  d r iv e n  

fre ig h t  w a g o n s  a c r o s s  F a e r u n  f o r  th e  

p a s t  f o r t y  y e a r s ,  f r o m  W a t e r d e e p  to  

C a l im p o r t  a n d  f r o m  B a ld u r ’s  G a te  

to  H ills fa r . H e  is  a  fo n t  o f  s t o r ie s  

a n d  le g e n d s , b u t i t ’s  im p o s s ib le  

t o  te ll th e  tr u th  f r o m  f ic t io n  in  

h is  t a le s . I f  a n y o n e  c h a l le n g e s  

h im  o n  t h e  tr u th  o f  a  s to ry , h e  

g r o w s  a r g u m e n ta t iv e , th e n  

s u l le n  a n d  v e n g e fu l .  A s  

l o n g  a s  a  tr a v e le r  s ta y s  

o n  h is  g o o d  s id e ,  T o b u n  

is  a  w o n d e r f u l  t r a v e l in g  

c o m p a n io n .

Green Imsa (Female 

Human Traveler).

T h e  r e a s o n  

b e h in d  I m s a ’s  

n a m e  is  o b v io u s :  

s h e  is  g re e n

fr o m  h e a d  to  fo o t .  H e r  sk in , h a ir, e y e s , n a i ls , te e th — e v e r y ­

th in g  a b o u t  h e r  is  g r e e n . S h e  r e a d ily  a d m its  th a t s h e  is  

t r a v e l in g  to  W a t e r d e e p  in  s e a r c h  o f  a  r e m e d y  fo r  h e r  

c o n d it io n . T h e  c o lo r a t io n  d o e s n ’t s e e m  to  b o t h e r  h er, b u t 

s h e  b e c o m e s  f lu s te re d  i f  a n y o n e  a s k s  h o w  s h e  c a m e  to  b e  

th is  w a y . S h e  is  fr ie n d ly , i f  s o m e w h a t  q u ie t , a s  lo n g  a s  th e  

c o n v e r s a t io n  s ta y s  a w a y  fr o m  h e r  p a st.

Lai Angesstun (Male Gold Dwarf Merchant). T h is  

a m b it io u s  m e r c h a n t  is  h a u l in g  s c e n t e d  c o o k i n g  o i l  a n d  

p e r f u m e s  f r o m  A m n , h o p in g  to  m a k e  a  h u g e  p r o f it  f r o m  

th e  a r is t o c r a t s  a n d  d a n d ie s  o f  W a t e r d e e p . H e  ta lk s  

a b o u t  m o n e y  c o n s t a n t ly :  h o w  m u c h  h e  in t e n d s  to  m a k e , 

h o w  h e  w i l l  s p e n d  it, a n d  h o w  o t h e r s  w i l l  e n v y  h im  f o r  it. 

H e  w il l  n o t  s p e n d  a  s in g le  c o p p e r  b u y in g  a n y o n e  e l s e  a 

d r in k  o r  a  r o a s t e d  t u r n ip  d u r in g  th e  e n t ir e  tr ip .

Lasfelro the Silent (Male Human Merchant). F r o m  

t im e  t o  t im e , L a s fe lr o  i n e x p l ic a b ly  b r e a k s  in to  m e r r y  

s o n g s  a n d  s h o r t  s t r e t c h e s  o f  jo k e -t e l l in g . H is  v o i c e  is  a 

f in e  t e n o r  a n d  h is  j o k e s  a re  h i la r io u s .  B u t t h e s e  g r e g a r ­

io u s  m o o d s  a re  a lw a y s  s h o r t .  T h e  r e s t  o f  th e  t im e , h e  is  

s ile n t  a s  th e  g ra v e , s t a r in g  s u lle n ly  at th e  r o a d  a h e a d , 

b a r e ly  m o v in g  o n  t h e  s e a t  o f  h is  w a g o n , s e e m in g  h a r d ly  

to  b r e a th e . N o  o n e  k n o w s  w h a t  h e  t r a n s p o r t s  in  h is  

w a g o n , b u t  it is  g u a r d e d  b y  a  b r o o d in g  g a r g o y le  th a t is  

t e th e r e d  t o  th e  w a g o n  b y  a  s l im , s ilv e r  c h a in .

Leda Widris (Female Human Guard). W id r is  is  a s  

h o n e s t  a n d  c o u r a g e o u s  a s  m e r c e n a r ie s  c o m e . S h e  h a s

s p e n t  m a n y  y e a r s  in  th e  s o u t h  a n d  n o w  w a n ts  

to  s e e  th e  s n o w s  a n d  f r o z e n  s e a s  o f  th e  fa r  

n o rth  a n d  e x p e r ie n c e  w h a t  a  tru ly  c o ld  

w i n d  fe e ls  lik e .

Losvius Longnose (Male 

Lightfoot Halfling Teamster). 

A lt h o u g h  L o s v iu s ’s  n o s e  is  r e s p e c t ­

a b ly  la r g e , e v e n  fo r  a h a l flin g , th e  

a p p e l la t io n  L o n g n o s e  w a s  h u n g  

o n  h im  fo r  a d if fe r e n t  r e a s o n : 

h e  is  c u r io u s  a b o u t  e v e ry ­

th in g , in c lu d in g  o t h e r  

p e o p le ’s  b u s in e s s ,  a n d  

e s p e c ia l ly  o t h e r  p e o p le ’s  

e m b a r r a s s in g  s e c r e t s .  L o s ­

v iu s  d o e s n ’t p o k e  h is  n o s e  w h e r e  

it ’s  n o t  w a n t e d  in  a  s e a r c h  fo r  

b la c k m a il  m a te r ia l . H e  is  ju s t  o v e r -  

p o w e r in g l y  c u r io u s  a b o u t  w h a t  o t h e r  

p e o p le  d o n ’t t a lk  a b o u t . I f  h e  is  a lo n g , 

t h e r e ’s  a  g o o d  c h a n c e  o n e  o r  m o r e  o f  th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  w il l  f in d  h im  n o s in g  t h r o u g h  

th e ir  b e lo n g i n g s  w h e n  h e  th o u g h t  t h e ir  

b a c k s  w e r e  t u rn e d .

Noohar Serelim (Male Moon Elf 

Merchant). N o o h a r  a n d  h is  m u te

b r o th e r ,  S e l v e k , a re  h a u l in g  e x q u is it e  

w o o d e n  c a r v in g s  m a d e  b y  th e  e lv e s  

o f  C o r m y r . W h e r e  h is  b r o t h e r  

c o m m u n ic a t e s  o n ly  t h r o u g h  

s ig n  la n g u a g e , N o o h a r  m a y  

b e  t h e  m o s t  a r t ic u la t e  p e r s o n  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  e v e r  m e t . 

S p e e c h  s p r in g s  f r o m  h im  l ik e  

m u s ic  f r o m  t h e  h a r p  o f  M il il .



T h e  fa c t  th a t h e  s e ld o m  h a s  a n y th in g  t o  s a y  n e v e r  s e e m s  

t o  s t o p  h im  fr o m  t a lk in g  o r  o t h e r s  f r o m  l is te n in g .

Nyerhite Verther (Male Human Merchant). A  lo a d  o f  

C a l is h it e  s i l k  w i l l  m a k e  N y e r h ite  V e r t h e r  a  r i c h  m a n  in  

W a t e r d e e p , o r  s o  h e  b e l i e v e s .  S a d ly ,  h e  d id  n o t  in s p e c t  

h is  s i lk  c a r e f u l l y  w h e n  h e  b o u g h t  it, a n d  it ’s  in fe s t e d  

w it h  w o r m s . I f  a n y o n e  s p o t s  t h e m  a n d  p o in t s  t h e m  o u t  

to  V e r t h e r  d u r in g  t h e  tr ip , h e  b e c o m e s  u n h in g e d  in  h is  

a n g e r  a n d  g r ie f .

Orvustia Esseren (Female Human Guard). E s s e r e n  

g r e w  u p  in  th e  fa r m la n d  o u t s id e  B a ld u r ’s  G a te , a n d  t h is  is  

h e r  first tr ip  m o r e  th a n  t w o  m i le s  a w a y  fr o m  h o m e . S h e  is  

s m a r t , t o u g h , a n d  ta le n te d  w it h  b o t h  s p e a r  a n d  b o w , b u t  

s h e  k n o w s  n o t h in g  o f  th e  w o r ld  b e y o n d  h e r  a u n t ’s  fa r m  o r  

o f  p e o p le  w h o  d e a l d is h o n e s t ly .  H e r  au n t, a  w is e  w o m a n , 

b e l ie v e s  t h is  tr ip  w il l  b e  g o o d  fo r  h er.

Oyn Evenmor (Male Human Merchant). E v e n m o r  

is  a n  in d e p e n d e n t  w a g o n  m a s t e r  h a u l in g  e x o t i c  b ir d s  to  

t h e  lu c ra t iv e  m a r k e t s  in  W a t e r d e e p . H e  is  a  s t u b b o r n , 

a r g u m e n ta t iv e  m a n  w it h  s t r o n g  o p in io n s  a b o u t  a lm o s t  

e v e r y th in g , b u t  h e  is  g e n e r o u s  w h e n  it c o m e s  t o  p o u r ­

in g  d r in k s  fo r  t h o s e  w h o  w il l  s it  a n d  a r g u e  w it h  h im  

e n d le s s ly .

Radecere Perethun (Male Rock Gnome Traveler).

N o  o n e  k n o w s  w h e r e  P e r e t h u n  is  u lt im a te ly  h e a d e d  o r  

w h y . H e  e a t s  a lo n e , s e ld o m  s p e a k s ,  a n d  a lw a y s  r id e s  in  

th e  b a c k  o f  t h e  w a g o n , s t a r in g  w is t fu l ly  at t h e  r o a d  g o n e  

by . T h e  o n ly  t h in g  th a t b r in g s  h im  o u t  o f  t h is  s h e l l  is  a 

g a m e  o f  c h a n c e . H e  g a m b le s  b o i s t e r o u s ly  a n d  w e l l.

Samardag the Hoper (Male Human Merchant). 

P e r h a p s  s o m e o n e  w h o  h a u ls  c r a t e s  o f  e x p e n s iv e ,  f r a g i le  

p o r c e la in  in  a  b o u n c in g ,  ja r r in g  w a g o n  a lo n g  th e  T r a d e  

W a y  m u s t  b e  a  b o r n  o p t im is t .  In  S a m a r d a g ’s  w o r ld ,  

th e  s k y  is  a lw a y s  b lu e ,  t h e  w e a t h e r  is  a lw a y s  f in e , a n d  

th e  o u t l o o k  fo r  t o m o r r o w  is  a lw a y s  b r ig h t . O d d s  a re  h e  

w o u ld  b e  a  w e a lt h y  m a n  i f  h e  h u n g  o n t o  h is  m o n e y , b u t 

h e  is  a  s o f t  t o u c h  f o r  e v e r y  u r c h in  a n d  h a r d - lu c k  s t o r y  

th a t c r o s s e s  h is  p a th .

Sulesdeg the Pole (Male Human Guard). A m o n g  h is  

t r ib e  in  h is  h o m e la n d  o f  th e  S h a a r ,  S u le s d e g ’s  n a m e  

m e a n s  “ t a ll  a s  a  l o d g e  p o le .”  O n  t h e  S w o r d  C o a s t ,  h e  is  

ju s t  k n o w n  a s  “ th e  P o le .”  A t  7 fe e t  5  in c h e s  in  h e ig h t , h e  

p r o b a b ly  is  t h e  ta l le s t  h u m a n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  o r  a n y o n e  

e l s e  in  th e  c a r a v a n  h a s  e v e r  s e e n . H e  d o e s n ’t t a lk  m u ch , 

b u t  w h e n  h e  d o e s ,  p e o p l e  g e n e r a l ly  l is te n .

Tyjit Skesh (Female Shield Dwarf Guard). It w o n ’t 

t a k e  lo n g  b e fo r e  e v e r y o n e  in  t h e  c a r a v a n  k n o w s  t o  s te e r  

c l e a r  o f  T y jit  S k e s h . S h e  is  q u i c k  to  a n g e r  a n d  q u ic k e r  to  

r e s o r t  to  h e r  b la d e s  w h e n  s o m e t h in g  s e t s  h e r  o ff. S h e  is  

h o n e s t  t o  a  fa u lt  a n d  n e v e r  fa i ls  t o  le t  p e o p le  k n o w  w h y  

s h e  w a s  a n g ry , s o  t h e y  c a n  c o r r e c t  t h e ir  b e h a v io r  in  th e  

fu t u r e .  S h e  w il l  n o t  t o le r a t e  b u l ly in g .

Werond Torohar (Female Human Teamster). Q u ie t , 

u n a s s u m in g  W e r o n d  T o r o h a r  c a n  h a n d le  a  t e a m  o f  

h o r s e s  o r  m u le s  b e t t e r  t h a n  a n y o n e  o n  th e  T r a d e  W a y . 

S h e  h a s  a n  u n c a n n y  k n a c k  fo r  m a k in g  a n im a ls  u n d e r ­

s t a n d  w h a t  s h e  w a n t s  f r o m  t h e m  w it h  o n ly  a  t w it c h  o n  

t h e  r e in s ,  a  w h is t le ,  a n d  a  s n a p  o f  h e r  w h ip . M u d , s t o n e s ,  

a n d  i c e  s e e m  to  n o t  b e  o b s t a c le s  at a ll w h e n  T o r o h a r  

is  h a n d l in g  t h e  te a m . S h e  is  a  s t a r r y -e y e d  r o m a n t ic  at 

h e a r t ,  a n d  s h e  c a n  b r in g  s t r o n g  m e n  to  t e a r s  w it h  h e r  

t a le s  o f  lo n g -a g o  l o s t  l o v e s  a n d  t h w a r t e d  p a s s io n .

L i f e  o n  t h e  R o a d

T h e  s t r e t c h  o f  r o a d  f r o m  B a ld u r ’s  G a te  t o  W a t e r d e e p  

is  a  j o u r n e y  o f  7 5 0  m i le s .  H o r s e -d r a w n  o r  m u le -d r a w n  

fr e ig h t  w a g o n s  c o v e r  15  m i le s  p e r  day, d e p e n d in g  o n  

c o n d it io n s .  T h e  a n im a ls  n e e d  o n e  d a y  o f f  a ft e r  e v e r y  s ix  

d a y s  o f  h a u l in g  to  r e c o v e r  f r o m  t h e ir  w o r k .  A l l  t h in g s  

c o n s id e r e d , th e  t r ip  is  e x p e c t e d  t o  ta k e  t w o  m o n t h s .

T h e  c a r a v a n  le a v in g  B a ld u r ’s  G a te  c o n t a in s  th e  t h r e e  

w a g o n s  o f  th e  C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n  p lu s  2 d 4  m o r e . N o t  a ll 

t r a v e le rs  a re  m e r c h a n t s .  A  w a g o n  m ig h t  c a r r y  a fa m ily  

r e l o c a t i n g  t o  th e  n o r t h  o r  a  d ip lo m a t  o n  a  m is s i o n  to  

W a t e r d e e p . P e o p le  a n d  w a g o n s  jo i n  t h e  c a r a v a n  a lo n g  

t h e  w a y , a n d  o t h e r s  le a v e  a c c o r d in g  to  t h e  d ic t a t e s  o f  

b u s in e s s  a n d  fo r t u n e . S o m e  t r a v e le rs  r id e  h o r s e s ,  s o m e  

w a lk  b e s id e  t h e  w a g o n s , a n d  s o m e  p a y  t h e  m e r c h a n t s  to  

r id e  a b o a r d  t h e ir  w a g o n s . O n  s e v e r a l  o c c a s i o n s ,  c h a r a c ­

t e r s  n o t i c e  t h e  c u lt  t e a m s t e r s  t u r n in g  a w a y  p a s s e n g e r s  

e v e n  t h o u g h  th e y  h a v e  s p a r e  r o o m  o n  t h e ir  w a g o n s .

N o t h in g  id e n t i f ie s  t h e  c u l t ’s  w a g o n s  a s  a n y t h in g  b u t 

t y p ic a l  m e r c h a n t s  h a u l in g  n o r t h b o u n d  fre ig h t .  T h e y  

d o n ’t b u n c h  u p  d u r in g  t h e  d a y  o r  c a m p  t o g e t h e r  at n ig h t . 

A s  fa r  a s  a n y o n e  e l s e  k n o w s , th e ir  o n ly  c o n n e c t i o n  is  

th a t t h e y ’r e  p a r t  o f  t h is  c a r a v a n .

R e z m ir  a n d  e ig h t  o f  h e r  g u a r d s  le a v e  B a ld u r ’s G a te  

s e c r e t l y  a h e a d  o f  th e  c a r a v a n  a n d  r id e  n o r t h  at a  fa s t  

c l ip .  T h e y  a r e  h e a d e d  f o r  C a s t le  N a e r y t a r  in  t h e  M e r e  

o f  D e a d  M e n  a n d  w o n ’t b e  s e e n  a g a in  u n til  e p is o d e  6 . 

S h e  le a v e s  t w e lv e  guards b e h in d . O n e  t r a v e ls  w it h  e a c h  

w a g o n , a c t i n g  a s  a  g u a r d  a n d  a s s is t a n t  to  t h e  t e a m s te r . 

T h e  o t h e r  n in e  a re  c l o a k e d  a s  p r iv a te  t r a v e le rs  in  t w o  

d is t in c t  g r o u p s , s e e k in g  c o m p a n y  a n d  p r o t e c t io n  in  th e  

c a r a v a n  f o r  t h e ir  jo u r n e y .

T h e  w a g o n s  tr a v e l  fo r  a b o u t  e ig h t  h o u r s  p e r  d ay, w it h  

a  f e w  s t o p s  t o  fe e d  a n d  w a t e r  t h e  h o r s e s  a n d  m u le s .  

M a n y  n ig h t s  a r e  s p e n t  c a m p in g  a lo n g  t h e  r o a d . M o s t  

s m a ll  t o w n s  h a v e  r o a d s i d e  in n s  i f  t r a v e le rs  w a n t  m o r e  

c o m fo r t ,  a n d  w a ll e d  h o s t e lr ie s  c a t e r in g  t o  w a g o n  c a r a ­

v a n s  a re  s p r e a d  a f e w  d a y s  a p a rt . A n im a ls  a n d  tr a v e le rs  

c a n  r e s t  c o m fo r t a b ly  at t h e s e  w a l le d  c o m p o u n d s  w h ile  

w a g o n s  a re  s a f e ly  l o c k e d  in s id e .  T h e  m a p  fo r  e p is o d e  5 

s h o w s  a  s t r u c t u r e  th a t o n c e  s e r v e d  th a t p u r p o s e .  It c a n  

b e  u s e d  a s  t h e  m o d e l  f o r  a  t y p ic a l  h o s t e l r y  i f  n e e d e d .

T h e  m o s t  d i fficu lt  p a r t  o f  t h e  j o u r n e y  is  n e a r  t h e  b e g in ­

n in g . A  f e w  d a y s ’ tr a v e l  n o r t h  o f  B a ld u r ’s  G a te  b r in g s  t h e  

c a ra v a n  in to  a  c o u n t r y s id e  k n o w n  a s  t h e  F ie ld s  o f  th e  

D e a d . T h e  r o a d  t w is t s  a n d  w a n d e r s  t h r o u g h  h il ls  d o t t e d  

w it h  a n c ie n t  b a t t le f ie ld s , d o lm e n s , a n d  b a r r o w  m o u n d s . 

C o m m o n  w i s d o m  h o ld s  th a t i t ’s  a  v e r y  b a d  id e a  t o  l ig h t  

a  f ir e  o n  a  h il lt o p  at n ig h t  in  t h e  F ie ld s  o f  th e  D e a d , 

b e c a u s e  t h e  lig h t  a ttr a c ts  m o n s t e r s  f r o m  m ile s  a r o u n d . 

C r o s s in g  t h is  t e r r it o ry  t a k e s  s e v e r a l  d a y s , d u r in g  w h ic h  

e v e r y o n e  w il l  b e  e d g y  a n d  o n  w a tc h .

R a n d o m  R o a d  E v e n t s

T h e  jo u r n e y  n o r t h  la s t s  a b o u t  fo r t y  d a y s , a n d  m o s t  tra v ­

e le r s  h o p e  t h e s e  d a y s  a re  m o n o t o n o u s  a n d  u n e v e n t fu l . 

T h is  b e in g  F a e r u n , t h a t ’s  n e v e r  t h e  c a s e .

M a n y  d a y s  p a s s  w it h  n o  e x c ite m e n t ,  b u t  o t h e r s  s e e  

m o n s t e r  a t ta c k s ,  s t r a n g e  in c id e n t s ,  e x c it e m e n t  at r o a d ­

s id e  s t o p s ,  m e e t in g s  w i t h  N P C s ,  a n d  t h e  e v e r -p r e s e n t  

q u e s t io n  o f  w h e r e  t h e  c u l t ’s  w a g o n s  a r e  h e a d e d . Y o u  c a n



p a c e  t h e s e  e v e n ts  h o w e v e r  y o u  l ik e . U s e  a  fe w , u s e  t h e m  

a ll, o r  m a k e  u p  m o r e  o f  y o u r  o w n .

O n  a  t r ip  o f  th is  le n g th , c h e c k in g  fo r  r a n d o m  e v e n ts  

e v e r y  h o u r  is  e x c e s s iv e .  T h e  T r a d e  W a y  s e e s  a  lo t  o f  tra v ­

e le r s  a n d  it is  r e la t iv e ly  ( i f  n o t  e n t ire ly )  s a fe .  C h e c k  fo r  a  

r a n d o m  e v e n t  e a c h  d a y  b y  r o l l in g  a  d 2 0 . O n  a  r o l l  o f  16 

o r  h ig h e r ,  o n e  o r  m o r e  e v e n ts  o c c u r  a s  in d i c a t e d  b e lo w :

• 16 m e a n s  a n  e v e n t  o c c u r s  in  t h e  m o r n in g

• 17 m e a n s  a n  e v e n t  o c c u r s  d u r in g  th e  f ir s t  r e s t  s to p

• 1 8  m e a n s  a n  e v e n t  o c c u r s  in  t h e  a f t e r n o o n

• 1 9  m e a n s  a n  e v e n t  o c c u r s  in  t h e  e v e n in g  o r  n ig h t

• 2 0  m e a n s  o n e  e v e n t  o c c u r s  in  t h e  m o r n in g  a n d  

a n o t h e r  d u r in g  a f t e r n o o n  o r  n ig h t

W h e n  a n  e v e n t  o c c u r s ,  s e le c t  o n e  th a t s e e m s  a p p r o p r i ­

a te  t o  th e  lo c a t io n , th e  t im in g , a n d  t h e  b a c k s t o r y  th a t th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  t h u s  far, o r  y o u  c a n  r o l l  a  d 1 2 t o  s e le c t  

o n e  r a n d o m ly . Y o u  c a n  s u b s t it u t e  a  r a n d o m  b a n d it  (d a y ­

t im e )  o r  m o n s t e r  (n ig h tt im e )  a tt a c k  fo r  a n y  o t h e r  e v e n t  i f  

a  d o s e  o f  in s ta n t  a c t io n  is  n e e d e d .

E x p e r i e n c e  p o in t  a w a r d s  fo r  t h e s e  e v e n t s  a r e  u p  to  

y o u . W e  r e c o m m e n d  3 0 0  X P  p e r  c h a r a c t e r  fo r  e a c h  

s it u a t io n  th e  h e r o e s  r e s o lv e  s u c c e s s fu l ly .  Id e a lly , t h e  

c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  t h e  c h a n c e  t o  c o m p le t e  e ig h t  o r  n in e  o f  

t h e s e  e v e n ts . I f  y o u  u s e  t h e  m i le s t o n e  e x p e r i e n c e  ru le ,  

th e  c h a r a c t e r s  r e a c h  5 th  le v e l at t h e  e n d  o f  t h is  jo u r n e y .

T r a d e  W a y  Ev e n t s

d12 Event

1 A d v e n t u r i n g  Li f e

2 A n i m a l  A b u se

3 Ba n e  o f  t h e  M o u n t a i n s

4 C o n t r a b a n d

5 Ev e r y t h i n g  H a s  a Pr i ce

6 Fu n g u s  H u m o n g o u s

7 T h e  G o l d e n  H in d

8 H ig h  H o l y  D ay

9 N o  Ro o m  at  t h e  In n

10 Ro ad s i d e  H o s p i t a l i t y

11 Sp id e r  W o o d s

12 St r a n d e d

A d v e n t u r i n g  L i f e

A n o t h e r  g r o u p  o f  a d v e n tu r e r s  j o i n s  t h e  c a r a v a n  o r  

is  s t a y in g  at t h e  s a m e  r o a d s i d e  in n . J u d g in g  b y  th e ir  

b o a s t in g , t h e y  h a v e  b e s t e d  s o m e  o f  t h e  m o s t  f e r o c io u s  

m o n s t e r s  a n d  f o e s  F a e r u n  h a s  t o  o f fe r . T h e y  l o o k  p r o s ­

p e r o u s , t h e y ’re  f i l le d  w it h  e x c it in g  t a le s ,  a n d  t h e y  s tr ik e  

u p  a  b o n d  w it h  a  m e r c h a n t  w h o  e m p lo y s  o n e  o r  m o r e  

o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s .  T h e  n e x t  m o r n in g , th a t m e r c h a n t  

in f o r m s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  th a t t h e ir  s e r v i c e s  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  

n e e d e d  b e c a u s e  h e  h a s  h ir e d  m o r e  e x p e r ie n c e d  g u a r d s .

T h e  n e w c o m e r s  a r e  a  t r o o p  o f  a c t o r s  t r y in g  to  p a y  

th e ir  w a y  t o  t h e  n e x t  t o w n . T h e y  a r e  g a m b li n g  th a t n o  

d a n g e r  w i l l  a r is e  th a t n e e d s  t h e m  t o  s t e p  u p  a n d  fig h t. 

W h e n  it d o e s  (a s  it s u r e ly  w ill ) ,  it b e c o m e s  p a in fu l ly  

o b v io u s  th a t n o t  o n e  w a r r io r  o r  w iz a r d  is  a m o n g  t h e m ; 

t h e y  a r e  fiv e  h u m a n  c o m m o n e r s  w it h  c h a r i s m a  to  

b u r n  a n d  s h in y  s t a g e  p r o p s  f o r  w e a p o n s  a n d  a r m o r . 

A ft e r  t h e y ’v e  b e e n  r e s c u e d  f r o m  d a n g e r , t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ’

f o r m e r  e m p lo y e r ,  n o w  s u ita b ly  c h a s t e n e d , is  w i l l in g  to  

h ir e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  b a c k  at s l ig h t ly  i n c r e a s e d  w a g e s .

A n i m a l  A b u s e

O n e  o f  th e  t r a v e le r s — a  n o b le — is  r e g u la r ly  s e e n  m i s ­

t r e a t in g  h is  h o r s e s .  H e  a l lo w s  t h e ir  c o l la r s  a n d  g ir th s  

t o  c h a fe  s o r e s  in  t h e ir  h id e ,  s k im p s  o n  t h e ir  fe e d ,  a n d  

w h ip s  t h e m  w h e n  t h e  a c h in g , h u n g r y  a n im a ls  d o n ’t p u l l  

h a r d  e n o u g h  o r  fa s t  e n o u g h  to  s u it  h im . I f  th e  c h a r a c ­

t e r s  s t il l h a v e  th e ir  h o r s e s ,  h e  a d m ir e s  t h e m  a n d  o f fe r s  

to  b u y  o n e  o r  m o r e  t o  r e p la c e  th e  “ u s e le s s  n a g s ” h e  is  

s t u c k  w ith . E v e n tu a lly , o n e  o f  h is  h o r s e s  w i l l  c o l la p s e  in  

its  h a r n e s s ,  a n d  h e  w il l  e i t h e r  b e a t  it t o  d e a t h  in  th e  r o a d  

o r  c u t  it l o o s e  a n d  le a v e  it t o  d ie , u n le s s  o n e  o r  m o r e  

c h a r a c t e r s  in t e r v e n e s .  H e  h a s  a  k n ig h t  a n d  a  m a g e  tra v ­

e l in g  w it h  h im  a s  b o d y g u a r d s .

B a n e  o f  t h e  M o u n t a i n s

H ig h  a b o v e , t w o  p e r y t o n s  a r e  w a t c h in g  th e  r o a d  fo r  

f r e s h  h e a r t s  t h e y  c a n  c o n s u m e  b e fo r e  la y in g  th e ir  

e g g s .  T h e y  c i r c le  a t a n  a lt i tu d e  w h e r e  t h e y  a re  e a s i ly  

m is t a k e n  f o r  e a g le s .  E a c h  c h a r a c t e r  c a n  m a k e  a  D C  15  

I n t e l l ig e n c e  (N a tu r e )  c h e c k  u p o n  s e e in g  t h e  c r e a t u r e s .  

S u c c e s s  m e a n s  t h e y  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  p e r y t o n s  fo r  w h a t  

t h e y  a r e  b e f o r e  th e  fir s t  d iv e  a tta c k . F a ilu re  m e a n s  th e  

c h a r a c t e r  is  s u r p r is e d .

C o n t r a b a n d

O n e  o f  th e  c u lt  w a g o n s  o v e r t u r n s  o n  a  d i fficu lt  c o r n e r  

o r  w h e n  a  w h e e l  b r e a k s  o n  a  r o c k . O f  th e  c r a t e s  th a t 

tu m b le  fr e e ,  o n e  s m a s h e s  o p e n , r e v e a l in g  d o z e n s  o f  

b e a u t i fu l  i t e m s  o f  j e w e l r y  w r a p p e d  in  w o o l  fo r  p r o t e c ­

t io n . T h is  is  a n  e x c e l le n t  o p p o r t u n it y  fo r  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  

to  s e e  s o m e  o f  th e  c o n t r a b a n d  a n d  e v e n  t o  g e t  f r ie n d ly  

w it h  t h e  c u lt is ts  b y  h e lp in g  t h e m  r e p a ir  t h e ir  w a g o n .

T h e  c u lt  m e m b e r s  a r e  a n g r y  th a t p e o p l e  s a w  th e  c o n ­

te n ts  o f  t h e ir  s p i l le d  c a r g o .  T h e i r  in s t r u c t io n s ,  d ir e c t  

f r o m  W y r m s p e a k e r  R e z m ir ,  w e r e  t o  k e e p  th e  m a te r ia l  

s e c u r e  a n d  s e c r e t .  W it n e s s e s  w h o  s h o w  m u c h  in t e r e s t  

in  t h e  j e w e l r y  o r  w h o  a s k  q u e s t i o n s  m ig h t  n e e d  to  b e  

s i le n c e d . N P C  w i t n e s s e s  c o u l d  d is a p p e a r  o v e r n ig h t  

o r  d ie  u n e x p e c t e d ly  f r o m  s u d d e n  i l ln e s s  (w h ic h  a  s u c ­

c e s s f u l  D C  10  W is d o m  [M e d ic in e ]  c h e c k  r e v e a ls  t o  b e  

p o is o n ) .  T h e  s a m e  a tt a c k s  c a n  b e  d ir e c t e d  a g a in s t  c h a r ­

a c t e r s  w h o  s h o w  t o o  m u c h  c u r io s ity .

E v e r y t h i n g  H a s  a  P r i c e

S o m e o n e  in  t h e  c a r a v a n  d e v e lo p s  a  f a n c y  fo r  a  t r e a s u r e d  

p o s s e s s i o n  th a t b e lo n g s  to  o n e  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s .  T h e  

N P C  t r ie s  to  b u y  it, b u t  t h e  o f fe r e d  p r i c e  is  lo w . T h e  N P C  

p e r s is t s  t h r o u g h  t h e  day, b e c o m i n g  m o r e  o b n o x io u s  

w it h o u t  g e tt in g  a n y  m o r e  g e n e r o u s .  U n le s s  t h e  c h a r ­

a c te r  t a k e s  s p e c ia l  p r e c a u t io n s ,  t h e  o b je c t  d is a p p e a r s  

o v e r n ig h t . I f  th e  c h a r a c t e r  a c c u s e s  th e  N P C  p u b l ic ly  th e  

fo l l o w in g  m o r n in g , t h e y  m a k e  a n  e n d u r in g  e n e m y ; th a t 

N P C  d o e s n ’t h a v e  t h e  i te m  a n d  is  i n c e n s e d  at t h e  a c c u ­

s a t io n . S o m e o n e  e l s e  w h o  w i t n e s s e d  t h e  c o n v e r s a t io n s  

t h e  d a y  b e f o r e  d e c id e d  t h e  o t h e r  N P C  p r o v id e d  p e r f e c t  

c o v e r  fo r  a  litt le  n ig h t t im e  t h ie v e r y  a n d  t o o k  th e  m is s in g  

i te m . T o  f in d  t h e  ite m , c h a r a c t e r s  n e e d  t o  s u r r e p t it io u s ly  

s e a r c h  p e o p l e ’s  b a g s  a n d  w a g o n s , s in c e  f e w  p e o p le  w il l



a g r e e  t o  h a v e  t h e ir  b e lo n g in g s  r i f le d  t h r o u g h  a s  i f  th e y  

w e r e  c o m m o n  t h ie v e s — e s p e c ia l l y  n o t  a  c o m m o n  th ie f.

F u n g u s  H u m o n g o u s

A ft e r  t w o  d a y s  a n d  n ig h t s  o f  ra in , l ig h tn in g , a n d  s t r a n g e  

w h is t l in g  s o u n d s  o n  t h e  w in d , c h a r a c t e r s  a w a k e n  to  

s e e  th a t th e  s u r r o u n d in g  c o u n t r y s id e  is  b la n k e t e d  w ith  

fu n g u s . It g r o w s  e v e r y w h e r e ,  in c lu d in g  o n  t h e  r o a d . 

W h e n  a n y o n e  s t e p s  o n  a  m u s h r o o m  ( it ’s  n e a r ly  i m p o s ­

s ib le  n o t  to ), it e m it s  a  p u f f  o f  b la c k  s p o r e s  a n d  a  m o a n  

o f  p a in . T h e s e  t in y  s h r ie k e r s  s p r o u t  f r o m  a n  im m e n s e  

m y c e l iu m  th a t  h a s  s p r e a d  b e n e a t h  th e  a r e a  f r o m  s h a l­

l o w  c a v e s .  T h e y  c a n  b e  id e n t if ie d  w it h  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  

1 5  I n t e l l ig e n c e  (N a tu r e ) c h e c k , b u t  i f  th e  r o l l  is  1 0 - 1 4 , 

th e  c h a r a c t e r  m i s id e n t i f ie s  t h e m  a n d  b e l i e v e s  t h e y  a re  

d e a d ly  p o i s o n o u s  ( th e y  a r e n ’t).

T h e  m e r c h a n t s  a r e  t e r r i f ie d  o f  t h e  t h in g s  a n d  r e fu s e  to  

d r iv e  t h r o u g h  t h e m , fe a r in g  th a t t h e y  m a y  b e  p o is o n o u s  

o r  w o r s e .  B e s i d e s  th a t, th e  s o u n d s  s p o o k  th e  a n im a ls  

a n d  m a k e  t h e m  im p o s s ib le  t o  c o n t r o l .

T h e  m u s h r o o m s  a re  g r o w in g  s o  fa s t  o n  t h e  ra in - 

s o a k e d  g r o u n d  th a t a  p e r s o n  c a n  a lm o s t  s e e  t h e m  

g e t t in g  b ig g e r . T h e y  w e r e  th e  s iz e  o f  c h a m p a g n e  c o r k s  

w h e n  fir s t  n o t i c e d ; w it h in  a n  h o u r , th e y  g r o w  s ix  in c h e s  

ta ll, a n d  a  f o o t  ta ll  a n  h o u r  la ter. T h e i r  g r o w t h  s lo w s  

d o w n  a ft e r  th a t, b u t  b y  th e n , m o s t  p e o p l e  in  t h e  c a r a v a n  

a r e  c e r t a in  th a t a ll  is  d o o m e d .

A n y o n e  c a n  l ite r a l ly  s w e e p  a p a th  t h r o u g h  th e  m u s h ­

r o o m s  w it h  a  h e a v y  b r o o m , a  s c y t h e , o r  a  t r e e  b r a n c h . 

T h e  n o is e  is  d is t r e s s in g . E v e r y o n e  in v o lv e d  in  th is  

p r o c e s s  m u s t m a k e  a  D C  10  C o n s t itu t io n  s a v in g  th ro w . 

F a ilu r e  m e a n s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  is  o v e r c o m e  w it h  f e e l in g s  o f  

g r ie f  a n d  r e m o r s e ,  s e e m in g ly  t r ig g e r e d  b y  h e a r in g  t h o u ­

s a n d s  o f  t in y  c r ie s  o f  p a in  a n d  d e a th  g r o a n s  b u t  w h ic h  is  

in  fa c t  th e  r e s u lt  o f  in h a l in g  m ild ly  t o x i c  s p o r e s  r e le a s e d  

b y  th e  im m a t u r e  fu n g i. A f fe c t e d  c h a r a c t e r s  b r e a k  d o w n  

a ft e r  1d 2 0  m in u t e s  a n d  s im p ly  c a n ’t f a c e  t h o s e  s o u n d s  

a n y m o r e . T h e y  h a v e  n ig h t m a r e s  fo r  d a y s  to  c o m e , u n til 

th e  t o x in  is  c o m p le t e ly  o u t  o f  th e ir  s y s te m . Y o u  c a n  

i m p o s e  e v e n  m o r e  l in g e r in g  r e s u lt s  i f  y o u  l ik e , s u c h  a s  a 

l i fe lo n g  a v e rs io n  to  e a t in g  m u s h r o o m s  o f  a n y  k in d .

P e o p le  c a n  c le a r  a  p a th  t h r o u g h  t h e  m u s h r o o m s  w ith  

s ix  m a n -h o u r s  o f  w o r k  (s ix  p e o p l e  c o u ld  d o  it in  o n e  

h o u r ,  o r  t h r e e  p e o p l e  c o u ld  d o  it in  t w o  h o u r s ).

T h e  G o l d e n  S t a g

O n  a  b e a u t i fu l , s u n n y  a f t e r n o o n , a  h e r d  o f  deer is  s p o t ­

t e d  g r a z in g  o n  a  n e a r b y  h il l. T h e  t r a v e le rs  ta k e  s u c h  

o p p o r t u n it ie s  t o  h u n t  fr e s h  m e a t  fo r  t h e  la rd e r . T h is  

h e r d , h o w e v e r , in c lu d e s  a  m a g n if i c e n t  s t a g  (u s e  elk s t a ­

t is t ic s )  th a t s h im m e r s  in  t h e  lig h t  a s  i f  its  c o a t  is  s p u n  

f r o m  g o ld  a n d  its  a n t le r s  p la te d  w it h  p la t in u m . N e a r ly  

e v e r y o n e  in  t h e  c a r a v a n  w h o  c a n  h a n d le  a  b o w  w a n t s  

t o  b r in g  d o w n  th a t b e a s t .  I ts  p e lt  w o u ld  b e  w o r t h  a  f o r ­

t u n e , e v e n  i f  i t ’s  n o t  r e a l  g o ld .  A  f e w  o f  th e  m o r e  c a u t io u s  

t y p e s  w a r n  th a t t h e  c r e a t u r e  is  c le a r ly  a b le s s e d  b e in g  

a n d  th a t k i l l in g  it w o u ld  b r in g  b a d  lu c k  o n  t h e  c a r a v a n , 

b u t  n o  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  o r  t h r e e  p e o p l e  a re  p e r s u a d e d .  In  

m in u t e s ,  th e  h u n t  is  o n , a n d  t h e  d e e r  h e r d  s c a t t e r s  in to  

t h e  n e a r b y  fo r e s t  a n d  t h r o u g h  f a r m e r s ’ f ie ld s .

T h e  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  j o i n  t h e  c h a s e ,  t r y  to  ta lk  p e o p le

d o w n ,  p r o t e c t  t h e  s ta g , o r  ig n o r e  t h e  s itu a t io n , a s  t h e y  

s e e  fit. It c a n  b e  t r a c k e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  fo r e s t  w it h  a  s u c ­

c e s s f u l  D C  10  W is d o m  (S u rv iv a l )  c h e c k . A  n e w  c h e c k  

m u s t  b e  m a d e  e v e r y  5 0 0  y a rd s .

T h e  s t a g  le a d s  h u n te r s  o n  a  1 ,5 0 0 -y a r d  c h a s e  ( th re e  

W is d o m  (S u r v iv a l )  c h e c k s )  t o  a  m o s s -g r o w n , iv y -d r a p e d  

r u in  in  t h e  fo r e s t .  T h e r e ,  o n e  o f  t h r e e  t h in g s  c a n  h a p p e n . 

C h o o s e  t h e  o n e  th a t b e s t  s u its  y o u r  g a m e .

• T h e  s t a g  c a n  b e  c o r n e r e d , fo u g h t , a n d  k i l le d . It is  a 

n o r m a l  s t a g  b u t  w it h  a  b r e a t h t a k in g ly  b e a u t i fu l  c o a t  

o f  g o ld e n  fu r . I f  th e  l o c a l  f a r m e r s  l e a r n  th a t i t ’s  b e e n  

k i l le d , t h e y  g r a b  t h e ir  p it c h fo r k s  a n d  l o n g b o w s  a n d  

t h r e a te n  to  o v e r r u n  th e  c a r a v a n  u n le s s  t h e y  a re  p a id  

5 0 0  g p  fo r  t h e ir  l o s s ;  t h e  s t a g  b r o u g h t  t h e m  lu c k .

• T h e  s t a g  g r e e t s  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  in  S y lv a n . I f  n o n e  o f  th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  s p e a k  th a t la n g u a g e , it s w it c h e s  t o  E lv is h , 

a n d  i f  n o  o n e  r e s p o n d s  a g a in , it t r ie s  h e a v ily  a c c e n t e d , 

p id g in  C o m m o n . It a s s u r e s  t h e m  th a t t h e y  a r e  o n  th e  

r ig h t  t ra c k , a n d  t h e y  m u s t  c o n t in u e  fo l l o w in g  th e  r iv e r  

o f  g o ld  u n til th e y  r e a c h  th e  c a s t le  in  th e  sk y . S a d ly , 

t h e ir  p a th  w i l l  b e  f i l le d  w it h  h a r d s h ip  a n d  b lo o d . T o  

a id  t h e m , it o f fe r s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  a +1 lo n g b o w .  T h e  

b o w  a p p e a r s  o n  th e  g r o u n d  b e f o r e  t h e m , a n d  t h e n  th e  

s t a g  fa d e s  f r o m  v ie w  s a y in g , “ N o t  a ll w i l l  s u r v iv e  . . . ”

• W h e n  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  s e a r c h  th e  t u m b le d  ru in s ,  th e y  

f in d  n o  s ig n  o f  th e  s t a g  b u t  s e e  a th in  p e r s o n  w h o  

r e s e m b le s  a  w o o d  e l f  w it h  b r ig h t  g o ld e n  s k in . T h e  

y o u n g  m a le  is  n a k e d  a n d  e ith e r  is  w e a r in g  a n  a n t­

l e r e d  h e a d p ie c e  o r  h a s  d e l ica t e  a n t le r s  g r o w in g  fr o m  

h is  h e a d . H e  d r o p s  t o  h is  k n e e s  a n d  b e s e e c h e s  th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  in  a  d ia le c t  o f  E lv is h  th a t is  a r c h a ic  b u t 

u n d e r s t a n d a b le .  H e  is  a n  e l f  p r in c e ,  a n d  th e  s t o n e s  

a r o u n d  t h e m  w e r e  o n c e  th e  b e a u t i fu l  c a s t le  w h e r e  h e  

r u le d . B u t  h e  w a s  c u r s e d  b y  th e  fa th e r  o f  th e  w o m a n  

h e  lo v e d  to  t r a n s fo r m  in t o  a g o ld e n  s t a g  w h e n e v e r  h e  

s t e p s  o u ts id e  t h e s e  w a l ls . H e  h a s  l iv e d  w it h  th e  c u r s e  

fo r  s o  lo n g  th a t h is  k in g d o m  is  fo rg o t te n , h is  c a s t le  is  

fa l le n  to  ru in , a n d  h e  n o  lo n g e r  r e m e m b e r s  h is  o w n  

n a m e . H e  b e l i e v e s  th a t a  w i z a r d  s o m e w h e r e  c a n  

r e le a s e  h im  fr o m  th e  c u r s e ,  b u t  w h e r e v e r  h e  g o e s ,  p e o ­

p le  t ry  to  k il l h im  fo r  h is  g o ld e n  c o a t .  I f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  

a l lo w  h im  to  a c c o m p a n y  t h e m  a n d  p r o t e c t  h im , h e  w il l  

d o  h is  b e s t  t o  r e w a r d  t h e m  at t h e  e n d  o f  th e  jo u r n e y . 

T h e  s t o r y  is  tr u e ; s e v e r a l  w iz a r d s  in  W a t e r d e e p  c o u ld  

r e m o v e  th e  c u r s e .  T h e  e l f  c a n n o t  p a y  a r e w a r d  a t th e  

e n d , b u t t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  e a r n  5 0 0  X P  a p ie c e  fo r  b e lie v ­

in g  h im  a n d  p r o t e c t in g  h im . T h a t  j o b  w o n ’t b e  e a sy , 

b e c a u s e  p e o p le  in  th e  c a ra v a n  fin d  t h e ir  s t o r y  r id ic u ­

lo u s  a n d  l o o k  fo r  o p p o r t u n it ie s  to  k il l th e  s ta g .

Pa y b a c k

A s  t h e  c a r a v a n  r o u n d s  a  b e n d  in  t h e  r o a d , a  h u m a n  h e a d  

c a n  b e  s e e n  s it t in g  in  t h e  m i d d le  o f  t h e  r o a d  a  h u n d r e d  

y a r d s  a h e a d . F r o m  a  d is t a n c e ,  c h a r a c t e r s  w it h  a  p a s s iv e  

W is d o m  (P e r c e p t io n )  s c o r e  o f  15  o r  h ig h e r  r e c o g n i z e  

th a t th e  h e a d  is  a c t u a lly  a  p e r s o n  b u r ie d  u p  to  th e  n e ck , 

a n d  h e  is  u n c o n s c i o u s  b u t  s t il l a liv e . T h a t  fa c t  is  o b v io u s  

to  a n y o n e  w h o  a p p r o a c h e s  w it h in  10  y a r d s ,  a s  is  th e  

w o r d  “ O a t h b r e a k e r ” p a in t e d  o n  h is  fo r e h e a d .

T h e  b u r ie d  h u m a n  is  in  b a d  s h a p e  f r o m  e x p o s u r e  a n d  

d e h y d r a t io n . A n y  h e a l in g  m a g i c  o r  s o m e  w a t e r  a n d  a



s u c c e s s f u l  D C  1 0  W is d o m  (M e d ic in e )  c h e c k  r e v iv e s  h im .

M a n y  o f  th e  m e r c h a n t s  in  t h e  c a r a v a n  a r e  o f  th e  

o p in io n  th a t w h o e v e r  t h is  is , i f  s o m e o n e  o r  s o m e t h in g  

w e n t  t o  t h e  t r o u b le  o f  m a r k in g  h im  a s  a  t r a ito r  a n d  b u r y ­

in g  h im  u p  t o  t h e  n e c k  in  t h e  T r a d e  W a y , h e  p r o b a b ly  

d e s e r v e s  it a n d  s h o u ld  b e  le ft  t h e r e .  I f  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  

w o r k in g  a s  g u a r d s  f o r  N P C  m e r c h a n t s ,  at l e a s t  o n e  o f  

t h e ir  e m p lo y e r s  is  a m o n g  t h is  g r o u p . It ’s  o b v io u s  fr o m  

w h e e l  t r a c k s  o n  t h e  t u r n e d - o v e r  e a r t h  th a t o t h e r  w a g o n s  

h a v e  in d e e d  p a s s e d  h im  b y  d u r in g  t h e  la s t  f e w  d a y s .

D ig g in g  t h e  m a n  o u t  o f  t h e  g r o u n d  t a k e s  t w o  d ig g e r s  

at le a s t  t w o  h o u r s ,  a n d  r e f i l l in g  t h e  h o le  t a k e s  a n o t h e r  

h o u r  (y o u  c a n ’t ju s t  le a v e  a  h o le  in  th e  r o a d ) .

T h e  b u r ie d  m a n  i s  C a r lo n  A m o f fe l .  H e  is  a  h u m a n  

spy a n d  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  H a r p e r s ;  c h a r a c t e r s  d is c o v e r  

a  H a r p e r  ta t to o  o n  h is  a r m  i f  th e y  d ig  h im  u p . H e  h a s  

n o t h in g  b u t  t h e  l o in c l o t h  h e  w a s  b u r ie d  in .

P u b l ic ly ,  A m o f fe l ’s  s t o r y  is  th a t th e  o a th  h e  b r o k e  w a s  

a  p r o m is e  t o  m a r r y  a  w o m a n . H e  b r o k e  t h e  e n g a g e m e n t  

b e c a u s e  h e  d is c o v e r e d  th a t h e r  fa th e r  a n d  b r o t h e r s  w e r e  

a ll b a n d it s  a n d  th a t h e  w a s  e x p e c t e d  t o  jo i n  t h e m .

I f  a n y  o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  H a r p e r s  a n d  t h e y  r e v e a l 

t h e ir  a s s o c ia t io n  t o  A m o ffe l ,  h e  te l ls  t h e m  th e  r e a l  s to ry . 

H e  w a s  o n  e x a c t ly  t h e  s a m e  m is s io n  th e y  a re :  t r a c k in g  

a  s h ip m e n t  o f  s t o le n  lo o t  n o r th . B u t  th e  s m u g g le r s — h e ’s  

s u r e  t h e y ’r e  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n — 

b e c a m e  s u s p ic io u s  o f  h im . A m o f fe l  p a s s e d  in fo r m a t io n  

t o  a n o t h e r  H a r p e r  at a  r o a d s id e  in n , a n d  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  

c a r a v a n  w i t n e s s e d  th e  m e e t in g . T h e  c u lt is ts  m a n u f a c ­

t u r e d  a  s t o r y  th a t h e  w a s  p a s s in g  in f o r m a t i o n  to  b a n d its .  

T h e  m e r c h a n t s  w e r e  u n w il l in g  t o  k il l h im  o u tr ig h t ,  b u t  

t h e y  w e r e  w il l in g  t o  le a v e  h im  b u r ie d  in  th e  r o a d  a n d  

“ le t  p r o v id e n c e  d e c id e  th e  m a n ’s  fa te .”

A m o ffe l  h a s  H a r p e r  c o n t a c t s  in  W a t e r d e e p  a n d  k n o w s  

h is  w a y  a r o u n d  t h e  city . H e  c a n  b e  a  u s e fu l  a lly  w h e n  

t h is  c a r a v a n  r e a c h e s  its  d e s t in a t io n .

No R o o m  a t  t h e  I n n

A ft e r  a  m is e r a b ly  w e t ,  c o ld  d a y  th a t p r o m i s e s  t o  b e c o m e  

a n  e v e n  w e tt e r , f r e e z in g  n ig h t , th e  c a r a v a n  a r r iv e s  

a t a  la r g e  in n . U p o n  e n t e r in g  t h e  w a r m , c o m fo r t a b le  

c o m m o n  r o o m  to  m a k e  a r r a n g e m e n t s  f o r  th e  n ig h t , th e  

e m b a r r a s s e d  in n k e e p e r  t e l ls  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  th a t th e  

e n t ire  in n  is  s o ld  o u t ; a ll t h e  p r iv a t e  r o o m s  a r e  t a k e n  a n d  

t h e  c o m m o n  r o o m  is  r e s e r v e d  f o r  a  p r iv a te  p a r ty . T h e  

c a r a v a n  w il l  n e e d  to  s p e n d  t h e  n ig h t  o u t s id e .  L o o k i n g  

a r o u n d  t h e  r o o m , th e  c h a r a c t e r s  s e e  ju s t  o n e  g r o u p : a n  

a r is t o c r a t i c  ju d g e  a n d  h is  e n t o u r a g e  o f  t h r e e  h u m a n  

d ile t ta n t e s .  T h e y  s m ir k  at th e  c h a r a c t e r s  w h ile  m a k in g  

c o m m e n t s  s u c h  a s  “ s le e p  t ig h t”  a n d  “ h a v e  a  p le a sa n t  

e v e n in g ” f o l l o w e d  b y  in s u lt s  m u tt e r e d  u n d e r  t h e ir  b re a th  

a b o u t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ’ m u d -s p a t t e r e d  c lo t h in g  a n d  lo w  

b r e e d in g . I f  c h a r a c t e r s  a s k  a b o u t  s le e p in g  in  t h e  s ta b le ,  

o n e  o f  t h e  n o b le s  s p e a k s  u p , s a y in g , “ O u r  h o r s e s  a re  

r a th e r  p ic k y  a b o u t  w h o  t h e y  s h a r e  s p a c e  w it h . W e  h a d  to  

r e s e r v e  a ll o f  it, t o o ,  fo r  t h e ir  s a k e . Y o u  u n d e r s t a n d , I ’m  

s u r e .” H is  s n o o t y  fr i e n d s  h a v e  a  g o o d  c h u c k le  o v e r  th a t.

S p e n d in g  t h is  n ig h t  in  t h e  w a g o n s  w i l l  b e  h a r d  o n  th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  b u t  w i l l  b e  m is e r y  fo r  th e  u n p r o t e c t e d  h o r s e s  

a n d  m u le s ,  a n d  t h e  o n ly  r e a s o n  f o r  it is  t h e  c r u e lt y  a n d  

a r r o g a n c e  o f  t h e s e  s n ic k e r in g  t w its  in  t h e  in n .

T h e  N P C s  in  th e  in n  w o n ’t b e  in f lu e n c e d  b y  a n y  s o r t

o f  r e a s o n  o r  d e b a t e  o r  b y  o f fe r s  o f  m o n e y . T h e y  f in d  th e  

s it u a t io n  e n o r m o u s ly  a m u s in g  a n d  s e e m  p le a s e d  b y  th e  

p r o s p e c t  o f  th e  m e r c h a n t s  a n d  t h e ir  a n im a ls  s u f fe r in g  

in  th e  f r e e z in g  r a in  a ll n ig h t . T h e y  n e e d le  a n d  g o a d  th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  th e ir  f e l l o w  t r a v e le r s  at e v e r y  o p p o r t u ­

n ity , in c lu d in g  f r o m  t h e  d o o r w a y  a n d  w i n d o w s  o f  t h e  in n  

w h e n  n o  o n e  e l s e  is  in s id e .  I f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  d o n ’t s ta r t  a 

fig h t, s o m e o n e  e l s e  f r o m  th e  c a r a v a n  m ig h t .

In  fa c t , t h e s e  N P C s  a re  fo u r  d is g u is e d  assassins tra v ­

e l in g  to  B a ld u r ’s  G a te  in  s e a r c h  o f  e m p lo y m e n t  a n d  o u t 

to  h a v e  a  g o o d  la u g h  o v e r  s o m e o n e ’s  m is fo r t u n e . T h e y  

d r o p  a ll p r e t e n s e  a ft e r  v io le n c e  b r e a k s  ou t.

R o a d s i d e  H o s p i t a l i t y

W h e n  t h e  c a r a v a n  r e a c h e s  i ts  s t o p p in g  p o in t  fo r  th e  

n ig h t , t w o  b u x o m  t w in  s is t e r s  a re  t h e r e  a h e a d  o f  

th e m , s e t t i n g  u p  c a m p  a n d  t e n d in g  t o  t h e ir  h o r s e s .  

A r ie tt a  a n d  Z e l in a  In n e v a r  ta k e  a  l ik in g  t o  s o m e  o f  th e  

tr a v e le r s — p o s s ib ly ,  b u t  n o t  n e c e s s a r i ly ,  a  f e w  o f  th e  

c h a r a c t e r s — a n d  s p e n d  t h e  e v e n in g  a s k in g  a b o u t  th e ir  

p a s t , w h e r e  t h e y ’r e  h e a d e d , w h e t h e r  th e y  h a v e  fa m ily , 

a n d  s o  o n . T h e  s is t e r s  a re  a c t u a l ly  t w o  doppelgangers. 

T h e y  c a n  e it h e r  a t ta c k  s o m e o n e  th a t n ig h t  o r  jo i n  th e  

c a ra v a n  fo r  a  f e w  d a y s  w h i le  t h e y  s t u d y  th e  t r a v e le rs  a n d  

c h o o s e  t h e ir  v ic t im s . W h e n  t h e  t im e  c o m e s  to  s tr ik e , 

th e y  w a it  u n til  a f t e r  d a r k , t h e n  tr y  t o  lu r e  th e ir  t a r g e t  

a w a y  f r o m  o t h e r  p e o p l e  b y  c a l l i n g  fo r  a s s is t a n c e  in  a 

fa m i l ia r  v o ic e .  F o r t u n a t e ly  fo r  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  t h e ir  

fe l l o w  tr a v e le r s , i f  o n e  is  d e fe a t e d , t h e  o t h e r  t w o  f le e  in  a 

f lu r r y  o f  c u r s e s  a n d  v e n g e f u l  t h r e a ts .

S p i d e r  W o o d s

T h e  T r a d e  W a y  s k ir t s  a r o u n d  a n d  b e t w e e n  t h e  h u g e  

T r o l lb a r k  a n d  M is t y  F o r e s t s ,  b u t  it p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  m a n y  

o th e r , s m a lle r  fo r e s t s  th a t d o n ’t a p p e a r  o n  m a p s . W h e n  

t h e  c a r a v a n  is  p a s s in g  t h r o u g h  o n e  s u c h  w o o d e d  r e g io n , 

t h r e e  ettercaps a n d  t w o  giant spiders a tta c k  it. T h e y  

a r e  c h ie f ly  in t e r e s t e d  in  t a k in g  h o r s e s ,  n o t  m e r c h a n d is e ,  

b u t  th e y  w o n ’t b a lk  at t a k in g  p e o p l e  i f  t h e y  c a n ’t g e t  

h o r s e s .  T w o  e t t e r c a p s  g o  a f t e r  h o r s e s  w h ile  th e  th ird  

e t t e r c a p  a n d  t h e  g ia n t  s p id e r s  k e e p  t h e  c a r a v a n  g u a r d s  

b u s y . A n  e t te r c a p  c a n  c u t  a  h o r s e  f r e e  f r o m  its  h a r ­

n e s s  in  3  r o u n d s . A ft e r  th a t, t h e y  r e t r e a t  in to  t h e  t r e e s ,  

le a d in g  t h e  h o r s e  a w a y  w it h  r e in s  o f  w e b b in g .  W it h ­

o u t  h o r s e s ,  th e  w a g o n s  a re  s t r a n d e d . T h e  c h a r a c t e r s ’ 

e m p lo y e r  in s is t s  t h e y  g o  a ft e r  t h e  e t t e r c a p s  a n d  r e t r ie v e  

th e  s t o le n  h o r s e s .

I f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  m o v e  q u ick ly , th e y  h a v e  a  g o o d  

c h a n c e  t o  r e t r ie v e  t h e  h o r s e s  a liv e . T h e  a n im a ls  le a v e  a 

tra il t h r o u g h  th e  u n d e r b r u s h  th a t ’s  e a s y  t o  fo l lo w ; a  s u c ­

c e s s fu l  D C  10  W is d o m  (S u rv iv a l)  c h e c k  is  s u f fic ie n t  to  

k e e p  o n  it. T h e  h o r s e s  a re  le d  a w a y  a b o u t  h a l f  a m ile  to  

th e  e t t e r c a p s ’ la ir. I f  c h a r a c t e r s  c h a r g e  s tr a ig h t  in , th e y  

a re  a tta c k e d  b y  t h r e e  ettercaps a n d  t w o  giant spiders.

I f  th e y  p a u s e  to  o b s e r v e  fo r  a  f e w  m in u t e s ,  th e y  s e e  th e  

e t t e r c a p s  s h o o  th e  g ia n t  s p id e r s  a w a y  w h i le  th e y  p r e p a r e  

fo r  th e ir  fe a s t  o f  h o r s e  m e a t . T h e  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  th e n  

fig h t ju s t  t h e  e t t e r c a p s  fo r  6  r o u n d s , b e fo r e  th e  s p id e r s  

r e tu r n  to  th e  s o u n d  o f  b a ttle . T h e  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n ’t d e la y  

fo r  lo n g , h o w e v e r , b e c a u s e  t h e  e t t e r c a p s  w o n ’t w a s t e  

m u c h  t im e  b e f o r e  k i l l in g  a n d  t u c k in g  in to  th e  h o r s e s .



a u t o m a t ica lly ,  fo r  t h e  s a k e  o f  

u s in g  th is  e v e n t.

I f  a  c h a r a c t e r  is  r e c o g n iz e d , 

a l l o w  th a t c h a r a c t e r  t o  m a k e  a  D C  

15  W is d o m  (I n s ig h t)  c h e c k . S u c ­

c e s s  m e a n s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  c a t c h e s  

a c u lt is t  w a t c h in g  h im  o r  h e r  s u s p i ­

c io u s ly ,  n o t in g  w h o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  

t a lk s  to , w h e n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  e a ts , 

a n d  w h e r e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  s le e p s .  

O v e r  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  a  fe w  d a y s , it 

s h o u ld  b e c o m e  o b v io u s  th a t 

t h is  c u lt is t  h a s  r e c o g n i z e d  th e  

c h a r a ct e r . I f  c h a r a c t e r s  d e la y  

t a k in g  a c t io n , th e  c u lt is ts  

s tr ik e  f ir s t  b y  t r y in g  to  a s s a s ­

s in a te  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  in  t h e ir  

b e d r o l ls  o r  p e r h a p s  b y  a r r a n g ­

in g  a n  a c c id e n t — a l o o s e  w h e e l , 

b r o k e n  a x le ,  o r  s p o o k e d  le a d  

h o r s e  m ig h t  b e  a n  e f fe c t iv e  w a y  

to  s o lv e  a  p r o b le m . T h e  o n ly  p e r ­

m a n e n t  s o lu t io n  to  th is  p r o b le m  

fo r  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  is  m u r d e r ; 

th e  c u lt is t  w it h  s u s p ic io n s  m u s t 

b e  e l im in a t e d  b e fo r e  h e  o r  s h e  

s h a r e s  t h o s e  s u s p ic io n s  w ith  

th e  o t h e r s .  G o o d  c h a r a c t e r s  

m a y  b e  re lu c ta n t  to  t a k e  th is  

s te p ; th a t ’s  r o le p la y in g . I f  th e y  

c a n  f in d  a n o t h e r  w a y , th a t 's  

e x c e l le n t , b u t o n c e  th e  o p p o s it io n  

r e c o g n i z e s  s o m e o n e , th e  s itu a t io n  

is  l ik e ly  to  e n d  in  d e a th .

U n w a n t e d  A t t e n t i o n

T h e  d a y  a ft e r  th e  c a r a v a n  le a v e s  D a g g e r fo r d , h a v e  

e a c h  c h a r a c t e r  m a k e  a  W is d o m  (In s ig h t)  c h e c k . (A lte r ­

n a tiv e ly , y o u  c a n  a l l o w  a  C h a r is m a  [ D e c e p t io n ]  c h e c k  

h e r e ,  p e r m it t in g  c h a r a c t e r s  t o  u s e  t h e ir  k n o w le d g e  o f  

d e c e p t i o n  t o  r e c o g n i z e  w h e n  s o m e o n e  e l s e  is  p u t t in g  

t h e  s a m e  ta le n t  to  u s e .  O n ly  c h a r a c t e r s  w it h  t r a in in g  in  

D e c e p t i o n  c a n  c h o o s e  t h is  o p t io n .)  In te r p r e t  t h e  r e s u lts  

a s  fo l l o w s .

• 9  o r  le s s :  T h e  c h a r a c t e r  n o t i c e s  n o th in g .

• 1 0 - 1 2 :  T h e  c h a r a c t e r  n o t i c e s  th a t t h e  g n o m e  w h o  

r e c e n t ly  j o i n e d  th e  c a r a v a n  s h o w s  a n  in t e re s t  in  th e  

h u m a n  w h o  j o i n e d  at t h e  s a m e  t im e  a n d  w h o  w a s  

w e l c o m e d  a b o a r d  o n e  o f  th e  c u lt  w a g o n s  a s  a  p a s s e n ­

ger . T h e y  a r e n ’t t o g e th e r ,  b u t  d u r in g  s t o p s ,  t h e  g n o m e  

o f t e n  s id le s  u p  n e a r  e n o u g h  t o  o v e r h e a r  a n y th in g  th e  

h u m a n  m ig h t  say , a n d  s h e  h a s  a ls o  b e e n  s p o t t e d  h o v ­

e r in g  n e a r  t h e  c u lt  w a g o n s  w h e n  t h e  c u lt is ts  a re  b u s y  

w it h  t a s k s  o t h e r  t h a n  g u a r d in g  t h e  w a g o n s  c lo s e ly .

• 1 3 - 1 5 :  T h e  c h a r a c t e r  n o t i c e s  th a t t h e  g n o m e  s h o w s  

a n  in t e re s t  in  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s .  S h e  h a s  s p o k e n  to  

s e v e r a l  o f  t h e m , a s k in g  i n n o c u o u s  q u e s t io n s  a n d

S t r a n d e d

T h is  is  a n  id e a l  e v e n t  fo r  th e  F ie ld s  o f  th e  

D e a d  r e g io n , i f  o n e  o c c u r s  t h e re , b u t  it 

c a n  b e  u s e d  a n y w h e re .

T h e  ca ra v a n  s e e s  a  fig h t h a p p e n in g  

a h e a d . A  fre ig h t  w a g o n  is  s t r a n d e d  

o n  th e  r o a d , its  d ra ft  a n im a ls  d e a d .

A  m e r c h a n t  (noble) a n d  t h r e e  

guards a re  s h e lte re d  u n d e r  th e  

w a g o n , w ith  c r a t e s  d r a g g e d  b e t w e e n  

th e  w h e e l s  fo r  co v e r . T h e y  a re  p le n ­

t i fu l ly  s u p p l ie d  w it h  c r o s s b o w s  a n d  

b o lts ,  b u t  th e  s ix  hobgoblins a n d  o n e  

hobgoblin captain a s s a i l in g  th e m  

s e e m  co n te n t  to  k e e p  t h e m  u n d e r  

s ie g e  u n til s u n d o w n , w h e n  th e y  

p la n  to  r u s h  th e  w a g o n  w ith  d a rk ­

n e s s  a s  c o v e r .  T h e s e  a re  U r s h a n i  

h o b g o b l in s ,  r e c o g n iz a b le  b y  th e ir  

u n u s u a lly  s a v a g e  a p p e a r a n c e  

(e v e n  fo r  h o b g o b l in s ) .  U r s h a n i  

h o b g o b l in s  a d o r n  t h e m s e lv e s  

w ith  w o l f  fu r s ,  p a in t  w o r g  h e a d s  

o n to  th e ir  s h ie ld s ,  a n d  i n c o r p o ­

ra te  o t h e r  w o l f  p a r ts  a n d  i c o n s  in  

th e ir  a r m o r  a n d  c lo th in g .

F ir s t  t h e  h o b g o b l in s  m u s t  

b e  d r iv e n  o ff , t h e n  t h e  in ju r e d  

a t t e n d e d  to , a n d  t h e n  s o m e ­

t h in g  m u s t  b e  d o n e  a b o u t  t h e  

s t r a n d e d  w a g o n . T h e  t r a d e r  

h a s  m o n e y  t o  b u y  m o r e  h o r s e s  

i f  a n y o n e  is  w i l l in g  t o  s e l l .  O t h ­

e r w is e ,  h e ’ l l  t a k e  a  l if t  t o  t h e  n e x t  

h o s t e lr y ,  w h e r e  h e  c a n  b u y  a n i­

m a ls ,  w h i le  h is  t h r e e  g u a r d s  s ta y

b e h in d . _____

P l a n n e d  R o a d  

Ev e n t s

A ft e r  J a m n a  G le a m s i lv e r  a n d  A z b a r a  J o s  j o i n  t h e  c a r a ­

v a n , t h r e e  p la n n e d  e v e n ts  m u s t t a k e  p la c e .  T h e ir  t im in g  

is  u p  to  y o u .

R e c o g n i z e d !

I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  s p e n t  m u c h  t im e  w a n d e r in g  t h r o u g h  

t h e  r a id e r s ’ c a m p  o n  t h e  G r e e n f ie ld s  a n d  t a lk in g  to  

c u lt is t s ,  t h e y  m ig h t  h a v e  s t r u c k  u p  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  th e r e  

w i t h  a  c u lt is t  w h o  is  n o w  o n e  o f  th e  w a g o n  d r iv e r s .

H a v e  e a c h  c h a r a c t e r  m a k e  a  C h a r is m a  c h e c k  o n  th e  

f ir s t  d a y  o f  th e  jo u r n e y , b u t  d o n ’t te l l p la y e r s  w h a t  i t ’s  

fo r . A t  s o m e  p o in t  d u r in g  t h e  jo u r n e y , t h e  c h a r a c t e r  

w h o  s c o r e d  t h e  l o w e s t  r e s u lt  o n  th e  C h a r i s m a  c h e c k  

is  r e c o g n i z e d  b y  a  c u lt is t . T h e  c u lt i s t s  a s s u m e  th a t, at 

b e s t ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  m u s t  b e  a  d e s e r t e r  f r o m  t h e  cu lt . A t 

w o r s t ,  h e  o r  s h e  is  a  s p y  a n d  a  s a b o t e u r .  A t  a  d r a m a t ic  

p o in t  o n  t h e  jo u r n e y , w h e n  t h e  c a r a v a n  is  a w a y  fr o m  

B a ld u r ’s  G a te , t h is  m e a n s  t r o u b le .

O p t io n a lly ,  y o u  c a n  d is p e n s e  w it h  t h is  d ie  r o l l  

a n d  h a v e  s o m e o n e  r e c o g n i z e  o n e  o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s



c o m m e n t i n g  o n  th e  w e a t h e r .  S h e  le a v e s  t h e  im p r e s ­

s io n  o f  b e in g  s o m e o n e  w h o  f la w le s s ly  t a k e s  in  e v e r y  

d e t a i l  a b o u t  p e o p l e  a n d  h e r  s u r r o u n d in g s .

• 1 6 + : T h e  c h a r a c t e r  n o t i c e s  b o t h  a n d  h a s  t h e  i m p r e s ­

s io n  th a t G le a m s i lv e r  is  a w a r e  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  

w a t c h in g  h er, t o o .

I f  s o m e o n e  r e v e a ls  a  H a r p e r  b a d g e  t o  G le a m s ilv e r , s h e  

r e s p o n d s  w it h  a  c u r t  “ p u t  th a t a w a y , f o o l , ” a n d  le a v e s .

W h o ’s  Y o u r  F r i e n d ?

O n  th e  m o r n in g  o f  th e  d a y  w h e n  th e  c a r a v a n  is  f o u r  

d a y s ’ tra v e l f r o m  W a t e r d e e p  ( t w o  d a y s  a ft e r  “ U n w a n te d  

A tt e n t io n ” ), G le a m s i lv e r  a p p r o a c h e s  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  

ju s t  a s  t h e y  a r e  s i t t in g  d o w n  t o  t h e  m o r n in g  m e a l .  A ft e r  

g l a n c in g  a r o u n d  t o  m a k e  s u r e  n o n e  o f  t h e  c u lt is t s  a re  

w a t c h in g , s h e  p u t s  h e r  f in g e r s  t o  h e r  l ip s ,  t h e n  t a k e s  t h e  

b o w l  o f  o a t m e a l  th a t o n e  o f  t h e m  is  a b o u t  t o  ea t.

A f t e r  p o k in g  t h r o u g h  y o u r  o a t m e a l  w i t h  t h e  b l ad e  o f  h e r  

d ag g e r ,  t h e  g n o m e  l i f t s  i t  o u t  an d  sh o w s  yo u  an  o at m ea l -  

sm ea r e d  o b j e c t  r e s e m b l i n g  a t i n y  b ead . Sh e  g l an ce s  o v e r  

h e r  sh o u l d e r  t o w a r d  w h e r e  c u l t i s t s  s i t  a t  t h e i r  b r e ak f as t .

“ I t ’ s a s l i v e r  o f  b o n e , ”  sh e  w h i s p e r s ,  “ cu r l ed  i n t o  a c i r c l e  so  

yo u  can  s w a l l o w  i t  in  a m o u t h f u l  o f  g r u e l  w i t h o u t  n o t i c i n g .  

O n c e  ea t en ,  i t  s l o w l y  u n cu r l s  i n s i d e  y o u ,  ex p o s in g  n ee d le  

p o in t s  t h a t  p i e r ce  y o u r  g u t s  an d  k i l l  yo u  s l o w l y .  I s u s p e c t  

t h e y 'r e  in  al l  y o u r  b r e a k f a s t s . ”  A s  sh e  g e t s  u p  an d  w a l k s  

aw ay, sh e  ad d s ,  “ L e t ’s t a l k  t h i s  e v e n i n g . ”

N o  m o r e  b o n e  s l iv e r s  a r e  in  th e  c h a r a c t e r s ’ g r u e l . T h e  

o n e  G le a m s i lv e r  s h o w e d  t h e m  w a s  a lr e a d y  s t u c k  t o  th e  

u n d e r s id e  o f  h e r  d a g g e r  b e fo r e  s h e  p o k e d  it in t o  th e  

b o w l .  I f  c h a r a c t e r s  d ig  t h r o u g h  th e ir  o a t m e a l  l o o k in g  fo r  

s liv e r s ,  le t  t h e m  m a k e  D C  15 I n t e l l ig e n c e  ( I n v e s t ig a t io n )  

c h e c k s .  I f  a  c h e c k  s u c c e e d s ,  te ll t h e m  t h e y  f in d  s e v e r a l 

s m a l l  lu m p s  th a t m ig h t  b e  b o n e  s l iv e r s ,  b u t  t h e y  m ig h t  

ju s t  a s  e a s i ly  b e  o a t  h u s k s , s a w d u s t ,  o r  i n s e c t  e g g s .  A ls o  

te l l t h e m  th a t t w o  o f  th e  c u lt is ts  k e e p  l o o k i n g  in  t h e ir  

d ir e c t i o n  b u t  a p p e a r  t o  b e  t r y in g  t o  h id e  t h e ir  in t e r e s t .

T h a t  e v e n in g , a ft e r  m o s t  o f  th e  t r a v e le r s  h a v e  b e d d e d  

d o w n , G le a m s i lv e r  c o m e s  t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s .  S h e  b e g in s  

b y  in t r o d u c in g  h e r s e l f  i f  th a t h a s n ’ t h a p p e n e d  p r e v io u s ly .  

O t h e r w is e ,  s h e  g e t s  r ig h t  t o  th e  p o in t .

“ W e  d o n ’ t  w o r k  f o r  t h e  s a m e  p e o p l e ,  b u t  w e ’ re al l  o n  t h e  

sa m e  s i d e — w e  sh a r e  a b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  C u l t  o f  t h e  D r ag o n  

m u s t  b e s t o p p e d .  I n eed  t o  k n o w  w h a t  t h e y ’ r e c a r r y i n g  in  

t h o s e  w a g o n s  an d  w h e r e  t h e y ’ r e t a k i n g  i t . W i l l  yo u  h e lp  

m e  f in d  o u t ? W e  c an  d o  i t  t o n i g h t . ”

I f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  te ll G le a m s i lv e r  w h a t  t h e y  k n o w  a b o u t  

th e  c u l t ’s  c a r g o ,  s h e  e x p r e s s e s  g ra t itu d e  a n d  r e l i e f  th a t 

s h e  d o e s n ’t n e e d  t o  r is k  b r e a k in g  in to  t h e ir  w a g o n s .

In  fa c t , s h e  a lr e a d y  k n o w s , b u t  s h e  n e e d e d  t o  f in d  o u t  

w h a t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  k n o w . S h e  p u m p s  t h e m  fo r  e v e r y  

b it  o f  in f o r m a t io n  t h e y ’r e  w il l in g  t o  s h a r e  w h ile  o f fe r in g  

lit t le  in  r e t u r n  e x c e p t  c o n f ir m a t io n  o f  w h a t  t h e y  a lr e a d y

k n o w . I f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e n ’t f ig u r e d  o u t  th a t A z b a r a  

J o s  is  a R e d  W iz a r d  o f  T h a y , s h e  p o in t s  th a t o u t  a n d  

r a i s e s  th e  q u e s t io n  o f  w h y  a  R e d  W iz a r d  is  c h u m m in g  it 

u p  w it h  C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n  m e m b e r s .

G le a m s i lv e r  is  e s p e c ia l l y  c a g e y  a b o u t  w h y  s h e ’s  

in t e r e s t e d  in  a ll t h is . T h e  g n o m e  n e v e r  m e n t io n s  th e  

Z h e n t a r im  o r  t h e  B la c k  N e t w o r k . S h e  n e v e r  c o m e s  o u t  

a n d  s a y s  s h e  w o r k s  fo r  t h e  H a r p e r s ,  e ith e r . G le a m s i lv e r  

is  a n  e x p e r t  at p ic k in g  u p  o n  t h e  s u b t le s t  c lu e s  a n d  u s in g  

t h e m  to  s e e m  to  k n o w  t h in g s  s h e  d o e s n ’t a c t u a l ly  k n o w  

a n d  to  s a y  w h a t  p e o p le  w a n t  o r  e x p e c t  to  h e a r . S h e  u s e s  

th a t ta le n t  t o  g r e a t  a d v a n t a g e  a g a in s t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  in  

a ll t h e ir  d e a l in g s .  I f  p la y e r s  a s k  to  u s e  W is d o m  (In s ig h t )  

t o  d e t e c t  w h e t h e r  t h e  g n o m e  is  t e l lin g  t h e  tr u th , le t  t h e m  

m a k e  th e  c h e c k . O n  a  r o l l  o f  1 5  o r  h ig h e r , th e  c h a r a c t e r  

s u s p e c t s  G le a m s i lv e r  is n ’t t e l l in g  t h e m  e v e r y t h i n g  b u t  

d o e s n ’t d is c e r n  a n  a c t u a l  l ie . O n  a n y  o t h e r  r e s u lt , th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  d e t e c t  n o  d is h o n e s t y .

M u r d e r  M o s t  F o u l

T w o  d a y s  a f te r  “ W h o ’s  Y o u r  F r ie n d ? ” h a p p e n s , t h e  c a m p  

a w a k e n s  to  a  k i ll in g .  O n e  o f  t h e  c u lt is t s  a c t in g  a s  a 

w a g o n  g u a r d  w a s  m u r d e r e d  o v e r n ig h t . H e  w a s  s t a b b e d  

in  th e  b a c k  w it h  a  s w o r d  (th e  w o u n d  is  t o o  b ig  t o  b e  f r o m  

a  d a g g e r )  a n d  le ft  w h e r e  h e  fe ll  b e n e a t h  a  c u lt  w a g o n .

T h e  d e a d  m a n ’s  c o m p a n io n s  im m e d ia t e ly  a c c u s e  o n e  

o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  d e m a n d  t o  in s p e c t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ’ 

w e a p o n s . I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  c a r r ie s  a  s h o r t s w o r d ,  it w i l l  b e  

a  m a tc h , a lt h o u g h  th a t p r o v e s  n o t h in g . A n y  s w o r d  th a t 

s iz e  w o u ld  b e  c l o s e  e n o u g h . M a n y  fo o t p r in t s  a r e  a r o u n d  

t h e  w a g o n , b u t  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  1 0  I n t e l l ig e n c e  ( I n v e s ­

t ig a t io n )  c h e c k  d e t e r m in e s  th a t t h e y  a re  a l l  f r o m  p e o p le  

c r o w d in g  a r o u n d  t h e  b o d y  in  t h e  m o r n in g . T h e  g r o u n d  

w a s  s w e p t  d u r in g  t h e  n ig h t  t o  r e m o v e  p r in t s .

B y  t h is  p o in t  in  t h e  jo u r n e y , t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  s h o u ld  

b e  p o p u la r  w it h  th e  o t h e r  tr a v e le r s ; t h e y  p r o b a b ly  h a v e  

s a v e d  n u m e r o u s  l iv e s  a n d  th e  e n t ire  c a r a v a n  m o r e  th a n  

o n c e .  T h e  c u lt is ts , o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , a re  n o t  s o  p o p u la r .  

T h e y  a re  s t a n d o ff is h  a n d  e v e n  a  b it  o d d . T h is  w o r k s  in  

th e  a c c u s e d  c h a r a c t e r ’s  fav o r , b e c a u s e  m a n y  p e o p le  w il l  

s p e a k  u p  in  h is  o r  h e r  d e fe n s e .

I f  a  c h a r a c t e r  s u g g e s t s  th a t th e  w a g o n ’s  o w n e r s  

s h o u ld  o p e n  t h e ir  c r a t e s  to  s e e  i f  a n y t h in g  is  m is s in g , 

th e  a c c u s a t i o n s  d ie  a w a y . ( I f  a  c h a r a c t e r  d o e s n ’t s u g g e s t  

th is ,  a n  o n lo o k e r  in  t h e  c r o w d  d o e s . )  U n c h a r a c t e r is t i ­

ca l ly , A z b a r a  J o s  c o m e s  f o r w a r d  a n d  t r ie s  t o  c a lm  th e  

s itu a t io n , in  t h e  p r o c e s s  s a y in g  m o r e  t h a n  a n y o n e  h a s  

s o  fa r  h e a r d  h im  s a y  at o n e  t im e .

In  th e  e n d , t h e  c a r a v a n ’s  m o s t  p r o m in e n t  m e r c h a n t s  

a g r e e  th a t w it h o u t  w i t n e s s e s ,  n o t h in g  c a n  b e  d o n e . T h e  

g o d s  w i l l  p u n is h  t h e  g u i lt y  p a r t y  a n d  l ife  w i l l  g o  o n .

M o s t  o f  th e  c u lt is t s  n e v e r  a g a in  l o o k  at t h e  a c c u s e d  

c h a r a c t e r  w it h  a n y t h in g  b u t  u n d i s g u is e d  h a t re d . T h is  

a n im o s it y  b e c o m e s  im p o r t a n t  la te r  o n  in  e p is o d e  5 .

T h e  m u r d e r e r  w a s , o f  c o u r s e ,  J a m n a  G le a m s ilv e r .  

K n o w in g  w h a t  w a s  in  t h e  c a r g o ,  s h e  c o u l d n ’t r e s is t  

h e lp in g  h e r s e l f  t o  s o m e . T h e  t h e ft  i t s e l f  is  u n d e t e c t a b le , 

b e c a u s e  s h e  le f t  n o  s ig n s ,  a n d  t h e  c u lt  is n ’t c a r r y i n g  a  

m a n ife s t  o f  its  l o o t e d  t r e a s u r e .  T h e  g u a r d  in t e r ru p t e d  

h e r  in  th e  a c t  a n d  h a d  t o  d ie ; it w a s  ju s t  th a t s im p le .



T
h e  fr e ig h t  t ra v e ls  a s  fa r  n o r t h  a s  p o s s ib le ,  fo l l o w ­

in g  t h e  T r a d e  W a y  p a s t  W a t e r d e e p  to  w h e r e  th e  

g r e a t  r o a d  w a s  s w a l l o w e d  u p  b y  th e  e v e r -e x p a n d -  

in g  M e r e  o f  D e a d  M e n . A  fo r t i f ie d  r o a d h o u s e  th a t o n c e  

s e r v e d  m e r c h a n t s  a n d  t e a m s t e r s  n o w  f e e d s  la b o r e r s  a n d  

s a f e g u a r d s  r o a d -b u i ld in g  s u p p l ie s ,  a n d  it a ls o  a id s  th e  

C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n  in  s m u g g l in g  its  t r e a s u re .

W a t e r d e e p

W h e n  t h e  c a r a v a n  r o l l s  in t o  W a t e r d e e p  a ft e r  t w o  

m o n t h s  o n  t h e  r o a d , m o s t  o f  th e  m e r c h a n t s  d is p e r s e  to  

t h e  c i t y ’s  m a r k e ts , w a r e h o u s e s ,  a n d  s t a b le s .  T h e y ’v e  

r e a c h e d  t h e ir  d e s t in a t io n  a n d  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  a re  p a id  o f f  

in  s i lv e r  a n d  t h a n k e d  fo r  t h e ir  s e r v i c e .  I f  t h e y  p e r f o r m e d  

w e l l ,  t h e y ’r e  t o ld  t h e y  c a n  f in d  w o r k  w it h  t h e s e  s h ip p e r s  

a n y  t im e  in  t h e  fu t u r e .  C h a r a c t e r s  c a n ’t w a s t e  m u c h  

t im e  c l o s in g  a c c o u n t s  w it h  t h e ir  o w n  e m p lo y e r s  o r  s ig h t ­

s e e in g  in  W a t e r d e e p , h o w e v e r , o r  t h e y  l o s e  t h e  t r e a s u r e  

w a g o n s  in  t h e  c r o w d e d  m e t r o p o l is .

T h e  c u lt  w a g o n s  d o n ’t f o l l o w  t h e  s a m e  p a t te r n  a s  t h e  

o t h e r s  f r o m  t h e  c a r a v a n . I n s te a d , th e y  h e a d  f o r  t h e  n o r t h  

s id e  o f  th e  c i ty  b e f o r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  a  p la c e  t o  s p e n d  th e  

n ig h t . E v e r y o n e  w h o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  k n o w  to  b e  a s s o c i ­

a te d  w it h  t h e  c u lt  g a t h e r s  at t h e  s a m e  s p o t  b y  n ig h tfa ll .

A z b a r a  J o s  r e m a in s  w it h  t h e  c u lt is ts  d u r in g  t h is  t im e , 

a n d  J a m n a  e x p r e s s e s  h e r  d e s i r e  t o  s t ic k  w it h  t h e m  u n til 

t h e y  u n c o v e r  th e  t r e a s u r e ’s  d e s t in a t io n .

T h e  c u lt is ts  s p e n d  a  d a y  r e s t in g  t h e ir  h o r s e s  at a 

s t a b le  o n  t h e  n o r t h  s id e  o f  W a t e r d e e p . O t h e r  w a g o n s  a re  

a lr e a d y  t h e re ,  c o v e r t ly  c a r r y i n g  t r e a s u r e  f r o m  a ll o v e r  

t h e  S w o r d  C o a s t  t o  t h e  c o l l e c t i o n  p o in t .  D u r in g  t h e  day, 

s o m e  o f  th e  c u lt is ts  v is i t  a  la r g e  w a r e h o u s e  ju s t  in s id e  

t h e  n o r t h e r n  c it y  g a te , w h e r e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  s u p p l ie s  a re  

s t o c k p i le d  fo r  s h ip m e n t  n o r t h  a n d  w h e r e  w a g o n s  a re  

g a t h e r e d  a n d  lo a d e d  f o r  th e  tr ip .

I f  c h a r a c t e r s  a s k  a r o u n d  W a t e r d e e p ’s  n o r t h e r n  g a te  

a b o u t  a n y o n e  m a t c h in g  R e z m ir ’s  d e s c r ip t i o n , t h e y  h e a r  

r u m o r s  o f  a  h a l f -d r a g o n  b e in g  s ig h t e d  in  t h e  a r e a  at 

le a s t  a  t e n d a y  a g o . E v e r y o n e  r e m e m b e r s  t h e  in c id e n t ;  

c h r o m a t ic  h a l f -d r a g o n s  a r e  a lm o s t  n e v e r  s e e n , a n d  th e y  

t e n d  t o  c a u s e  a la r m  w h e n  t h e y  a re . I f  t h e  r u m o r  is  tr u e , 

t h e n  th e  h a l f -d r a g o n  w a s  t r a v e l in g  w i t h  a  s t r o n g  e s c o r t  

o f  m o u n t e d  g u a r d s ,  h e a d e d  n o r th . T h e  r u m o r  is  tr u e , o f  

c o u r s e ,  b u t  it c a n ’t b e  c o n f ir m e d  1 0 0  p e r c e n t .

B y  a s k in g  a r o u n d , c h a r a c t e r s  le a r n  th a t th e  r o a d  

t o  t h e  n o r t h , c a l le d  t h e  H ig h  R o a d ,  u s e d  t o  c o n n e c t  

W a t e r d e e p  to  t h e  c i ty  o f  N e v e rw in t e r . A  c o ld ,  c o a s t a l  

m a r s h  c a l le d  t h e  M e r e  o f  D e a d  M e n  la y  b e t w e e n  th e  

r o a d  a n d  t h e  c o a s t .  O v e r  t h e  y e a r s ,  th e  m e r e  c o n t in u a l ly

E p i s o d e  5:  C o n s t r u c t i o n  A h e a d



e x p a n d e d .  E a c h  t im e  it g r e w , it f lo o d e d  t h e  r o a d , w h ic h  

h a d  t o  b e  r e l o c a t e d  fa r t h e r  in la n d . T h a t  w a s  t h e  s itu a ­

t io n  u n til  a  c e n t u r y  a g o , w h e n  N e v e r w in t e r  w a s  n e a r ly  

d e s t r o y e d  b y  t h e  e r u p t io n  o f  M o u n t  H o t e n o w . W ith  

t h e  c i t y  in  r u in s ,  e f fo r t s  to  k e e p  t h e  r o a d  o p e n  s im p ly  

s t o p p e d . It n o  l o n g e r  s e r v e d  a  p u r p o s e .

B u t n o w , L o r d  N e v e r e m b e r  is  r e b u i ld in g  N e v e r w in t e r  

a n d  t h e  r o a d  is  n e e d e d  a g a in . T h e  w a r e h o u s e  v is ite d  

b y  th e  c u lt is t s  is  w h e r e  s h ip m e n t s  o f  s u p p l ie s  t o  th e  

r o a d -b u i ld in g  c a m p s  a re  c o o r d in a t e d .  I f  f r e ig h t  h a u le r s  

w e n t  t h e r e , it m u s t  h a v e  b e e n  t o  s e e  i f  t h e y  c o u l d  h a u l  

s u p p l ie s  to  t h e  r o a d -h e a d  fo r  p ay. A r e  th e y  h ir in g  g u a rd s  

f o r  s u p p ly  c a r a v a n s ?  S u r e ,  y o u  b e t  t h e y  a r e . T h e  M e r e  

o f  D e a d  M e n  is  w i ld  a n d  d a n g e r o u s . L o r d  N e v e r e m -  

b e r ’s  a g e n ts  in  t h is  e n d e a v o r  a re  p e r p e t u a l ly  lo o k in g  

f o r  l a b o r e r s  t o  b u i ld  t h e  r o a d  a n d  f ig h te r s  to  p r o t e c t  th e  

la b o r e r s .  T u r n o v e r  in  t h o s e  j o b s  is  p re t ty  h ig h .

N o r t h b o u n d , A g a i n

T h e  c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  n o  t r o u b le  g e t t in g  h ir e d  a s  w a g o n  

e s c o r t s  at th e  s u p p ly  w a r e h o u s e .  U n lik e  in  t h e  c a ra v a n , 

g u a r d s  a r e  n o t  h ir e d  b y  in d iv id u a l  w a g o n  m a s t e r s  b u t  b y  

t h e  H ig h  R o a d  C h a r t e r  C o m p a n y , a  c o n s o r t iu m  o f  g u i ld s  

a n d  n o b le  h o u s e s  p a r t n e r e d  w it h  L o r d  N e v e r e m b e r .  A  

h u m a n  v e te r a n  n a m e d  A r d r e d  B r i f e r h e w  c o m m a n d s  

th e  e n t ir e  c o n v o y . It c o n s i s t s  o f  s ix  s u p p ly  w a g o n s , 

t w e lv e  e s c o r t s  ( in c lu d in g  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  J a m n a ), 

a n d  t w o  d o z e n  la b o r e r s  m a r c h in g  o u t  to  r e l ie v e  a  g r o u p  

th a t is  c o m in g  b a c k  t o  W a t e r d e e p  fo r  s o m e  t im e  o ff. 

T h o s e  c u lt is t s  w h o  w e r e n ’t h ir e d  a s  t e a m s t e r s  f o r  t h e ir  

t h r e e  w a g o n s  a r e  c o m in g  a lo n g  a s  la b o r e r s .

T h e  c u lt is t s  a r e  n o t  h a p p y  t o  s e e  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  a g a in , 

s o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  th e  t a r g e t  o f  d ir t y  l o o k s .

T h e  w o r k  c a m p  t h e  c o n v o y  is  h e a d e d  t o w a r d  l ie s  2 0 0  

m i le s  u p  t h e  c o a s t .  F o r  m o s t  o f  th a t d is t a n c e ,  th e  r o a d  

w in d s  t h r o u g h  r o u g h  c o a s t a l  h i l ls  n e s t le d  b e t w e e n  th e  

S w o r d  M o u n t a in s  a n d  t h e  s e a . O n  th e  s e v e n t h  n ig h t , th e  

c o n v o y  c a m p s  o n  a  h i l l t o p  f r o m  w h ic h  c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  

t h e ir  fir s t  s ig h t  o f  th e  M e r e  o f  D e a d  M e n . It is  a  c h i ll  

t a n g le  o f  t r e e s ,  b r u s h , b o g g y  g r o u n d , s t a n d in g  w a te r , 

r e e d s ,  a n d  c a t - ta i ls  s t r e t c h in g  fa r t h e r  th a n  th e  e y e  c a n  

s e e .  T h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  tr ip  is  w it h in  s ig h t  o f  t h e  m e r e . T h e  

d e s t in a t io n  is  r e a c h e d  s o m e t i m e  o n  t h e  te n th  d ay.

E n c o u n t e r s  N o r t h  o f  W a t e r d e e p

N o t h in g  m u c h  n e e d s  to  h a p p e n  o n  th e  tr ip  n o r t h  o f  

W a t e r d e e p . Y o u  c a n  n a r ra te  t h r o u g h  it q u ick ly . A t  y o u r  

o p t io n , u s e  th e  r a n d o m  e n c o u n t e r s  b e l o w  t o  s p i c e  u p  

t h e  jo u r n e y . R o l l  a  d 2 0  e a c h  d a y  a n d  u s e  th e  in d ic a t e d  

e n c o u n t e r .  A d d  2  t o  th e  r o l l  o n  d a y s  8 , 9 , a n d  10.

R e m e m b e r  th a t t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a re  ju s t  p a r t  o f  th e  

c o n v o y  e s c o r t .  T h e  m o n s t e r s  l is t e d  o n  t h e  E n c o u n t e r s  

N o r t h  o f  W a t e r d e e p  ta b le  a r e  t h o s e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  

m u s t  fig h t. A t t h e  s a m e  t im e , N P C  m e m b e r s  o f  th e  

e s c o r t  a r e  d e a l in g  w it h  a d d it io n a l  m o n s t e r s  n o t  l is t e d  

h e r e .  A s s u m e  th a t m o n s t e r s  a n d  th e  t r a v e le rs  a r e  at 

h ig h  r e a d in e s s  b e fo r e  t h e s e  e n c o u n t e r s .  A ft e r  e a c h  

e n c o u n t e r ,  r o l l  1d 4  -  2 . T h e  r e s u lt  is  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  N P C  

e s c o r t s  k i l le d  e l s e w h e r e  in  t h e  b a ttle .

En c o u n t er s N o r t h  o f  W a t er d eep

d20 Encounter

1 - 14 N o  e n c o u n t e r

15 12 h u m a n  b an d i t s

16 1 t r o l l

17 4  o r c s  an d  1 o g r e

18 2 o g r es

19 3 l i z a r d f o l k  an d  3 g i an t  l i z a r d s

20 6 l i z a r d f o l k

21 8 g i an t  f r o g s

22 12 b u l l y w u g s

C a r n a t h  R o a d h o u s e
T h e  c o n v o y ’s  d e s t in a t io n  is  th e  C a r n a t h  R o a d h o u s e , a  

c o m p o u n d  th a t s e r v e d  a s  a  h o s t e l r y  o n  th e  tr a d e  r o a d  

b e t w e e n  W a t e r d e e p  a n d  N e v e r w in t e r  in  t h e  d a y s  w h e n  

t r a d e  f lo u r is h e d . It fe ll  in t o  d is u s e  w h e n  t r a d e  s t o p p e d ,  

b u t  n o w  th a t t h e  r o a d  is  b e in g  r e b u ilt , t h e  r o a d h o u s e  

h a s  b e e n  r e p a ir e d  a n d  p u t  t o  u s e  a s  a  s u p p ly  d e p o t  a n d  

w a g o n  p a r k . T h is  p a r t  o f  t h e  a d v e n t u r e  p la y s  l ik e  a  s p y  

s to ry . S t e a lt h y  c h a r a c t e r s  s h o u ld  f in d  p le n ty  to  d o  h e r e .

E s s e n t i a l  I n g r e d i e n t s

T h e  w o r k  c a m p  is  e x a c t ly  w h a t  it a p p e a r s  t o  b e :  a  s u p p ly  

d e p o t  fo r  t h e  r o a d  b u i ld e r s .  It is  a ls o  s o m e t h in g  m o r e , 

h o w e v e r :  a  t ra n s it  p o in t  f o r  th e  c u l t ’s  c o n t r a b a n d  c o m in g  

u p  fr o m  t h e  s o u th .

W h e n  w a g o n s  a r r iv e  f r o m  th e  s o u th , t h e y  a r e  b r o u g h t  

in to  t h e  c o m p o u n d  o n e  o r  t w o  at a  t im e  fo r  u n lo a d in g , 

th e n  m o v e d  b a c k  o u t s id e  fo r  p a r k in g . T h e  c o m p o u n d  is 

c r o w d e d  w it h  f o o d , lu m b e r , a n d  m y r ia d  o t h e r  s u p p l ie s  in  

c r a t e s  a n d  b a r r e l s .  M a te r ia l th a t c a n ’t b e  le f t  e x p o s e d  to  

th e  c o ld ,  w e t  w e a t h e r  o r  is  e s p e c ia l l y  v a lu a b le  is  s t o r e d  

in  t h e  w a r e h o u s e  (a r e a  3 ), a n d  a n y t h in g  v a lu a b le  is  k e p t  

in  th e  l o c k e d  s t r o n g  r o o m  a t ta c h e d  t o  t h e  w a r e h o u s e  

(a r e a  4 ). O n ly  th e  c a m p  s u p e r in t e n d e n t ,  a  b u r ly  h a lf -o r c  

k n o w n  o n ly  a s  B o g  L u c k , h a s  a  k e y  t o  th a t in n e r  r o o m .

B o g  L u c k  w a s  r e c r u it e d  t o  t h e  C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n  

y e a r s  a g o .  T h e  o n ly  o u t w a r d  s ig n  o f  t h is  is  t h e  s c a b b a r d  

o f  h is  e v e r -p r e s e n t  s h o r t s w o r d ,  w h ic h  is  d e c o r a t e d  w it h  

a  d r a g o n  r e s e m b li n g  t h e  d e s ig n s  o n  t h e  s c a b b a r d s  c h a r ­

a c t e r s  s a w  in  th e  d r a g o n  h a t c h e r y  (a n d  p o s s ib ly  h a v e  

w it h  t h e m  st il l; s e e  a r e a  1 2  in  th a t s e c t io n ) .  W h e n  cu lt  

w a g o n s  a rr iv e , t h e ir  r o a d -b u i ld in g  c a r g o  is  u n lo a d e d  

in t o  th e  c o m p o u n d  n o r m a lly ,  b u t  B o g  L u c k  e n s u r e s  th a t 

th e  c o n t r a b a n d  is  s t o r e d  in  t h e  s t r o n g  r o o m . A ft e r w a r d , 

h e  g o e s  in t o  t h e  s t r o n g  r o o m  a lo n e  a n d  p a in t s  a  s y m b o l  

o n t o  e a c h  c a r t o n  b e lo n g in g  to  th e  cu lt .

In  t h e  f lo o r  o f  t h e  s t r o n g  r o o m  is  a  c a m o u f la g e d  t r a p ­

d o o r .  It c a n  b e  f o u n d  w it h  a  D C  10  W is d o m  ( P e r c e p t io n )  

c h e c k . T h e  t r a p d o o r  c o n n e c t s  t o  a  d r ip p in g , s l im y  t u n n e l  

th a t r u n s  5 0 0  y a r d s  in t o  a  d e n s e  s t a n d  o f  t r e e s  a n d  

b r u s h  at t h e  e d g e  o f  t h e  M e r e  o f  D e a d  M e n . A t n ig h t , 

w h e n  e v e r y o n e  in  t h e  c o m p o u n d  is  a s le e p  e x c e p t  fo r  a 

f e w  r o o f t o p  g u a r d s ,  l iz a r d f o lk  c r e e p  t h r o u g h  th e  t u n n e l  

a n d  t a k e  t h e  m a r k e d  c r a t e s  t o  a  l o c a t io n  in  t h e  m e r e  (th e  

s u b je c t  o f  e p is o d e  6 ).  T h e y  s e ld o m  p e r f o r m  t h is  t a s k  

o v e r  a  s in g l e  n ig h t  u n le s s  t h e  s h ip m e n t  is  v e r y  s m a ll .  

T y p ic a l ly  t h e y  ta k e  o n e  n ig h t  p e r  w a g o n .



1. C o u r t y a r d

M o s t  o f  th e  t im e , t h is  o p e n  c o u r t y a r d  is  c r o w d e d  w it h  

c r a t e s ,  b a r r e l s ,  a n d  s t a c k s  o f  s u p p l ie s .  T h e  d a m p  c l i ­

m a t e  m e a n s  th a t t h e  g r o u n d  is  m u d d y , e x c e p t  w h e n  th e  

t e m p e r a t u r e  is  b e lo w  fr e e z in g . T h e n  t h e  m u d  h a r d e n s  

in t o  u n e v e n , f r o s t - c o v e r e d  ru ts . A  p a th  is  k e p t  c le a r  f r o m  

t h e  g a te  t o  t h e  s t a b le s  s o  a n im a ls  c a n  b e  m o v e d , b u t 

d u r in g  b u s y  t im e s , th a t p a th  o f t e n  r u n s  u n d e r  th e  b a l ­

c o n y  in  f r o n t  o f  th e  d o o r s  t o  t h e  r o o m s .

2. St a b l e s

In  s o m e  w a y s , t h e  s t a b le s  a r e  t h e  m o s t  c o m fo r t a b le  

a r e a  o f  t h e  c o m p o u n d . W h e n  t h e  s t a b le s  a re  c r o w d e d , 

th e  h o r s e s ’ a n d  m u le s ’ b o d y  h e a t  k e e p s  th e  b u i ld in g  

w a r m . F o u r  s t a b le  b o y s  t a k e  c a r e  o f  th e  a n im a ls  a n d  

s l e e p  h e r e .  O n ly  th e  y o u n g e s t ,  a  q u ic k -w it te d  b o y  c a l le d  

W u m p , h a s  a n y  s u s p ic io n  th a t s o m e t h in g  m y s t e r io u s  

is  g o in g  o n . H e  k n o w s  n o t h in g  a b o u t  th e  C u lt  o f  th e  

D r a g o n , b u t  h e ’s  s h a r p  e n o u g h  t o  w o n d e r  w h y  a n y t h in g  

u s e d  b y  th e  r o a d  b u i ld e r s  n e e d s  t o  b e  l o c k e d  u p .

3. W a r e h o u s e

T h e  w a r e h o u s e  d o o r  is  la tc h e d  b u t  u n lo c k e d . S u p p l ie s  

th a t s h o u ld n ’t b e  le ft  e x p o s e d  to  t h e  w e a t h e r  a r e  s t o r e d  

h e r e :  f o o d  f o r  th e  p e o p l e  a n d  f o d d e r  fo r  a n im a ls .

4. St r o n g  R o o m

U n u s u a lly  v a lu a b le  c a r g o e s  a n d  p e r s o n a l  i t e m s  a re  

k e p t  in  t h e  s t r o n g  r o o m  u n d e r  l o c k  a n d  k ey . N o n e  o f  th e  

w o r k e r s  k n o w  o r  c a r e  w h a t  s o r t s  o f  r o a d -b u i ld in g  s u p ­

p l ie s  a re  c o n s id e r e d  s o  v a lu a b le  t h e y  m u s t  b e  l o c k e d  u p  

f o r  p r o t e c t io n . T h e y  ju s t  f o l l o w  B o g  L u c k ’s  in s t r u c t io n s  

a n d  s t a c k  t h in g s  w h e r e  t h e y ’r e  t o ld  t o  s t a c k  th e m .

S i n c e  t h e  s le e p in g  r o o m s  c a n ’t b e  l o c k e d , w o r k e r s  

a n d  t e a m s t e r s  o f t e n  h a v e  B o g  L u c k  l o c k  t h e ir  c a s h  a n d  

o t h e r  v a lu a b le s  in to  t h e  s t r o n g  r o o m  fo r  s a f e k e e p in g .

H e  k e e p s  a  r e c o r d  in  a l e d g e r  b o o k  o f  a ll t h e  p e r s o n a l  

i t e m s  s t o r e d  t h e r e  a n d  h a s  a  r e p u t a t io n  fo r  b e in g  m e t i c ­

u lo u s  a b o u t  m a k in g  s u r e  e v e r y o n e  g e t s  th e ir  b e lo n g i n g s  

b a c k — a ll o f  t h e ir  b e lo n g in g s  a n d  only t h e ir  b e lo n g i n g s .

T h e  k e y  fo r  t h is  r o o m  is  a lw a y s  o n  B o g  L u c k ’s  b e lt , b u t  

th e  l o c k  c a n  b e  o p e n e d  w it h  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  10  D e x t e r ­

ity  c h e c k  a n d  a  s e t  o f  t h ie v e s ’ t o o l s .

T h e  t r a p d o o r  is  l o c a t e d  in  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  th e  

r o o m . A n  e m p t y  c ra t e  n a i le d  o n t o  t h e  d o o r  c o v e r s  it; 

w h e n  t h e  d o o r  is  o p e n e d , th e  w h o le  c ra t e  t ip s  t o w a r d  

th e  n o r t h . B e in g  n a i le d  t o  t h e  flo o r , th e  c r a t e  f e e ls  s o l id  

a n d  fu l l to  a  c a s u a l  b u m p  o r  s h o v e . O n ly  w h e n  it ’s  t ip p e d  

d o e s  t h e  t r ic k  b e c o m e  o b v io u s .  It c a n  b e  d is c o v e r e d  w it h  

a  t h o r o u g h  2 0 - m in u t e  s e a r c h  o f  t h e  r o o m  o r  w it h  a  s u c ­

c e s s f u l  D C  15  W is d o m  (P e r c e p t io n )  c h e c k .

I f  c h a r a c t e r s  s e a r c h  t h e  s t r o n g  r o o m  d u r in g  th e  n ig h t , 

l iz a r d f o lk  s h o w  u p  to  c a r t  a w a y  c o n t r a b a n d . T h e r e  a re  

t h r e e  lizardfolk fo r  e v e r y  t w o  c h a r a c t e r s .



5. R o o m s

T h e  w a g o n  d r iv e r s ,  e s c o r t s ,  a n d  la b o r e r s  w h o  s ta y  at th e  

c o m p o u n d  s h a r e  t h e  r o o m s . N o n e  a re  p r iv a t e  r o o m s ; a ll 

h a v e  b u n k s  fo r  a t le a s t  fo u r  p e o p le ,  a n d  th e  la r g e r  r o o m s  

s le e p  s ix .  T h e y  c o n t a in  b u n k s , t r u n k s  fo r  b e lo n g i n g s ,  

a n d  w o o d e n  f lo o r s  c o v e r e d  w it h  r u s h e s .

N o n e  o f  th e  r o o m s  h a v e  l o c k s  o n  th e ir  d o o r s  e x c e p t  

B o g  L u c k ’s . I f  a s k e d  a b o u t  lo c k s ,  B o g  L u c k  e x p la in s  th a t 

t h e y  k e p t  f r e e z in g  in  c o l d  w e a t h e r  s o  p e o p l e  c o u ld n ’t g e t  

in t o  o r  o u t  o f  t h e ir  r o o m s . T h is  e x c u s e  is  c r e d ib le ;  th e  

u p p e r  r o o m  d o o r s ,  in  p a r t ic u la r , o f t e n  a re  c o a t e d  w it h  

i c e  in  t h e  m o r n in g . In  fa c t , B o g  L u c k  r e m o v e d  th e  lo c k s  

t o  s t r e n g t h e n  h is  e x c u s e  fo r  l o c k in g  th e  s t r o n g  r o o m .

6. B o g  L u c k ’s R o o m

B o g  L u c k  h a s  t h is  r o o m  t o  h im s e l f ,  s o  it ’s  m o r e  s p a c i o u s  

a n d  c o m fo r t a b le  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r s .  H e ’s  s e ld o m  h e r e  

e x c e p t  w h e n  s le e p in g , a n d  h e  k e e p s  t h e  d o o r  l o c k e d .

A  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  10  D e x t e r it y  c h e c k  w it h  t h i e v e s ’ t o o ls  

c a n  o p e n  it. D e s p it e  h is  c r u d e  m a n n e r ,  B o g  L u c k  is  a 

s o m e w h a t  e d u c a t e d  m a n , a s  e v i d e n c e d  b y  t h e  b o o k s  o f  

p h i l o s o p h y  a n d  n a t u r a l  h is t o r y  o n  h is  r e a d in g  sh e lf .

7. A r d r e d  B r i f e r h e w ’s R o o m

T h e  c o m m a n d e r  o f  t h e  h ir e d  g u a r d s  h a s  t h is  s m a l l  r o o m  

to  h im s e l f .  T h e r e  is  n o t h in g  r e m a r k a b le  a b o u t  it.

8 .  K i t c h e n

T h is  u p p e r  r o o m  is  u s e d  fo r  p r e p a r in g  f o o d  o n  a  la r g e  

s to v e . In  t h e  e v e n in g s ,  t h is  d o u b le s  a s  a  c o m m o n  r o o m  

w h e r e  p e o p le  g a th e r  to  s m o k e , d r in k , s w a p  s t o r ie s ,  

a n d  k e e p  w a r m . E v e n tu a l ly  th e  c o o k , a  g r u m p y  h u m a n  

c a l le d  G r is t le  P e t e ,  k ic k s  e v e r y o n e  o u t  s o  h e  c a n  u n r o l l  

h is  m a t t r e s s  a n d  b la n k e t s  a n d  g e t  s o m e  s le e p .

I f  c h a r a c t e r s  l is t e n  c a r e f u l ly  t o  G r is t le  P e t e ’s  m u tte r - 

in g s  a s  h e  w o r k s  a r o u n d  h is  k itc h e n , t h e y ’ ll h e a r  h im  

t a lk in g  in  c i r c l e s  to  h im s e l f  a b o u t  h o w  h e  " . . .  d o n ’t g e t  

n o  s le e p  fr o m  a ll t h e  c r it t e r s  in  t h e  f lo o r s  b a n g in g  a n d  

k n o c k in g  a n d  h is s in g  a n d  w h is p e r in g  a t a ll h o u r s ” a n d  

s o  o n . T h e  n o is e s  h e  h e a r s  a n d  m is t a k e s  f o r  r a ts  a re  th e  

l iz a r d f o lk  r e t r ie v in g  c o n t r a b a n d  f r o m  t h e  s t r o n g  r o o m  

b e lo w . I f  q u e s t io n e d , h e  h e a r s  t h e  n o i s e s  e v e r y  n o w  

a n d  t h e n , n o t  e v e r y  n ig h t . I f  p r e s s e d , h e  r e a l iz e s  th a t 

th e  s o u n d s  h a p p e n  a  f e w  n ig h t s  a ft e r  a  n e w  lo a d  g e ts  

d r o p p e d  o f f. N o w  a in ’t th a t s o m e  o d d b a l l  ra t b e h a v io r ?

T r a c k i n g  t h e  L o a d

C h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  a  f e w  w a y s  t o  c o l l e c t  c lu e s  a b o u t  w h a t ’s  

h a p p e n in g  at th e  w o r k  c a m p . J a m n a  c a n  h e lp  o u t w it h  

t h e s e  t a s k s  i f  n o n e  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  u p  to  it.

• I f  th e y  w a t c h  t h e  w a g o n s  b e in g  u n lo a d e d , t h e y ’ ll 

n o t i c e  B o g  L u c k  d ir e c t i n g  la b o r e r s  t o  c a r r y  th e  c r a t e s  

b r o u g h t  f r o m  th e  G r e e n f ie ld s  in t o  t h e  w a r e h o u s e .  I f  

t h e y  h a v e  a  c h a n c e  to  s e e  w h a t ’s  g o i n g  o n  in  th e  w a r e ­

h o u s e , t h e y  s e e  th a t a ll th e  c r a t e s  g o  in t o  t h e  s t r o n g  

r o o m . I f  t h e y  d o n ’t l o o k  in s id e  t h e  w a r e h o u s e  w h ile  

t h e  w a g o n s  a r e  u n lo a d e d  b u t  in s p e c t  th e  w a r e h o u s e  

la ter, t h e y  w o n ’t f in d  a n y  o f  th e  c r a t e s ;  th e  o n ly  o t h e r  

p la c e  t h e y  c o u l d  h a v e  g o n e  is  in t o  t h e  s t r o n g  r o o m .

• G r is t le  P e t e ,  w h o  s le e p s  a b o v e  th e  s t r o n g  r o o m , h e a r s  

s t r a n g e  n o is e s  o n  c e r t a in  n ig h t s .  H e  m i s t a k e s  t h o s e  

n o i s e s  fo r  ra ts , b u t  t h e y  c o m e  f r o m  l iz a r d f o l k  c a r r y i n g  

c o n t r a b a n d  in t o  t h e  t u n n e l  b e n e a t h  t h e  s t r o n g  r o o m .

• T h e y  c a n  t a k e  th e  d ir e c t  a p p r o a c h  a n d  in s p e c t  th e  

s t r o n g  r o o m  s u r re p t it io u s ly . T h is  l e a d s  t o  a  f ig h t  w it h  

l iz a r d f o lk  i f  c h a r a c t e r s  s e a r c h  t h e  r o o m  in  t h e  d e a d  

o f  n ig h t . G e t t in g  in  b y  p ic k in g  t h e  l o c k  is  th e  s a f e s t  

a p p r o a c h . T r y in g  to  lif t  th e  k e y  fr o m  B o g  L u c k ’s  b e lt  

c a n  w o r k ,  b u t  it ’s  r isk y . I f  h e  c a t c h e s  s o m e o n e  in  th e  

a tte m p t, a  b e a t in g  is  t h e  b e s t  t h e y  c a n  h o p e  for . A  

s m a r t  c h a r a c t e r  s u b m it s  to  t h is  h u m ilia t io n , b e c a u s e  

f ig h t in g  b a c k  m e a n s  th a t B o g  L u c k  c a l ls  e v e r y o n e  e ls e  

to  h e lp  h im  p u n is h  th e  th ie f, a n d  a ll t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  

o s t r a c i z e d  f r o m  t h e n  o n . T a k in g  th e  b e a t in g  m e a n s  

B o g  L u c k  k e e p s  t h e  in c id e n t  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  o f  th e m .

• C h a r a c t e r s  c a n  a r r a n g e  t o  h a v e  a  r o o m  n e x t  t o  th e  

C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n  t e a m s t e r s  a n d  l is t e n  t h r o u g h  th e  

w a lls  to  t h e  c u l t is t s ’ c o n v e r s a t i o n . T h e y  c a n ’t m a k e  o u t  

e n t ir e  c o n v e r s a t io n s ,  b u t  t h e y  d o  p ic k  o u t  th e  w o r d s  

“ s t r o n g  r o o m ,” “ t u n n e l ,” “ l iz a r d fo lk ,”  a n d  “ B o g  L u c k .”

• T a lk in g  t o  o t h e r  e s c o r t s  a n d  w a g o n  d r iv e r s  y ie ld s  

s o m e  in t e r e s t in g  o b s e r v a t io n s  b u t  n o  c o n c r e t e  le a d s .  

M o s t  o f  t h e  o t h e r s  w h o  c a m e  a lo n g  o n  t h e  h a u l  n o r t h  

o f  W a t e r d e e p  a g r e e  th a t t h e r e ’s  s o m e t h in g  s t a n d o f f is h  

a b o u t  t h e  c u lt is ts  ( th e y  d o n ’t u s e  th a t w o r d ) .

• S e a r c h i n g  th e  c u lt i s t s ’ t w o  r o o m s  t u r n s  u p  s o m e t h in g  

a  p e r s o n a l  b a g  c o n t a in in g  s ix  p o l i s h e d  g e m s  a n d  

s m a ll,  e a s i ly  c o n c e a l e d  i t e m s  o f  je w e lr y ,  a ll t o g e t h e r  

w o r t h  a b o u t  1 ,4 0 0  g p . T h e  c u lt is t s  h a v e  a  t h ie f  a m o n g  

th e m : a  h a l f -e l f  n a m e d  L a r io n  K e e n b la d e .  I f  h e  c a n  

b e  id e n t i fie d  a n d  a c c o s t e d  a w a y  fr o m  t h e  o t h e r s ,  h e  

m ig h t  a g r e e  to  h e lp  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  in  e x c h a n g e  fo r  

th e ir  h e lp  g e tt in g  a w ay .

G r u d g e  M a t c h

A  fr ie n d  o f  th e  c u lt is t  m u r d e r e d  b y  J a m n a  h a s  n u r tu r e d  a 

g r u d g e  a g a in s t  a  c h a r a c t e r  s in c e  th a t in c id e n t .  N o w  th a t 

th e ir  lo a d  is  s a fe ly  d e liv e r e d  a n d  t h e  m is s io n  is  c o m p le t e ,  

th is  c u lt is t  c a n  s e e k  v e n g e a n c e  fo r  h e r  s la in  fr ie n d .

A t  a n  o p p o r t u n e  t im e , th e  c u lt is t  t r ie s  t o  g o a d  th e  

c h a r a c t e r  in to  a  f ig h t. S h e ’ ll u s e  a n y  in c id e n t  s h e  c a n  

fr o m  t h e ir  t im e  to g e th e r ,  in c lu d in g  t h e  m u r d e r , to  

q u e s t io n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r ’s  c o u r a g e  a n d  f ig h tin g  a b i li ty  in  

f ro n t  o f  e v e r y o n e . I f  th e  c h a r a c t e r  r e f u s e s  t o  b ite , th e  

c u lt is t  d o e s n ’t b a c k  d o w n . T h e  N P C  w a n t s  b lo o d  a n d  

w o n ’t s e t t le  fo r  a n y t h in g  le s s .  S h e  d r a w s  h e r  s w o r d  a n d  

a t ta c k s .  T h e  c u lt is t  u s e s  t h e  s ta ts  o f  a  veteran.

A s  fa r  a s  t h e  o t h e r  cu lt is t s ,  t e a m s t e r s ,  a n d  h ir e d  

g u a r d s  a r e  c o n c e r n e d , t h is  is  a  p e r s o n a l  is s u e  b e t w e e n  

t h e s e  t w o . I f  th e  c h a r a c t e r  b a c k s  d o w n ,  e v e r y o n e  

a s s u m e s  th e  c h a r a c t e r  is  a  c o w a r d  a n d  t r e a t s  t h is  c h a r ­

a c te r  w it h  d is r e s p e c t  fo r  th e  r e s t  o f  h is  o r  h e r  t im e  at 

th e  c a m p . I f  o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r s  ju m p  in to  t h e  fig h t at t h e ir  

c o m p a n io n ’s  s id e ,  m o r e  c u lt is ts  d o  t h e  s a m e  (tre a t t h e m  

a s  t w e lv e  guards). B o g  L u c k  a n d  A r d r e d  B r i fe r h e w  

p re v e n t  a n y o n e  e l s e  f r o m  jo i n in g  in , b u t t h e y  d o n ’t m in d  

w a t c h i n g  s o m e  l im ite d  b lo o d s h e d  to  b r e a k  th e  b o r e d o m .

T h e  c u lt is t  m e a n s  to  k i ll  t h e  c h a ra c te r , a n d  s h e  w i l l  i f  

s h e  w in s  t h e  d u e l ( c o n t in u in g  t o  s ta b  t h e  b o d y  a f t e r  th e  

c h a r a c t e r  is  at 0  h it p o in ts )  a n d  n o  o n e  s t o p s  h er.



E p i s o d e  6 :  C a s t l e  N a e r y t a r

T
h e  t u n n e l  f r o m  th e  r o a d h o u s e  e m e r g e s  in  a  s p o t  

n e a r b y  t h a t ’s  s c r e e n e d  b y  t r e e s  a n d  b r u s h  fr o m  

th e  c a m p .  A s  c h a r a c t e r s  a p p r o a c h  t h r o u g h  th e  

t u n n e l,  h a v e  e v e r y o n e  m a k e  a  D C  10  W is d o m  ( P e r c e p ­

t io n )  c h e c k . T h o s e  w h o  s u c c e e d  h e a r  b e s t ia l  v o i c e s  

a h e a d , g r o w lin g  a n d  m u r m u r in g  in d is t in c t ly  in  D r a ­

c o n i c .  F r o m  t h e r e ,  a  t ra i l le a d s  in t o  th e  M e r e  o f  D e a d  

M e n , w h e r e  a  m ix  o f  s w a m p  d e n iz e n s  a n d  c u lt is t s  o f  th e  

d r a g o n  v ie  f o r  p o w e r  a t t h e  r u in s  o f  C a s t le  N a e r y ta r .

T h is  s to u t , s t o n e  c a s t l e  w a s  t h e  h o m e  o f  a  h a l f -e l f  

w iz a r d ,  b u t  h e  a b a n d o n e d  it l o n g  a g o  w h e n  t h e  s w a m p  

c l a im e d  t h e  a re a . F o r  a  t im e , a  g r o u p  o f  a s t r o lo g e r s  

c a l le d  th e  A c a d e m y  o f  S t a r g a z e r s  t o o k  o v e r  th e  s t r u c ­

tu r e ,  b u t t h e y  v a n is h e d  m y s t e r io u s ly  a f te r  a  f e w  y e a r s .  

N o  o n e  k n o w s  w h a t  b e c a m e  o f  t h e m . B e f o r e  t h e  g r o u p ’s  

d e s t r u c t io n , th e  m e m b e r s  m o d if i e d  t h e  c a s t l e  b y  b u i ld ­

in g  a n  o b s e r v a t o r y  in to  t h e  t o p  f lo o r  o f  th e  k e e p . S o m e  

o f  t h e ir  m a g i c a l  v ie w in g  e q u ip m e n t  is  s t il l t h e re .

N o w  th e  C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n  h a s  m o v e d  p e o p l e  in to  

C a s t le  N a e r y ta r  a n d  f o r m e d  s h a k y  a l l ia n c e s  w it h  n e a r b y  

s w a m p  d w e lle r s ,  b u t  t h e  s u r r o u n d in g  s w a m p la n d  is  fa r  

f r o m  u n d e r  a n y o n e ’s  c o n t r o l .  T h e  c u lt  b r o u g h t  l iz a r d ­

fo lk ,  b u l ly w u g s , a n d  a  p a ir  o f  b la c k  d r a g o n s  t o g e t h e r  in  

a n  u n s t a b le  a l l ia n c e ,  b u t  t h e  fa c t io n s  a re  r iv e n  b y  d e e p  

d is t ru s t  th a t o u t s id e r s  c a n  e x p lo it .

T r a v e l i n g  t o  t h e  C a s t l e

C a s t le  N a e r y t a r  is  n o t  ju s t  a  s t o n e ’s  t h r o w  d o w n  th e  

r o a d . It s its  f i f t e e n  m ile s  f r o m  t h e  w o r k  c a m p — fif te e n  

c o ld ,  m u d d y , d i fficu lt  m i le s .  It t a k e s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  

t w o  d a y s  to  c o v e r  th a t g r o u n d  at a  m o d e r a t e  p a c e .  

F o r tu n a te ly , th e  tra il is  m a r k e d  b y  t h e  l iz a r d f o l k  w h o  

t r a n s p o r t  c o n t r a b a n d  t h r o u g h  t h e  m e r e  t o  C a s t le  N a e r ­

y t a r  fo r  t h e  cu lt . W it h o u t  t h e  tra il, f in d in g  th e  c a s t le  in  

t h is  s n a r le d , c o n f u s i n g  m a z e  w o u ld  d e p e n d  m o r e  o n  

lu c k  t h a n  s k i l l.  T h i s  t r a i l d o e s n ’t m a k e  tr a v e l  e a s y ; t h e  

l iz a r d f o lk ’s  tr a i l is  s t il l t r e a te d  a s  d if ficu lt  t e r ra in . It o n ly  

s h o w s  th e  d ir e c t i o n  to  g o .

Day 1. T h e  f ir s t  d a y ’s  tr a v e l  is  b y  f o o t  t h r o u g h  t a n g le d  

m a r s h . T h e  g r o u n d  is  w h a t  p a s s e s  fo r  d r y  in  t h e  m e r e : 

e v e n  “ s o l i d  g r o u n d ” is  s o g g y , w it h  w a t e r  v e r y  n e a r  th e  

s u r f a c e .  L i z a r d fo lk  p o r t e r s  c a r r y  t h e  c u lt ’s  c o n t r a b a n d  

o n  t h e ir  b a c k s  a lo n g  th is  p o r t io n  o f  th e  tra il, a n d  th e ir  

t r a c k s  c a n  b e  p la in ly  s e e n  w h e r e  t h e  p a th  c r o s s e s  w e t  

g r o u n d . M u c h  o f  th e  p a t h  is  t h r o u g h  m u c k y , c o ld ,  k n e e -  

d e e p  w a te r . O n  t h o s e  s t r e t c h e s ,  b la z e  m a r k s  a r e  cu t  

in to  t r e e s  t o  k e e p  p o r t e r s  o n  t h e  r ig h t  c o u r s e .  N o  s k i ll  

c h e c k s  a re  n e e d e d  t o  a v o id  g e tt in g  l o s t  a s  l o n g  a s  c h a r ­

a c t e r s  s t ic k  to  t h e  tra il. I f  c h a r a c t e r s  le a v e  t h e  tra il, t h e n  

a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  15  W is d o m  (S u r v iv a l )  c h e c k  is  n e e d e d



t o  f in d  it a g a in . E a c h  c h e c k  e q u a t e s  to  a n  h o u r  o f  s e a r c h ­

in g , w h ic h  c a l ls  f o r  a  r a n d o m  e n c o u n t e r s  c h e c k .

Evening 1. A ft e r  s e v e n  m i le s  o f  p r o g r e s s ,  c h a r a c t e r s  

r e a c h  a  c a m p s i t e  at t h e  a p p r o x im a t e  h a l fw a y  p o in t  o n  

t h e  tr ip  b e t w e e n  t h e  w o r k  c a m p  a n d  C a s t le  N a e r y ta r .

It  i s n ’ t  m u ch  o f  a c a m p — j u s t  a c l e a r i n g  t h a t ’s s l i g h t l y  

d r i e r  t h a n  t h e  m u ck  y o u ’v e  b een  w a d i n g  t h r o u g h — b u t  

f o u r  w i c k e r  lean - t o s an d  a s t o n e  p l a t f o r m  (f o r  l i g h t i n g  a 

f i r e  a b o v e  t h e  so g g y  g r o u n d ) c o m m a n d  a t t e n t i o n  in  t h i s  

w i l d e r n e s s .  T h r e e  d u g o u t  c a n o e s  a r e  d r a w n  u p  n ear  o n e  

o f  t h e  l ean - t o s.

A  f e w  d o z en  y ar d s  b ey o n d  t h e  c a m p s i t e  in  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  

y o u ’v e  b een  t r av e l i n g ,  d r y  l an d  en d s .  O t h e r  t h a n  m o ss-  

co v e r e d  t r ee s ,  f a l l en  l o g s,  an d  t h i c k  c l u m p s  o f  r eed s , 

n o t h i n g  r i ses  ab o v e  t h e  s t i l l ,  b l ack  w a t er .

E a c h  c a n o e  h a s  t h r e e  p a d d le s  a n d  is  la r g e  e n o u g h  to  

h o ld  fiv e  h u m a n s  w it h o u t  m u c h  g e a r , o r  t w o  o r  t h r e e  

w it h  p a c k s  a n d  o t h e r  g e a r . I n s id e  t h e  le a n -t o s  a re  a  fe w  

b a s k e t s  c o n t a in in g  s m o k e d  f is h  (e d ib le )  a lo n g  w it h  s o m e  

l iz a r d s  a n d  b ir d s  th a t h a v e  b e e n  s m a s h e d  fla t a n d  d r ie d  

in  t h e  s u n  (v e r y  u n a p p e t iz in g  to  h u m a n s  b u t  e d ib le ) .

I f  c h a r a c t e r s  a r r iv e  b e f o r e  d u s k , th e  c a m p  is  e m p t y  

a n d  t h e y  c a n  e x p lo r e  it s a fe ly . N o  r a n d o m  e n c o u n t e r s  

b o t h e r  c h a r a c t e r s  w h ile  t h e y ’r e  in  t h e  c a m p s it e .  A s  th e  

s u n  b e g in s  t o  s e t ,  n in e  lizardfolk p a d d le  u p  in  t h r e e  

c a n o e s .  T h e y  a re  t r a v e l in g  f r o m  C a s t le  N a e r y t a r  to  th e  

r o a d h o u s e  t o  p ic k  u p  a  l o a d  o f  c o n t r a b a n d . T h e  l iz a r d ­

fo lk  e x p e c t  n o  t r o u b le  n e a r  t h e ir  c a m p , s o  i f  c h a r a c t e r s  

p o s t e d  a  w a t c h , t h e n  t h o s e  c h a r a c t e r s  w h o  a re  a c t iv e ly  

o n  w a t c h  n o t i c e  t h e  a p p r o a c h in g  l iz a r d f o lk  a u t o m a t i ­

c a l ly  a n d  t h e  l i z a r d f o l k  a re  s u r p r is e d . I f  c h a r a c t e r s  lit a 

f ire , h o w e v e r , t h e n  th e  l iz a r d f o l k  s m e ll  t h e  s m o k e  f r o m  

q u ite  a  d is t a n c e  a w a y  a n d  k n o w  s o m e o n e  is  in  t h e  c a m p . 

T h e y  a s s u m e  it ’s  m o r e  o f  t h e ir  o w n  k in d  r e t u r n in g  f r o m  

th e  w o r k  c a m p  w it h  t r e a s u r e  b o u n d  fo r  C a s t le  N a e r y ta r , 

b u t  t h e  m e r e  is  f i l le d  w it h  p o t e n t ia l  e n e m ie s  a n d  o n e  

n e v e r  k n o w s  f o r  s u r e ,  s o  th e ir  a p p r o a c h  is  m o r e  c a u ­

t io u s  i f  t h e y  s m e ll  s m o k e . In  th a t c a s e ,  c h a r a c t e r s  w it h  

p a s s iv e  W is d o m  ( P e r c e p t io n )  s c o r e s  o f  10  n o t i c e  th e  

a p p r o a c h in g  l iz a r d f o lk  c a n o e s  b e fo r e  t h e  l iz a r d f o l k  s p o t  

t h e  s t r a n g e r s  in  t h e ir  c a m p .

T h e s e  l iz a r d f o l k  w o n ’t n e g o t ia t e  o r  c o n v e r s e  w ith  

c h a r a c t e r s .  T h e y ’v e  b e e n  t o ld  b y  th e  e l f  w h o  c o m m a n d s  

o p e r a t i o n s  at C a s t le  N a e r y ta r  th a t s t r a n g e r s  in  t h e  m e r e  

a re  to  b e  k i l le d  o r  c a p t u r e d  b u t  n e v e r  e n g a g e d  in  c o n v e r ­

s a t io n . I f  t h e y  a r e  c a p t u r e d  a n d  t ie d  u p , a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  

10  C h a r is m a  ( I n t im id a t io n ) o r  D C  15 C h a r is m a  ( P e r s u a ­

s io n )  c h e c k  l o o s e n s  t h e ir  t o n g u e s .  I f  th e  l iz a r d f o lk  a r e n ’t 

t ie d  u p , c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  d is a d v a n t a g e  o n  t h e s e  r o l l s  

b e c a u s e  t h e  l iz a r d f o lk  t h in k  t h e m  s o f t -h e a r t e d .

L iz a r d f o lk  k n o w  th a t t h e y ’r e  t r a n s p o r t in g  t r e a s u r e  to  

t h e  c a s t le .  T h e  “d r a g o n  k n e e le r s ”  ta k e  it in t o  t h e  c a s t le ,  

a n d  t h e  l iz a r d f o lk  n e v e r  s e e  it a g a in . T h e y  a r e  p a id  in  

s t e e l  b la d e s  ( th e y  h a v e  n o  a b i li ty  t o  m a n u fa c t u r e  w it h  

m e t a l )  a n d  m a g ic  t a l is m a n s . A l l  t h e  l iz a r d f o lk  w e a r  

n e c k l a c e s  a n d  b r a c e l e t s  m a d e  o f  b o n e , te e th , fe a t h e r s ,  

c a r v e d  s o f t  s t o n e , a n d  lea th e r . O n  c l o s e  in s p e c t io n , 

c h a r a c t e r s  s e e  m ix e d  in  a m o n g  t h e s e  t h in g s  t r a c e s  o f

c iv i l iz a t io n : g l a s s  b e a d s , c o in s ,  c o s t u m e  je w e lr y ,  t in y  

m ir r o r s ,  a n d  s t a m p e d  c o p p e r  a n d  t in  a m u le t s  o f  t h e  s o r t  

th a t c a n  b e  b o u g h t  fo r  a  fe w  p e n n ie s  at a n y  t r in k e t  s h o p  

o r  s o u v e n ir  s ta n d . N o n e  o f  it is  m a g ic a l .

D u r in g  t h e  q u e s t io n in g , h a v e  e v e r y  c h a r a c t e r  m a k e  a 

C h a r is m a  c h e c k . W h ic h e v e r  c h a r a c t e r  s c o r e s  h ig h e s t  

m a k e s  a  s t r o n g  im p r e s s io n  o n  a  l iz a r d f o lk  ca p t iv e .  T h is  

l iz a r d fo lk ,  w h o s e  n a m e  is  S n a p ja w , is  u n h a p p y  a b o u t  

t h e  s it u a t io n  in  t h e  m e r e , a n d  h e  d e v e lo p s  t h e  n o t io n  

th a t t h e s e  s t r a n g e r s  c o u ld  b e  th e  k e y  t o  d r iv in g  o u t  th e  

c u lt is ts  a n d  t o  s la u g h t e r in g  t h e ir  c r u e l  b u l ly w u g  a l l ie s . 

S n a p ja w  t r ie s  t o  c o m m u n ic a t e  w it h  t h e  c h o s e n  c h a r a c ­

ter, b u t  h e  d o e s n ’t w a n t  a n y  o f  h is  c o m r a d e s  t o  k n o w . H e  

s p e a k s  e n o u g h  p id g in  C o m m o n  t o  c o n v e r s e  in  s im p le  

t e r m s , in  c a s e  n o  o n e  in  t h e  p a r t y  s p e a k s  D r a c o n ic .

H o w  S n a p ja w  g o e s  a b o u t  o p e n in g  a  d ia lo g  d e p e n d s  

o n  th e  s itu a t io n . I f  h e ’s  th e  o n ly  s u r v iv in g  l iz a r d f o l k  o r  

h e ’s  q u e s t io n e d  o u t  o f  e a r s h o t  f r o m  t h e  o t h e r s ,  h e  c a n  

s p e a k  o p e n ly .  I f  s e v e r a l  l iz a r d f o lk  a r e  t ie d  u p  a n d  t h e y ’re  

b e in g  q u e s t io n e d  to g e th e r ,  h e  c o u ld  s p r in k le  w o r d s  o f  

C o m m o n  in to  h is  D r a c o n ic  r e p l ie s ,  s u c h  a s  “ w a n t  to  

h e lp ” a n d  “ ta lk  a lo n e .”  I f  s e v e r a l  l iz a r d f o lk  a r e  t ie d  u p  

a n d  le ft  a lo n e  fo r  a  f e w  m in u te s ,  h e  c o u ld  s c r a t c h  a  s im ­

i la r  m e s s a g e  in t o  th e  g r o u n d . H e  m ig h t  t ry  p r o v o k in g  a 

c h a r a c t e r  in t o  a w r e s t l i n g  m a t c h  o r  a  d u e l  ( i f  y o u r  p la y ­

e r s  a re  th e  t y p e  t o  ta k e  u p  s u c h  a c h a l le n g e ) ,  a n d  t h e n  

w h is p e r  h is  m e s s a g e  in t o  t h e  c h a r a c t e r ’s  ea r.

I f  c h a r a c t e r s  d o n ’t m is t r e a t  S n a p ja w  a n d  d o n ’t k i l l  a n y  

m o r e  l iz a r d f o lk  t h a n  t h e y  n e e d  to , h e  b e c o m e s  a  r e l ia b le  

a lly  fo r  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e y  w o r k  a g a in s t  th e  c u lt  a n d  th e  

b u l ly w u g s . R o l l  a  d ie  fo r  e a c h  o f  th e  o t h e r  l i z a r d f o lk  c a p ­

t iv e s . O n  a n  e v e n  r o l l , S n a p ja w  p e r s u a d e s  th a t l iz a r d f o lk  

t o  jo i n  h is  l it t le  r e v o lt . O n  a n  o d d  ro l l , th a t N P C  r e f u s e s  

t o  c o o p e r a t e  u n d e r  a n y  c i r c u m s t a n c e .

Day 2. F r o m  th e  c a m p s i t e  o n , t h e  tr ip  t o  C a s t le  

N a e r y t a r  m u s t  b e  m a d e  b y  c a n o e . S n a p ja w  c a n  g u id e  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r s .  A  g u id e  is n ’t r e a l ly  n e c e s s a r y ,  b e c a u s e  

t h e  c o u r s e  is  m a r k e d  w it h  s y m b o ls  s c r a t c h e d  in t o  t r e e  

t r u n k s  a n d  t o t e m s  h u n g  f r o m  b r a n c h e s .

M e r e  o f  D e a d  M e n  

R a n d o m  E n c o u n t e r s

T h e  M e r e  o f  D e a d  M e n  is  a  p la c e  f il le d  w it h  d a n g e r o u s  

c r e a t u r e s .  R o l l  a  d 2 0  p e r  h o u r  o f  tra v e l; a n  e n c o u n t e r  

o c c u r s  o n  a  r o l l o f  1 8 - 2 0 .  D e t e r m in e  t h e  e n c o u n t e r  b y  

r o l l in g  o n  t h e  ta b le  b e lo w , o r  c h o o s e  a n  e n c o u n t e r .

M er e o f  D ea d  M en  En c o u n t er s

d12 Encounter

1 - 2 Bu l l y w u g s  (2  o r  3 p e r  c h a r a c t e r )

3 C r o c o d i l e s  (2  p e r  c h a r a c t e r )

4 G i a n t  f r o g s  (2  p e r  c h a r a c t e r )

5 G i a n t  l i z a r d s (2  p e r  ch a r a c t e r )

6 G i a n t  sp i d e r s  (1 p e r  ch a r a c t e r )

7 - 8 Li z a r d f o l k  (3  p e r  2 c h a r a c t e r s )

9 Q u i c k s a n d

10 Sh a m b l i n g  m o u n d

11 W i l l - o ’- w isp s (3 )

12 Yu an - t i  h u n t i n g  p a r t y  (see  b e lo w )



Bullywugs. B u l ly w u g s  p a t r o l  t h e  m e r e  h a p h a z a r d ly . 

B e fo r e  c h a r a c t e r s  r e a c h  t h e  m id w a y  c a m p s it e ,  th is  

e n c o u n t e r  is  w it h  t w o  b u l ly w u g s  p e r  c h a ra c t e r .  A ft e r  

c h a r a c t e r s  r e a c h  t h e  m id w a y  c a m p s i t e ,  t h is  e n c o u n t e r  

is  w it h  t h r e e  b u l ly w u g s  p e r  c h a r a c te r . N o t a ll b u l ly w u g s  

in  t h e  m e r e  w o r k  fo r  t h e  cu lt ,  b u t  a n y  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  ru n  

in t o  d o .

Crocodiles. A n  e n c o u n t e r  w it h  c r o c o d i l e s  a lw a y s  

o c c u r s  in  w a t e r  at le a s t  2  fe e t  d e e p . T h e  f ir s t  t im e  c h a r ­

a c t e r s  r u n  in t o  c r o c o d i l e s  in  t h e  m e r e , t h e  c r e a t u r e s  

h a v e  a d v a n t a g e  o n  th e ir  S t e a lt h  c h e c k .

Giant Frogs. G ia n t  f r o g s  u s e  t h e ir  s t ic k y  t o n g u e  

a tt a c k s  w h e n e v e r  th e y  c a n , a n d  t h e y  p r e f e r  h a l f lin g s ,  

g n o m e s , a n d  o t h e r  s m a l l  t a r g e t s  o v e r  c r e a t u r e s  t h e y  

c a n ’t s w a llo w .

Giant Lizards. G ia n t  l iz a r d s  o f  th e  M e r e  o f  D e a d  M e n  

h a v e  t h e  H o ld  B re a th  tra it. T h e r e  is  a  3 0  p e r c e n t  c h a n c e  

th a t t h e s e  a r e  t r a in e d  l i z a r d s  m o v in g  a h e a d  o f  a  l iz a r d ­

f o lk  e n c o u n t e r  g r o u p . I f  s o ,  t h o s e  l iz a r d f o lk  (s e e  b e lo w )  

a p p e a r  o n  t h e  s c e n e  at t h e  s ta r t  o f  th e  s ix t h  r o u n d  o f  

c o m b a t .

Giant Spiders. T h e  s p id e r s ’ w e b  is  n e a r ly  in v is ib le  in  

a n  a r e a  o f  h e a v y  fo g .  S p id e r s  o f  th e  M e r e  o f  D e a d  M e n  

h a v e  t h e  H o ld  B r e a t h  tra it.

Lizardfolk. T h e  l iz a r d f o l k  o f  t h e  m e r e  a r e  r e lu c ta n t  

a l l ie s  o f  th e  c u lt ,  m o s t ly  b e c a u s e  D r a lm o r r e r  B o r n g r a y  

a l l o w s  t h e  m o r e  n u m e r o u s  b u l ly w u g s  t o  p u s h  t h e m  

a r o u n d . T h e  o d d s  a r e  5 0  p e r c e n t  w h e t h e r  a  g r o u p  

o f  l iz a r d f o l k  w o r k s  f o r  t h e  c u lt  o r  is  in d e p e n d e n t .  A n  

in d e p e n d e n t  g r o u p  h e lp s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  i f  S n a p ja w  is  

p r e s e n t  t o  p e r s u a d e  t h e m . T h e y  w o n ’t t a c k le  t h e  cu lt  

o r  a  la r g e  g r o u p  o f  b u l ly w u g s  h e a d -o n , b u t  t h e y  c a n  

h e lp  b y  s c o u t i n g  a n d  c r e a t in g  d iv e r s io n s .  L i z a r d fo lk  

th a t d o  w o r k  fo r  th e  c u lt  a t ta c k  im m e d ia t e ly  i f  t h e y  s e e  

S n a p ja w  t ie d  l ik e  a  p r is o n e r .  I f  S n a p ja w  is  l o o s e  a n d  

c h a r a c t e r s  d o n ’t s e e m  h o s t i le  t o w a r d  h im , th e  l iz a r d fo lk  

h e s ita te , w o n d e r in g  w h e t h e r  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  a re  c u lt is ts  

t h e m s e lv e s .

Quicksand. A  c r e a t u r e  th a t s t e p s  in t o  t h e  q u ic k s a n d  

m u s t  s u c c e e d  o n  a  D C  11 D e x t e r it y  s a v in g  t h r o w  o r  s in k  

in t o  t h e  q u ic k s a n d  a n d  b e  r e s t r a in e d . O n  its  tu r n , a s  

p a r t  o f  its  m o v e m e n t ,  t h e  t r a p p e d  c r e a t u r e  c a n  e s c a p e  

b y  m a k in g  a  D C  1 5  S t r e n g t h  c h e c k . A n o t h e r  c r e a t u r e  

c a n  a tte m p t  to  p u l l  th e  r e s t r a in e d  c r e a t u r e  o u t  o f  th e  

q u ic k s a n d  a s  a n  a c t i o n  b u t  m u s t  s u c c e e d  o n  a  D C  15 

S t r e n g t h  c h e c k  to  d o  s o .  A s  in  a  m o v ie ,  th e  t r a p p e d  

c r e a t u r e  is  a lw a y s  m o r e  t h a n  5 fe e t  f r o m  th e  e d g e  o f  

t h e  q u i c k s a n d , s o  r e s c u e r s  c a n ’t ju s t  g r a b  t h e  c h a r a c te r ;  

t h e y  m u s t  f in d  a  v in e ,  a  r o p e , o r  a  p o le  a n d  t o s s  it to  

w h e r e  t h e  t r a p p e d  c h a r a c t e r  c a n  r e a c h  it.

Shambling Mound. A l l  th e  l iz a r d fo lk ,  S n a p ja w  

in c lu d e d , a re  te r r i f ie d  o f  “ t h e  w e e d  th a t w a lk s .”  I f  

it a p p e a r s  w h ile  S n a p ja w  is  w it h  th e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  h e  

s p e n d s  1 r o u n d  u r g in g  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  t o  f le e ,  th e n  d o e s  

s o  h im s e l f .  U n le s s  s o m e o n e  f o l l o w s  h im  im m e d ia t e ly ,  it 

w i l l  t a k e  a n  h o u r  t o  f in d  h im  a g a in .

Will-o’-Wisps. I f  t h is  e n c o u n t e r  o c c u r s  b e fo r e  c h a r ­

a c t e r s  r e a c h  t h e  m id w a y  c a m p , t h e  w i s p s  d o n ’t s h o w  

t h e m s e lv e s  im m e d ia t e ly  b u t  in s t e a d  fo l l o w  t h e  c h a r a c ­

t e r s  in v is ib ly  u n til  n ig h t fa ll . T h e n  t h e y  tr y  t o  lu r e  ju s t  

o n e  o r  t w o  c h a r a c t e r s  in to  fo l l o w in g  t h e m , b y  a p p e a r in g  

a s  in d is t in c t ,  f l i c k e r in g  la n t e r n s  p a s s in g  n e a r b y . A n y o n e

w h o  f o l l o w s  t h e  l ig h t s  e v e n  a  s h o r t  d is t a n c e  is  lu r e d  in to  

a  p a t c h  o f  q u i c k s a n d . I f  t h e  e n c o u n t e r  o c c u r s  a ft e r  c h a r ­

a c te r s  le a v e  t h e  m id w a y  c a m p , t h e n  t h e  w i l l - o ’-w is p s  u s e  

t h e  s a m e  t r ic k  b u t  in  h e a v y  m o r n in g  fo g , a n d  in s t e a d  o f  

lu r in g  c h a r a c t e r s  in t o  q u i c k s a n d , t h e y  lu r e  t h e m  t o  th e  

la ir  o f  V o a r a g h a m a n t h a r ,  th e  b la c k  d r a g o n .

Yuan-ti Hunting Party. A l l  r e s id e n t s  o f  t h e  m e r e , 

in c lu d in g  t h e  l iz a r d fo lk ,  t h e  c u lt is t s , a n d  e s p e c ia l l y  th e  

b u l ly w u g s , fe a r  a n d  d e s p is e  t h e  y u a n -t i . F o r  t h e ir  p a r t , 

t h e  y u a n -t i  d e s p is e  e v e r y o n e  r ig h t  b a c k , b u t  t h e y  h a v e  

n o  fe a r . T h is  g r o u p  o f  t w o  yuan-ti malisons ( ty p e  1) 

a n d  th r e e  yuan-ti purebloods is  h u n t in g  fo r  a n y  in te ll i­

g e n t  c r e a t u r e s  th a t w o u ld  b e  s u it a b le  s a c r i f i c e s  t o  th e ir  

lo n g -s lu m b e r in g  g o d  M e r r s h a u lk . Y u a n -t i  w o n ’t a lly  w it h  

a n y o n e  o r  a g a in s t  a n y o n e .

C a s t l e  N a e r y t a r

O v e r  a  c e n t u r y  a g o , a  h a l f -e l f  w iz a r d  b u i lt  a  c a s t le  at th e  

e d g e  o f  th e  M e r e  o f  D e a d  M e n . H e  l iv e d  t h e r e  a  re la t iv e ly  

s h o r t  t im e  b e fo r e  t h e  g r o w in g  s w a m p  f lo w e d  p a s t  th e  

c a s t l e  o n  a ll s id e s  a n d  m a d e  t h e  l o c a t io n  t o o  r e m o t e  fo r  

e v e n  h is  ta s t e . A ft e r  th e  s t r u c t u r e  s a t  a b a n d o n e d  fo r  

y e a r s ,  a  g r o u p  o f  a s t r o lo g e r s  c a l le d  t h e  A c a d e m y  o f  S t a r ­

g a z e r s  c la im e d  it. T h e y  b u i lt  a n  o b s e r v a t o r y  in to  t h e  to p  

le v e l  o f  th e  k e e p , w h e r e  t h e y  in s t a l le d  a  p ie c e  o f  m a g i c  

e q u ip m e n t  c a l le d  t h e  farseer of Illusk. B u t  t h e  a s t r o lo ­

g e r s  v a n is h e d  m y s t e r io u s ly  a ft e r  a  f e w  y e a r s .

A ft e r  th e  d is a p p e a r a n c e  o f  th e  a s t r o lo g e r s ,  t h e  c a s t le  

a g a in  fe ll  in to  d is u s e .  It w a s  b u i lt  t o  w it h s t a n d  its  c o ld ,  

w a t e r y  e n v ir o n m e n t ,  s o  t h e  e n c r o a c h in g  w a t e r  h a s n ’t 

u n d e r m in e d  t h e  w a lls  o r  f lo o d e d  th e  d u n g e o n . O v e r  

d e c a d e s  o f  a b a n d o n m e n t ,  h o w e v e r , it f i l le d  w it h  d e b r is  

a n d  a tt ra c te d  m a n y  u n p le a s a n t  d w e l le r s .  T h e n  R e z m ir  

h a p p e n e d  u p o n  t h e  c a s t le  o n  o n e  o f  h e r  t r ip s  in t o  th e  

m e r e  t o  s t u d y  a n d  n e g o t ia t e  w it h  t h e  b la c k  d r a g o n  

V o a r a g h a m a n t h a r .  R e z m ir  s u s p e c t e d  t h e  c a s t l e  c o u ld  

b e c o m e  a  u s e fu l  s t r o n g h o ld  f o r  h er, b e in g  l o c a t e d  s o  

c o n v e n ie n t ly  c l o s e  to  t h e  la ir  o f  a  b la c k  d r a g o n . S h e  

e x p lo r e d  t h e  s t r u c t u r e ,  c l e a r e d  t h e  g ia n t  s p id e r s  o u t o f  

t h e  to w e r , a n d  fo r g e d  a n  a l l ia n c e  w it h  th e  n e a r b y  t r ib e  o f  

b u l ly w u g s .

D u r in g  th a t t im e , t h e  h a l f -d r a g o n  w a s  s t il l t h in k in g  

o f  t h e  c a s t l e  s im p ly  a s  a  fo r t i f ie d  h id e o u t .  W h e n  s h e  

d is c o v e r e d  t h e  p o r t a l  in  th e  d u n g e o n  a n d  l e a r n e d  th a t 

it c o n n e c t e d  to  a n  a b a n d o n e d  l o d g e  in  t h e  G r a y p e a k  

M o u n t a in s ,  a  n e w  t h o u g h t  t o o k  s h a p e . L u g g in g  la r g e  

a m o u n t s  o f  t r e a s u r e  f if t e e n  m ile s  t h r o u g h  t h e  m e r e  

w o u ld  n o t  b e  e a sy , b u t  i f  it c u t  7 0 0  m ile s  o f  w a g o n  

t r a n s p o r t  o u t  o f  th e  p ic t u r e ,  it w o u ld  b e  w o r t h  t h e  d iffi­

c u lt y — e s p e c ia l l y  i f  b u l ly w u g s  a n d  l iz a r d f o l k  d id  a ll th e  

h a r d  w o r k . R e z m ir  la id  c la im  to  b o t h  s t r u c t u r e s ,  t u r n e d  

t h e  G r a y p e a k  M o u n t a in  h u n t in g  l o d g e  o v e r  to  a  t r u s te d  

C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n  a s s o c i a t e  (a  h a l f -e l f  n a m e d  T a lis  w h o  

n o w  d e s p is e s  R e z m ir — s e e  e p is o d e  7 ), a n d  s e t  a b o u t  

m a k in g  C a s t le  N a e r y t a r  a n  e s s e n t ia l  h u b  in  t h e  c u l t ’s  

t r e a s u r e -a m a s s in g  a c t iv ity  in  t h e  N o r th .

T h r o u g h  d ip lo m a c y  a n d  in t im id a t io n , a n d  b y  le v e r ­

a g in g  th e  in f lu e n c e  o f  V o a r a g h a m a n t h a r  w it h  th e  

m o n s t r o u s  c r e a t u r e s  o f  th e  m e r e , R e z m ir  c r e a t e d  a n  

u n e a s y  a l l ia n c e  in  th e  M e r e  o f  D e a d  M e n  a n d  b r o u g h t  

h e r  v i s io n  in t o  re a lity .



Fa c t i o n s

T h r e e  p o w e r  g r o u p s  o p e r a t e  a r o u n d  C a s t le  N a e r y ta r :  

t h e  C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n , a  b a n d  o f  b u l ly w u g s , a n d  a liz - 

a r d fo lk  t r ib e . T h e  b la c k  d r a g o n  V o a r a g h a m a n t h a r ,  a lo n g  

w it h  i ts  k o b o ld  a n d  l iz a r d f o l k  m in io n s ,  c o u ld  c o n s t it u t e  

a  fo u r t h  g r o u p  i f  it t o o k  a n  a c t iv e  h a n d  in  e v e n ts , b u t  fo r  

n o w  it is  b id in g  its  t im e  t o  s e e  h o w  e v e n ts  d e v e lo p .

R e z m ir ’s  t h r e e -w a y  a l l ia n c e  is  u n s t a b le .  T h e  c u lt is t s  

d e s p is e  l iv in g  in  t h e  s w a m p  a n d  h a v e  litt le  r e s p e c t  fo r  

t h e  b u l ly w u g s  o r  l iz a r d f o lk ;  t h e  le a d e r  o f  t h e  b u l ly w u g s  

w o u ld  l ik e  t o  s e i z e  C a s t le  N a e r y t a r  fo r  h is  o w n  p u r ­

p o s e s ;  th e  b u l ly w u g s  in  g e n e r a l  t a k e  e v e r y  o p p o r t u n it y  

t o  p u s h  a r o u n d  th e  l iz a r d fo lk ;  a n d  th e  l iz a r d f o l k  c h a fe  

u n d e r  t h e  a b u s e  o f  t h e  b u l ly w u g s  a n d  w o n d e r  w h y  

V o a r a g h a m a n t h a r  d o e s n ’t s t e p  in  to  p r o t e c t  t h e m .

Cu l t  o f  t h e  Dr a g o n

A lt h o u g h  R e z m ir  is  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  r e s u r r e c t in g  C a s tle  

N a e r y t a r  a n d  c l a im in g  it f o r  t h e  C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n  (in  

n a m e  o n ly ;  s h e  c o n s i d e r s  it h e r  p e r s o n a l  p r o p e r t y ) ,  a n  

e l f  W e a r e r  o f  P u r p l e  n a m e d  Dralmorrer Borngray ( s e e  

a p p e n d ix  B )  c o m m a n d s  t h e  c a s t le  

fo r  R e z m ir .  T h e  h a l f -d r a g o n  

n e e d s  to  s h o w  u p  o c c a s io n a l ly  

t o  r e m in d  t h e  b u l ly w u g s  a n d  

l iz a r d f o lk  th a t t h e  C u lt  o f  th e  

D r a g o n  is  r e a l ly  in  c h a r g e , b u t 

B o r n g r a y  r u n s  t h e  o p e r a t io n .

D r a lm o r r e r  B o r n g r a y  is  a  

m e m b e r  o f  th e  E ld r e t h  V a lu u th ra , a  

g r o u p  o f  e l f  s u p r e m a c is t s  d e d ic a t e d  to  

r e m o v in g  h u m a n it y  f r o m  F a e r u n . H e  

l o n g s  f o r  t h e  a g e  o f  g r e a t  e m p ir e s  b e f o r e  

h u m a n s  c la im e d  th e  c o n t in e n t .  B e in g  

f r o m  E v e r m e e t ,  h e  b e l ie v e s  th a t h is  

is la n d  h o m e  w i l l  b e  s a fe ly  s h e lt e r e d  

f r o m  t h e  d r a g o n s ’ r e ig n . E lv e s  o n  t h e  

m a in la n d  w i l l  s u ffe r , b u t  th a t w i l l  b e  a 

s m a ll  p r i c e  t o  p a y  fo r  th e  t e r r o r  th a t w il l  

fa l l o n  h u m a n ity .

T h e  e l f  i d o l iz e s  R e z m ir  in  a ll w a y s  b u t  o n e : 

h e  r u e s  h e r  d e c i s i o n  t o  e le v a t e  t h e  b u l ly w u g s  in  t h e ir  

a l l ia n c e .  In  B o r n g r a y ’s  o p in io n , t h e  l iz a r d f o lk  w o u ld  

b e  m o r e  u s e fu l ,  m o r e  r e l ia b le ,  a n d  m o r e  a p p r o p r ia t e  

a l l ie s  t h a n  t h e  r e p u ls iv e  b u l ly w u g s  a re . H e  c a n n o t  a lte r  

t h e  a r r a n g e m e n t  w it h o u t  c o u n t e r in g  R e z m ir ’s  o r d e r s ,  

b u t  B o r n g r a y  h a s  t a k e n  s m a ll  s t e p s  to  r e s t o r e  t h e  liz - 

a r d fo lk ’s  t r ib a l  p r id e , s u c h  a s  b y  t r y in g  to  t e a c h  t h e m  

m e t a l lu rg y . H is  e f fo r t  h a s  m e t  w it h  l it t le  s u c c e s s .

B o r n g r a y  is  lo y a l  t o  t h e  c u lt  a n d  y e a r n s  fo r  T ia - 

m a t ’s  r e t u r n . H e  g e n u in e ly  l o o k s  f o r w a r d  t o  th e  

w h o le  w o r ld  ly in g  h e lp le s s  u n d e r  t h e  c la w s  o f  

d r a g o n s , b o t h  b e c a u s e  t h a t ’s  w h e r e  t h e  w o r ld  

b e lo n g s ,  a n d  b e c a u s e  it w i l l  m e a n  th a t h is  

j o b  at C a s t le  N a e r y t a r  is  f in is h e d . T h e  s e c -  

o n d - b e s t  d a y  o f  h is  l ife  w i l l  b e  t h e  d a y  w h e n  B o r n g r a y  

c a n  s c r a p e  t h e  m u d  a n d  s t in k  o f  t h e  M e r e  o f  D e a d  M e n  

o f f  h is  b o o t s  a n d  r e t u r n  t o  s o m e p l a c e  c iv i l iz e d . H e  h a s  

n e v e r  m e n t io n e d  h is  d e s i r e  t o  le a v e  t o  th e  b u l ly w u g s , 

w h o m  h e  c o n s id e r s  r e v o lt in g  n e c e s s it i e s .

O n ly  a h a n d fu l  o f  t r u e  C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n  in it ia te s  a n d  

o f f i c e r s  r e s id e s  at th e  c a s t le .  A l l  o f  t h e m  a re  n o t e d  in  th e

c a s t le  d e s c r ip t io n . T h e y  a c t  a s  o v e r s e e r s  a n d  a id e s  to  

B o r n g r a y  a n d  R e z m ir .

Bu l l y wu g s

T h e  b a n d  o f  b u l ly w u g s  s e r v in g  t h e  C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n  

f o l l o w s  th e  d ic t a t e s  o f  Pharblex Spattergoo ( s e e  a p p e n ­

d ix  B ), a  r a re  b u l ly w u g  w h o  h a s  m a s t e r e d  s h a m a n is t ic  

m a g ic .  H is  “ r e l ig io n ” is  a  m is h m a s h  o f  c o n f u s e d  t ra d i­

t io n , b o r r o w e d  m y s t ic is m , h a l lu c in o g e n ic  in t o x ic a n t s , 

a n d  m a n u f a c t u r e d  l o r e  th a t s e r v e s  m o r e  a s  a  r o a d  to  

p e r s o n a l  p o w e r  f o r  P h a r b le x  t h a n  a s  a  s p ir itu a l  s y s t e m  

fo r  t h e  b u l ly w u g s . P h a r b le x ’s  s p e l lc a s t i n g  h o ld s  h is  f o l ­

lo w e r s  t o g e th e r , a n d  th a t m a k e s  h im  u s e fu l  t o  R e z m ir .

P h a r b le x  h o p e s  th a t w h e n  T ia m a t  r e t u r n s , R e z m ir  

w i l l  h a n d  C a s t le  N a e r y ta r  o v e r  t o  h im , a n d  h e  w i l l  

r u le  t h e  e n tir e  M e r e  o f  D e a d  M e n  fr o m  t h e  c a s t le .  T h e  

o n ly  o b s t a c l e  h e  s e e s  b e t w e e n  h im s e l f  a n d  h is  g o a l  is  

th e  c a s t l e ’s  c u r r e n t  m a s t e r ,  D r a lm o r r e r  B o r n g r a y ; th e  

n o t io n  th a t s o m e o n e  m ig h t  w a n t  t o  n o t  l iv e  in  a  s w a m p



h a s  n e v e r  e n t e r e d  P h a r b le x ’s  n a r r o w  m in d , a n d  th e  

b u l ly w u g  s e e m s  d e a f  t o  B o r n g r a y ’s  i r o n ic  a n d  s a r c a s t ic  

j a b s  at t h e  m e r e . W h e n  t h e  t im e  is  r ig h t, P h a r b le x  p la n s  

to  r e m o v e  t h e  e l f  f r o m  t h e  p ic t u r e  b y  a n y  m e a n s  n e c e s ­

s a r y . It is  u n l ik e ly  th a t h e  w o u ld  c h o o s e  t h e  m id d le  o f  a 

b a t t le  a g a in s t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  w h e n  h e  a n d  B o r n g r a y  a re  

f ig h t in g  s id e  b y  s id e , t o  b e t r a y  th e  e l f— b u t  i t ’s  n o t  i m p o s ­

s ib le .  I f  it l o o k s  l ik e  t h e  c u l t ’s  o p e r a t io n  at t h e  c a s t le  is  

d o o m e d , P h a r b le x  is  t h e  s o r t  o f  c r e a t u r e  w h o  w il l  s w it c h  

s id e s  t o  s a v e  h is  s l im y  s k in . T h e  t im in g  m u s t  b e  p e r fe c t ,  

b e c a u s e  h e  fe a r s  R e z m ir  m o r e  t h a n  h e  fe a r s  t h e  c h a r a c ­

te r s .  If, h o w e v e r ,  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  w o n  t h e  l iz a r d f o lk  

o v e r  t o  t h e ir  s id e ,  s la u g h t e r e d  o r  d r iv e n  o f f  m o s t  o f  th e  

b u l ly w u g s , o v e r r u n  t h e  c a s t le ,  a n d  a r e  p o i s e d  to  k il l 

B o r n g r a y  a n d  P h a r b le x  in  b a t t le — P h a r b le x  ju d g e s  th a t 

t h e  id e a l  t im e  t o  f o r s a k e  o ld  a l l ie s  a n d  c o u r t  n e w  o n e s  

h a s  a r r iv e d . H e  o f fe r s  ju s t  a b o u t  a n y t h in g  in  e x c h a n g e  

fo r  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  le a v in g  h im  a liv e  a n d  in  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  

C a s t le  N a e r y t a r  (w it h  o r  w it h o u t  th e  farseer of Illusk in  

o p e r a t in g  c o n d it io n ) .

T h e  n u m b e r  o f  b u l ly w u g s  a r o u n d  t h e  c a s t le  f lu c t u a te s . 

T h e y  c o m e  a n d  g o  a s  t h e y  p le a s e .  O n  a n y  g iv e n  day, 

fo r t y  t o  f if ty  a r e  c a m p e d  o u t s id e  t h e  c a s t le .  T h ir t y - fo u r  

m o r e  p lu s  P h a r b le x  l iv e  in  th e  c a s t le  b a r r a c k s  (a r e a s  1 G  

a n d  2 G ). A n o t h e r  t h ir ty  t o  s e v e n t y  a r e  in  th e  im m e d ia t e  

a r e a , c l o s e  e n o u g h  to  r e s p o n d  w it h in  f if t e e n  m in u t e s  t o  

th e  b e a t in g  o f  t h e  d r u m  in  th e  b a r b ic a n .

T h e  b u l ly w u g s  a lr e a d y  b e l ie v e  t h e m s e lv e s  to  b e  

lo r d s  o f  th e  m e r e , a n d  t h e y  a c t  l ik e  it. T h e y  a r e  e a s i ly  

c o n f u s e d , h o w e v e r .  U n d e r  n o r m a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  th e y  

a t t a c k  a d v e n tu r e r s  o n  s ig h t , p r o v id e d  th e  b u l ly w u g s  

h a d  s u p e r io r  n u m b e r s .  T h e y  h a v e  g r o w n  a c c u s t o m e d  

to  s e e in g  c u lt is ts  o f  m a n y  r a c e s  c o m i n g  a n d  g o in g  

a r o u n d  th e  c a s t le ,  s o  w h e n  th e y  s e e  s t r a n g e r s ,  th e ir  

f ir s t  a s s u m p t io n  is  th a t  th e  n e w c o m e r s  a re  m o r e  cu lt ­

is ts . T h is  a s s u m p t io n  is  r e in fo r c e d  i f  S n a p ja w  o r  o t h e r  

l iz a r d f o l k  a c c o m p a n y  t h e  s t r a n g e r s  o r  i f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  

h a v e  a n y  o v e r t ly  c u lt is h  g e a r  o r  c lo t h in g .

T h is  d o e s n ’t m e a n  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  w a n d e r  at w i l l  

t h r o u g h  th e  c a m p  a n d  th e  c a s t le .  B u l ly w u g  g u a r d s  s till  

c h a l le n g e  t h e m  t o  a s k  w h o  t h e y  a r e  a n d  w h e r e  t h e y ’re  

g o in g  ( in  f r a c t u r e d  p id g in  C o m m o n  i f  n o n e  o f  t h e  c h a r ­

a c t e r s  s p e a k  B u lly w u g ) .  T h e y  ju s t  d o n ’t a s s u m e  th a t 

e v e r y  s t r a n g e r  is  a n  e n e m y  a n d  a tta c k  o n  s ig h t .

Liz a r d f o l k

T h e  S c a l y  D e a t h  l iz a r d f o l k  t r ib e  h a s  n o  le a d e r .  P h a r b le x  

k i l le d  i ts  s h a m a n , S u n c a l le r ,  a n d  t h e  d e a th  le f t  t h e  t r ib e  

w it h  a n  in fe r io r it y  c o m p le x  th a t w a s  r ip e  f o r  e x p lo it a ­

t io n . W h e n  R e z m ir  p r o m is e d  th a t V o a r a g h a m a n t h a r  

w o u ld  r e w a r d  th e  t r ib e ’s  la b o r s  f o r  t h e  cu lt , t h e  l iz a r d ­

f o lk  w e r e  r e a d y  t o  l is te n .

W h e r e  t h e  b u l ly w u g s  fill th e  r o le  o f  a  s ta t ic  d e f e n s e  

f o r c e ,  th e  l iz a r d f o lk  p e r f o r m  fiv e  fu n c t io n s .  F ir s t ,  th e y  

a r e  th e  c u l t ’s  la b o r e r s  a n d  p o r t e r s .  L iz a r d f o lk  d id  m o s t  

o f  t h e  h e a v y  w o r k  w h ile  c le a r in g  d e b r is  f r o m  t h e  c a s t le ,  

a n d  t h e y  c a r r y  m o s t  o f  t h e  t r e a s u r e  f r o m  th e  w o r k  c a m p  

to  th e  c a s t le  o n  t h e ir  b a c k s  a n d  in  t h e ir  c a n o e s .  S e c o n d ,  

th e y  te n d  th e  g ia n t  l iz a r d s  th a t a re  u s e d  t o  d r a g  o r  c a r r y  

e s p e c ia l l y  h e a v y  l o a d s  t h r o u g h  t h e  m e r e . T h ir d , th e y  

d o  m o s t  o f  th e  h u n t in g , f is h in g , a n d  g a th e r in g  to  fe e d  

e v e r y o n e  at t h e  c a s t le .  F o u r t h , t h e y  a c t  a s  t h e  c a s t l e ’s

fa r -r a n g in g  s c o u t s  a n d  o u t ly in g  g u a r d s ,  s in c e  th e y  

a r e  fa r  s u p e r io r  t o  a n y  b u l ly w u g  at a c t iv e ly  p a t r o l lin g , 

a m b u s h in g , a n d  la y in g  tr a p s .  F i fth ,  a  c a d r e  o f  l iz a r d f o l k  

h a s  b e e n  e n l is t e d  a s  e l ite  g u a r d s  fo r  th e  c a s t l e  i tse lf . 

B o r n g r a y  d o e s n ’t e x p e c t  th a t a n y  f o r c e  w o u ld  e v e r  

m o u n t  a  r e a l  a t ta c k  a g a in s t  th e  c a s t le ;  it ’s  t o o  i n a c c e s s i ­

b le ,  ly in g  d e e p  in  th e  s w a m p . B u t  i f  th a t u n l ik e ly  e v e n t  

e v e r  h a p p e n e d , h e  k n o w s  th a t t h e  s w a g g e r in g  b u l ly w u g s  

w o u ld  d e s e r t  r a t h e r  t h a n  fig h t a n  o r g a n iz e d  e n e m y . T h e  

l iz a r d fo lk ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d , c a n  b e  c o u r a g e o u s  a n d  

d is c ip l in e d  w h e n  t h e y  h a v e  a  le a d e r  w o r t h  f o l lo w in g . 

B o r n g r a y  h o p e s  t o  b e  th a t le a d e r , at le a s t  to  t h e  s m a ll  

c o n t in g e n t  o f  l iz a r d f o l k  w a r r io r s  h e  h o u s e s  in  t h e  c a s t le  

a n d  r e w a r d s  w it h  s p e c ia l  t re a t m e n t .  In  e x c h a n g e  fo r  

t h e ir  w o r k , B o r n g r a y  “ p a y s ” th e  t r ib e  in  m e t a l  w e a p o n s  

th a t a re  b r o u g h t  t o  th e  c a s t l e  a lo n g  w it h  th e  lo o t .

M e a n w h ile ,  t h e  b u l ly w u g s  b o s s  a n d  b u l ly  th e  l iz ­

a r d fo lk ,  e m b o ld e n e d  b y  t h e ir  s u p e r io r  n u m b e r s ,  th e  

l iz a r d f o lk ’s  in s t in c t iv e  a w e  o f  P h a r b le x ’s  m a g i c ,  a n d  th e  

a b s e n c e  o f  a n y  r e s t r a in in g  s ig n  fr o m  B o r n g r a y  o r  f r o m  

t h e  la ir  o f  th e  b la c k  d r a g o n . V o a r a g h a m a n t h a r ’s  s i l e n c e ,  

m o r e  t h a n  a n y t h in g  e l s e ,  m a k e s  th e  l iz a r d f o l k  w o n d e r  

w h e t h e r  fa te  is  p u n is h in g  t h e m  f o r  s o m e  u n k n o w n  

t r a n s g r e s s io n . T h e y  g r u m b le ,  a n d  o c c a s i o n a l ly  a  f e w  

d e s e r t ,  b u t  m o s t  o f  t h e m  b e a r  u p  w it h  r e p t i l ia n  s t o ic is m .

S n a p ja w  is  o n e  o f  th e  f e w  w h o  h a s  s u g g e s t e d  r e b e l l i n g  

a g a in s t  th e  h a t e d  b u l ly w u g s  a n d  th e  c u lt is ts .  H e  h a s n ’t 

d o n e  s o  o p e n ly ,  b e c a u s e  th a t w o u ld  in v ite  r e t r ib u t io n  

fr o m  t h e  b u l ly w u g s , b u t  h e  h a s  s p o k e n  to  a  f e w  fe l l o w  

t r ib e s f o l k  h e  tr u s ts . T h e i r  r e s p o n s e  w a s  in t e r e s t e d  b u t  

n o n c o m m it t a l ;  t h e y  in t e n d  t o  t a k e  r e v e n g e  o n  t h e  b u l ­

ly w u g s , b u t  n o t  u n til  t h e  o m e n s  a r e  r ig h t . M e a n w h ile ,  

th e y  e n d u r e — a n d  s t o c k p i le  w e a p o n s . B o r n g r a y  h a s  o n ly  

a  r o u g h  id e a  o f  h o w  m a n y  l iz a r d f o lk  a re  in  t h e  t r ib e  a ll 

to g e th e r ,  a n d  h e  h a s n ’t k e p t  c l o s e  c o u n t  o v e r  h o w  m a n y  

s w o r d s ,  s p e a r s ,  d a g g e r s ,  s h ie ld s ,  a n d  m e t a l- t ip p e d  

a r r o w s  h a v e  b e e n  t u r n e d  o v e r  to  t h e m . T h e  l iz a r d f o lk  

a r e  m u c h  b e t t e r  a r m e d  at t h is  p o in t  t h a n  t h e y  le t  o n  

to  e it h e r  th e  b u l ly w u g s  o r  th e  c u lt is t s . W h e n  th e  t im e  

c o m e s  to  m o v e  a g a in s t  th e  b u l ly w u g s , t h e  l iz a r d fo lk  

in t e n d  fo r  e v e r y  b u l ly w u g  t h r o a t  a n d  b e l ly  t o  b e  s lit  o p e n  

w it h  a  n e w , r a z o r -s h a r p  s t e e l  b la d e .

L ik e  th e  b u l ly w u g s ,  t h e  l iz a r d f o lk ’s  f ir s t  a s s u m p t io n  

o n  s e e in g  s t r a n g e r s  is  th a t t h e y  a r e  c u lt is ts , o r  a l l ie s  

o f  th e  c u lt is ts , c o m e  to  w o r k  o r  p a r le y  at th e  c a s t le .

T h e y  d o n ’t s h a r e  t h e  b u l ly w u g s ’ a r r o g a n c e , h o w e v e r , s o  

u n le s s  t h e y  a r e  a tta c k e d , th e y  d o n ’t r e a l ly  c a r e  w h o  w a n ­

d e r s  t h r o u g h  t h e  c a m p . L iz a r d fo lk  o n  p a t r o l  o r  s t a n d in g  

g u a r d  a re  a n  e x c e p t io n . T h e y  a r e  a le r t , a n d  t h e y  a s s u m e  

e v e r y o n e  is  a  p o t e n t ia l  e n e m y . T h e y  w o n ’t a tt a c k  u n til 

t h e y  k n o w  fo r  s u re , le s t  t h e y  in c u r  th e  w r a t h  o f  R e z m ir  

o r  B o r n g r a y  fo r  k i l l in g  a n  a lly . A s  o u t ly in g  g u a rd s ,  

t h e ir  in s t r u c t io n s  a r e  t o  a le r t  th e  c a m p  w h e n  s t r a n g e r s  

a p p r o a c h , k e e p  t h e  s t r a n g e r s  u n d e r  o b s e r v a t io n , a n d  

a w a it fu r t h e r  in s t r u c t io n s .

T h e  S c a l y  D e a t h  t r ib e  c o m p r i s e s  e ig h t y  l iz a r d fo lk  

w a r r io r s ,  b o t h  m a le  a n d  fe m a le .  A b o u t  h a l f  o f  t h e m  a re  

in  th e  v ic in it y  o f  th e  c a s t l e  at a n y  g iv e n  t im e ; t w e n t y -s ix  

l iv e  in  th e  c a s t l e  a n d  t h e  r e s t  in  r e e d  h u ts  (a r e a  3 ). T h e  

o t h e r s  a re  a w a y  h u n t in g , f is h in g , p a tr o ll in g , h a u l in g  c o n ­

t r a b a n d  fr o m  t h e  w o r k  c a m p , o r  v is it in g  t h e ir  fa m il i e s  in  

t h e  tr ib a l v i l la g e  (a  f e w  h o u r s  a w a y  t o  t h e  s o u t h w e s t ) .



Red  Wiza r d s

O n ly  o n e  R e d  W iz a r d  is  p r e s e n t  a t C a s t le  N a e ry ta r :  

A z b a r a  J o s ,  w h o  w a s  a ls o  in  t h e  c u lt  c a m p  o n  t h e  G r e e n ­

f ie ld s  a n d  tr a v e le d  n o r t h  w it h  R e z m ir .  H e  h a s  n o  in t e r e s t  

in  t h e  M e r e  o f  D e a d  M e n , b u l ly w u g s , o r  l iz a r d fo lk ,  a n d  

ju s t  s l ig h t ly  m o r e  in t e r e s t  in  b la c k  d r a g o n s . H e  is  h e re  

o n ly  a s  R a th  M o d a r ’s  l ia is o n  t o  R e z m ir .  T h e  p o r t a l  

b e n e a t h  t h e  c a s t le  p iq u e s  J o s ’s  in t e r e s t ,  h o w e v e r ;  p o r t a ls  

a r e  a lw a y s  o f  c o n c e r n  t o  t h e  R e d  W iz a r d s .

A d v e n t u r e r s  a p p e a r in g  at t h is  r e m o t e ,  s e c r e t  s ite  a ls o  

in t e r e s t  h im . I f  A z b a r a  J o s  s e e s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  o r  le a r n s  

o f  t h e ir  p r e s e n c e ,  h e  a r r a n g e s  a  p r iv a te  m e e t i n g — o n e  

th a t  R e z m ir  a n d  B o r n g r a y  d o n ’t e v e n  k n o w  a b o u t , le t  

a lo n e  a tte n d . H e  w a n t s  to  le a r n  h o w  m u c h  t h e  c h a r ­

a c t e r s  k n o w  o f  th e  c u l t ’s  p la n s ,  w h e r e  a n d  h o w  th e y  

u n c o v e r e d  t h e  in f o r m a t io n , w h o  e ls e  k n o w s  a b o u t  it, a n d  

w h a t  t h e y  t h in k  o f  th e  p la n ’s  c h a n c e  t o  s u c c e e d . I f  th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  a re  c a p t u r e d  a n d  l o c k e d  u p  in  t h e  c a s t le ,  J o s  

f in d s  a n  o p p o r t u n it y  t o  a s k  a l l  t h e  s a m e  q u e s t io n s ,  a g a in  

p r iv a te ly , b u t  h e  is  in  a  b e t t e r  p o s i t i o n  to  f o r c e  a n s w e r s  

o u t  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s .

T h is  a s s u m e s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  at C a s t le  N a e r y t a r  

p o s i n g  a s  c u lt is t s  o r  h id in g  a m o n g  t h e  l iz a r d fo lk .  I f  

t h e y ’r e  r a m p a g in g  t h r o u g h  t h e  c a s t le ,  k i l l in g  e v e r y o n e  

t h e y  m e e t ,  t h e n  A z b a r a  J o s  h a s  o n ly  o n e  c o n c e r n : e s c a p ­

in g  t h r o u g h  th e  p o r t a l  b e fo r e  s o m e o n e  o r  s o m e t h in g  

k i l ls  h im .

Vo a r a g h a ma n t h a r

V o a r a g h a m a n t h a r  is  a n  a d u lt  b la c k  d r a g o n  w h o  c la im s  

t h e  M e r e  o f  D e a d  M e n  a s  h is  t e r r ito ry . A lt h o u g h  m a n y  

c r e a t u r e s  l iv e  in  t h e  m e r e  a n d  d o m in a t e  it t o  o n e  e x te n t  

o r  a n o t h e r , n o n e  c h a l le n g e  V o a r a g h a m a n t h a r ’s  s u p r e m ­

a cy . T h e  b u l ly w u g s  c o n s i d e r  h im  a  c o n s t a n t  th re a t  a n d  

t r e m b le  w h e n e v e r  h is  s h a d o w  p a s s e s  n e a r . T h e  y u a n -t i  

g r a n t  h im  g r u d g in g  r e s p e c t  a n d  c o v e t  h is  im m e n s e  

w e a lt h . T h e  l iz a r d f o lk  h o n o r  h im  a n d  w o n d e r  w h y  h e  

a l l o w s  t h e  c u lt is t s  to  a b u s e  t h e m . T h e  c u lt is t s  v e n e r a te  

h im  a n d  d iv e r t  s o m e  o f  th e  a r r iv in g  c o n t r a b a n d  t o  h is  

la ir  a s  tr ib u te .

V o a r a g h a m a n t h a r  h a s  a  s e c r e t  th a t is  k n o w n  t o  o n ly  

t w o  o t h e r  c r e a t u r e s  in  F a e r u n . O n e  o f  t h e m  is  R e z m ir .  

T h e  o t h e r  c r e a t u r e  is t h e  s e c r e t :  W a e r v a e r e n d o r ,  th e  

t w in  b r o t h e r  o f  V o a r a g h a m a n t h a r .  F o r  c e n t u r ie s ,  t h e s e  

t w in s  h a v e  m is le d  t h e  w o r ld  in to  b e l ie v in g  th a t o n ly  o n e  

d r a g o n  d w e l l s  in  t h e  M e r e  o f  D e a d  M e n — o n e  d r a g o n  

th a t m u s t  tra v e l at im m e n s e  s p e e d , s in c e  it h a s  b e e n  

s p o t t e d  at w i d e ly  s e p a r a t e d  l o c a le s  in  r a p id  s u c c e s s io n . 

T h e  s ib l in g s  s e ld o m  le a v e  t h e ir  la ir s , b u t  w h e n  th e y  d o , 

t h e y  c o o r d in a t e  s o  t h e y  a r e  n e v e r  s e e n  t o g e t h e r  o r  s e e n  

in  t w o  d is t a n t  p la c e s  a t p r e c is e ly  th e  s a m e  t im e .

R e z m ir  p e r s u a d e d  t h e  t w in s  to  p le d g e  t h e ir  a id  t o  th e  

cu lt , b u t  s o  far, t h e  p le d g e  h a s n ’t c a r r ie d  m u c h  w e ig h t . 

N e it h e r  d r a g o n  l e a v e s  its  la ir  f r e q u e n t ly  e n o u g h  to  p r o ­

v id e  m u c h  h e lp .  L ik e  a ll b la c k  d r a g o n s , t h e s e  t w o  a re  

p a r a n o id  a b o u t  a ll o t h e r  d r a g o n s . T ia m a t ’s  p o t e n t ia l  

r e t u r n  a n d  th e  e s t a b l is h m e n t  o f  a  v a s t  d r a g o n  e m p ir e  

s e e m  l ik e  r e m o t e  p o s s ib i l i t i e s  c o m p a r e d  to  t h e  re a l  

d a n g e r  o f  t a n g l in g  w it h  a n o t h e r  d r a g o n , a n y  o f  w h o m  

w o u l d  g la d ly  m u r d e r  V o a r a g h a m a n t h a r  a n d  W a e r ­

v a e r e n d o r  f o r  t h e ir  h o a r d s .  T h a t ’s  t h e  t w in s ’ o u t lo o k , 

a n y w a y . W h il e  t h e ir  c o n c e r n  o v e r  t h e  m u r d e r o u s  n a t u r e

o f  o t h e r  d r a g o n s  is  ju s t i f ie d ,  th e  fa c t  th a t  t h e y  a r e  t w o  

m e a n s  t h e y  h a v e  l it t le  t o  fe a r  f r o m  m o s t  s o l i t a r y  d r a g ­

o n s .  R e z m ir  is  w o r k in g  h a r d  to  p e r s u a d e  t h e m  th a t 

t h e y  c o u ld  g a in  g r e a t  p o w e r  b y  r e v e a l in g  t h e ir  s e c r e t  at 

t h e  s t ra t e g ic a l ly  c o r r e c t  m o m e n t .  U n til T ia m a t ’s  r e t u r n  

l o o k s  m o r e  c e r t a in , h o w e v e r , V o a r a g h a m a n t h a r  a n d  

W a e r v a e r e n d o r  in t e n d  t o  k e e p  p la y in g  it s a fe ,  s t ic k  c l o s e  

to  h o m e , a n d  g u a r d  t h e ir  s e c r e t .

V o a r a g h a m a n t h a r  a n d  W a e r v a e r e n d o r  a r e  n o t  a  t r u e  

fa c t io n  in  t h e  m e r e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  n o t  a d v a n c in g  

a n y  a g e n d a  o f  t h e ir  o w n , b u t  t h e ir  p r e s e n c e  a f f e c t s  th e  

b a la n c e  o f  p o w e r . W it h o u t  V o a r a g h a m a n t h a r ,  t h e  cu lt  

w o u ld n ’t b e  h e r e  at a ll. W it h o u t  V o a r a g h a m a n t h a r ,  t h e  

l iz a r d f o lk  p r o b a b ly  c o u l d  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  m a n e u v e r e d  

in t o  m a k in g  c o m m o n  c a u s e  w i t h  th e  b u l ly w u g s .

C h a r a c t e r s  s h o u ld  n o t  e n c o u n t e r  e it h e r  o f  t h e s e  

d r a g o n s  f a c e  to  fa c e  in  t h is  a d v e n t u r e  ( th e y  a re  l ik e ly  

t o  m e e t  in  The Rise of Tiamat). I f  c h a r a c t e r s  s tra y  

f r o m  t h e  l iz a r d f o lk ’s  p a th  b e t w e e n  t h e  w o r k  c a m p  a n d  

C a s t le  N a e r y ta r , in t e n t io n a l ly  o r  u n in t e n t io n a l ly — if, fo r  

e x a m p le ,  t h e y  f o l l o w  w i l l - o ’-w is p s  in t o  t h e  m e r e — t h e y  

c o u l d  e n t e r  th e  b l ig h t e d  t e r r it o r y  a r o u n d  o n e  o f  t h e  la ir s . 

M a n y  c lu e s  c a n  in f o r m  c h a r a c t e r s  th a t  t h e y ’r e  in  d r a g o n  

t e r r ito ry . F ir s t ,  t h e y  p a s s  m a r k e r s  c o n s i s t in g  o f  t h e  a c id -  

e a t e n  s k u l ls  o f  h u m a n s , h u m a n o id s ,  y u a n -t i , c r o c o d i l e s ,  

a n d  ju s t  a b o u t  e v e r y  o t h e r  c r e a t u r e  th a t l iv e s  in  th e  

m e r e . T h e  s k u l ls  h a n g  f r o m  w it h e r e d  t r e e s  a n d  f r o m  

s p ik e s  d r iv e n  in to  t h e  g r o u n d .

B o t h  d r a g o n s ’ la ir s  a re  h e a v i ly  g u a r d e d  b y  l iz a r d fo lk .  

T h e  d r a g o n s ’ g u a r d s  a re  s e le c t e d  f r o m  t h e  S c a l y  D e a t h  

l iz a r d f o lk  th a t w o r k  fo r  th e  c u lt .  K o b o ld s  in fe s t  th e  

a c tu a l  la ir s ,  b u t  t h e y  s e ld o m  c o m e  o u t  in t o  t h e  m e r e .

Sq u a r i n g  O f f  A g a i n s t  

t h e  C u l t  o f  t h e  D r a g o n

C h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  s e v e r a l  o p t i o n s  at C a s t le  N a e r y ta r , a n d  

e v e n ts  t h e r e  c a n  g o  in  m a n y  d i r e c t i o n s .  H e r e  a re  t h e  k e y  

p o in t s  to  k e e p  in  m in d  w h e n  r u n n in g  t h is  e p is o d e .

• R e z m ir  a n d  A z b a r a  J o s  d o  a lm o s t  a n y t h in g  to  a v o id  a  

b a t t le  w it h  in t e r fe r in g  a d v e n tu r e r s .  T h e y  h a v e  b ig g e r  

c o n c e r n s  t h a n  t h e  s a fe t y  o f  C a s t le  N a e r y ta r  a n d  its  

o c c u p a n t s .  I f  a  b a t t le  d e v e lo p s ,  b o t h  o f  t h e s e  c h a r a c ­

te rs  h e a d  d ir e c t ly  fo r  t h e  g a te  b e n e a t h  t h e  c a s t le  a n d  

t e le p o r t  t o  T a l is  t h e  W h it e ’s  h u n tin g  l o d g e  ( s e e  e p i ­

s o d e  7 ). F o r  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h is  a d v e n t u r e ,  d o  e v e r y t h in g  

y o u  c a n  t o  e n s u r e  th a t R e z m ir  a n d  J o s  s u r v iv e  t h is  e p i ­

s o d e . It ’s  n o t  a c a t a s t r o p h e  i f  t h e y  d o n ’t, b u t  i t ’s  m u c h  

b e t t e r  i f  t h e y  d o .

• D r a lm o r r e r  B o r n g r a y  a n d  P h a r b le x  S p a t t e r g o o  h a v e  

e v e r y t h in g  to  l o s e  i f  e n e m ie s  o f  t h e  c u lt  o v e r r u n  

C a s t le  N a e r y t a r ; a  d e fe a t  w o u l d  c o s t  B o r n g r a y  h is  

h a r d -e a r n e d  r a n k  in  t h e  cu lt , a n d  S p a t t e r g o o  w o u ld  

l o s e  t h e  b a s e  fr o m  w h ic h  h e  h o p e s  t o  r u le  th e  m e r e  

a ft e r  t h e  c u lt  is  f in i s h e d  w it h  t h e  c a s t le .  T h e y  f ig h t to  

t h e  d e a th  to  p r o t e c t  t h e  c a s t l e  (s im u lt a n e o u s ly  b u y ­

in g  t im e  fo r  R e z m ir  a n d  J o s  t o  e s c a p e ) .  D e s p it e  t h e ir  

lo a t h in g  f o r  o n e  a n o t h e r , t h e y  u n d e r s t a n d  th a t t h e y  a re  

m u c h  s t r o n g e r  t o g e t h e r  th a n  a p a rt . A s  s o o n  a s  f ig h t in g  

b r e a k s  o u t , t h e y  j o i n  f o r c e s  a n d  c o o p e r a t e .



• T h e  b e s t  p la c e  f o r  B o r n g r a y  a n d  P h a r b le x  t o  m a k e  

t h e ir  s ta n d  d e p e n d s  o n  h o w  th e  a tta c k  d e v e lo p s ;  y o u ’ ll 

n e e d  t o  p la y  th a t p a r t  b y  e a r . T h e i r  b e s t  p lo y  a g a in s t  a  

d e t e r m in e d  a s s a u lt  m a y  b e  a  f ig h t in g  re tr e a t  t h r o u g h  

th e  c a s t le  a n d  d o w n  in t o  t h e  c a v e r n s ,  w h e r e  t h e  n a r ­

r o w  p a s s a g e s  a n d  g ia n t  f r o g s  w o r k  in  t h e ir  fa v or .

• T h e  b u l ly w u g s  a r e  n u m e r o u s  b u t  c o w a r d ly .  T h e y  

f ig h t  t o  p r o t e c t  P h a r b le x ,  b u t  i f  h e  i s n ’t im m e d ia t e ly  in  

s ig h t— i f  P h a r b le x  h a s  r e t r e a te d  in to  t h e  c a v e r n s  w h i le  

o t h e r  b u l ly w u g s  a re  f ig h t in g  in  t h e  in n e r  w a r d , fo r  

e x a m p le — b u l ly w u g s  w h o  fe e l a s  i f  h e  h a s  a b a n d o n e d  

t h e m  a re  l ik e ly  t o  le a p  a w a y  in to  t h e  m e r e  a n d  n e v e r  

c o m e  b a c k . I f  P h a r b le x  is  k i l le d , m o s t  b u l ly w u g s  d e s ­

e r t  im m e d ia t e ly .

• T h e  l iz a r d f o lk  a r e  b ra v e , b u t  t h e y  d e s p is e  t h e  b u l ly ­

w u g s . I f  c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e n ’t r e c r u it e d  t h e  l iz a r d fo lk  

to  t h e ir  s id e , t h e n  t h e  l iz a r d f o lk  fig h t w e l l  w h e n e v e r  

t h e y ’r e  a lo n e . I f  b u l ly w u g s  a r e  n e a r b y , l iz a r d f o l k  p u l l 

b a c k  a n d  le t  t h e  b u l ly w u g s  b e a r  t h e  b ru n t  o f  c o m b a t  

a n d  c a s u a lt ie s .  I f  t h e  l iz a r d f o l k  h a v e  b e e n  w o n  o v e r  

t o  f ig h t in g  a lo n g s id e  th e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  t h e n  t h e y  h u n t 

b u l ly w u g s  t h r o u g h  t h e  c a s t l e  a n d  g r o u n d s  a n d  m u r d e r  

t h e m  m e r c i le s s ly .  I f  b u l ly w u g s  f le e  in t o  t h e  s w a m p , 

l iz a r d f o lk  c h a s e  t h e m . T h e y  a r e  h a l f -h e a r t e d  w h e n  

fa c in g  c u lt is t s — n o t  b e c a u s e  th e y  fe a r  th e  c u lt is t s  b u t 

b e c a u s e  t h e y  d o n ’t h a te  th e m , a n d  t h e y  h a v e  a  h a r d e r  

t im e  m e n t a l ly  t u r n in g  a g a in s t  th a t a ll ia n c e .

• T h e  c u lt is t s  a re  d e d ic a t e d  b u t  n o t  fa n a tic s , a n d  t h e y  

a r e  la b o r e r s ,  n o t  s o ld ie r s .  T h e y  fig h t  b ra v e ly  w it h  

D r a lm o r r e r  B o r n g r a y  le a d in g  t h e m . W it h o u t  h im , 

t h e  c u l t is t s ’ a tt a c k s  a r e  u n c o o r d in a t e d  a n d  h e s ita n t . 

T h e i r  s it u a t io n  b e c o m e s  e v e n  w o r s e  i f  t h e y  a re  fig h t­

in g  a g a in s t  r e b e l l io u s  l iz a r d fo lk .  In  th a t c a s e ,  w ith o u t  

B o r n g r a y  to  e g g  t h e m  o n , th e y  a r e  m o s t  l ik e ly  t o  b a r ­

r ic a d e  t h e m s e lv e s  in  t h e  u p p e r  le v e ls  o f  th e  s o u t h w e s t  

t o w e r  o r  t h e  l ib r a r y  a n d  t r y  t o  r id e  o u t  th e  s la u g h te r .

A p p r o a c h i n g  

C a s t l e  N a e r y t a r

H o w  c h a r a c t e r s  a p p r o a c h  N a e r y t a r  c a n  s e t  t h e  t o n e  fo r  

e v e r y t h in g  th a t h a p p e n s  at t h e  c a s t le .

S n a p ja w  k n o w s  w h e r e  t h e  l i z a r d f o lk  p ic k e t s  a re  

p o s t e d  a b o u t  h a l f  a  m ile  o u t  f r o m  t h e  c a s t le .  I f  h e  is  w it h  

th e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  h e  c a n  p r e v e n t  t h e m  fr o m  b lu n d e r in g  

in t o  a  t ra p  o r  a n  a m b u s h . H e  t a lk s  t o  th e  6 lizardfolk 

g u a r d s  i f  c h a r a c t e r s  le t  h im . W h a t  h e  t e l ls  t h e m  d e p e n d s  

o n  t h e  o p in io n  h e ’s  f o r m e d  a b o u t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s .

• I f  S n a p ja w  is n ’t y e t  s u r e  w h e t h e r  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a re  

th e  s a v io r s  h e  h o p e s  t h e y  a re , h e  te l ls  th e  g u a r d s  th a t 

t h e s e  a re  c u lt is t s  c o m in g  t o  j o i n  t h o s e  a lr e a d y  in  th e  

c a s t le .  T h e  g u a r d s  a c c e p t  th a t s t o r y  w it h o u t  q u e s t io n  

a n d  le t  e v e r y o n e  p a s s .

• I f  t h e  h e r o e s  h a v e  e s t a b l is h e d  s t r o n g  tr u s t  b e t w e e n  

t h e m s e lv e s  a n d  S n a p ja w , h e  te l ls  t h e  g u a r d s  th a t th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  g r e a t  w a r r io r s  c o m e  t o  d e s t r o y  t h e  C u lt 

o f  th e  D r a g o n , a n d  th a t n o w  is  t h e  t im e  t o  m a k e  t h e ir  

m o v e  a g a in s t  t h e  b u l ly w u g s .  Y o u  c a n  e it h e r  d e c i d e  

fo r  y o u r s e l f  h o w  t h e  g u a r d s  r e a c t  t o  th a t, o r  m a k e  a 

D C  10  C h a r is m a  c h e c k  fo r  S n a p ja w . I f  th e  c h e c k  s u c ­

c e e d s ,  t h e  g u a r d s  a re  p e r s u a d e d .  I f  t h e  c h e c k  fa i ls , th e

c h a r a c t e r s  d o n ’t im p r e s s  t h e m . T h e y  w o n ’t t a k e  a c t io n  

a g a in s t  t h e  b u l ly w u g s  n o w , b u t  t h e y  w o n ’t in t e r fe r e  

w it h  th e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  e ith e r . I f  th e  r e s u lt  is  5  o r  lo w e r ,  

t h e s e  g u a r d s  d e c i d e  S n a p ja w ’s  ta lk  o f  a n  u p r is in g  is  

d a n g e r o u s ly  r a s h , a n d  t h e y  a t ta c k  h im .

• I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  d o n e  n o t h in g  t o  w in  S n a p ja w ’s  

tr u s t  o r  t h e y ’v e  tr e a t e d  h im  n o  b e t t e r  t h a n  b u l ly w u g s  

w o u ld  h a v e , t h e n  h e  t e l ls  t h e  g u a r d s  th a t t h e  c h a r a c ­

t e r s  a r e  n o t h in g  b u t  t r o u b le ,  a n d  t h e  l iz a r d f o l k  a tta ck .

I f  S n a p ja w  is  n o t  w it h  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ,  t h e y  s t il l h a v e  a 

c h a n c e  to  d e t e c t  th e  g u a r d  o u t p o s t  o n  t h e ir  o w n . C h a r ­

a c t e r s  w it h  p a s s iv e  W is d o m  ( P e r c e p t io n )  s c o r e s  o f  1 5  o r  

h ig h e r  c a t c h  w h if f s  o f  w o o d  s m o k e .  A ls o  m a k e  a  s in g le  

D e x t e r it y  (S t e a lt h )  c h e c k  fo r  t h e  l iz a r d f o lk  g u a r d s ,  w it h  

a d v a n t a g e  ( th e y ’v e  h a d  p le n ty  o f  t im e  to  c o n c e a l  t h e m ­

s e lv e s ) .  C o m p a r e  t h e ir  r e s u lt  to  th e  c h a r a c t e r s ’ p a s s iv e  

W is d o m  (P e r c e p t io n )  s c o r e s  to  s e e  w h e t h e r  a n y  o f  th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  n o t i c e  th e  l iz a r d f o lk  in  h id in g .

I f  t h e  l iz a r d f o lk  g o  u n d e t e c t e d , t h e y  s e n d  t w o  fa s t  

s w im m e r s  a h e a d  b y  a  s e c o n d a r y  r o u t e  t o  a le r t  b u l ­

ly w u g s  at t h e  c a s t le .  T w o  m o r e  s c o u t s  f o l l o w  th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  w h ile  t h e  la s t  t w o  r e m a in  at t h e ir  p o s t  a n d  

c o n t i n u e  k e e p in g  w a tc h .

O u t s i d e  C a s t l e  

N a e r y t a r

C a s t le  N a e r y ta r  w a s  b u i lt  o n  d r y  la n d , t h e n  a  d e e p , d r y  

m o a t  w a s  d u g  a r o u n d  it. W h e n  th e  m e r e  e x p a n d e d  a n d  

s u r r o u n d e d  t h e  c a s t le  s ite , th e  m o a t  f lo o d e d  a n d  o v e r ­

f lo w e d . N o w  t h e  w h o le  s ite  is  s w a m p y , a n d  la r g e  p o o l s  o f  

s t a n d in g  w a t e r  d o t  th e  c le a r in g . T h e  c a s t le  w a s  b u i lt  o n  

e x p o s e d  b e d r o c k , s o  i ts  fo u n d a t io n  is  s o u n d  a n d  m o s t ly  

d r y  e v e n  a  c e n t u r y  a f te r  t h e  f lo o d in g .  T a n g le d  b r u s h  a n d  

t r e e s  g r o w  t o  w it h in  t w e n t y  fe e t  o f  th e  w a l l s  o n  t h r e e  

s id e s  o f  t h e  c a s t le .  O n ly  t h e  fr o n t  (s o u t h e r n )  f a c e  is  c lea r .

B u lly w u g s  l iv e  in  c r o w d e d , h a s t ily  m a d e  r e e d  h u ts .

T h e  l iz a r d f o l k  h a v e  s tu r d ie r , r o o m ie r  r e e d  l o n g h o u s e s .

1 .  L a n d i n g

A  h a l f -d o z e n  d u g o u t  c a n o e s  a r e  p u l le d  u p  o n t o  la n d  

h e r e .  T h r e e  t o  fiv e  p a d d le s  l ie  in  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  e a c h .

F iv e  o f  t h e m  a r e  in  g o o d  c o n d it io n ; t h e  s ix t h  h a s  a  r o t te n  

b o t t o m , a n d  t h e  l iz a r d f o l k  n e v e r  u s e  it. I f  c h a r a c t e r s  

g r a b  c a n o e s  in  a  h u rry , t h e r e  is  a  1- in -6  c h a n c e  t h e y  g e t  

t h e  r o t t e n  o n e . It s ta r t s  le a k in g  a s  s o o n  a s  i t ’s  p u t  in  

w a te r , a n d  it s in k s  a ft e r  f if t e e n  m in u t e s .

2 .  A n i m a l  S t o c k a d e

T h e  l iz a r d f o lk  k e e p  t h e ir  g ia n t  l iz a r d s  p e n n e d  h e r e .  T h e  

f iv e - fo o t -h ig h  w a ll  o f  th e  s t o c k a d e  is  m a d e  fr o m  s t u r d y  

l o g s  d r iv e n  in t o  t h e  e a rth , s p a c e d  a b o u t  s ix  in c h e s  a p a rt, 

a n d  b o u n d  t o g e t h e r  w it h  t w is t e d  fib er . T h e  l iz a r d s  c a n  

c a r r y  o r  d r a g  lo a d s  th a t a r e  t o o  m a s s iv e  fo r  t h e  l iz a r d ­

fo lk ,  s u c h  a s  la r g e  t i m b e r s  o r  i m p r e s s iv e  c r o c o d i l e s .  

T h e y  a r e  a ls o  u s e d  t o  r a is e  s t o n e  o n t o  t h e  c a s t l e  b a tt le ­

m e n t s  t h r o u g h  r o p e s  a n d  p u l le y s — t e c h n o lo g y  th a t n e v e r  

c e a s e s  to  a m a z e  t h e  l iz a r d fo lk .  T h e r e  a r e  2 d 4  giant liz­

ards in  t h e  p e n  at a n y  g iv e n  t im e . T h e y  a re  i l l - t e m p e r e d  

a n d  a t ta c k  a n y o n e  w h o  c o m e s  w it h in  r e a c h  i f  th e ir



h a n d le r s  a r e n ’t p r e s e n t  t o  k e e p  t h e m  u n d e r  c o n t r o l .  I f  

s e t  l o o s e ,  t h e y  m o s t  l ik e ly  r o m p  a w a y  in t o  t h e  s w a m p .

I f  t h e  g o a l  is  to  h a v e  t h e  l iz a r d s  r a m p a g e  t h r o u g h  t h e  

c a m p , s o m e o n e  n e e d s  t o  r i le  t h e m  u p  fir s t . P o k in g  t h e m  

t h r o u g h  th e  s t o c k a d e  w a ll  w it h  s p e a r s  w il l  d o  th e  t r ic k .

3. L o n g h o u s e s

T h e  l iz a r d f o lk  w a r r io r s  l iv e  in  t h e s e  l o n g h o u s e s .

T h e  l o n g h o u s e s  a r e  m a d e  f r o m  r eed s  b o u n d  i n t o  l o n g , 

t h i ck  b u n d le s  an d  b en t  i n t o  u p s i d e - d o w n ,  U - sh a p ed  r i b s. 

T h e  s p a c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  r i b s  a r e  l a t t i c ed  an d  t h a t c h e d  

w i t h  m o r e  r eed s .  Eac h  l o n g h o u s e  h as  a s i n g l e ,  w o v e n  

d o o r  in  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  o n e  en d  w a l l .  T h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  

t e c h n iq u e  u sed  in  t h e  l o n g h o u s e s  is i n g e n io u s .

T h e  l iz a r d f o l k  m a y  b e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l l y  b a c k w a r d , b u t  

t h e y  a r e  m a s t e r s  o f  t h e ir  e n v ir o n m e n t .  T h e y  s h o w  th e  

s a m e  b u i ld in g  ta le n t  in  t h e ir  t r a p s  a n d  s n a r e s .

I n s id e ,  lo n g h o u s e s  a r e  r o o m y  a n d  w e l l  v e n ti la te d .

T h e  g r o u n d  is  c o v e r e d  w it h  r e e d  m a ts , a n d  th e  in t e r io r  

is  d r y  a n d  a iry . G e a r  h a n g s  fr o m  p e g s  o n  th e  w a lls  to  

k e e p  it o f f  t h e  g r o u n d . L i z a r d f o l k  a r e  e s p e c ia l l y  c a r e f u l  

w i t h  t h e ir  n e w , s t e e l  w e a p o n s , w h i c h  r u s t  q u ic k ly  w h e n  

e x p o s e d  t o  d a m p n e s s .  T h e y  fill  s m a l l  s t o n e  o v e n s  w it h  

c o a l s  fo r  h e a t . T h e r e  a r e  n o  o p e n  f ir e p la c e s ;  t h e  d a n g e r  

fr o m  s p a r k s  is  t o o  g re a t .

E a c h  o f  t h e s e  l o n g h o u s e s  c o u l d  h o u s e  tw e n ty -f iv e  

l iz a r d f o lk  c o m fo r t a b ly ,  a n d  m o r e  w it h  s o m e  c r o w d ­

in g . W h e n  R e z m ir  f ir s t  n e g o t ia t e d  w i t h  t h e  l iz a r d fo lk ,  

t h e y  in t e n d e d  t o  m o v e  t h e  e n t ir e  v i l la g e  h e r e ,  a n d  

b u i lt  a c c o r d in g ly .  A s  m o r e  b u l ly w u g s  a ls o  f lo c k e d  to  

t h e  c a s t l e  a n d  th e  r e a l  s it u a t io n  b e c a m e  a p p a r e n t,  th e  

w a r r io r s  in s t r u c t e d  t h e ir  fa m il i e s  t o  s ta y  b e h in d . T h u s , 

t h e y  h a v e  fa r  m o r e  l o n g h o u s e  s p a c e  at t h e  c a s t l e  t h a n  

t h e y  n e e d . C h a r a c t e r s  o b s e r v in g  t h e  a r e a  f r o m  h id in g  

a n d  ju d g in g  s o le ly  f r o m  th e  lo n g h o u s e s  w o u ld  e s t im a t e  

c o n s e r v a t iv e ly  th a t o v e r  a h u n d r e d  l iz a r d f o lk  l iv e  at 

t h e  c a s t le .  T h e y  w o n ’t c o u n t  a n y w h e r e  n e a r  th a t m a n y  

l iz a r d f o lk  in  t h e  c le a r in g . S n a p ja w  c a n  e x p la in  t h e  d is ­

c r e p a n c y , i f  h e ’s  a r o u n d .

4. H u t s

T h e  b u l ly w u g s  l iv e  in  h u ts , w h ic h  a re  c r u d e ly  b u ilt .

A  d o z e n  o r  m o r e  h u t s  a r e  p l ace d  h a p h a z a r d l y  o n  t h e  

b o g g y  g r o u n d .  Eac h  is s h a p e d  l i k e a s l i g h t l y  f l a t t e n ed  

d o m e .  T h e  d o o r w a y s  a r e  o p en ,  b u t  a l o w , s h o r t  t u n n e l  

f o r ce s  a c r e a t u r e  t o  c r aw l  i n t o  t h e  h u t .  T h e y  ar e m ad e  

o f  r eed s  w o v e n  t h r o u g h  a l a t t i ce ,  w i t h  a g e n e r o u s  l aye r  

o f  m u d ,  g r a ss ,  an d  d u n g  sm e a r e d  o v e r  t h e  w h o le  t h i n g .  

M u d ,  s w a m p  w a t e r ,  an d  m u ck  s l o p s  b e t w ee n  t h e  h u t s  an d  

e v en  f l o w s  in  an d  o u t  o f  t h e  lo w ,  o p e n  d o o r w a y s .

T h e  in t e r io r s  o f  th e  b u l ly w u g s ’ h u ts  a re  th e  c o m p le t e  

o p p o s it e  o f  t h e  l i z a r d f o lk ’s  lo n g h o u s e s :  w e t , filthy , s l o p ­

p i ly  m a d e , a n d  r e e k in g . T h e  f l o o r s  a r e n ’t ju s t  d a m p ; 

t h e y ’r e  c h u r n e d  in t o  m u d  p its  u p  t o  2  fe e t  d e e p , s o  th e  

b u l ly w u g s  c a n  r e s t  f r o g l ik e  in  m u d  u p  t o  t h e ir  e y e b a l ls .  

T h e y  h a v e  n o  s e n s e  o f  p r iv a c y  o r  p e r s o n a l  s p a c e .  A t 

n ig h t , t h e y  c r o w d  in  a to p  o n e  a n o t h e r  u n til  e v e r y o n e  is  

s q u e e z e d . B u lly w u g s  a r e n ’t a s s ig n e d  t o  a n y  p a r t ic u la r  

h u ts . T h e y  s le e p  in  w h ic h e v e r  is  m o s t  c o n v e n ie n t  w h e n  

th e y  g r o w  t ire d , s o  i t ’s  c o m m o n  f o r  s o m e  h u ts  t o  b e  

p a c k e d  at n ig h t  w h ile  o t h e r s  s it  c o m p le t e ly  e m p ty .

E ig h t  giant frogs h o p  r a n d o m ly  a m o n g  t h e  h u ts  o r  s it  

s ile n t ly  in  th e  p o o l s  o f  s t a n d in g  w a te r . T h e s e  c r e a t u r e s  

w e r e  r a i s e d  f r o m  t a d p o le s  b y  t h e  b u l ly w u g s  a n d  d o n ’t 

b o t h e r  t h e m , b u t  t h e y  a t ta c k  a n y o n e  e l s e  w h o  c a r e le s s ly  

w a n d e r s  w it h in  r e a c h  o f  th e ir  1 5 - fo o t - lo n g  t o n g u e s .

5. M o a t

T h e  m u d d y  w a t e r  la p p in g  a g a in s t  t h e  c a s t le  w a l ls  is  

in d is t in g u is h a b le  at a  g l a n c e  f r o m  t h e  p u d d le s  a n d  h ip -  

d e e p  w a t e r  s t a n d in g  t h r o u g h o u t  th e  a r e a , b u t  it h id e s  a 

m o a t .  P o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  m o a t  a r o u n d  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  t o w e r  

h a v e  f i l le d  in  t o  g r o u n d  le v e l, b u t  e l s e w h e r e  it is  3 0  to  

4 0  fe e t  w id e  a n d  u p  t o  15  fe e t  d e e p . T h e  c a u s e w a y  (1 A )  

a r c h e s  o v e r  th e  m o a t ,  p r o v i d in g  a  v is u a l  c lu e  th a t th e  

w a t e r  m a y  b e  d e e p e r  t h a n  it a p p e a r s .  A n y o n e  s p la s h ­

in g  a r o u n d  in  t h e  m o a t  a ttr a c ts  th e  a tte n t io n  o f  s ix  

crocodiles.

6. M a i n  G a t e

T h is  is  th e  o n ly  e n t r a n c e  in t o  t h e  c a s t le  t h a t ’s  u s e d . 

W h e n  t h e  c a s t le  w a s  b u ilt , a  p a ir  o f  s t o u t  w o o d e n  g a t e s  

a n d  a n  ir o n  p o r t c u l l i s  c l o s e d  o f f  t h is  1 2 - fo o t -w id e , 

1 0 - fo o t -h ig h  g a te w a y . T h e  g a t e s  a r e  n e v e r  c l o s e d ; th e y  

n o w  s a g  o n  t h e ir  h in g e s  s o  b a d ly  th a t i t ’s  n o t  w o r t h  th e  

e f fo r t  o f  le v e r in g  t h e m  in t o  p la c e  f o r  a n y  r e a s o n  s h o r t  

o f  a n  im m in e n t  a tta c k . T h e  p o r t c u l l is  is  r i g g e d  s o  it c a n  

b e  d r o p p e d  w it h  a  h a r d  y a n k  o n  a  le v e r  ( lo c a t e d  o n  t h e  

u p p e r  le v e l, a r e a  2 A ) , b u t  s in c e  it w a s  la s t  t e s t e d , th e  

m e c h a n is m  h a s  r u s t e d  to  th e  p o in t  w h e r e  t h e  g a te  w il l  

d r o p  o n ly  3  fe e t , th e n  ja m  in  p la c e .

I n s i d e  C a s t l e  N a e r y t a r

T h e  c a s t l e ’s  e x t e r io r  w a l ls  a v e r a g e  10  fe e t  t h ick . I n t e r io r  

w a l ls  a re  a ls o  s t o n e  b u t  o n ly  a b o u t  1 o r  2  fe e t  t h ick .

M o s t  o f  th e  s t r u c t u r e s  in s id e  t h e  c a s t le  a r e  m o r e  th a n  

o n e  s t o r y  ta ll . In  t h e  d e s c r ip t io n s ,  a r e a s  a r e  id e n t i fie d  

b y  f lo o r , t h e n  le tter, s o  a r e a  1 L  is  o n  th e  g r o u n d  f lo o r , 2 L  

t h e  s e c o n d  f lo o r , a n d  s o  o n . I f  a n  a r e a  d o e s n ’t h a v e  a n  

e n tr y  fo r  a  f lo o r ,  th e n  it d o e s n ’t e x is t  o n  th a t f lo o r .

G r o u n d  F l o o r

1A .  B a r b i c a n

T h e  b a r b i c a n  is  t h e  p r im a r y  d e fe n s iv e  p o s i t i o n  f o r  t h e  

c a s t l e .  It i s  g u a r d e d  r o u n d - t h e - c l o c k  b y  te n  bullywugs 

a n d  1d6 giant frogs. U n le s s  a  f ig h t  o r  o t h e r  d is t u r ­

b a n c e  h a s  h a p p e n e d  s o m e w h e r e ,  t h e s e  g u a r d s  a r e  at 

l o w  a le r t n e s s .



S l o p p y  m u d  c o v e r s  t h e  s t o n e  f lo o r  o f  t h is  la r g e  

c h a m b e r . P la n k s  h a v e  b e e n  la id  f r o m  t h e  g a t e w a y  to  

t h e  c a u s e w a y  e n t r a n c e  t o  c r e a t e  a  1 0 - fo o t -w id e  r a is e d  

b o a r d w a lk  f o r  t h e  c u lt is t s , w h o  d o n ’t e n jo y  w a lk in g  

t h r o u g h  m u d  t h e  w a y  b u l ly w u g s  d o .  T h e  s l ip p e r y  m u d  

m a k e s  e v e r y w h e r e  o f f  th e  p la n k s  d if ficu lt  t e r ra in  fo r  

c h a r a c t e r s .  A  f e w  t a b le s  h a v e  b e e n  t h r o w n  t o g e t h e r  f r o m  

p la n k s  la id  a c r o s s  b a r r e ls ,  w it h  c r u d e ly  m a d e  b e n c h e s  

f o r  s e a ts .  T h e  t a b le s  a n d  b e n c h e s  a r e  n e a r ly  a s  m u d d y  

a s  t h e  flo o r .

T h e  b a r b i c a n  h a s  n o  w i n d o w s  o r  a r r o w  s li ts  at g r o u n d  

le v e l.  D u r in g  d a y t im e , b r ig h t  l ig h t  is  w it h in  2 0  fe e t  o f  th e  

o p e n  g a t e w a y  a n d  th e  o p e n  d o o r w a y  t o  t h e  c a u se w a y . 

E v e r y w h e r e  e ls e ,  o i l  la m p s  c a s t  o n ly  d im  l ig h t  ( b e c a u s e  

t h e  b u l ly w u g s  n e v e r  c l e a n  th e m ) .

S t a ir s  le a d  u p  to  a re a  2 A .

1B. C a u s e w a y

T h is  1 8 0 - fo o t  c a u s e w a y  c r o s s e s  t h e  m o a t  a n d  le a d s  to  

t h e  c a s t l e ’s  o u te r  w a r d .  It h a s  n o  r o o f  s o  d e fe n d e r s  o n  

t h e  u p p e r  f lo o r  o f  t h e  b a r b ic a n  (a r e a  2 A )  c a n  la u n ch  

a r r o w s  in to  a t t a c k e r s  c r o w d e d  o n t o  t h e  c a u s e w a y . A  

s m a ll  d e fe n s iv e  b u lg e  a lo n g  th e  e a s t  w a l l  o f  t h e  c a u s e ­

w a y  is  n e v e r  m a n n e d .

1C. O u t e r  W a r d

T h e  g r o u n d  h e r e  w a s  o n c e  h a r d -p a c k e d  e a r t h , b u t  th e  

a r e a  in  fro n t  o f  th e  b a r r a c k s  (a r e a  1 G ) h a s  b e e n  c h u r n e d  

in to  m u d  b y  f la p p in g  b u l ly w u g  fe e t . A t  a n y  p a r t ic u la r  

t im e , t h e r e  a r e  1d 6  -  1 bullywugs a n d  1d 6  -  1 lizard­

folk p r e s e n t  in  th e  o u t e r  w a r d . L iz a r d f o lk  a r e  l ik e ly  to  b e  

w o r k in g  ( t r a in in g  t h e ir  g ia n t  l iz a r d s ) , w h i le  b u l ly w u g s  

m ig h t  b e  lo a f in g  o r  g iv in g  o r d e r s  t o  th e  l iz a r d fo lk .

1D. I n n e r  W a r d

O r ig in a l ly ,  t h e  p a s s a g e  b e t w e e n  t h e  o u te r  a n d  in n e r  

w a r d s  c o u ld  b e  c l o s e d  o f f  w it h  h e a v y  w o o d e n  g a te s , 

b u t  t h e y  h a v e  l o n g  s in c e  fa l le n  a p a rt  a n d  h a v e n ’t b e e n  

r e p la c e d .  T h e  in n e r  w a r d  is  p a t r o l le d  b y  t h r e e  guard 

drakes at a ll h o u r s  o f  th e  d ay . T h e y  a t ta c k  a n y o n e  t h e y  

d o n ’t r e c o g n i z e  o r  w h o  is n ’t a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  s o m e o n e  

th e y  r e c o g n iz e .

1E. N o r t h w e s t  T o w e r

T h e  d o o r  t o  t h is  t o w e r  h a s  b e e n  t o r n  o f f  its  h in g e s  a n d  

l ie s  o n  t h e  g r o u n d . O r ig in a l ly , a  w o o d e n  f lo o r  w a s  at 

g r o u n d  le v e l  w it h  a  p it b e n e a t h  it f o r  c o n f in in g  p r i s o n ­

e rs .  T h e  w o o d e n  f lo o r  is  c o m p le t e ly  r o t t e d  a w a y , a n d  th e  

p it h a s  b e e n  fi l le d  n e a r ly  to  g r o u n d  le v e l  w it h  g a rb a g e  

a n d  m u d .



T h e r e  m u s t  h av e  b een  a w o o d e n  f l o o r  in  t h i s  t o w e r  w h en  

i t  w as  b u i l t ,  t o  c o v e r  t h e  d u n g e o n  p i t  b e n e a t h  i t . N o w  

t h e  f l o o r  is g o n e  an d  t h e  d u n g eo n  h as b een  t u r n e d  i n t o  

a g a r b a g e  p i t  an d  l a t r i n e  f i l l ed  w i t h  f o u l - sm e l l i n g  w as t e  

an d  s w a m p  w a t e r  t o  j u s t  a f e w  f e e t  b e l o w  t h e  l ev e l  o f  

t h e  d o o r w a y .  T h e  f l o o r  ab o v e  is b ad l y  r o t t e d  an d  l ar g e  

p o r t i o n s  h av e  c o l l a p se d .  T h r o u g h  t h e  g a p i n g  h o le s  in  

t h e  s e c o n d  f l o o r ,  y o u  c an  see t h a t  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r  is s t i l l  in  

g o o d  c o n d i t i o n .  Bu t  t o  r each  t h e  s t o n e  s t a i r s  t h a t  c i r c l e  

u p w ar d  a r o u n d  t h e  o u t e r  w a l l ,  y o u  m u s t  c r o ss  10 f e e t  o f  

i n d e s c r i b a b le  m u ck .

T h e  p it is  h o m e  t o  a n  otyugh th a t c o n s u m e s  m u c h  o f  

t h e  c a s t l e ’s  g a r b a g e . W h e n  c h a r a c t e r s  a r r iv e ,  it is  s it t in g  

q u ie t ly  s u b m e r g e d  in  t h e  m u c k , m a k in g  it u n d e t e c t a b le  

u n le s s  c h a r a c t e r s  s t ir  t h e  fo u l - s m e l l in g  s t u f f  w it h  p o le s .  

I f  s o m e o n e  s t e p s  in t o  th e  m u c k  o r  le a p s  t o  th e  s t e p s ,  

t h e  o t y u g h  la s h e s  o u t  w it h  its  t e n t a c le s .  A  g r a p p le d  

c h a r a c t e r  is  d r a g g e d  in t o  t h e  p it  w h e r e ,  a lo n g  w it h  a ll 

t h e  h a z a r d s  o f  b e in g  s a v a g e d  b y  a n  o ty u g h , t h e r e  is  

t h e  a d d e d  d a n g e r  o f  d r o w n in g . It ’s  s a fe  t o  a s s u m e  th a t 

c h a r a c t e r s  e n t e r in g  t h is  t o w e r  w i l l  ta k e  a  b ig  g u lp  o f  

c le a n  a ir  f ir st , b u t  t h e  o t y u g h ’s  a tta c k  m ig h t  k n o c k  th e  

w in d  o u t o f  t h e m . A l l o w  t h e  a tt a c k e d  c h a r a c t e r  t o  m a k e  

a  C o n s t it u t io n  s a v in g  t h r o w  w it h  a  D C  e q u a l  to  5  p lu s  

t h e  d a m a g e  c a u s e d  b y  th e  o t y u g h ’s  t e n ta c le  a tta ck . A  

s u c c e s s f u l  s a v in g  t h r o w  m e a n s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  h a s  a  lu n g ­

fu l o f  a ir  w h e n  d r a g g e d  in t o  t h e  m u c k  a n d  c a n  h o ld  h is  

o r  h e r  b re a th  fo r  a  n u m b e r  o f  m in u t e s  e q u a l  t o  1 +  h is  

o r  h e r  C o n s t it u t io n  m o d if ie r , w it h  a  m i n im u m  o f  3 0  s e c ­

o n d s  (5  r o u n d s ) .  F a ilu re  m e a n s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r ’s  lu n g s  a re  

e m p ty , a n d  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  fa lls  u n c o n s c i o u s  at th e  e n d  

o f  h is  o r  h e r  t u r n  a ft e r  a  n u m b e r  o f  r o u n d s  e q u a l  t o  th e  

c h a r a c t e r ’s  C o n s t itu t io n  m o d if i e r  u n le s s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  

b r e a k s  f r e e  f r o m  th e  o t y u g h ’s  g r a s p  b e fo r e  th e n . S e e  th e  

s u f fo c a t in g  r u le s  in  t h e  Player’s Handbook.

1F . S t a b l e s

T h e  fittes t , m o s t  f e r o c io u s  o f  t h e  g ia n t  l iz a r d s  a re  

h o u s e d  h e r e  in s t e a d  o f  in  t h e  o p e n  s t o c k a d e  (a r e a  2 ), to  

p r o t e c t  t h e m  a g a in s t  t h e  b it in g  a n d  c la w in g  th a t g o e s  

o n  in  t h e  c o m m o n  e n c l o s u r e .  T h e s e  l iz a r d s  a re  u s e d  a s  

r id in g  m o u n t s  b y  l iz a r d f o l k  o n  l o n g  p a tr o ls .  T h e  s ta l ls , 

o r ig in a l ly  b u i lt  f o r  h o r s e s ,  h a v e  b e e n  e n la r g e d  t o  a c c o m ­

m o d a t e  t h e  b e a s t s  (e ig h t  giant lizards). T h e  n o r m a l ly  

le t h a r g ic  c r e a t u r e s  g r o w  a g it a te d  w h e n  s t r a n g e r s  e n te r  

t h e  s t a b le s .  I f  c h a r a c t e r s  l in g e r  fo r  m o r e  t h a n  a  m in u t e , 

t w o  o f  t h e  l iz a r d s  s ta r t  la s h in g  t h e  w a lls  w i t h  th e ir  t a ils . 

T h e  o t h e r s  p ic k  u p  t h e  r u c k u s  in  s h o r t  o r d e r  s o  th a t 

w it h in  t w o  m in u t e s ,  a ll a re  t h r a s h in g  a t t h e  w a l ls  a n d  

b e l lo w in g . T h e  c o m m o t io n  d r a w s  f o u r  lizardfolk w h o  

a r e  t h e  g ia n t  l i z a r d s ’ h a n d le r s .  T h e  l iz a r d f o lk  h a v e  a 

c a lm in g  in f lu e n c e  o n  th e  g ia n t  l iz a r d s ,  b u t  i f  t h e y  a re  

in t e r fe r e d  w ith , t h e  d is q u ie t e d  l iz a r d s  s m a s h  t h r o u g h  

t h e ir  s ta l ls  a n d  a tt a c k  a n y t h in g  in  t h e  s t a b le s .

A  la d d e r  in  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  th e  s t a b le s  g r a n ts  

a c c e s s  t o  a  lo f t  a b o v e  th e  s t a b le s .

1G. L o w e r  B a r r a c k s

T h is  la r g e  s t r u c t u r e  w a s  b u i lt  t o  h o u s e  t h e  c a s t l e ’s  g a r ­

r is o n . P h a r b le x  a n d  h is  h a n d -p ic k e d  c i r c le  o f  b u l ly w u g  

t o u g h s  h a s  t a k e n  it o v e r . P h a r b le x  is  s e ld o m  h e r e ,  b u t  

d u r in g  th e  d ay , t w e lv e  bullywugs lo u n g e  in  t h e  s q u a lo r . 

T h a t  n u m b e r  d o u b le s  at n ig h t .

I f  c h a r a c t e r s  w a lk  in t o  th e  b a r r a c k s  d u r in g  d a y t im e , 

r e a d  th e  t e x t  b e l o w  a lo u d . I f  t h e y  s n e a k  in  o r  e n te r  in  th e  

m i d d le  o f  th e  n ig h t , a d ju s t  a n d  p a r a p h r a s e  a c c o r d in g ly .

T w e lv e  b u l l y w u g s  eye  y o u  s u s p i c i o u s l y  f r o m  a r o o m  t h a t  

m ig h t  h av e  b een  a t i d y  b a r r ac k s  o n c e .  N o w  i t  i s l a r g e l y  

e m p t y  o f  f u r n i t u r e ,  m u ch  o f  t h e  f l o o r  is c h u r n e d  i n t o  m u d ,  

an d  t h e  s t i n k  o f  b u l l y w u g s  p e r m e a t e s  e v e r y t h i n g .

I f  th e  b u l ly w u g s  a s s u m e  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  a re  c u lt is t s , th e y  

to le r a te  t h e ir  p r e s e n c e  h e r e  o n  t h e  lo w e s t  f lo o r  o f  th e  

b a r r a c k s .  T h e y  w o n ’t a l l o w  a n y o n e  u p s t a ir s ,  a n d  t h e y  

w o n ’t ta k e  o r d e r s  f r o m  s o m e o n e  t h e y  d o n ’t k n o w  a n d  

r e c o g n i z e .  I f  a  f ig h t b r e a k s  o u t  in  t h is  a re a , b u l ly w u g s  

fr o m  t h e  u p p e r  le v e l (a r e a  2 G )  le a p  in t o  t h e  b a tt le  f r o m  

th e  s t a ir c a s e  o n  th e  t h ird  r o u n d .

T h r e e  m u d -s p a t te r e d  c h e s t s  a r e  s h o v e d  in to  th e  s h e l ­

t e r e d  s p a c e  b e h in d  th e  s t a ir c a s e .  T h e s e  c o n t a in  m u c h  o f  

th e  b u l ly w u g s ’ a c c u m u la t e d  pay. D r a lm o r r e r  B o r n g r a y  

p a y s  t h e m  w it h  a r t i c le s  o f  l o o t e d  t r e a s u r e  th a t h e  d e e m s  

t o o  c h e a p  o r  ta c k y  t o  in c lu d e  in  t h e  h o a r d  b e in g  a c c u m u ­

la te d  f o r  T ia m a t . T h e  c h e s t s  c o n t a in  h u n d r e d s  o f  i t e m s  

m a d e  f r o m  c o p p e r  a n d  t in  a n d  th a t  in c o r p o r a t e  s m a l l  o r  

d a m a g e d  s e m ip r e c io u s  s t o n e s .  T h e  t h r e e  c h e s t s  c o m ­

b in e d  c o n t a in  3 0 ,0 0 0  c p ,  5 0 0  s p , a n d  j e w e l r y  ( c o p p e r  

a n d  t in  w i t h  o r n a m e n t a l  o r  s e m ip r e c io u s  s t o n e s )  w o r t h  

a n o t h e r  3 5 0  g p , fo r  a  t o ta l  v a lu e  o f  7 0 0  g p . T h e ir  to ta l  

w e ig h t  is  o v e r  5 0 0  p o u n d s :  3 0 5  p o u n d s  o f  c o i n s  p lu s  

a n o t h e r  2 0 0  p o u n d s  o f  je w e lr y .

B u r ie d  a m o n g  a ll th e  c o p p e r  a n d  t in  in  o n e  c h e s t  is  a 

s m a l l  m a h o g a n y  b o x  c o n t a in in g  t w o  potions of healing 

a n d  o n e  v ia l  o f  oil of etherealness, o v e r lo o k e d  b y  th e  

c u lt is t s  d u r in g  s o r t in g .

1H. F o r g e  a n d  A r m o r y

N a e r y t a r ’s  b u i ld e r s  s e t  u p  t h is  s t r u c t u r e  f o r  th e  b la c k ­

s m it h s  w h o  w o u ld  b u i ld  a n d  m a in ta in  th e  a r m o r  a n d  

w e a p o n s  n e e d e d  b y  th e  c a s t le ’s  d e fe n d e r s .

A  l a r g e  f o r g e  d o m in a t e s  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h i s  c h am b er ,  w h i c h  

is p l e a s a n t l y  w a r m  t h a n k s  t o  a b ed  o f  co a l s  g l o w in g  d u l l y  

in  t h e  f o r g e .  H al f - a- d o z en  l i z a r d f o l k  a r e  w o r k i n g  a r o u n d  

t h e  f o r g e ,  b u t  t h e y  d o n ’ t  s ee m  t o  b e  a c c o m p l i s h i n g  

m u ch .  O t h e r  a c c o u t e r m e n t s  o f  t h e  b l a c k s m i t h ’s t r a d e  ar e 

s c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  r o o m ,  an d  m an y  v e r y  p o o r l y  m ad e  

m e t a l  i t e m s  ar e h e ap ed  in  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  co r n e r .

A  fe w  m o n t h s  a g o , D r a lm o r r e r  B o r n g r a y  d e c id e d  t o  p u t 

t h e  fo r g e  b a c k  in to  o p e r a t io n . H e  d e s p i s e s  P h a r b le x  

a n d  t h e  b u l ly w u g s ,  a n d  h e  w o u ld  p r e fe r  t o  d e a l s o le ly  

w it h  t h e  l iz a r d f o lk  i f  t h e y  c o u l d  o v e r c o m e  t h e  g lo o m  

th a t h a s  g r ip p e d  t h e  t r ib e  s in c e  P h a r b le x  m u r d e r e d



t h e ir  s h a m a n . B o r n g r a y  t h o u g h t  m a s t e r in g  a  c r a ft  a s  

a d v a n c e d  a s  m e t a lw o r k in g  w o u ld  in s ti ll  t h e  l iz a r d f o lk  

w it h  a  r e n e w e d  s e n s e  o f  p r id e . H e  m ig h t  b e  r ig h t , b u t 

s o  far, t h e  l iz a r d f o lk  h a v e  s h o w n  litt le  a p t itu d e  f o r  th e  

c r a ft . T h e y  d o ,  h o w e v e r , e n jo y  b a s k in g  in  t h e  w a r m t h  o f  

t h e  fo r g e ,  a n d  th e y  h a v e  le a r n e d  t o  ta k e  e x c e l le n t  c a r e  o f  

t h e ir  n e w  w e a p o n s  e v e n  i f  t h e y  c a n ’t m a n u fa c t u r e  m o r e .

T h e  s ix  lizardfolk in  th e  fo r g e  r o o m  w o n ’t a tta ck  

u n le s s  t h e y  a re  a n t a g o n iz e d  first. T h e y  a re  tr y in g  to  m a k e  

a n  ir o n  s p e a r  p o in t  f r o m  s c r a p s  o f  r u in e d  a rm o r , b u t th e ir  

e f fo r t  is  p r o d u c in g  s o m e t h in g  m o r e  l ik e  a s h o v e l th a n  a 

b la d e . T h e y  lis te n  a tte n tiv e ly  i f  c h a r a c te r s  o f fe r  a d v ic e  b u t 

s h o w  n o  s ig n  o f  c o m p r e h e n d in g  w h a t  t h e y ’r e  to ld .

1I. L i z a r d f o l k  R e a d y  R o o m

T h e  t w e lv e  lizardfolk s e le c t e d  b y  D r a lm o r r e r  B o r n g r a y  

to  s e r v e  a s  h is  b a c k u p  g u a r d s  u s e  t h is  n o r t h e a s t  t o w e r  

a s  t h e ir  b a r r a c k s .  T h is  c h a m b e r  is  t h e ir  d a y t im e  r e a d y  

r o o m . W h e n  t h e y  a r e  n o t  d r i l l in g  w it h  t h e ir  w e a p o n s , 

th e  l iz a r d f o l k  s p e n d  t h e ir  t im e  in  t h is  c h a m b e r , g a m ­

b lin g , e x e r c is in g , a n d  t e l l in g  s t o r i e s  o f  h a p p ie r  t im e s . 

B o r n g r a y  m a in t a in s  t h is  f o r c e  a s  in s u r a n c e  a g a in s t  

t r e a c h e r y  b y  P h a r b le x  a n d  th e  b u l ly w u g s .

L ik e  g u a r d s  e ls e w h e r e  in  th e  c a s t le ,  t h o s e  in  th is  

r o o m  a s s u m e  th a t s t r a n g e r s  a r e  n e w ly  a r r iv e d  c u lt is ts  

u n le s s  t h e y  h a v e  r e a s o n  t o  t h in k  o t h e r w is e  (s e e in g  

s t r a n g e r s  w it h  w e a p o n s  d r ip p in g  b lo o d  f r o m  r e c e n t  

c o m b a t  w o u ld  b e  o n e  s u c h  r e a s o n ) .  T h e y  w o n ’t a tta c k  

u n le s s  p r o v o k e d , b u t  t h e y  w o n ’t le t  a n y o n e  g o  u p s t a ir s  o r  

in to  a r e a s  1J a n d  1K  w it h o u t  a n  e x c e l l e n t  r e a s o n , e ith e r .

1J. L i z a r d f o l k  S l e e p i n g  R o o m

T h e  te n  d o m in a n t  l iz a r d f o l k  g u a r d s  r e s t  in  th is  c h a m b e r , 

b e c a u s e  it g e ts  m o r e  w a r m t h  fr o m  t h e  fo r g e  (a r e a  1 H ) 

th a n  a r e a  1 K  d o e s .  T h e y  s le e p  o n  r e e d  p a l le t s  th a t a re  

s p r e a d  a c r o s s  t h e  f lo o r  in  n o  a p p a r e n t  p a tte r n , a n d  e a c h  

k e e p s  m e a g e r  b e lo n g in g s  b e n e a t h  h is  “b e d .”  D e s p it e  

th e  la c k  o f  o rd e r , th e  r o o m  is  c l e a n  a n d  d ry . It is  e m p t y  

d u r in g  th e  day, b u t te n  lizardfolk s le e p  h e r e  at n ig h t.

1K .  L i z a r d f o l k  S l e e p i n g  R o o m

T e n  l iz a r d f o l k  g u a r d s  s le e p  in  t h is  c h a m b e r . T h e y  a re  

t h e  l e s s  d o m in a n t  h a l f  o f  B o r n g r a y ’s  l iz a r d f o l k  g u a r d s , 

c o n s i g n e d  t o  t h is  s l e e p in g  c h a m b e r  b e c a u s e  it g e t s  le s s  

w a r m t h  f r o m  th e  f o r g e  (a r e a  1 H )  t h a n  a r e a  1J d o e s .

T h e y  s le e p  o n  r e e d  p a l le t s  th a t a r e  s p r e a d  a c r o s s  th e  

f lo o r  in  n o  a p p a r e n t  p a tte r n , a n d  e a c h  k e e p s  m e a g e r  

b e lo n g in g s  b e n e a t h  h is  “ b e d .”  D e s p it e  t h e  la c k  o f  o r d e r , 

th e  r o o m  is  c le a n  a n d  d ry . It is  e m p t y  d u r in g  t h e  day, b u t 

te n  lizardfolk s le e p  h e r e  at n ig h t .

1 L . C h a p e l

O v e r  th e  y e a r s ,  t h is  c h a p e l  h a s  b e e n  c o n s e c r a t e d  t o  s e v ­

e r a l d i f fe r e n t  d e it ie s ,  d e p e n d in g  o n  w h o  r u le d  t h e  c a s t le .  

N o w  it is  a  s h r in e  to  T ia m a t , a d o r n e d  w it h  a  h a n d s o m e  

w o o d e n  s t a t u e  o f  th e  d r a g o n  q u e e n  c r a ft e d  b y  l iz a r d fo lk .  

T h e  w o r k m a n s h ip  is  s u r p r is in g ly  g o o d , t h o u g h  m o s t  o f  

T ia m a t ’s  v i s a g e s  b e a r  a  s t r o n g e r  r e s e m b la n c e  t o  l iz a r d ­

fo lk  t h a n  t o  d r a g o n s . A  h id d e n  c o m p a r t m e n t  b e n e a t h  

T ia m a t ’s  b la c k  d r a g o n  h e a d  c o n t a in s  a  dagger of venom. 

It c a n  b e  fo u n d  w it h  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  15  I n t e l l ig e n c e

(I n v e s t ig a t io n )  c h e c k . O n ly  R e z m ir  a n d  a  f e w  o f  th e  

l iz a r d f o lk  ( in c lu d in g  S n a p ja w )  w h o  w e r e  in v o lv e d  in  

c a r v in g  t h e  s ta t u e  k n o w  a b o u t  th e  d a g g e r .

T h e  c u lt is t s  v e n e r a t e  T ia m a t  b u t  d o  n o t  w o r s h ip  h er, 

s o  th e  c h a p e l  is  s e ld o m  u s e d  f o r  a n y t h in g  th a t c o u ld  

b e  c o n s id e r e d  a  r e l ig io u s  o b s e r v a n c e  o r  m a s s .  In s te a d , 

in d iv id u a l  c u lt is t s  o r  s m a ll  g r o u p s  s o m e t im e s  r e t ire  

h e r e  fo r  q u ie t  r e f l e c t io n  o n  h o w  th e  w o r ld  w i l l  s u ffe r  

w h e n  t h e  Q u e e n  o f  D r a g o n s  r is e s .

1 M .  S t o r e r o o m

A ll  t h e  t r a s h  f r o m  t h e  c h a p e l— b r o k e n  s t o o ls ,  r o t t e d  a lta r  

c lo t h s ,  c o r r o d e d  i c o n s — w a s  d u m p e d  in  t h is  r o o m  w h e n  

th e  c u lt is t s  t o o k  o v e r . T h e r e ’s  n o t h in g  o f  v a lu e  h e r e .

1N .  R e c t o r y

T h is  w a s  o r ig in a l ly  t h e  c a s t le  p r i e s t ’s  l iv in g  q u a r t e r s ,  

a n d  it in c lu d e d  m a n y  s t u r d y  s t o r a g e  c a b in e t s  f o r  v e s t ­

m e n t s  a n d  r e l ig io u s  p a r a p h e r n a l ia .  A l l  th e  c a b in e t s  

w e r e  h a c k e d  o p e n  a n d  l o o t e d  l o n g  a g o . F o u r  dragon­

claws ( s e e  a p p e n d ix  B ) m o v e d  in t o  t h is  c h a m b e r  a n d  

t u r n e d  it in t o  th e ir  l iv in g  q u a r t e r s .  T h e y  t e n d  t h e  l ib ra r y  

in  a r e a  1 N .

1O. A r c h e r ’s G a l l e r y

T h is  l o n g  g a l le r y  o v e r lo o k s  t h e  c a u s e w a y  t h r o u g h  a r r o w  

s li ts . In  c a s e  o f  a n  a t ta c k , a r c h e r s  c o u ld  m a n  it. T h e  c u lt ­

is ts  d o n ’t u s e  it f o r  a n y th in g , a n d  a s id e  fr o m  c o b w e b s ,  it 

is  e m p ty .

1P. K i t c h e n

M e a ls  fo r  t h e  c u lt is t s  a r e  p r e p a r e d  in  t h is  k it c h e n  b y  a 

d w a r f  c h e f  a n d  h is  t w o  h u m a n  h e lp e r s  (commoners). 

T h e  c h e f  is  a  dwarf n a m e d  T h a r m  T h a r m z id .  I f  g iv e n  

t h e  c h a n c e , h e  c o m p la in s  b it te r ly  a b o u t  th e  la c k  o f  

in g r e d ie n t s  h e r e  f o r  g o o d  m e a ls .  E v e r y t h in g  h e  r e c e i v e s  

c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  l iz a r d f o lk  h u n t e r s  a n d  g a th e re r s ,  w h o s e  

n o t i o n s  a b o u t  w h a t  is  a n d  is n ’t e d ib le  d o n ’t m e s h  w e l l  

w it h  T h a r m z id ’s .

1Q .  G r e a t  H a l l

T h e  c u lt is t s  e a t  t h e ir  m e a ls  a n d  c o n d u c t  m o s t  o f  th e ir  

b u s in e s s  in  t h is  h ig h , w id e  h a l l.  T h e  e a s t e r n  e n d  o f  th e  

h a l l is  u s e d  f o r  d in in g  a n d  s o c i a l iz in g . T h e  w e s t e r n  h a l f  

is  w h e r e  c o n t r a b a n d  h a u le d  in  f r o m  t h e  C a r n a t h  R o a d ­

h o u s e  is  in s p e c t e d , c le a n e d , s o r t e d , a n d  r e p a c k e d  b e fo r e  

b e in g  c a r r ie d  d o w n  to  t h e  p o r t a l  b e n e a t h  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  

to w e r . T h e  t a b le s  in  th a t h a l f  o f  t h e  h a ll  a r e  c o v e r e d  

w it h  v a lu a b le s .  T h e  s o u t h w e s t  c o r n e r  o f  th e  r o o m  is  

a  m a k e s h if t  c a r p e n t r y  s h o p ,  w h e r e  c u lt is ts  b u i ld  n e w  

c h e s t s  a n d  b o x e s  to  h o ld  t h e  p lu n d e r . I f  c h a r a c t e r s  h a v e  

a c h a n c e  t o  p a w  t h r o u g h  th e  p i l e s  a n d  k e e p  w h a t  th e y  

fin d , t h e y  g e t  4 5 0  g p , 5 2 0  s p , 8 0  p p , 2 2  s e m ip r e c io u s  

s t o n e s  (5  x  3 5  g p , 6  x 4 5  g p , 6  x 5 5  g p , 4  x  6 5  g p , 1 x  8 0  

g p ), a n d  a  potion of greater healing. A lte r n a tiv e ly , y o u  

c a n  c r e a t e  y o u r  o w n  e x p e r t - le v e l  h o a r d .

L o o t in g  w o n ’t b e  p o s s ib le ,  h o w e v e r ,  a s  l o n g  a s  a n y  

c u lt is t s  a r e  a liv e . D u r in g  t h e  d ay , t h e r e  w i l l  a lw a y s  b e  

t w e lv e  cultists (o f  in it ia te  r a n k ) w o r k i n g  in  t h e  G r e a t  

H a ll  a n d  fo u r  dragonclaws ( s e e  a p p e n d ix  B ) k e e p in g



a n  e y e  o n  t h e m . M o s t  o f  th e  c u lt is t s  a re  h u m a n , b u t  a ll 

t h e  c h a r a c t e r  r a c e s  a r e  r e p r e s e n t e d . T h e  p r e c is e  m ix  

d o e s n ’t m a tte r .

I f  t h e r e  is  a n y  d is t u r b a n c e  in  th e  G r e a t  H a ll, e v e r y o n e  

w it h in  h e a r in g  r e s p o n d s  to  th e  h u e  a n d  cry . C u lt is ts  in  

th e  s o u t h w e s t  t o w e r  a n d  g u a r d  d r a k e s  f r o m  t h e  in n e r  

w a r d  s h o w  u p  at th e  s ta r t  o f  t h e  th ir d  r o u n d , a n d  a n y  

b u l ly w u g s  o r  l iz a r d f o lk  in  th e  o u t e r  w a r d  r e s p o n d  at th e  

b e g in n in g  o f  th e  fo u r t h  r o u n d .

A t  n ig h t , t w o  guard drakes ( s e e  a p p e n d ix  B )  s le e p  

in  t h e  G r e a t  H a ll  w h ile  a  t h ird  guard drake p a t r o ls  th e  

h a l l  a n d  th e  in n e r  w a r d . E v e n  a s le e p , th e  g u a r d  d r a k e s  

a re  at n o r m a l  a le r t n e s s .

1R. So u t h w e s t  T o w e r  

A n t e c h a m b e r

S w a m p  w a t e r  s e e p s  in t o  t h is  c h a m b e r  t h r o u g h  a  c r a c k  

in  t h e  fo u n d a t io n  t o  p o o l  in c h e s  d e e p  o n  t h e  s a g g in g  

s t o n e  f lo o r  a n d  fill th e  a ir  w it h  a  c lo y in g , m o ld y  s t in k . 

T h e  c u lt is ts  la id  a  w a lk w a y  o f  p la n k s  a c r o s s  t h e  f lo o r  s o  

t h e y  c a n  w a lk  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  d o o r w a y s  w it h o u t  s o a k ­

in g  t h e ir  fe e t .  T h is  c h a m b e r  is n ’t u s e d  f o r  a n y t h in g  o t h e r  

t h a n  a  p a s s a g e  b e t w e e n  a r e a s  1Q  a n d  1 R .

1S. Su b t e r r a n e a n  E n t r a n c e

T h e  p u d d le s  in  a r e a  1 R  d o n ’t e x t e n d  in t o  t h is  c h a m b e r , 

b u t  t h e  s m e ll  d o e s .  B e c a u s e  o f  th a t, th e  c u lt is ts  u s e  th is  

c h a m b e r  o n ly  a s  a n  a c c e s s w a y  t o  o t h e r  a r e a s .

T h e  m o s t  im p o r t a n t  fe a t u r e  o f  t h is  c h a m b e r  is  th e  

s t a i r c a s e  th a t le a d s  d o w n  to  t h e  c a v e r n s  b e n e a t h  t h e  

c a s t le .  It s its  d ir e c t ly  b e lo w  t h e  s t a ir s  th a t l e a d  u p  to  

le v e l  t w o  o f  t h e  to w e r . T h e r e  is  n o  d o o r w a y  a c r o s s  e ith e r  

s e t  o f  s t e p s .  A  d o o r  in t o  a r e a  1T  is  c l o s e d  b u t  n o t  l o c k e d .

1T . U n u s e d  C h a m b e r

T h is  c h a m b e r  is  w e t  a n d  m o ld y , t h o u g h  n o t  f lo o d e d . T h e  

c u lt is t s  d o n ’t u s e  it b e c a u s e  o f  th e  d a m p n e s s ,  s o  g ia n t  

c e n t i p e d e s  h a v e  m o v e d  in  a n d  m a d e  a  n e s t .  A n y o n e  w h o  

o p e n s  t h e  d o o r  a n d  e n t e r s  t h e  c h a m b e r  b e c o m e s  th e  

ta rg e t  o f  te n  giant centipedes.

I f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  p o s e  a s  r e in fo r c e m e n t s  s e n t  b y  th e  

c u lt ,  t h e y  a r e  a s s ig n e d  t h is  c h a m b e r  a s  t h e ir  q u a rt e r s . 

T h e i r  f ir s t  t a s k  is  c l e a r i n g  o u t  t h e  c e n t i p e d e s ,  c h in k in g  

le a k s ,  a n d  g e n e r a l ly  m a k in g  th e  r o o m  l iv a b le .

1U . K e e p  E n t r a n c e

T h e  e n t r a n c e  t o  t h e  m a in  k e e p  is  r a i s e d  t h r e e  s t e p s  

a b o v e  th e  le v e l o f  t h e  in n e r  w a r d . A  s to u t  w o o d e n  d o o r  

in  g o o d  r e p a ir  b a r s  it, b u t  t h e  d o o r  is  n e v e r  lo c k e d  o r  

b a r r e d  u n d e r  n o r m a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .

T h is  f r o n t  c h a m b e r  is  a  s m a ll  v e r s i o n  o f  th e  G r e a t  

H a ll,  w it h  a  f e w  t a b le s  a n d  b e n c h e s  th a t a re  s e ld o m  

u s e d .  S p ir a l  s t a ir s  le a d  u p  t o  t h e  s e c o n d  f lo o r .

1V. W est  G u e s t  Ro o m s

N o rm a lly ,  t h e s e  r o o m s  a r e n ’t u s e d ,  b u t  A z b a r a  J o s  

o c c u p i e s  t h e m  cu r re n t ly .  T h e y  a r e  r e a s o n a b ly  w a r m  

a n d  c o m fo r t a b le .  J o s  w i l l  b e  h e r e  w h e n  h e  i s n ’t c o n s u lt ­

in g  w it h  R e z m ir  in  a r e a  1U, 2 N , o r  3 L . J o s  k e e p s  a ll o f  

h is  r e a l  v a lu a b le s  w it h  h im . T h e  o n ly  t h in g s  h e  l e a v e s

in  t h e s e  c h a m b e r s  a r e  h is  c l o t h e s  a n d  h is  t r a v e lin g  

s p e l lb o o k , w h ic h  is  l o c k e d  in s id e  a  b o x  o f  s ilv e r - in la id  

r e d w o o d . T h e  l o c k  c a n  b e  o p e n e d  w it h  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  

15  D e x t e r it y  c h e c k , b u t  i f  th e  r o l l  is  l e s s  t h a n  2 0 , th e  

t a m p e r in g  s e t s  o f f  a  m a g i c a l  w a r d  w it h  t h e  s a m e  e f fe c t  

a s  a  Melf’s acid arrow s p e l l ;  th e  a c i d  a r r o w  la u n c h e s  at 

t h e  c h a r a c t e r  w h o  o p e n e d  th e  b o x  a n d  c a u s e s  4 d 6  a c id  

d a m a g e  im m e d ia t e ly  p lu s  a n o t h e r  4 d 6  a c i d  d a m a g e  

at th e  e n d  o f  th e  c h a r a c t e r ’s  n e x t  tu rn . T h e  d a m a g e  

is  h a lv e d  i f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  m a k e s  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  15 

D e x t e r it y  s a v in g  t h r o w . O p e n in g  th e  b o x  w it h  th e  k e y  

d is a r m s  t h e  t ra p  a u t o m a t ica lly ;  J o s  c a r r ie s  th e  k e y  o n  a 

s t r in g  a r o u n d  h is  n e ck .

Se c o n d  F l o o r

2A. U p p e r  B a r b i c a n

A lt h o u g h  it is  m u c h  c l e a n e r  th a n  th e  lo w e r  le v e l, th e  

u p p e r  le v e l  o f  th e  b a r b i c a n  is  s t i ll  a  m e s s .  M u d d y , 

w e b b e d  f o o t p r in t s  o f  b u l ly w u g s  t ra i l u p  a n d  d o w n  th e  

s t a ir s  a n d  fa n  o u t  a c r o s s  t h e  f lo o r . T h is  a r e a  is  s t a f fe d  b y  

n in e  bullywugs d a y  a n d  n ig h t , b u t at n ig h t , t h e y  t e n d  to  

s l e e p  o n  w a tc h .

T h is  le v e l o f  th e  b a r b ic a n  h a s  n o  r o o f .  H u n d r e d s  o f  

m e l o n -s iz e d  s t o n e s  a r e  p i le d  a r o u n d  t h e  b a t t le m e n t s  fo r  

t h r o w in g  d o w n  o n  t h e  h e a d s  o f  a t ta c k e r s . M a n y  o f  th e  

p i l e s  h a v e  c o l la p s e d , a n d  th e  b u l ly w u g s  a r e  t o o  la z y  to  

r e s t a c k  t h e m .

T h e  c a u s e w a y  is  fu l ly  e x p o s e d  t o  a r c h e r s  p o s it io n e d  

at t h e  r e a r  o f  th e  b a r b ic a n , b u t  t h e  b u l ly w u g s  s e ld o m  

w a t c h  th a t d ir e c t io n .

T h e  m a in  fe a t u r e  o f  t h is  a r e a  is  a  s ig n a l  d r u m  c a r v e d  

f r o m  a n  e n o r m o u s  h o l l o w  lo g . T h is  d r u m  c a n  b e  h e a r d  

fo r  m ile s  w h e n  it is  b e a t e n  v ig o r o u s ly .  T h e  b u l ly w u g s  

s e n d  m a n y  d if fe r e n t  s ig n a ls  w it h  t h e  d r u m : t h e y  c a n  

r e c a l l  p a t r o ls  a n d  f o r a g e r s  t o  th e  c a s t le ,  w a k e  u p  th e  

c a m p ,  in d ic a t e  m e a lt im e s , a n n o u n c e  c h a n g e s  o f  th e  

g u a rd , a n d  s o u n d  a  g e n e r a l a la r m  i f  th e  c a s t le  e v e r  c o m e s  

u n d e r  a tta ck . T h e  d r u m  is  h e a r d  a b o u t  s ix  t im e s  o n  a  t y p ­

ic a l  day, a n d  e v e r y o n e  w h o  l iv e s  at th e  c a s t le  k n o w s  th e  

m e a n in g s  o f  th e  d if fe r e n t  d r u m b e a t s . C h a r a c t e r s  w o n ’t 

k n o w  w h a t  t h e y  m e a n  w ith o u t  a s k in g  s o m e o n e .

2E. R o t t e d  F l o o r

T h e  s e c o n d  le v e l  o f  th e  n o r t h w e s t  t o w e r  is  in  b a d  s h a p e . 

T h e r e  a re  la r g e  h o le s  w h e r e  t h e  f lo o r b o a r d s  h a v e  c o m ­

p le te ly  r o t te d  a w a y  o r  fa l le n  in t o  th e  m u c k  b e lo w , a n d  th e  

f lo o r b o a r d s  th a t r e m a in  a re  u n l ik e ly  to  s u p p o r t  a  h u m a n ’s  

w e ig h t .  T h e  b e a m s  a re  s t il l s tr o n g , b u t t h e y  a re  s l ic k  w ith  

fu n g u s  a n d  m o ld . A  s u c c e s s fu l  D C  10  D e x t e r ity  (A c ro b a t ­

ic s )  c h e c k  is  n e e d e d  to  c r o s s  th e  le v e l o n  a  b e a m  w ith o u t  

s l ip p in g  a n d  fa l lin g  in to  th e  a w fu ln e s s  o f  a r e a  1E .

A c r o s s  t h e  to w e r , u p  a g a in s t  t h e  s o u t h  w a ll ,  is  a  s in g le , 

l o c k e d  t r u n k . T h e  l o c k  c a n  b e  o p e n e d  w it h  a  s e t  o f  

t h ie v e s ’ t o o l s  a n d  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  10  D e x t e r it y  c h e c k . 

T h e  c h e s t  c o n t a in s  1 ,8 2 5  c p ,  5 4  s p ,  a n d  a  p a ir  o f  g a r is h  

g o ld  e a r r in g s  th a t w o u ld  b e  w o r t h  a n o t h e r  10  g p  i f  

m e lte d . T h e  c h e s t  w a s  le ft  b e h in d  w h e n  t h e  la s t  t e n a n t s  

o f  th e  c a s t l e  d e p a r t e d , b e in g  c o n s id e r e d  n o t  w o r t h  th e  

e f fo r t  t o  lu g  d o w n  t h e  s t a ir s .

T h e  s t o n e  s t e p s  th a t w in d  a r o u n d  t h e  o u te r  w a l l  c o m e



t o  a  s m a ll  (a p p r o x im a t e ly  3  fe e t  

b y  3  fe e t )  s t o n e  la n d in g , th e n  

c o n t in u e  u p w a r d  to  t h e  th ird  

le v e l. C h a r a c t e r s  a r e  s a fe  f r o m  

fa l l in g  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e y  s ta y  o n  

t h e  la n d in g  o r  th e  s t e p s .

A  t r a p d o o r  c l o s e s  o f f  t h e  t o p  

o f  t h e  s t a ir s  at t h e  c e i l in g . T h e  

d o o r  is  la t c h e d  w it h  a  s im p le  

w o o d e n  t u r n -b u tt o n . T h e  d o o r  

a l s o  b e a r s  a  w a r n in g  b u t, 

b e c a u s e  t h e  w a r n in g  w a s  d r a w n  

in  c h a lk  n e a r ly  a  c e n t u r y  a g o , 

it i s  a ll b u t  in v is ib le  n o w . It c a n  

b e  n o t i c e d  w i t h  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  

2 0  W is d o m  ( P e r c e p t io n )  c h e c k .

A ft e r  th e  c h a lk  m a r k  is  n o t i c e d , 

a n y o n e  w h o  r e a d s  D w a r v is h  

c a n  c o r r e c t ly  in t e rp re t  it a s  a 

w a r n in g  th a t p o w e r f u l  u n d e a d  

r e s id e  in  th e  r o o m  b e y o n d .

A d v e n t u r e r s  p la c e d  t h e  r u n e  

h e r e  d e c a d e s  a g o  a ft e r  r u n n in g  

a fo u l  o f  t h e  s p e c t e r s  in  a r e a  3 E .

2F . S t a b l e s  L o f t

T h e  lo ft  a b o v e  t h e  s t a b le s  is  

w h e r e  t h e  l iz a r d f o lk  s t o r e  

b u n d le s  o f  c u t  r e e d s  t o  u s e  a s  

b e d d in g  in  t h e  s t a l ls  o f  t h e  g ia n t  

l iz a r d s .  O t h e r  t h a n  r e e d s  a n d  a 

fe w  b a ts , n o t h in g  e l s e  is  h e r e .

2 G .  U p p e r  

B a r r a c k s

Pharblex Spattergoo ( s e e  

a p p e n d ix  B ) a n d  h is  p e r s o n a l  

re t in u e  o f  te n  bullywugs u s e  

th is  le v e l  o f  th e  b a r r a c k s  a s  t h e ir  

l iv in g  q u a rt e r s . N o  o n e  e ls e  

h a s  a n y  b u s in e s s  b e in g  in  t h is  c h a m b e r , in c lu d in g  c u lt ­

is ts . N o t  e v e n  B o r n g r a y  o r  R e z m ir  h e r s e l f  a re  w e l c o m e  

h e r e .  T h e  b u l ly w u g s  a r e  a lw a y s  h e r e  at n ig h t  b u t o n ly  

t w o  s ta n d  g u a r d  o v e r  th e  t r e a s u r e  c h e s t  d u r in g  th e  day, 

w h e n  P h a r b le x  s p e n d s  m o s t  o f  h is  t im e  in  th e  g ia n t  f r o g  

h a t c h e r y  b e n e a t h  th e  c a s t le .  T h o s e  t w o  g u a r d s  tru s t n o  

o n e , a n d  o n e  o f  t h e m  is  e q u ip p e d  w it h  a  h o r n  m a d e  o f  

c r o c o d i l e  b o n e  w it h  w h ic h  to  s o u n d  th e  a la r m  i f  t r o u b le  

d e v e lo p s .

L ik e  a ll  a r e a s  o c c u p i e d  b y  b u l ly w u g s , t h is  c h a m b e r  is  

a  m e s s .  R e e d  p a l le ts ,  d ir t y  b a s k e t s ,  a n d  a n im a l  b o n e s  

l it te r  th e  f lo o r .

In  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  r o o m  is  a la r g e , s t u r d y  

c h e s t ,  w r a p p e d  in  c h a in s  a n d  p a d lo c k e d .  T h e  l o c k  c a n  

b e  p ic k e d  w it h  t h ie v e s ’ t o o l s  a n d  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  12  

D e x t e r it y  c h e c k . I n s id e  is  P h a r b le x ’s  s h a r e  o f  t h e  b u l­

ly w u g s ’ p a y : s ilv e r  a n d  e le c t r u m  je w e lr y ,  h a n d  m ir r o r s ,  

s h e l l  c o m b s , h a ir  p in s  a n d  b r o o c h e s  w it h  s e m ip r e c io u s  

s t o n e s ,  a ll w it h  a  t o ta l  v a lu e  o f  1 ,3 7 6  g p . M o s t  o f  th e  

s i lv e r  is  b la c k  fr o m  t a r n is h . In  a  c iv i l i z e d  la n d , e v e r y  o n e  

o f  t h e s e  i t e m s  is  s o m e t h in g  th a t  w o u ld  b e  fo u n d  o n  a

w o m a n ’s  d r e s s in g  ta b le  o r  n ig h ts t a n d . T h is  is  a  p r iv a te  

j o k e  th a t D r a lm o r r e r  B o r n g r a y  f in d s  q u ie t ly  h i la r io u s .  

It ’s  a ll t h e  s a m e  to  P h a r b le x ,  s in c e  h e  k n o w s  n o t h in g  o f  

c iv i l iz a t io n  o r  th e  fa s h io n s  o f  h u m a n  n o b le w o m e n .

2 H .  A r s e n a l

T h i s  c h a m b e r  w a s  s t o c k e d  w it h  a rm o r , w e a p o n s , a n d  

h u n d r e d s  o f  a r r o w s  w h e n  th e  c a s t le  w a s  a b a n d o n e d . 

T h e  m e ta l  r u s t e d  t o  d u s t , th e  a r r o w s  w a r p e d  in t o  u s e ­

l e s s n e s s ,  a n d  t h e  le a t h e r  w a s  c h e w e d  a w a y  b y  ra ts  

a n d  o t h e r  v e r m in . N o w  t h is  c h a m b e r  is  t h e  u n o f f ic ia l  

h e a d q u a r t e r s  o f  t h e  l iz a r d f o l k  in  t h e  c a s t le .  N e it h e r  th e  

b u l ly w u g s  n o r  t h e  c u lt is ts  e v e r  c o m e  u p  h e r e .

T h e  a r s e n a l  c h a m b e r  is  th e  w a r m e s t  in  t h e  c a s t le ,  

t h a n k s  to  h e a t  r is in g  f r o m  th e  f o r g e  (a r e a  1 H ). T h e  

l iz a r d f o lk  th a t l iv e  in  t h e  c a s t le  g a t h e r  h e r e — u s u a lly  at 

n ig h t— t o  d i s c u s s  t h e ir  s i tu a t io n  a n d  w h a t  t h e y  s h o u ld  

d o .  T h e  d e b a t e  is  b e t w e e n  a c c e p t i n g  t h e ir  fa te  a s  lo w ly  

s e r v a n t s  o f  th e  C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n , a t t a c k in g  th e  b u l ly ­

w u g s  in  a  g lo r i o u s  y e t  s u ic id a l  a s s a u lt , o r  b id in g  th e ir  

t im e  u n til  t h e y  c a n  a tta c k  w it h  a  c h a n c e  o f  w in n in g .



T h e  l iz a r d f o lk ’s  s t o c k p i l e  o f  n e w  w e a p o n s  is  h id d e n  

b e n e a t h  s t a c k s  o f  r u s t e d , r o t t e n , c e n t u r y -o ld  a r m s . J u st 

a  f e w  m in u t e s  o f  s e a r c h in g  t h r o u g h  t h e  ju n k  c a n  t u rn  

u p  o n e  o r  t w o  b u n d le s  o f  s h a r p , c l e a n  b la d e s  fo r  s h o r t -  

s w o r d s ,  d a g g e r s ,  a n d  s p e a r s ,  n e a t ly  w r a p p e d  in  o i ls k in .

U n le s s  th e  l iz a r d f o l k  a r e  m e e t in g , t h is  c h a m b e r  u s u ­

a lly  is  e m p ty . T h e  l iz a r d f o l k  s e ld o m  c o m e  h e r e  w h e n  

t h e y  c o u ld  b e  o b s e r v e d  g a t h e r in g , to  a v o id  a ttr a c t in g  

s u s p ic io n  o r  m a k in g  a n y o n e  c u r io u s  a b o u t  w h a t ’s  in  th e  

“ u n u s e d ” r o o m  a b o v e  th e  fo r g e .

2 I , J,  K .  V a c a n t  R o o m s

D r a lm o r r e r  B o r n g r a y  a s s ig n e d  t h e  e n tir e  n o r t h e a s t  

t o w e r  t o  t h e  l iz a r d f o l k  fo r  t h e ir  u s e ,  b u t  t h e y  s l e e p  a n d  

l iv e  m a in ly  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  f lo o r . T h e  s e c o n d - f l o o r  r o o m s  

c o n t a in  n o t h in g  o f  in t e r e s t  o r  v a lu e .

I f  c h a r a c t e r s  p o k e  a r o u n d  in  t h is  a re a , h o w e v e r , t h o s e  

w it h  a  p a s s iv e  W is d o m  ( P e r c e p t io n )  s c o r e  o f  15  o r  

h ig h e r  n o t i c e  th a t t h e  d o o r s  b e t w e e n  a r e a s  2 H , 2 I , a n d  

2 K  o p e n  a n d  c l o s e  s m o o t h ly  a n d  s o u n d le s s ly ,  u n l ik e  

m o s t  o t h e r  d o o r s  in  t h e  c a s t le ,  w h ic h  s q u e a k  a n d  s q u e a l  

lo u d ly  o n  c o r r o d e d  h in g e s .  T h e  l iz a r d f o lk  k e e p  t h e s e  

d o o r s  w e l l - o i l e d  s o  th e y  c a n  s lip  u p  to  a r e a  2 H  in  t h e  

d e a d  o f  n ig h t  w it h o u t  a w a k e n in g  a n y  b u l ly w u g s  in  th e  

b a r r a c k s  (a r e a s  1 G  a n d  2 G ).

A  t r a p d o o r  c l o s e s  o f f  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s ta ir s  u p  t o  a r e a  3 I . 

T h e  t r a p d o o r  is n ’t l o c k e d , b u t  a  p a ir  o f  ir o n  s p ik e s  h a s  

b e e n  h a m m e r e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  d o o r  a n d  t h e  fr a m e . O p e n ­

in g  t h e  d o o r  r e q u ir e s  e it h e r  a  D C  10  S t r e n g t h  c h e c k  o r  

te n  m in u t e s  s p e n t  c a r e f u l ly  p r y in g  o u t  t h e  s p ik e s .  I f  th e  

d o o r  is  f o r c e d  a n d  n o  o n e  is  s t a n d in g  b y  r e a d y  t o  c a t c h  

t h e  s p ik e s ,  t h e y  c la t te r  n o is i ly  d o w n  th e  s te p s .

I f  c h a r a c t e r s  a r e  c a p t u r e d , th e y  a re  c o n f in e d  in  a re a  2J.

2L .  O u t e r  L i b r a r y

D r a lm o r r e r  B o r n g r a y  h a s  c o n v e r t e d  t h e  s e c o n d  f lo o r  o f  

t h e  c h a p e l  in t o  a  l ib ra ry . T h is  c h a m b e r  at t h e  t o p  o f  th e  

s t a ir s  c o n t a in s  a  f e w  c r a t e s  a n d  c h e s t s  o f  b o o k s  c u l le d  

f r o m  t h e  a r r iv in g  t r e a s u r e  th a t h a v e n ’t b e e n  s o r t e d  a n d  

c a t a lo g e d  y e t . O t h e r w is e ,  it is  e m p ty .

2M . R e a d i n g  R o o m

A  s m a l l  t a b le  a n d  t w o  c h a ir s  a r e  t h e  o n ly  f u r n is h in g s  in  

th is  c h a m b e r .

2N . L i b r a r y

S i n c e  t r e a s u r e  f ir s t  s t a r t e d  fu n n e l in g  t h r o u g h  N a e r y ta r , 

D r a lm o r r e r  B o r n g r a y  h a s  p u l l e d  o u t  a n y  b o o k s ,  p a r c h ­

m e n t s , ta b le ts , a n d  o t h e r  w r it t e n  m a te r ia l  th a t in t e r e s t e d  

h im . H e  k n o w s  b e t t e r  t h a n  t o  c l a im  it a s  h is  o w n ; h e  

w i l l  fo r w a r d  t h e s e  t r e a s u r e s  to  T ia m a t ’s  h o a r d  w h e n  

th e  w o r k  at C a s t le  N a e r y t a r  d r a w s  t o  a  c l o s e .  U n til th e n , 

h e  k e e p s  th e  w r it t e n  m a t e r ia l a t t h e  c a s t le  t o  s t u d y  a n d  

t o  d iv e r t  h im  fr o m  t h e  m is e r a b le  s u r r o u n d in g s .  R e z m ir  

k n o w s  a b o u t  t h e  l ib r a r y  a n d  a p p r o v e s  o f  u s in g  t h e  b o o k s  

t h is  w a y , a s  l o n g  a s  th e y  a r e  d e l iv e r e d  to  th e  W e ll  o f  

D r a g o n s  b e f o r e  T ia m a t ’s  a rr iv a l.

B o r n g r a y  h a s  a s s e m b le d  a n  i m p r e s s iv e  l ib ra ry . It 

c o n t a in s  o v e r  o n e  h u n d r e d  b o o k s ,  q u a r t o s ,  a n d  m a n u ­

s c r ip t s  c o v e r i n g  t h e  h is t o r y  o f  th e  S w o r d  C o a s t ,  n a tu r a l  

p h i l o s o p h y , m a t h e m a t ic s ,  a s tr o n o m y , m a g ic ,  a n d

m a n y  t h e o r e t i c a l  w o r k s  o n  a lte r n a te  re a lity , t im e , a n d  

d im e n s io n a l  tra v e l. T h is  c o l l e c t i o n  w o u ld  b e  a  p r i c e l e s s  

a d d it io n  t o  a n y  l ib r a r y  o r  c o l l e c t o r  in  W a t e r d e e p  i f  it 

c o u ld  b e  r e m o v e d  f r o m  t h e  c a s t l e  b e fo r e  t h e  c u lt is t s  

s p ir it  it a w a y  o r  t h e  b u l ly w u g s  s p o i l  it.

T h e  b o o k s  a n d  m a n u s c r ip t s  a r e  s t o r e d  o n  w o o d e n  

s h e lv e s  b u i lt  b y  th e  c u lt is t s  f r o m  s a lv a g e d  lu m b e r .

O n e  dragonwing ( s e e  a p p e n d ix  B ) a n d  fo u r  cultists 

( in it ia te s )  s p e n d  m o s t  o f  t h e ir  t im e  h e r e ,  o r g a n iz in g  th e  

b o o k s .

2 R  K i t c h e n  St o r a g e

I te m s  th a t a re  n e e d e d  in  t h e  k it c h e n  (a r e a  1P )  o c c a ­

s io n a l ly  b u t  n o t  e v e r y  d a y  a r e  s t o r e d  h e r e ,  a lo n g  w it h  

n o n p e r is h a b le  f o o d  s u c h  a s  c o o k i n g  o i l, g r a in , c h e e s e ,  

w i n e , a n d  s a lt e d  m e a t .

2R. C u l t i s t s ’ Sl e e p i n g  C h a m b e r

T h e  lo w e s t -r a n k in g  c u lt is t s  s l e e p  h e r e .  A t  n ig h t , five  

cultists a re  p r e s e n t .  O t h e r w is e ,  t h e  c h a m b e r  is  e m p t y  

o f  a ll b u t  t h e ir  r e e d  m a t t r e s s e s  a n d  s im p le  b e lo n g in g s  

in  w o o d e n  t r u n k s . A  s m a ll  s t o n e  h e a r t h  in  a r e a  2 T  p r o ­

v id e s  m e a g e r  w a r m t h .

2T . C u l t i s t s ’ Sl e e p i n g  C h a m b e r

A t n ig h t , s e v e n  dragonwings ( s e e  a p p e n d ix  B )  s le e p  

h e r e .  O t h e r w is e ,  th e  c h a m b e r  is  e m p t y  o f  a ll b u t  t h e ir  

r e e d  m a t t r e s s e s  a n d  s im p le  b e lo n g in g s  in  w o o d e n  

t r u n k s . A  s m a l l  s t o n e  h e a r t h  k e e p s  t h e  c h a m b e r  w a r m .

2U . D r a l m o r r e r  B o r n g r a y ’s 

C o m m o n  R o o m

T h e  s e c o n d  le v e l  o f  t h e  k e e p  is  o c c u p i e d  e n t ire ly  b y  

D r a lm o r r e r  B o rn g r a y . T h is  c h a m b e r  is  a  c o m b in a t io n  

s it t in g  r o o m  a n d  o f f ic e ,  a n d  a  s m a ll  h e a r t h  a lo n g  th e  

w e s t e r n  w a ll  p r o v i d e s  h e a t . A  w r it in g  d e s k , a  la r g e  

p a d d e d  ch a ir , a n d  a  b e n c h  a r e  d r a w n  u p  n e a r  th e  

h e a r t h . O t h e r w is e ,  th e  r o o m  is  la r g e ly  e m p ty .

2V, W . B o r n g r a y ’s Sl e e p i n g  a n d  

D r e s s i n g  R o o m s

A r e a  2 V  is  B o r n g r a y ’s  s le e p in g  c h a m b e r , fu r n is h e d  

w it h  a  b e d ,  a c a r p e t -d r a p e d  t a b le  w it h  a  w a s h  b a s in  a n d  

g r o o m in g  s u p p l ie s  ( c o m b ,  b r u s h , s o a p , s c e n t e d  w a te r s ) , 

a n d  a  s t o o l .  R u g s  c o v e r  m o s t  o f  t h e  f lo o r .  A  r a v e n  in  a 

la r g e  c a g e  s q u a w k s  lo u d ly  e n o u g h  t o  b e  h e a r d  in  th e  

o u te r  w a r d  i f  a  s t r a n g e r  e n t e r s  t h e  c h a m b e r ,  a n d  th e  

s q u a w k in g  a w a k e n s  a n d  d r a w s  th e  c u lt is t s  a n d  d r a g o n ­

w in g s  f r o m  a r e a s  2 R  a n d  2 T  t o  t h e  t o w e r .

B o r n g r a y  is  s e ld o m  h e r e  e x c e p t  w h e n  s le e p in g ,  im m e ­

d ia te ly  b e fo r e  r e t ir in g , a n d  im m e d ia t e ly  a ft e r  r is in g .

In  a d d it io n  t o  t h e  e l f ’s  c lo t h in g  a n d  p e r s o n a l  e f fe c t s ,  

a  s m a ll  s t r o n g b o x  is  h id d e n  b e n e a t h  a  l o o s e  f lo o r b o a r d  

u n d e r  a  ru g . T h e  h id in g  p la c e  is  s p o t t e d  a u t o m a tic a lly  

i f  t h e  r u g  is  m o v e d  a n d  m i s s e d  a u t o m a tic a lly  i f  t h e  r u g  

is  le ft  a lo n e . T h e  s t r o n g b o x  c o n t a in s  B o r n g r a y ’s  e m e r ­

g e n c y  fu n d s : 2 0 0  g p , 2 0 0  s p , a n d  10  p r e c io u s  s t o n e s  

w o r t h  1 0 0  g p  e a c h . T h e  l o c k e d  b o x  c a n  b e  o p e n e d  w it h  

a k e y  fr o m  B o r n g r a y ’s  b e lt  o r  w it h  a  s e t  o f  t h ie v e s ’ t o o ls  

a n d  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  15  D e x t e r it y  c h e c k .



T h i r d  F l o o r

M a n y  o f  t h e  t o p m o s t  le v e ls  o f  t h e  c a s t le  a r e  u n u s e d  b y  

c u lt is t s . S o m e  o f  t h e m  a r e  s t il l h o m e  t o  d a n g e r o u s  c r e a ­

t u r e s  th a t w e r e  s e a le d  o f f  in s t e a d  o f  b e in g  c l e a r e d  o u t.

3E . Sp e c t e r s ’ Sa n c t u m

S e v e r a l  y e a r s  a ft e r  its  b u i ld e r  a n d  o r ig in a l  o w n e r  a b a n ­

d o n e d  C a s t le  N a e r y ta r , t h e  c a s t le  w a s  r e - o c c u p ie d  b y  a n  

a ll - fe m a le  s c h o o l  o f  a s t r o lo g e r s  c a l le d  th e  A c a d e m y  o f  

S t a r g a z e r s .  A  f e w  y e a r s  a ft e r  t h e  a s t r o lo g e r s  m o v e d  in , 

t h e y  w e r e  w i p e d  o u t  b y  t h e ir  o w n  le a d e r . S e v e r a l  o f  th e  

c a s t le ’s  r e s id e n t s  w e r e  m u r d e r e d  in  t h is  t o p m o s t  r o o m  

o f  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  t o w e r  in  p a r t ic u la r ly  h id e o u s  fa s h io n . 

T h e y  a re  s t i ll  h e r e  in  t h e  fo r m  o f  s ix  specters h a u n t in g  

th e  c h a m b e r . T h e y  r e s t  q u ie tly , ig n o r i n g  e v e r y t h in g  a n d  

e v e r y o n e  in  t h e  c a s t le ,  u n til  s o m e o n e  o p e n s  t h e  t r a p ­

d o o r  a n d  e n te rs .

T h e  o p e n  c h a m b e r  c o n t a in s  a  la r g e  ta b le  a n d  s ta r  

c h a r t s  in  s c r o l l  r a c k s  a r o u n d  th e  w a ll s .  T h r e e  b o d i e s  

a r e  s p r a w le d  o n  t h e  flo o r ,  r e d u c e d  b y  t im e  t o  p o w d e r y  

b o n e s  a n d  d u s t y  ta tte rs  o f  c lo t h . A s  s o o n  a s  s o m e o n e  

e n t e r s  t h e  r o o m , t h e y  r is e  a s  s p e c t e r s  a n d  a tta c k . T h e y  

p u r s u e  a n y w h e r e  in  t h e  c a s t le ,  b u t  t h e y  w o n ’t le a v e  th e  

c a s t le .  T h e y  a tta c k  o t h e r  l iv in g  c r e a t u r e s  i f  t h e y  c a n ’t 

g e t  a t t h o s e  w h o  d is t u r b e d  th e ir  r e s t ,  b u t  t h e y  p r e fe r  th e  

in t r u d e r s  o v e r  a n y o n e  e ls e .

M o s t  o f  t h e  p a p e r  s t a r  c h a r t s  c r u m b le  in t o  d u s t  w h e n  

t o u c h e d ,  b u t  t h r e e  a r e  s t i ll  s t u r d y  e n o u g h  to  b e  c a r ­

r ie d  a w a y . O n e  o f  t h e s e  w a s  d r a w n  o n  p a r c h m e n t ,  o n e  

s c r ib e d  o n  a  c la y  d is c ,  a n d  o n e  e t c h e d  o n  t h in ly  r o l le d  

c o p p e r .  T h e  s u r v iv in g  c h a r t s  w o u l d  f e tc h  7 0 0  g p  e a c h  

fr o m  a n  a s t r o lo g e r  in  W a t e r d e e p  o r  o t h e r  m a jo r  city .

3 G .  U n u s e d  C h a m b e r

O r ig in a l ly ,  t h is  le v e l o f  th e  b a r r a c k s  w a s  u s e d  f o r  s t o r ­

a g e  a n d  fo r  t r a in in g  d u r in g  s e v e r e  w e a th e r . S e v e r a l  

fe n c in g  d u m m ie s  a n d  t a r g e t s  s t il l s t a n d  a r o u n d  th e  

r o o m , b u t  t h e y  w i l l  fa l l a p a rt  i f  p u t  t o  h a r d  u s e .

3 H , I, J. Sp i d e r s ’ L a i r

T h e  t o p  le v e l o f  th e  n o r t h e a s t  t o w e r  is  th e  la ir  o f  five  

giant spiders. T h e y  h u n t in  th e  s w a m p  at n ig h t  a n d  

r e t u r n  to  th e  t o w e r  t o  r e s t  d u r in g  t h e  d a y s , e n t e r in g  

t h r o u g h  a  h o le  in  th e  r o o f .  T h e  s p id e r s  a re  w a r y , s o  

t h e y ’v e  n e v e r  b e e n  s e e n  c o m in g  a n d  g o in g . T h e  l iz a r d -  

f o lk  k n o w  o f  t h e m  b u t  h a v e n ’t m e n t io n e d  t h e m  t o  o th e r s .

T h e  c h a m b e r  is  n o t  h u n g  w it h  w e b s ,  b u t t h e  c r a c k e d  

a n d  b o n e s  o f  m a n y  a n im a ls  ( in c lu d in g  b u l ly w u g s )  litte r  

t h e  f lo o r . T h e  s p id e r s  n e s t le  a m o n g  t h e  d e e p  s h a d ­

o w s  b e t w e e n  c e i l in g  b e a m s , a n d  t h e y  h a v e  a d v a n t a g e  

o n  D e x t e r it y  (S t e a lt h )  c h e c k s  w h ile  h id d e n  in  t h e ir  

r e c e s s e s .

A  t r a p d o o r  is  c l o s e d  a c r o s s  t h e  s t e p s  f r o m  a r e a  2 K  

a n d  ja m m e d  s h u t  w it h  t w o  ir o n  s p ik e s  d r iv e n  b e t w e e n  

t h e  d o o r  a n d  t h e  fr a m e . S e e  th e  d e s c r ip t io n  o f  a r e a  2 K  

f o r  n o t e s  a b o u t  o p e n in g  t h e  d o o r .  T h e  d o o r  is  s u f fic ie n t  

t o  k e e p  t h e  s p id e r s  o u t  o f  th e  l o w e r  le v e ls  o f  t h e  to w e r , 

s in c e  t h e  s p id e r s  a n d  t h e  l iz a r d f o lk  h a v e  a n  u n s p o k e n  

u n d e r s t a n d in g  t o  le a v e  e a c h  o t h e r  a lo n e . T h a t  d o e s n ’t 

e x t e n d  to  s t r a n g e r s  s u c h  a s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s .

3 L .  R e z m i r ’s O f f i c e

T h e  t h ird  f lo o r  o f  t h e  o ld  c h a p e l  is  c o n v e r t e d  t o  l iv in g  

q u a r t e r s  f o r  W y r m s p e a k e r  R e z m ir .  N o  o n e  e l s e  u s e s  

t h e s e  c h a m b e r s  e v e n  w h e n  R e z m ir  is  a w a y  fr o m  th e  

c a s t le  fo r  t e n d a y s  o r  m o n t h s  at a  s tr e tc h .

T h e  f u r n is h in g s  in  a ll fo u r  c h a m b e r s  a r e  la v is h — s u r ­

p r i s in g ly  s o ,  c o m p a r e d  t o  e v e r y t h in g  e ls e  at t h e  c a s t le .  

A l l  o t h e r  fu r n is h in g s  w e r e  b u i lt  o n  s ite , b u t  R e z m ir ’s  

c o m e  fr o m  t h e  w o r k s h o p s  o f  th e  f in e s t  c a r p e n t e r s  a n d  

u p h o l s t e r e r s  in  F a e r u n . T h e y  w e r e  b r o u g h t  t o  t h e  c a s t le  

t h r o u g h  t h e  p o r t a l  f r o m  T a lis  th e  W h it e ’s  l o d g e .

T h is  f r o n t  c h a m b e r  s e r v e s  R e z m ir  a s  a n  o f f ic e .  It c o n ­

t a in s  a w r it in g  d e s k , s e v e r a l  s m a l le r  t a b le s  s t a c k e d  w it h  

in v e n t o r ie s  a n d  r e p o r t s ,  a n d  fo u r  b e a u t i fu l  b u t  u n c o m ­

fo r t a b le  w o o d e n  c h a ir s .  T w o  m a t c h e d  o n y x  c a r v in g s  o f  

b la c k  d r a g o n s  f la n k  th e  t o p  o f  th e  s t a ir c a s e .  A  s e r i o u s  

c o l l e c t o r  w o u ld  p a y  u p  t o  3 ,0 0 0  g p  fo r  t h e  p a ir . T h e y  a re  

t h r e e  fe e t  ta ll a n d  w e ig h  4 0 0  p o u n d s  a p i e c e .

A m o n g  t h e  p a p e r s  o n  t h e  d e s k  a r e  R e z m ir ’s  n o t e s  

d e s c r ib in g  t h e  p o r t a l  b e n e a t h  t h e  c a s t le  a n d  h o w  to  

o p e r a t e  it, in c lu d in g  its  c o m m a n d  w o r d  ( “ D r a e z ir " ) .

3 M .  R e z m i r ’s Si t t i n g  R o o m

T h is  c h a m b e r  is  a  s i t t in g  r o o m , c o m fo r t a b ly  fu r n is h e d  

w it h  u p h o l s t e r e d  c h a ir s ,  p a d d e d  b e n c h e s ,  a n d  t w o  s m a ll  

c a r p e t -d r a p e d  t a b le s . R e z m ir  d o e s  n o t  e n te r t a in  g u e s t s ,  

s o  th e  c h a m b e r  is  n e v e r  u s e d  b y  a n y o n e  b u t  h er.

3 N .  R e z m i r ’s Sl e e p i n g  C h a m b e r

A  la r g e  b e d , t w o  w a r d r o b e s ,  a  s t a n d in g  m ir r o r , a n d  

a n  a r m o r  s t a n d  w it h  a  s p a r e  s u it  o f  s c a le  m a il  a r m o r  

d o m in a t e  t h e  r o o m . O n e  o f  t h e  w a r d r o b e s  is  f i l le d  w it h  

c lo t h in g . T h e  o th e r , w h o s e  d o o r s  a r e  p a in t e d  w it h  a 

d e p i c t io n  o f  a  f iv e -h e a d e d  d r a g o n , c o n t a in s  R e z m ir ’s  

C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n  r e g a l ia — p u r p le  r o b e s ,  c lo a k s ,  m a n ­

t le s ,  a n d  m a n y  it e m s  o f  ra n k , b u t  n o t  t h e  Black Dragon 

Mask. B e c a u s e  R e z m ir  is  a  h a l f -d r a g o n , it ’s  u n l ik e ly  th a t 

h e r  c l o t h in g  o r  a r m o r  w i l l  fit a n y o n e  e ls e .

T h e  w a r d r o b e  c o n t a in in g  th e  c u lt  r e g a l ia  is  t r a p p e d . 

T h e  tra p  c a n  b e  d e t e c t e d  w it h  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  2 0  

W is d o m  ( P e r c e p t io n )  c h e c k . O n c e  s p o t t e d , t h e  tr a p  c a n  

b e  d is a r m e d  a u t o m a t ic a l ly  b y  u s in g  R e z m ir ’s  insignia of 

claws o r  w i t h  a  s e t  o f  t h ie v e s ’ t o o l s  a n d  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  

2 0  D e x t e r it y  c h e c k . I f  th e  w a r d r o b e  is  o p e n e d  w ith o u t  

d is a r m in g  t h e  t ra p  o r  i f  th e  D e x t e r it y  c h e c k  fa i ls , th e  

tr a p  g o e s  o ff. V ia ls  o f  a c i d  e x p lo d e , c a u s in g  2 5  (7 d 6 )  a c id  

d a m a g e  t o  e v e r y o n e  in  a r e a  3 N . D a m a g e  is  h a lv e d  w it h  

a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  15  D e x t e r it y  s a v in g  t h r o w ; t h e  c h a r a c ­

te r  w h o  s e t  o f f  t h e  t ra p  h a s  d is a d v a n t a g e  o n  t h e  s a v in g  

th ro w . A l l  C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n  i t e m s  in  t h e  w a r d r o b e  

a r e  r u in e d  b y  a c id ,  a s  a r e  m o s t  o f  t h e  f u r n is h in g s  a n d  

o t h e r  o b je c t s  in  t h e  r o o m , in c lu d in g  t h e  d r a g o n  s ta tu e tte  

d e s c r i b e d  b e lo w .

O n e  o f  th e  f e w  e a s i ly  p o r t a b le  i t e m s  o f  v a lu e  in  th e  

r o o m  is  a  2 -fo o t - t a l l  s ta t u e t te  o f  a  b la c k  d r a g o n , m a d e  

fr o m  a c t u a l  b la c k  d r a g o n  s c a le s  a n d  c la w s , w it h  r u b y  

e y e s  a n d  d ia m o n d  t e e th . It is  p e r c h e d  a to p  a  h e a p  o f  

t r e a s u r e  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  a c t u a l g o l d  a n d  g e m s .  Its  v a lu e  

to  a  c o l l e c t o r  is  4 ,8 0 0  g p , a n d  it w e ig h s  o n ly  2 0  p o u n d s . 

R o u g h  h a n d lin g  w i l l  d a m a g e  it, h o w e v e r ,  a n d  r e d u c e  its  

v a lu e  to  ju s t  1 ,2 0 0  g p .



3 0 .  R e z m i r ’s Sa n c t u a r y

T h is  c h a m b e r  is  w h e r e  R e z m ir  r e t ir e s  t o  v e n e r a t e  

T ia m a t  p riv a te ly . T h e  r o o m  is  b a r e .  Its  o n ly  d e c o r a t io n  is  

a  s t y l iz e d  d e p ic t io n  o f  a  f iv e -h e a d e d  d r a g o n  r is in g  f r o m  a 

v o l c a n o , p a in t e d  o n  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  d o o r  (w h e r e  it w o n ’t 

b e  s e e n  u n le s s  s o m e o n e  c l o s e s  t h e  d o o r  w h ile  t h e y ’r e  in  

th is  r o o m ) . T h e  a r t is t  h a d  o n ly  a  f e w  c o l o r s  t o  w o r k  w it h  

a n d  w a s  n o t  e s p e c ia l l y  ta le n te d , b u t  t h e  f iv e  h e a d s  a re  

r e c o g n iz a b le  a s  th e  fiv e  c h r o m a t ic  d r a g o n s .

3P. K i t c h e n  St o r a g e

T h is  r o o m  c o n t a in s  m o r e  k it c h e n  s t o r a g e , s im ila r  to  

a r e a  2 R  O n ly  d r y  g o o d s  a r e  k e p t  h e r e — flo u r , su g a r , 

d r ie d  fru its  a n d  v e g e t a b le s — t o  a v o id  th e  h a s s le s  o f  h a u l­

in g  t u b s  o r  b a r r e l s  o f  l iq u id  u p  th e  s ta ir s .

3R. C u l t i s t s ’ Sl e e p i n g  C h a m b e r

M id d le - r a n k in g  c u l t is t s  h a v e  t h e  e n t ir e  t o p  f lo o r  o f  th e  

t o w e r  f o r  t h e ir  u s e .  A t  n ig h t , s ix  dragonwings ( s e e  

a p p e n d ix  B ) a re  p r e s e n t .  O t h e r w is e ,  th e  c h a m b e r

is  e m p t y  o f  a ll b u t t h e ir  r e e d  

m a t t r e s s e s  a n d  b e lo n g in g s  in  

w o o d e n  t r u n k s . A  s m a ll  s t o n e  

h e a r t h  p r o v id e s  m e a g e r  w a rm t h . 

T h e  d o o r  t o  a r e a  3 S  is  a lw a y s  

k e p t  c l o s e d  b u t  n o t  l o c k e d .

3S. U n u s e d  R o o m

A  p o r t i o n  o f  th e  r o o f  a n d  n o r t h ­

w e s t  w a l l  h a s  c o l la p s e d  in  th is  

c h a m b e r , s o  it is n ’t u s e d  f o r  

a n y th in g . T h e  d o o r  to  a r e a  3 R  

is  a lw a y s  k e p t  c l o s e d  b u t  n o t  

l o c k e d .

3T . C u l t i s t s ’ St u d y

T h e  s ix  c u lt is t s  w h o  s h a r e  a re a  

3 R  u s e  t h is  c h a m b e r  f o r  s t u d y ­

in g  t h e ir  s p e l lb o o k s  a n d  fo r  

p r a c t i c in g  th e ir  m a g i c a l  c r a f t .  

T h e  c h a m b e r  is  e m p t y  e x c e p t  fo r  

t h r e e  s t o o ls ,  t h r e e  w r it in g  d e s k s ,  

a n d  a  b a s in  o f  w a te r .

3U . O b s e r v a t o r y

T h e  S t a r g a z e r s  c o n v e r t e d  

th e  t o p  le v e l  o f  th e  k e e p  in t o  

a n  a s t r o lo g ic a l  o b s e r v a t o r y .

T h e  m o s t  in t e r e s t in g  d e v ic e  

t h e y  in s t a l le d  w a s  a  farseer of 

Illusk—a t e l e s c o p e - l ik e  c o n t r a p ­

t io n  th a t is  u s e fu l  fo r  o b s e r v in g  

a n d  s t u d y in g  h e a v e n ly  b o d i e s  

b u t  w h ic h  c a n  a ls o  b e  u s e d  in  a 

m a n n e r  s im ila r  t o  a n  arcane eye 

s p e l l .  In  th a t m o d e , th e  farseer 

c a n  v i e w  a  lo c a t io n  w it h in  fifty  

m i le s  o f  it. T u n in g  a n d  f o c u s in g  

th e  d e v ic e  t h is  w a y  c a l ls  fo r  

a  c o n s id e r a b le  a m o u n t  o f  s k i l l  a n d  p r a c t i c e ,  a n d  th e  

d e v ic e ’s  d i la p id a t e d  c o n d it io n  m a k e s  t h e  p r o c e s s  m o r e  

d ifficu lt .

B o t h  R e z m ir  a n d  B o r n g r a y  v is it  th is  a r e a  fr e q u e n t ly  to  

s t u d y  th e  farseer T h e  e l f  h a s  h a d  l im it e d  s u c c e s s  w it h  

it, b u t  R e z m ir  h a s  m a s t e r e d  its  u s e .  O v e r  th e  p a s t  y e a r , 

s h e  u s e d  t h e  farseer to  s t u d y  V o a r a g h a m a n t h a r  in  th e  

d r a g o n ’s  la ir . D u r in g  t h o s e  s p y in g  s e s s i o n s ,  R e z m ir  d is ­

c o v e r e d  t h e  d r a g o n ’s  s e c r e t  t w in .

T o  p r o t e c t  t h is  a re a , R e z m ir  e n l is t e d  t h e  s e r v i c e  o f  

f o u r  gargoyles. T h e y  p e r c h  d a y  a n d  n ig h t  o n  th e  fo u r  

c o r n e r s  o f  t h e  k e e p ’s  r o o f ,  w h e r e  t h e y  c a n  b e  s e e n  f r o m  

t h e  g r o u n d  a n d  w h e r e  t h e y  c a n  s e e  t h r o u g h  w i n d o w s  

in t o  t h e  o b s e r v a t o r y .  O n ly  R e z m ir  a n d  B o r n g r a y  k n o w  

t h e  g a r g o y le s  a r e  a l iv e .  I f  a n y o n e  e n t e r s  t h e  o b s e r v a ­

t o r y  w it h o u t  b e in g  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  o n e  o f  t h e  t w o  cu lt  

o f f i c e r s ,  th e  g a r g o y le s  t e a r  o p e n  t h e  o b s e r v a t o r y ’s  fo u r  

c e i l in g  h a t c h e s  a n d  a tta c k . T h is  is  th e  o n ly  in t r u s io n  

t h e y  r e s p o n d  to . T h e  g a r g o y le s  d o n ’t in t e r fe r e  e l s e w h e r e  

w it h o u t  d ir e c t  o r d e r s  f r o m  R e z m ir ,  a n d  s h e  w o n ’t g iv e  

s u c h  a n  o r d e r  u n le s s  it is  t h e  d ir e s t  o f  e m e r g e n c i e s .

A  c h a r a c t e r  w h o  in s p e c t s  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  th e



o b s e r v a t o r y  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  farseer of Illusk w i t h  a s u c ­

c e s s f u l  D C  1 5  I n t e l l ig e n c e  (A r c a n a )  c h e c k . A ft e r  its  t ru e  

n a t u r e  is  a s c e r t a in e d , u s in g  it t o  v i e w  a  d is ta n t  l o c a t io n  

r e q u ir e s  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  1 5  I n t e l l ig e n c e  (A r c a n a )  c h e c k  

a n d  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  1 5  D e x t e r it y  (S le ig h t  o f  H a n d )  

c h e c k . I f  t h e  I n t e l l ig e n c e  c h e c k  fa i ls , t h e  d e s i r e d  l o c a t io n  

c a n ’t b e  fo u n d . I f  th e  D e x t e r it y  c h e c k  fa i ls , th e  im a g e  is  

t o o  d is t o r t e d  t o  c o n v e y  a n y  in f o r m a t io n . I f  t h e  D e x t e r it y  

c h e c k  r e s u lt  is  5  o r  le s s ,  a  k e y  p a r t  o f  t h e  farseer b r e a k s  

o f f, r e n d e r in g  th e  i te m  in o p e r a b le .

W h e n  c h a r a c t e r s  f in d  it, th e  farseer is  f o c u s e d  o n  

W a e r v a e r e n d o r ’s  la ir . T h is  is  a  g o ld e n  o p p o r t u n it y  fo r  

c h a r a c t e r s  t o  le a r n  V o a r a g h a m a n t h a r ’s  s e c r e t .

C h a r a c t e r s  m ig h t  tr y  t o  t a k e  t h is  i te m  w h e n  t h e y  le a v e . 

T h e  farseer is  b u lk y  (a p p r o x im a t e ly  4 0  p o u n d s  o f  b r a s s ,  

c r y s t a l ,  a n d  w o o d )  a n d  fr a g i le  (w it h  c r y s t a l  l e n s e s  fo r  

f o c u s in g  a n d  d e l ic a t e  g e a r s  in  th e  t u n in g  m e c h a n is m ) .  

W o r s t  o f  a ll, it h a s  s u f f e r e d  a lm o s t  t w o  c e n t u r ie s  o f  

n e g le c t  a n d  e x p o s u r e .  T h e  le a s t  a m o u n t  o f  r o u g h  h a n ­

d l in g  w i l l  s h a t te r  its  b r itt le  w o r k in g s  a n d  r u in  it. A  t e a m  

o f  b r a s s - s m it h s  a n d  s a g e s ,  w o r k in g  p a tie n tly , m ig h t  b e  

a b le  t o  r e m o v e  t h e  d e v ic e  f r o m  C a s t le  N a e r y t a r  in ta c t , 

b u t  a d v e n t u r e rs  w o r k in g  in  h a s t e  h a v e  n o  c h a n c e .

B e n e a t h  t h e  C a s t l e

T h e  c a v e r n s  b e n e a t h  C a s t le  N a e r y t a r  a r e  a c c e s s ib le  

t h r o u g h  a r e a  1S . A t th e  to p , th e  s t e p s  a re  s m o o t h  a n d  

w e l l  m a d e . A s  t h e y  d e s c e n d , t h e y  a r e  r o u g h e r , m a k e  

s e v e r a l  tu rn s ,  a n d  d e s c e n d  a b o u t  2 0  fe e t  t o  a r e a  1 o f  

th e  d u n g e o n  m a p . T h is  s u b t e r r a n e a n  a re a  is  la r g e ly  th e  

r e a lm  o f  th e  b u l ly w u g s , w h o  b r e e d  g ia n t  f r o g s  in  th e  

c o l d  la k e . P h a r b le x  s p e n d s  m o s t  o f  h is  t im e  d o w n  h e r e ,  

a s  d o  h is  b o d y g u a r d s  a n d  m a n y  w o r k e r s .

G e n e r a l  F e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  G a v e

E v e r y w h e r e  th e  w a l ls  d r ip  w a t e r  a n d  t h e  f lo o r  is  s l ic k  

w it h  m o is t u r e .  T h e  t e m p e r a t u r e  is  a  s t e a d y  5 0  d e g r e e s .  

T h e r e  a r e  n o  d o o r s  in  t h e  c a v e r n s .

Ceilings. C a v e rn  c e i l in g s  a re  10  fe e t  h ig h  e x c e p t  

w h e r e  n o t e d  o t h e r w is e .

Light. A r e a  1 is  b r ig h t ly  lit  b y  la n te r n s . A l l  o t h e r  a r e a s  

h a v e  n o  l ig h t.

Sound. T h e  c a v e r n s  a re  fi l le d  w it h  th e  fa in t  s o u n d s  

o f  d r ip p in g  w a te r , s c r a t c h in g  r o d e n t s ,  a n d  s c r a b b l in g  

l iz a r d s .  S o u n d  d o e s  n o t  c a r r y  w e l l ;  t h e  s o u n d  o f  a  fig h t 

tr a v e ls  in t o  n e ig h b o r in g  c h a m b e r s  a n d  a ttr a c ts  a tte n tio n  

i f  th e  f ig h t  la s ts  m o r e  t h a n  t h r e e  r o u n d s .

1. E n t r y  C a v e r n

T h e  s t e p s  d o w n  f r o m  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  t o w e r  o f  C a s t le  

N a e r y ta r  s p i l l  o u t  in t o  t h is  c h a m b e r . T h e  c h a m b e r  is  

b r ig h t ly  lit b y  o n e  la n te r n  h a n g in g  n e x t  t o  th e  e n t r a n c e  

s t e p s  a n d  a n o t h e r  h a n g in g  n e a r  t h e  n o r t h w e s t  o p e n in g  

t o  a r e a  9 . T h e  c h a m b e r  is  e m p ty . O n ly  th e  s o u n d  o f  d r ip ­

p in g  w a t e r  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  d ir e c t i o n  o f  a r e a s  3  a n d  9.

S t e p s  to  th e  n o r t h w e s t  d e s c e n d  5  fe e t  to  a r e a  9.

S t e p s  t o  th e  s o u t h e a s t  a s c e n d  5  fe e t  to  a  p a s s a g e  th a t 

d e s c e n d s  a g a in  5  fe e t  t o  a r e a  3 . A  s e a r c h  f o r  m u d d y  

fo o t p r in t s  a c c o m p a n ie d  b y  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  1 0  W is d o m  

( P e r c e p t io n )  c h e c k  r e v e a ls  th a t o n ly  b u l ly w u g s  u s e  th e  

s o u t h e a s t e r n  p a s s a g e , n e v e r  c u lt is ts  o r  l iz a r d fo lk .

T h e  w a t e r  f lo o d in g  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  th e  c h a m b e r  is  litt le  

m o r e  t h a n  a  p u d d le ;  it r e a c h e s  a  d e p t h  o f  1 fo o t  n e a r  t h e  

c e n te r .  T h e  w a t e r  is  s l ig h t ly  a c id ic ,  b u t  n o t  e n o u g h  to  

c a u s e  d a m a g e . T h e  g a p  in  th e  w a l l  c o n n e c t in g  to  a r e a  2 

is  o n ly  a b o u t  3  fe e t  h ig h  a b o v e  t h e  w a te r , s o  m o s t  c h a r ­

a c t e r s  m u s t  c r o u c h  t o  g e t  t h r o u g h .

2. G r a y  O o z e  L a i r

T h is  c h a m b e r  is  th e  la ir  o f  a  gray ooze, t h o u g h  n o n e  o f  

th e  b u l ly w u g s  o r  c u lt is t s  a r e  a w a r e  o f  it. O c c a s io n a l ly  it 

s l i t h e r s  o u t  o f  its  c h a m b e r  a n d  e a ts  a  g ia n t  f r o g ;  th e  r e s t  

o f  th e  t im e , it s ta y s  o u t  o f  s ig h t . T h e  o o z e  m a t c h e s  th e  

s u r r o u n d in g  s t o n e  p e r fe c t ly  a n d  h a s  n o t h in g  b u t  t im e  

in  w h ic h  t o  c a m o u f la g e  itse l f. C o m p a r e  t h e  o o z e ’s  D e x ­

te r ity  (S te a lth )  c h e c k  to  th e  c h a r a c t e r s ’ p a s s iv e  W is d o m  

(P e r c e p t io n )  s c o r e s  to  d e t e r m in e  w h e t h e r  o n e  o r  m o r e  

o f  t h e m  s p o t s  it.

S e a r c h in g  c h a r a c t e r s  d o  s e e  t h e  g l in t  o f  g e m s  b e n e a t h  

th e  w a t e r  at t h e  e a s t  e n d  o f  th e  c h a m b e r . F i s h in g  

t h r o u g h  th a t a r e a  tu r n s  u p  a  h a n d fu l  o f  f a n c y  a n d  s e m i ­

p r e c io u s  s t o n e s  w o r t h  1 ,8 0 0  g p  (2  X 5 0  g p , 5 x 1 0 0  g p , 

2 0 0  g p , 4 0 0  g p , 6 0 0  g p ). T h e  g e m s  c a m e  fr o m  a  l e s s -  

th a n -d e v o t e d  c u lt is t  w h o  t h r o w s  a  f is tfu l  o f  c o i n s  a n d  

o t h e r  t r e a s u r e  i t e m s  in t o  a r e a  2  e v e r y  t im e  h e  g e t s  th e  

c h a n c e . H is  p la n  is  t o  c o m e  b a c k  t o  t h e  c a s t le  a ft e r  th e  

cu lt  le a v e s  a n d  c o l l e c t  h is  “ r e t ir e m e n t  fu n d .”  U n k n o w n  

t o  h im , th e  o o z e  l iv in g  in  a r e a  2  s c o o p s  u p  t h e  i t e m s  

w h e n  it p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  its  la ir. A l l  th e  i t e m s  e x c e p t  th e  

g e m s  d is s o lv e  in  th e  o o z e ’s  b o d y . T h e  s t o n e s  fa s c in a t e  

t h e  c r e a t u r e ’s  t in y  b r a in , s o  it “ s p its  o u t ” t h e  g e m s  in  

t h e  c o r n e r  a n d  c o l l e c t s  t h e m . T h e  o o z e  w o n ’t b o t h e r  

t h o s e  w h o  e n ter , l o o k  a r o u n d , a n d  le a v e . It f ig h ts  b a c k  i f  

a tta c k e d , a n d  it a t ta c k s  ( p r o b a b ly  w it h  s u r p r is e )  a n y o n e  

w h o  t a k e s  g e m s .

3. M u d  R o o m

T h e  f lo o r  o f  t h is  r o o m  is  f lo o d e d  a  f o o t  d e e p  w it h  stick y , 

r e e k in g  m u d , m a k in g  th e  w h o le  c h a m b e r  d i ff icu lt  t e r ­

ra in . B u l ly w u g s  r o ll  in  t h is  m u d , b o t h  b e c a u s e  t h e y  

e n jo y  it a n d  f o r  o b s c u r e  c e r e m o n ia l  p u r p o s e s  m a n d a t e d  

b y  P h a r b le x .  T w o  bullywugs m a in ta in  th e  m u d  at ju s t  

th e  c o n s i s t e n c y  a n d  d e p t h  th e  b u l ly w u g s  p re fe r .  T h e y  

d o n ’t le a p  t o  t h e  a tt a c k  w h e n  c h a r a c t e r s  e n ter , b u t  t h e y  

a r e  h o s t i le  a n d  q u ic k  to  a n g e r .

T h e  s t e p s  t o  t h e  w e s t  d e s c e n d  s t e e p ly  10  fe e t  t o  a r e a

4 . A  lip  o f  s t o n e s  a c r o s s  t h e  t o p  o f  t h e  s t e p s  k e e p s  m o s t  

o f  t h e  m u d  fr o m  s p i l l in g  d o w n  t h e  s t e p s ,  b u t  e n o u g h  

s l o p s  o v e r  to  m a k e  t h e  s t e p s  s lip p e r y . E v e r y  c h a r a c t e r  

w h o  w a lk s  d o w n  t h e s e  s t e p s  m u s t  m a k e  a  s u c c e s s f u l  

D C  8  D e x t e r it y  s a v in g  t h r o w  to  a v o id  t u m b li n g  in to  a r e a  

4 . T h e  fa l l c a u s e s  1d 4  b lu d g e o n in g  d a m a g e  a n d  m a k e s  a 

lo t  o f  n o is e .

4. C e n t i p e d e  L a i r

T h is  c h a m b e r  is  e m p ty , b u t  s w a r m s  o f  c e n t i p e d e s  liv e  

in  n ic h e s  a n d  a lc o v e s  l in in g  th e  w e s t e r n  w a ll.  T h e y  a re  

f r ig h t e n e d  a w a y  b y  t o r c h e s ,  b u t  la n te r n s ,  c a n d le s ,  a n d  

light s p e l ls  d o n ’t b o t h e r  t h e m . T h e y  a t ta c k  a n y  g r o u p  th at 

is n ’t c a r r y in g  at le a s t  o n e  lit t o r ch . T h e r e  a r e  t w o  swarms 

of centipedes p e r  p a r ty  m e m b e r .



5 . E m p t y  C h a m b e r

T h e  s t e p s  to  t h e  w e s t  d e s c e n d  5  fe e t  t o  a r e a  6 .

6 .  F r o g  L a k e

P h a r b le x  a n d  t h e  b u l ly w u g s  r a is e  g ia n t  f r o g s  in  t h is  

w a t e r -f i l le d  c a v e r n . T h e  c e i l in g  a r c h e s  3 0  fe e t  o v e r h e a d . 

T h e  f lo o r  o f  t h e  p o o l  d r o p s  o f f  s u d d e n ly  fr o m  t h e  s h o r e ,  

w it h  th e  w a t e r  v a r y in g  fr o m  1 0  t o  15  fe e t  d e e p .

W h e n  c h a r a c t e r s  e n te r , a  giant frog s its  s t i ll  o n  th e  

is la n d  a n d  w a t c h e s  t h e m . M o s t  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n ’t s e e  th a t 

fa r  f r o m  t h e  e n t r a n c e  w it h  t o r c h e s  o r  la n te r n s . I f  th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  s t i c k  to  t h e  s h o r e  b e t w e e n  th e  e a s t  a n d  n o r t h  

e n t r a n c e s ,  t h e  f r o g  d o e s n ’t r e a c t .  I f  s o m e o n e  e n t e r s  th e  

w a t e r  o r  w a lk s  o u t o n t o  t h e  p r o m o n t o r y , t h e  f r o g  c r o a k s  

lo u d ly  a n d  s p la s h e s  in t o  t h e  w a te r . C h a r a c t e r s  h e a r  

m o r e  c r o a k in g  a n d  at le a s t  a  d o z e n  s p la s h e s  f r o m  a r e a

7. I f  th e y  a r e  s t il l in  a r e a  6  o r  a r e a  7  a fte r  2 r o u n d s , th e y  

a re  a t t a c k e d  b y  t w e lv e  giant frogs. T h e  f r o g s  f o c u s  t h e ir  

a t t a c k s  o n  s m a ll  c h a r a c t e r s  t h e y  c a n  s w a llo w .

F r o g s  m o v e  in to  a n d  o u t o f  t h is  a r e a  b y  s w im m in g  

t h r o u g h  a  p a s s a g e  th a t o p e n s  b e lo w  th e  w a t e r  le v e l  in  

t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  p o o l .  C h a r a c t e r s  c a n  d e d u c e  

t h is  fa c t  i f  t h e y  w a t c h  th e  p o o l  fo r  1 0  t o  15  m in u t e s  a n d  

m a k e  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  12  I n t e l l ig e n c e  (N a tu re ) c h e c k . 

T h e  p a s s a g e  c o n n e c t s  t o  w a t e r  s o u t h  o f  t h e  b u l ly w u g s ’ 

h u ts  o u t s id e  t h e  c a s t le .  I ts  t o ta l  le n g t h  is  3 0 0  fe e t . A t  8 0  

fe e t  f r o m  t h e  e n t r a n c e  in  t h is  p o o l ,  th e  t u n n e l  b r a n c h e s ;

th e  le f t  b r a n c h  l e a d s  t o  t h e  s u r f a c e  a n d  t h e  r ig h t  b r a n c h  

e x t e n d s  5 0  fe e t  to  a  d e a d -e n d . In  t h e  p it ch  b la c k n e s s ,  a  

s w im m e r  h a s  f e w  c u e s  a b o u t  w h ic h  t u n n e l  t o  fo l lo w . A  

D C  15  I n t e l l ig e n c e  ( I n v e s t ig a t io n )  c h e c k  r e v e a ls  w h ic h  

t u n n e l  t o  fo llo w .

M a n y  b a ts  a ls o  r o o s t  in  t h is  c a v e r n . T h e y  c a n  r e a c h  

t h e  o u t s id e  t h r o u g h  n a t u r a l  c h im n e y s  in  t h e  r o o f .  T h e  

b a ts  d o n ’t b o t h e r  a n y o n e  n o r m a lly , b u t  i f  a  f ig h t b r e a k s  

o u t , t h e y  b e c o m e  a g ita te d  a n d  fill  t h e  a ir.

7. F r o g  L a n d i n g

W h e n  t h e y  a r e n ’t s w im m in g  in  t h e  u n d e r g r o u n d  la k e , 

m o s t  o f  t h e  g ia n t  f r o g s  in  t h e  c a v e r n  s it  o n  t h is  r o c k y  

s h e lf ,  o c c a s i o n a l ly  s n a t c h in g  b a ts  o u t  o f  th e  a ir  w it h  

t h e ir  l o n g  t o n g u e s .  T h e r e  c a n  b e  a s  m a n y  a s  t w e lv e  

giant frogs h e r e  at a  p a r t ic u la r  t im e , p lu s  u p  t o  fiv e  

bullywugs. T h e  b u l ly w u g s  d o n ’t j o i n  t h e  fig h t  i f  th e  

g ia n t  f r o g s  a tta c k  c h a r a c t e r s  a s  d e s c r i b e d  in  t h e  a r e a  6  

d e s c r ip t io n . I n s te a d , t h e y  d iv e  in t o  th e  w a t e r  a n d  w a t c h  

t h e  fig h t f r o m  th e  e d g e  o f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ’ l ig h t . I f  th e  

g ia n t  f r o g s  l o o k  l ik e ly  t o  w in , t h e  b u l ly w u g s  j o i n  in . I f  th e  

g ia n t  f r o g s  l o s e ,  th e  b u l ly w u g s  s w im  f o r  th e  u n d e r w a t e r  

e x it  in  t h e  s o u t h e a s t  c o r n e r  o f  t h e  p o o l  ( s e e  a r e a  6 ).

B o n e s  o f  la r g e r  a n im a ls  b r o u g h t  h e r e  b y  th e  b u l ly ­

w u g s  a n d  fe d  t o  t h e  fr o g s  a ls o  lit te r  th e  g r o u n d . M o s t  

d is t u r b in g  o f  a ll a r e  t h r e e  s e t s  o f  ir o n  s h a c k le s  a n c h o r e d  

t o  t h e  s t o n e , w it h  h u m a n , e lf, d w a r f ,  a n d  h a lf l in g  b o n e s .



8. T a d p o l e  H a t c h e r y

G ia n t  f r o g  t a d p o le s  a r e  r a i s e d  in  t h is  s m a ll  p o o l  u n til 

t h e y  a r e  la r g e  e n o u g h  t o  a v o id  b e in g  e a te n  b y  th e  a d u lt  

f r o g s  in  a r e a s  6  a n d  7. T h e  t a d p o le s  c u r r e n t ly  in  t h is  

a r e a  a r e  h a r m le s s  t o  c h a r a c t e r s .

T h e  p a s s a g e  f r o m  a r e a  6  is  g u a r d e d  b y  t w o  bullywugs 

to  k e e p  a d u lt  f r o g s  o u t . T h e y  h id e  f r o m  e n e m ie s  in  a re a  

6  i f  t h e y  c a n . T h e y ’ll  f ig h t i f  c o r n e r e d  o r  i f  a  f ig h t d e v e l ­

o p s  in  a r e a  6  a n d  t h e y  s e e  a  c h a n c e  fo r  v ic to r y .

9. C r a n e

T h e  l e d g e  d iv id in g  a r e a  9  f r o m  a r e a  1 0  is  a 1 5 - fo o t  d r o p . 

A  w o o d e n ,  c r a n k -p o w e r e d  c r a n e  h a s  b e e n  s e t  u p  fo r  

l o w e r i n g  h e a v y  c r a t e s  o f  t r e a s u r e  d o w n  t o  a r e a  1 0 . T h e  

c r a n e  e f fe c t iv e ly  t r ip le s  a  c h a r a c t e r ’s  S t r e n g t h  s c o r e  

in  t e r m s  o f  h o w  m u c h  w e ig h t  c a n  b e  l if te d .  A  w o o d e n  

la d d e r  is  la s h e d  to  th e  l e d g e  f o r  c l im b in g  u p  a n d  d o w n .

10. M i s t y  R o o m

M is t  f lo w in g  o u t  o f  a r e a  2  a n d  t h r o u g h  a re a  9  a c c u m u ­

la t e s  h e r e  t o  a  d e p t h  o f  3  fe e t  b e fo r e  s p i l l in g  in t o  a re a  6  

a n d  d is s ip a t in g . O t h e r w is e ,  t h e  c h a m b e r  is  e m p ty .

11. F r o g  Sh r i n e

P h a r b le x  t u r n e d  t h is  a r e a  in t o  a  s h r in e  t o  h is  d is t o r t e d  

n o t io n s  o f  r e l ig io n . N ic h e s  in  th e  w a l ls  a r e  f i l le d  w it h  

c a r v in g s  o f  f r o g s  r a n g in g  f r o m  th e  s iz e  o f  a  fis t t o  th e  

s iz e  o f  a  p u m p k in . L a r g e r  c a r v in g s  s it  o n  th e  flo o r .

C r u d e  r e n d e r in g s  o f  f r o g s  a re  s c r a t c h e d  in t o  th e  w a l l s  

a r o u n d  t h e  n ic h e s  a n d  c o l o r e d  w it h  c h a lk .

A n y o n e  w it h  t h e  I n t e l l ig e n c e  ( R e l ig io n )  s k i l l  r e c o g ­

n iz e s  e le m e n t s  in  t h e s e  d e s ig n s  t a k e n  f r o m  t h e  w o r s h ip  

o f  b o t h  G h a u n a d a u r  ( g o d  o f  s l im e s )  a n d  S h a r  ( g o d d e s s  

o f  s h a d o w s ) ,  b u t  n o n e  o f  t h e s e  e le m e n t s  a re  u s e d  in  a 

c a n o n ic a l  m a n n e r . P h a r b le x  u s e d  p ie c e s  th a t h e  s a w  in  

r e l ig io u s  i c o n s  th a t a r r iv e d  in  t r e a s u r e  s h ip m e n t s ,  b u t 

h e  h a s  n o  u n d e r s t a n d in g  o f  t h e ir  r e a l  m e a n in g . W it h  a 

s u c c e s s f u l  D C  18  I n t e l l ig e n c e  (R e l ig io n )  c h e c k , a  c h a r ­

a c t e r  a l s o  s e e s  in d ic a t io n s  th a t R a m e n o s  is  v e n e r a t e d  

h e r e .  R a m e n o s  is  a n  a n c ie n t  e n t ity  n o w  b e l ie v e d  t o  b e  

in  a  d e e p  s lu m b e r .  A s  fa r  a s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  is  a w a r e , 

R a m e n o s  w a s  a  g o d  o f  o n e  o f  t h e  a n c ie n t  c r e a t o r  r a c e s —  

i f  it w a s  e v e r  a n y t h in g  m o r e  t h a n  a  le g e n d . J u d g in g  fr o m  

t h is  c h a m b e r , w h o e v e r  c r e a t e d  t h is  p la c e  h a s  o n ly  th e  

s h a l lo w e s t  k n o w le d g e  a b o u t  t h e s e  e n t it ie s .

U n le s s  a  d is t u r b a n c e  d e v e lo p s  e l s e w h e r e  in  th e  

c a v e r n s ,  th e  m o s t  l ik e ly  p la c e  t o  f in d  P h a r b le x  is  h e r e ,  

f o l l o w e d  b y  a r e a s  12  a n d  7  (in  th a t o r d e r ) .  W h e r e v e r  h e  

g o e s ,  Pharblex h a s  t e n  bullywugs p r o t e c t in g  h im .

12.  P h a r b l e x ’s Sa n c t u m

P h a r b le x  c o m e s  t o  t h is  c h a m b e r  t o  c o n t e m p la t e  th e  

g re a t  m y s t e r ie s  o f  t h e  u n iv e r s e — o r  s o  h e  te l ls  h is  fo l ­

l o w e r s .  T h is  is  t h e  o n ly  p la c e  P h a r b le x  g o e s  a lo n e . H is  

b o d y g u a r d s  w a it  in  a r e a  10  o r  11 w h ile  P h a r b le x  “c o m ­

m u n e s  w it h  t h e  g r e a t  p o w e r s .”  T h e  c h a m b e r  c o n t a in s  a 

m u d -c o v e r e d  c h a ir  a n d  r e a d in g  ta b le , a  b o x  o f  c a n d le s ,  

a n d  a  w o o d e n  c h e s t .

T h e  c h e s t  is  n o t  l o c k e d , b u t  it is  t r a p p e d . I f  t h e  c h e s t  

is  m o v e d  o r  i f  th e  h a s p  is  n o t  o p e n e d  p r o p e r ly ,  s ix  c la y  

p o t s  d r o p  f r o m  c o n c e a l e d  n ic h e s  in  t h e  c e i l in g . R o l l  a 

d 6  to  d e t e r m in e  h o w  m a n y  p o t s  s h a t te r  o n  t h e  f lo o r . T h e  

p o t s  c o n t a in  f in e  p o w d e r  c o a t e d  w it h  h a l lu c in o g e n ic  

f r o g  p o is o n . E v e r y  c r e a t u r e  in  th e  c h a m b e r  th a t is  n e i­

t h e r  a  f r o g  n o r  a  b u l ly w u g  m u s t m a k e  a  C o n s t it u t io n  

s a v in g  t h r o w  w it h  a  D C  e q u a l  t o  11 +  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  

p o t s  th a t b r o k e . A  c r e a t u r e  th a t s u c c e e d s  o n  th e  s a v e  is  

u n a f fe c t e d . A  c r e a t u r e  th a t fa i ls  t h e  s a v in g  t h r o w  s u c ­

c u m b s  t o  t h e  h a l lu c in a t io n  th a t a ll o t h e r  c r e a t u r e s  in  th e  

c h a m b e r  h a v e  b e e n  t r a n s fo r m e d  in to  n ig h t m a r is h , f r o g ­

lik e  m o n s t r o s i t ie s .  W h il e  a ffe c t e d , t h e  c r e a t u r e  c a n n o t  

ta k e  r e a c t io n s  a n d  m u s t  r o l l  a  d ie  at th e  s ta r t  o f  e a c h  o f  

its  t u rn s .  I f  t h e  d ie  r e s u lt  is  o d d , th e  c r e a t u r e  m u s t  u s e  

its  a c t io n  a n d  a ll o f  its  a v a i la b le  m o v e m e n t  t o  m o v e  to  

a r e a  6 , e n te r  th e  p o o l ,  a n d  r e m a in  u n d e r w a te r .  I f  th e  

d ie  r e s u lt  is  e v e n , t h e  h a l lu c in a t in g  c r e a t u r e  a tt a c k s  th e  

n e a r e s t  c r e a t u r e  to  it, t r e a t in g  it a s  h o s t ile .  T h e  e f fe c t  

la s t s  f o r  10  m in u t e s .

T h e  t ra p  c a n  b e  s p o t t e d  b y  s o m e o n e  w h o  in s p e c t s  th e  

c h e s t  o r  t h e  c e i l in g  a n d  s u c c e e d s  o n  a  D C  1 2  W is d o m  

( P e r c e p t io n )  c h e c k . U n b r o k e n  c la y  p o t s  c a n  b e  s a v e d  

a n d  u s e d  a s  p o i s o n  g r e n a d e s .  A  p o t  h a s  a  5 0  p e r c e n t  

c h a n c e  to  b r e a k  o p e n  a n y  t im e  it ’s  t h r o w n . B u lly w u g s  

a n d  f r o g s  o f  a ll k in d s  a r e  im m u n e  t o  th e  p o i s o n ’s  e ffe c t .

13.  T o  t h e  G r a y p e a k  M o u n t a i n s

M is t  f r o m  a r e a  10  s e e p s  in to  th is  r o o m  a n d  k e e p s  it 

f il le d  to  a  d e p t h  o f  t w o  t o  t h r e e  fe e t . A s id e  fr o m  t h e  m ist , 

th e  c h a m b e r  a p p e a r s  e m p ty .

It is  n o t  e m p ty , h o w e v e r . A  p e r m a n e n t  t e le p o r t a t io n  

c ir c le  is  c a r v e d  in to  t h e  f lo o r , w h e r e  it is  o b s c u r e d  b y  th e  

m ist . C h a r a c t e r s  w it h  a  p a s s iv e  W is d o m  ( P e r c e p t io n )  

s c o r e  o f  10  o r  h ig h e r  s p o t  t h e  c ir c le ,  w h ile  d is p e r s in g  

t h e  m is t  (u s in g  a  g u s t  o f  w in d  s p e l l ,  f o r  e x a m p le )  r e v e a ls  

th e  c i r c le  t o  a ll.

T o  tr a v e l  t h r o u g h  t h e  g a te , a  c o m m a n d  w o r d  m u s t  b e  

s p o k e n  a lo u d  (a  w h is p e r  w i l l  d o ). T h e  c o m m a n d  w o r d  

( “ D r a e z ir ” )  c a n  b e  fo u n d  o n  a  p a p e r  o n  R e z m ir ’s  d e s k  in  

a r e a  3 L  o r  f r o m  D r a lm o r r e r  B o r n g r a y  i f  h e  f a c e s  d e fe a t  

w it h  n o  e s c a p e . W h e n  t h e  c o m m a n d  w o r d  is  s p o k e n , 

e v e r y o n e  a n d  e v e r y t h in g  in s id e  t h e  g a t e ’s  c i r c u m f e r e n c e  

is  t e le p o r t e d  to  t h e  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  g a te  in  t h e  h u n tin g  

l o d g e  o f  T a lis  t h e  W h it e  ( s e e  e p i s o d e  7 ). C a s t le  N a e r y t a r  

a n d  th e  G r a y p e a k  M o u n t a in  l o d g e  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  b y  

th e  s a m e  r e c lu s iv e  w iz a r d , a n d  t h is  w a s  h is  m e a n s  o f  

t r a n s it  b e t w e e n  th e  tw o .

R e w a r d s

A w a r d  s t a n d a r d  X P  f o r  d e fe a t e d  f o e s .  I f  y o u  a r e  u s in g  

t h e  m ile s t o n e  e x p e r ie n c e  r u le , th e  c h a r a c t e r s  r e a c h  6 th  

le v e l  a ft e r  a c t iv a t in g  th e  g a te .



E p i s o d e  7: H u n t i n g  L o d g e

C
h a r a c t e r s  w h o  f o l l o w  W y r m s p e a k e r  R e z m ir  o r  

A z b a r a  J o s  w i t h  th e  a id  o f  th e  t e le p o r t a t io n  c i r c le  

in  C a s t le  N a e r y t a r ’s  d u n g e o n  a r e  d e p o s it e d  h ig h  

in  t h e  G r e y p e a k  M o u n t a in s .  T h e  c h a n g e  in  c l im a t e  is  

v e r y  s ta r k ; t h e  p o r t a l  a n d  a  n e a r b y  l o d g e  a r e  b u f fe t e d  b y  

c h i l l  w i n d s , a n d  t h e  s u r r o u n d in g  c o u n t r y s id e  is  h e a v ily  

fo r e s t e d . T h e  p o r t a l  is  o n e  o f  s e v e r a l  th a t p r e d a t e  th e  

C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n , a n d  it h e lp s  t h e  c u lt  le a d e r s  g a th e r  

o v e r  la r g e  d is t a n c e s .

N e x t  t o  t h e  p o r t a l  is  a  h u n t in g  l o d g e  u s e d  b y  a  s u c ­

c e s s i o n  o f  l o c a l  l o r d s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s .  T h e  l o d g e  is  a 

u s e fu l  a n d  c e n t r a l  m e e t in g  p la c e  fo r  h ig h -r a n k in g  c u lt ­

is ts ,  a m o n g  t h e m  a  W e a r e r  o f  P u r p le  k n o w n  a s  T a lis  

t h e  W h it e .

T a lis  fe e ls  s t r o n g ly  th a t s h e  b e lo n g s  in  S e v e r in ’s  

“ i n n e r  c i r c le ,” b u t  S e v e r in  d o e s n ’t t ru s t  h e r  a n d  r e c e n t ly  

a p p o in t e d  a  d w a r f  n a m e d  V a r r a m  a s  h is  w y r m s p e a k e r  

in  c h a r g e  o f  r e c o v e r in g  t h e  White Dragon Mask. T h e  

a d v e n tu r e r s  m e e t  T a l is  a n d  h e r  s e r v a n ts ,  a n d  t h e y  c o u ld  

e n d  u p  f ig h t in g  T a lis  a n d  h e r  c r e w  in  t h e  l o d g e . T h e y  

m ig h t  a ls o  b a r g a in  a n d  m a k e  a  d e a l  w it h  T a lis ,  s t r ik in g  

a g a in s t  t h o s e  w h o  o p p o s e  h e r  a s c e n s i o n . I f  th e y  d o  th e  

latter, s h e  h e lp s  t h e  p a r t y  r e a c h  t h e  n e a r b y  v i l la g e  o f  

P a r n a s t  a n d  a b o a r d  S k y r e a c h  C a s t le  (s e e  e p i s o d e  8 ) —  

b u t  n e g o t ia t io n s  a r e  fa ir ly  h a z a r d o u s  a n d  m ig h t  e a s i ly  

r e s u lt  in  c o m b a t  r a th e r  t h a n  a  d e a l .

I f  t h e  p la y e r s  d o n ’t r e a l iz e  th a t t h e  c u lt  h o p e s  t o  b r in g  

T ia m a t  to  t h e  R e a lm s , t h is  e p is o d e  is  th e  b e s t  t im e  fo r  

th a t in f o r m a t i o n  to  b e  r e v e a le d  o r  c o n f ir m e d . A lt h o u g h  

T a lis  w o n ’t m e n t io n  a n y  d e t a i ls  s u c h  a s  m a s k s  o r  s u m -  

m o n in g s ,  t h e  c u lt is t s  s h a r e  a  g e n e r a l  b e l i e f  th a t t h e  t im e  

is  r ig h t  f o r  T ia m a t ’s  a rr iv a l. T h e  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  f in d  s e v ­

e r a l  c lu e s  th a t e n c o u r a g e  t h is  b e lie f .

G e n e r a l  F e a t u r e s

T h e  l o d g e  is  b u i lt  in  a  c o m fo r t a b le  b u t  r u s t ic  s t y le , a n d  

g o o d  t a p e s t r ie s  a n d  s o m e  h u n t in g  t r o p h ie s  f e s t o o n  its  

r o o m s . T h e  w o o d e n  f lo o r s  a r e  h e a v ily  s c a r r e d  b y  c la w s . 

A  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  2 0  I n t e l l ig e n c e  (N a tu re )  c h e c k  r e v e a ls  

th a t t h e s e  a r e  n o t  t h e  m a r k s  o f  n o r m a l  h u n tin g  h o u n d s , 

b u t  r a t h e r  a m b u s h  d r a k e s  (s e e  a p p e n d ix  B ).

Ceilings. M o s t  h u n t in g  l o d g e  c e i l in g s  a re  8  fe e t  h ig h . 

Light. T h e  l o d g e  is  n o t  lit e x c e p t  b y  f ir e p la c e s  a n d  c a n ­

d le s .  T h e  in t e r io r  is  d a r k  w h e n  t h e  s h u t t e r s  a r e  c l o s e d .



I m p o r t a n t  N o n p l a y e r  

C h a r a c t e r s

T h e  c u lt is ts  w h o  m e e t  in  t h e  l o d g e  c o m e  a n d  g o  a r o u n d  

p la n n e d  g a th e r in g s .  A t  t h e  m o m e n t ,  t h in g s  a r e  in  a  lu ll.

T a l i s

T a lis  b e l ie v e s  s h e  is  th e  r ig h t fu l  b e a r e r  o f  t h e  White 

Dragon Mask, a n d  th a t s h e  w a s  d e e p ly  w r o n g e d  w h e n  

c u s t o d y  o f  th e  m a s k  w e n t  t o  h e r  h a t e d  r iv a l, t h e  d w a r f  

V a r r a m , a  f o o l i s h  c r e a t u r e  w h o m  T a l is  c o n s i d e r s  in s u lt ­

in g ly  in c o m p e t e n t  a n d  w o r t h le s s .  S h e ’s  b e e n  w a t c h in g  

th e  c u lt ’s  h o a r d  g r o w , a n d  s h e  h o p e s  to  s t i ll  m a k e  h e r  

m o v e  t o  b e c o m e  a  m a jo r  f ig u r e  w it h in  t h e  c u lt  h ie r a r ­

c h y — c e r t a in ly  s h e  h a s  a  lo t  o f  s u p p o r t  a m o n g  cu lt is t s .

R e z m i r

B e c a u s e  t h e y  a r e  e n e m ie s ,  R e z m ir  d o e s  n o t  w a r n  T a lis  

th a t a t ta c k e r s  m ig h t  b e  c o m in g  t h r o u g h  t h e  p o r t a l  o n  

h e r  h e e ls ,  b u t  in s t e a d  s l i p s  o f f  t o  S k y r e a c h  C a s t le  (s e e  

e p is o d e  8 )  w it h  t h e  in te n t  o f  le t t in g  t h e  a d v e n tu r e r s  

d e s t r o y  T a lis .  I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  s le w  R e z m ir ,  t h e  l o d g e ’s  

r e la t iv e  la c k  o f  w a t c h f u ln e s s  is  n o t  s u r p r is in g .

I f  R e z m ir  s u r v iv e d  t h e  e a r l ie r  e p is o d e , th e  h a l f -d r a g o n  

m e e t s  w it h  C a p t a in  O t h e ls t a n  in  P a r n a s t  to  r e c e iv e  a 

fu l l r e p o r t  o n  th e  s t a t u s  o f  t h e  c u lt  r a id s  a n d  t o  in f o r m  

t h e  c a p t a in  o f  t h e  p o s s i b l e  a r r iv a l o f  a d v e n tu r e r s . 

T r a c k in g  h e r  s u c c e s s f u l ly  r e q u ir e s  a  D C  2 3  W is d o m  

(S u r v iv a l )  c h e c k . I f  th e  a d v e n t u r e r s  ig n o r e  t h e  l o d g e  in  

fa v o r  o f  f o l l o w in g  R e z m ir  to  P a rn a s t ,  s k ip  to  e p i s o d e  8 .

T r e p s i n  t h e  T r o l l

T h is  f o u r -a r m e d  t r o ll  is  a  d e m o n -w o r s h ip e r  a n d  a  fa n a t­

ic a l  h u n te r  o f  b ig  g a m e : n o t h in g  p le a s e s  h im  s o  m u c h  

a s  b r in g in g  b lo o d  a n d  b o n e s  b a c k  t o  fe e d  h is  a m b u s h  

d r a k e s ,  o r  th e  d e l ig h t fu l  t e r r o r  o f  h is  m o r e  in t e ll i­

g e n t  v ic t im s . T r e p s in  c a r e s  m o s t ly  a b o u t  c o m b a t  a n d  

m a y h e m , b u t  h e  h a s  fo u n d  th a t s e r v in g  th e  c u lt  m a k e s  

c o m b a t  a n d  m a y h e m  m o r e  l ik e ly . H e ’s  v e r y  d e v o t e d  to  

T a lis ,  a n d  h e  s e r v e s  t h e  C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n  e n t h u s ia s t i ­

ca lly . H is  fo u r  a r m s  ju s t  m a k e  it e a s i e r  to  c la w , r ip , a n d  

s h r e d  a n y t h in g  t o o  s l o w  to  e s c a p e  h is  r e a c h . H e  t e r r i fie s  

t h e  k o b o l d s  a n d  t h e  h u m a n  s e r v a n t s  o f  t h e  lo d g e .

T h r o u g h  t h e  G a t e

T h e  g a te  f r o m  C a s t le  N a e r y t a r  c l o s e s  a s  s o o n  a s  th e  

p a r t y  s t e p s  t h r o u g h . T h e  g a te  c a n n o t  b e  r e o p e n e d  w i t h ­

o u t  th e  p r o p e r  p a s s w o r d .

D ar k  p i n e  w o o d s  ar e al l  a r o u n d  o n  t h e  s l o p e s  o f  a 

m o u n t a i n  v a l l ey ;  t h e  a i r  is c o l d  an d  f r e sh .  T w o  a n c ie n t  

s t o n e s  s t a n d  t o  e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  y o u , an d  n o  m o r e  t h a n  a 

b o w s h o t  ah e a d  a l o n g  a p a t h  is a l a r g e  h o u se ,  w i t h  s t o n e  

o n  t h e  g r o u n d  f l o o r ,  t i m b e r s  ab o v e .  W i t h i n  s i g h t  ar e m o r e  

s t a n d i n g  s t o n e s .

Pin e  b r a n ch e s  sh i f t  an d  sw a y  in  a g u s t i n g ,  f i t f u l  w in d .  A  

s q u i r r e l  c h i t t e r s  an d  t h e n  f a l l s  s i l e n t .

T h e  p o r t a l  s t a n d s  b e t w e e n  s t o n e  m a r k e r s  ( s e e  a r e a  1).

O u t s i d e  t h e  L o d g e

T h i s  a n c i e n t  b u i l d i n g  h as a w o o d  an d  p l a s t e r  u p p e r  f l o o r  

o v e r  a f i e l d s t o n e  l o w e r  f l o o r :  i t s  s h u t t e r e d  w in d o w s  ar e 

al l  c l o s e d .  T h e  r o o f  is c o m p le t e l y  o v e r g r o w n  w i t h  m o ss .  A  

s i n g l e  d o o r  s t a n d s  s l i g h t l y  o p e n .  Sm o k e  p o u r s  f r o m  o n e  

o f  t h r e e  l a r g e  c h im n e y s .

T h e  l o d g e  s t a n d s  in  a d is ta n t  w o o d la n d , a m o n g  ta ll 

p in e s  a n d  in  e x c e l le n t  h u n tin g  te rr ito ry . T h e  b u i ld in g  

c a n  b e  a c c e s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  fro n t  d o o r ,  k it c h e n  d o o r ,  th e  

s h u t te r e d  w in d o w s  (D C  10 D e x t e r it y  c h e c k  o r  a  s h u tte r  

b a n g s ) , o r  a  h o le  in  th e  m o s s -c o v e r e d  r o o f  (a b o v e  a r e a  

1 7 ) th a t ’s  v is ib le  f r o m  t h e  k e n n e l  a n d  s t a b le s .  C l im b in g  

u p  to  th e  h o le  r e q u ir e s  a s u c c e s s f u l  D C  1 5  S t r e n g t h  

(A t h le t ics )  c h e c k .

T h e  d r a k e  k e n n e l  (a r e a  2 )  a n d  w y v e r n  s t a b le s  (a r e a  3 ) 

a r e  s t o n e  o u t b u i ld in g s  l o c a t e d  b e h in d  t h e  l o d g e ,  n e a r  a 

w e l l  a n d  a  w o o d p i l e .  In v e s t ig a t in g  t h e  k e n n e l  r o u s e s  th e  

lo u d  h is s in g  a n d  p e c u l i a r  d e e p  g r o w l  o f  d r a k e s ,  a n d  is  

o n e  s u r e  w a y  t o  g e t  t h e  e n t ir e  l o d g e ’s  a tte n t io n .

T h e r e ’s  a ls o  t h e  p e r y t o n  n e s t  o n  t h e  r o o f  ( s e e  a r e a  2 2 ), 

d ir e c t ly  a b o v e  a r e a  1 8 .

O u t d o o r  Pa t r o l

I f  th e  p a r t y  l in g e r s  o u t s id e  th e  l o d g e  o r  e x p lo r e s  th e  

w o o d s  n e a r b y , it f in d s  c o m p a n y . T h o s e  w i t h  a  p a s s iv e  

W is d o m  ( P e r c e p t io n )  s c o r e  o f  12  o r  h ig h e r  a re  n o t  s u r ­

p r i s e d  b y  th e  r u s h  o f  a  g r o u p  o f  t w o  trolls a n d  t h r e e  

ambush drakes ( s e e  a p p e n d ix  B )  th a t h a s  b e e n  w a n ­

d e r in g  th e  a re a . T h e  c o m b a t  a le r t s  T a lis  th a t s h e  h a s  

c o m p a n y . T h e  t r o l ls  s e r v e  a s  t h e  l o d g e ’s  b o u n c e r s ,  a n d  

a n y o n e  w h o  is  n o t  e x p e c t e d  is  e a te n .

T r o l l  P u r s u i t

I f  th e  p a r t y  is  f o r c e d  t o  r e t r e a t  f r o m  t h e  l o d g e , t h e  f o u r ­

a r m e d  troll T r e p s in  (s e e  a r e a  2 ) p u r s u e s  t h e m  a n d  

t r ie s  t o  b r in g  at le a s t  o n e  o f  t h e m  b a c k  t o  th e  l o d g e  fo r  

q u e s t io n in g .

C u l t  S i g n s  a n d  S i g n a l s

T h e  Cu l t  o f  t h e  D r ag o n  u ses sev er a l  s i g n s an d  co u n t e r s i g n s  

am o n g  i t s m em b er s ,  t h e  m o s t  co m m o n  b e in g  h o ld i n g  t h e  

h an d  o u t  w i t h  al l  f i ve f in g er s ex t en d ed , w h i ch  t h ey cal l  t h e 

“ T i a m at  sa lu t e. ”  In  ad d i t i o n ,  t h e  p h r ases “A l l  h ai l  T i a m a t ! ”  an d  

“ T h ey  sh al l  r i se ! ”  ar e f r eq u en t ly  u sed  p ass p h r ases.

In  ad d i t i o n  t o  t h e i r  s i g n al s , cu l t i s t s  o f t en  w ear  a f i ve- co lo r ed  

b an d  o r  even  u se red , b l u e, an d  g r een  s t r i p es as co d ed  b i t s o f  

c l o t h i n g .  A  f ew  b an n e r s  sh o w in g  cu l t  i n s i g n ia  a l so  ex ist , b u t  

m o s t  o f  t h o se  ar e b e in g  h eld  in  r eser ve f o r  t h e  d ays w h en  t h e 

d r ag o n s  r i se t o  t ak e over . U n t i l  t h en ,  p ass p h r ases an d  t h e 

sa lu t e  ar e t h e r eco g n i t io n  s i g n a l s  m o s t  u sed  am o n g  Cu l t  o f  

t h e  D r ag o n  m em b er s .



1. P o r t a l  S t o n e s

T h e  m o s s y  s t o n e s  a r e  o ld  an d  w e a t h e r e d ;  l i c h en  co v e r s  

m o s t  o f  t h e i r  s u r f a c e s ,  b u t  t r a c e s  o f  w h i t e  p a in t  r e m a i n  in  

a f e w  o f  t h e  g r o o v es .

T h e  m a g ic a l  g a te  to  C a s t le  N a e r y ta r  s its  b e t w e e n  a  p a ir  

o f  m o s s - c o v e r e d  s t a n d in g  s t o n e s  v is ib le  f r o m  a ll th e  

fr o n t  r o o m s  o f  th e  l o d g e . T h r e e  o t h e r  p o r t a ls  n e a r  th e  

l o d g e  s t a n d  b e t w e e n  s im ila r  s t o n e s ,  a n d  t h e  c u lt is ts  

h a v e  r e - t u n e d  t h e ir  d e s t in a t io n s  t o  s u it  t h e ir  o w n  e n d s . 

O n e  o f  t h e m  c o n n e c t s  t o  t h e  d is ta n t  n o r t h  (w h e r e  T a lis  

v is i ts  w h it e  d r a g o n  a ll ie s ), o n e  le a d s  t o  a  h e a v ily  g u a r d e d  

c h a m b e r  in  T h a y , a n d  o n e  le a d s  t o  t h e  d e s e r t  o f  M u l- 

h o r a n d , n e a r  a  b lu e  d r a g o n  la ir.

T h e s e  a d d it io n a l  p o r t a ls  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  a  m a jo r  p a r t  o f  

th e  a d v e n t u r e , b u t  t h e y  c a n  in t r o d u c e  c u lt is t  n o n p la y e r  

c h a r a c t e r s  c o m in g  t o  “ d o  b u s in e s s  at th e  l o d g e ” i f  th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  d e c id e  t o  d a w d le  at th e  l o d g e  f o r  m a n y  d a y s . 

A c t iv a t in g  a n y  o f  t h e s e  p o r t a l  s t o n e s  is  u n lik e ly  w it h o u t  

th e  l o r e  a v a i la b le  in  d is t a n t  l ib r a r ie s  o r  in  R a t h  M o d a r ’s  

c h a m b e r s  in  S k y r e a c h  C a s t le  (s e e  e p i s o d e  8 ).

T h e  g r o o v e s  a r e  D r a c o n ic  le t te r s  th a t s p e l l  o u t  w o r d s  

in  L o r o s s ,  t h e  la n g u a g e  o f  N e th e r il . T h e y  m e n t io n  th e  

“ s n o w y  la n d s ,”  a n  “ u n q u ie t  s w a m p  o f  m o u r n fu l  c r o a k ­

in g ,”  a n d  t h e  la n d s  o f  th e  “r e d  s u n ,”  b u t  p r o v id e  n o  p la c e  

n a m e s .  O v e r  t im e , th e  s t o n e s  h a v e  b e e n  u s e d  to  r e a c h  

m a n y  s it e s  w it h in  t h e  R e a lm s .

2 .  H u n t i n g  K e n n e l

T h e  s t o n e  o u t b u i l d i n g  h as a m o ss y  r o o f  an d  n o  w in d o w s .  

T h e  so l i d  o ak  d o o r s  a t  e i t h e r  en d  ar e 9 f e e t  t a l l ;  t h e  w h o le  

t h i n g  r e s e m b l e s  a sm a l l  b ar n .

O p e n in g  th e  d o o r  r e q u ir e s  a  knock s p e l l  o r  a  s u c c e s s ­

fu l  D C  2 0  S t r e n g t h  c h e c k ; h a m m e r i n g  o n  it b r in g s  th e  

o c c u p a n t s  o v e r  t o  o p e n  it, b u t  t h e y  m ig h t  b e  a  s u r p r is e .  

W h e n  t h e  d o o r  o p e n s , r e a d ;

T h e  d o o r  o p e n s  an d  t h e  sm e l l  o f  r o t t i n g  f l esh  w a f t s  o u t .

T h e  c r e a t u r e  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  d o o r  is a f o u r - a r m ed  t r o l l  in  a 

m u d d y  c lo ak ,  h o ld i n g  t h e  l eash  o f  a sm a l l  d r a g o n .  “ W h a t  

yo u  w a n t ?”  i t  ask s .  “ Sh o w  t h e  s i g n . "

T h e  fo u r -a r m e d  troll, T r e p s in , is  a s k in g  f o r  t h e  c u l t ’s  

r e c o g n i t i o n  s ig n a l.  I f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  d o n ’t k n o w  it o r  ju s t  

d o n ’t p r o v id e  it, t h e  tr o l l  a t ta c k s .

T h e  k e n n e l  c o n t a in s  s ix  ambush drakes, w h ic h  th e  

c u lt is t s  u s e  to  t r a c k  a n d  k i ll  g a m e  a n d  in t ru d e r s .  T h e  

d r a k e s  o b e y  T r e p s in  a s  t h e  l e a d e r  o f  t h e ir  p a c k .

T r e p s in  w e a r s  a m o s s y  a n d  filth y  c a p e  th a t h e  s o a k s  

in  w a t e r  f r o m  th e  w e l l;  th is  p r o v id e s  b o t h  g o o d  c a m o u ­

f la g e  a n d  p a r t ia l  p r o t e c t io n  a g a in s t  fire . T h e  m u d d y  c a p e  

a l lo w s  h im  to  ig n o r e  th e  f ir s t  10  p o in t s  o f  f ir e  d a m a g e  

fr o m  a n y  a tta c k  o r  s o u r c e .

I f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  in v e s t ig a te  th e  in t e r io r  o f  t h e  k e n ­

n e ls ,  t h e y  fin d  a  d is t u r b in g  a ltar.

A t  t h e  b ack  o f  t h e  k en n e l s ,  t h r e e  b o a r  sp ea r s  h av e b een  

l a sh e d  t o g e t h e r  in  a r o u g h  an d  s t r o n g  t r i p o d .  A n  a n im a l  

c a r c as s  h an g s  f r o m  t h e  t r i p o d  b y  a r o p e ;  p r o b ab l y  a y o u n g  

b o ar , t h o u g h  t h e  f l i e s  m ak e  i t  h a r d  t o  t e l l .  Be n e a t h  i t  is a 

b o w l  c i r c l ed  b y r u n es  w r i t t e n  in  b l o o d .

T h e  r u n e s  a re  w r it t e n  in  G ia n t . T r e p s i n  is  a  f o l l o w e r  o f  

t h e  d e m o n  lo r d  B a p h o m e t ,  lo r d  o f  h u n t e r s  a n d  s la y e r s .  

T h e  s t r a n g e  a n d  r u s t e d  s p e a r -a lt a r  h a s  r o t t e d  m e a t  o n  it 

a s  a  s a c r i f i c e  to  t h e  d e m o n  lo r d .

T r e a s u r e

T r e p s in  k e e p s  s o m e  ite m s  fo r  h im s e l f .  T h e s e  in c lu d e  s ix  

e r m in e  p e lt s  (1 0 0  g p  e a ch ),  t h r e e  fo x  p e lt s  (2 5  g p  e a ch ),  

a n d  t h e  p r i z e  o f  h is  c o l l e c t i o n : a  fu l l w in t e r  w o l f  c l o a k  

(2 5 0  g p ) w it h  a  m it h r a l  c la s p  in  t h e  s h a p e  o f  a  p a w  u s e d  

to  s e c u r e  th e  c l o a k  (7 5 0  g p ).



T h e  Fo u r - Ar m e d  T r o l l

So m e t i m e s  w h en  a t r o l l  l o ses  a l im b , i t  r eg en e r a t es  t w o  

l im b s  t o  r ep lace  t h e  o n e  i t  lo st .  T h i s  can  r esu l t  in  t r o l l s  w i t h  

m u l t i p l e  a r m s .  A  f o u r - ar m ed  t r o l l  u ses  t h e  troll s t a t  b l o ck , 

ex cep t  t h a t  i t  is a Ch a l l en g e  Ra t i n g  6 m o n s t e r  (2 ,3 0 0  X P) 

an d  h as t h e  f o l l o w in g  ac t i o n  i n s t ead  o f  t h e  t r o l l ’s n o r m a l  

M u l t i a t t ac k  ac t i o n :

Mult iat tack. T h e  t r o l l  a t t ack s  f i ve  t i m es ,  o n c e  w i t h  i t s b i t e 

an d  f o u r  t im es  w i t h  i t s c l aw s .  I f  t w o  o r  m o r e  c l aw s  h i t  t h e 

sa m e  t a r g e t , t h e  t r o l l  r en d s  t h e  t a r g et ,  d e a l i n g  an  ex t r a 2 d 6  

s l as h i n g  d am ag e .

3. St a b l e s  a n d  W e l l

T h e  s t a b le s  s o m e t im e s  h o ld  a  w y v e r n  o r  t h r e e ,  b u t  t h e y  

a r e  e m p t y  at t h e  m o m e n t .  T h e  w e l l  h a s  a  h o is t , a  b u c k e t ,  

a n d  c o ld  w a te r , a n d  it s e e m s  to  h a v e  b e e n  c a r v e d  m a g i ­

c a l ly  t h r o u g h  s t o n e . It is  o t h e r w is e  u n re m a r k a b le .

L o d g e  G r o u n d  F l o o r

T h e  l o w e r  f lo o r  h a s  h e a v y , m u d -s t a in e d  c a r p e t s  a n d  d a rk  

w o o d e n  w a lls .  T h e s e  a re  th e  c o m m o n  s p a c e s  fo r  v is ito rs  

a n d  fo r  s e rv a n ts . C h a r a c t e r s  c a n  e n te r  th e  l o d g e  t h r o u g h  

th e  fro n t  d o o r ,  th e  k itc h e n  d o o r ,  o r  a s h u t te r e d  w in d o w . 

O p e n in g  a s h u tte r  w it h o u t  a le r t in g  th e  l o d g e ’s  o c c u p a n t s  

r e q u ir e s  a  s u c c e s s fu l  D C  12 D e x t e r it y  (S te a lth )  c h e c k .

T h e  l o d g e  is  c u r re n tly  e m p t y  o f  m o s t  s e n io r  c u lt is ts  

o t h e r  th a n  T a lis ,  w h o  is  o n  th e  u p p e r  f lo o r  ( s e e  a re a  16). 

S h e  e x p e c t s  o n ly  fe l lo w  c u lt is ts  a s  v is it o r s .  M o s t  s e r ­

v a n ts  w i l l  e x p e c t  th a t f r ie n d ly  v is it o r s  a r e  h e r e  to  s e e  h er.

4. C l o a k  R o o m  a n d  G u a r d  P o s t

T h e  e n tr y  w a y  is  e m p t y  m o s t  o f  th e  t im e .

j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  f r o n t  d o o r  is a c h a m b e r  w i t h  p eg s  an d  

b e n c h e s  f o r  c l o ak s  an d  b o o t s .  A  se t  o f  r u s t y  sp ea r s  r es t s  

in  o n e  co r n e r ,  h e ld  in  t h e  c l a w  o f  a sm a l l  d r ak e  s t a t u e .

T h e  g u a r d  p o s t  to  th e  r ig h t  o f  t h is  e n t r y w a y  is  u n o c c u ­

p ie d  e x c e p t  w h e n  la r g e  g r o u p s  o f  r iv a l  c u lt is ts  ga th er . 

T w o  s m a ll  a r r o w  s l its  m a k e  it e a s y  t o  f ir e  in t o  t h e  e n tr y  

h a l l  w i t h  t h r e e - q u a r t e r s  c o v e r .

5. Sm a l l  H a l l

T h i s  c e n t r a l  h a l l w ay  h as s t a i r s ,  l a r g e w o o d e n  d o o r s ,  an d  

a se t  o f  f i n e  p l a t e  a r m o r .  Fl a n k in g  t h e  m a in  e n t r a n c e  ar e 

t w o  f r e e s t a n d in g  su i t s  o f  e l v e n  p l a t e  a r m o r ,  b o t h  co a t ed  

in  c h i p p e d  g r een  p a in t .  M an - s i z ed  d e m o n i c  s t a t u e s  s t an d  

n ear  t h e  b ase o f  t h e  s t a i r s .

T h e  h e a v y  c a r p e t  n e a r  t h e  e n t r y w a y  is  s t a in e d  w it h  th e  

m u d d y  b o o t s  o f  r e t u r n in g  h u n te r s . T h e  t w o  d e m o n ic  

s t a t u e s  a r e  g a r g o y le s , a n d  t h e y  a tt a c k  c r e a t u r e s  th a t 

e n t e r  th e  h a l l  w i t h  w e a p o n s  d r a w n .

T r e a s u r e

T h e  f r e e s t a n d in g  s u its  o f  e lv e n  a r m o r  a re  w a r d e d  w it h  

fr e e z in g  r u n e s  th a t c a n  b e  d e t e c t e d  w it h  a  s u c c e s s f u l  

D C  2 0  W is d o m  ( P e r c e p t io n )  c h e c k . A n y  c h a r a c t e r  th a t 

t o u c h e s  o n e  o f  t h e  s u it s  o r  p a s s e s  b e t w e e n  t h e m  m u s t  

m a k e  a  D C  1 5  C o n s t it u t io n  s a v in g  t h r o w . O n  a  fa i le d  

s a v in g  t h r o w , t h e  c h a r a c t e r  t a k e s  1d 1 2  c o l d  d a m a g e  a n d  

is  r e s t r a in e d  ( f r o z e n  in  p la c e )  fo r  1 m in u t e .  T h e  c h a r a c ­

te r  m a y  u s e  a n  a c t io n  o n  h is  o r  h e r  t u r n  to  m a k e  a  D C  

15  S t r e n g t h  c h e c k , e n d in g  t h e  e f fe c t  e a r ly  o n  a  s u c c e s s .

E a c h  su it  o f  p la te  a r m o r  is  m o u n t e d  o n  a  c r u d e  

w o o d e n  s t a n d  v a g u e ly  s h a p e d  l ik e  a  h e a d le s s  e lf. A  

f r e e z in g  r u n e  c a n  b e  r e m o v e  w it h  dispel magic ( D C  1 5 ), 

w h e r e u p o n  t h e  a r m o r  b e c o m e s  n o n m a g ic a l .

6 . T h r e e  H o u n d s  Pa r l o r

T h e  s t o u t  b e am s  o v e r h e a d  a r e  s t a i n e d  b l ack  w i t h  sm o k e .

A  c o m f o r t a b le  t a b le  an d  c h a i r s ,  a sm a l l  w a r d r o b e ,  an d  su i t  

o f  d u l l  b l ack  a r m o r  s t an d  in  t h e  r o o m .  A  l a r g e  t a p e s t r y  

sh o w s  t h r e e  h o u n d s  d r a g g in g  d o w n  a w h i t e  b o ar , an d  i t  

s h i m m e r s  w i t h  s t r a n g e  l i g h t .

T h e  b la c k  a r m o r  is  a  helmed horror b u ilt  t o  s e r v e  th e  

cu lt , a n d  d is g u is e d  b y  a n  i l lu s io n  t o  a p p e a r  a s  o r d in a r y  

a rm o r . It d e t e c t s  a s  m a g i c a l  a n d  a tt a c k s  i f  d is t u r b e d  o r  i f  

c o m m a n d e d  to  d o  s o  b y  T a l is  o r  s o m e o n e  e l s e  w e a r in g  

p u r p le  C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n  r o b e s .

T h e  h e lm e d  h o r r o r  h a s  a n  Evard’s black tentacles 

s p e l l  s t o r e d  in  it. It is  p r o g r a m m e d  t o  c a s t  t h is  s p e l l  

w h e n  c o n f r o n t e d  b y  t h r e e  o r  m o r e  a d v e r s a r ie s ,  a n d  c a n  

d o  s o  o n ly  o n c e .  ( S e e  t h e  h e lm e d  h o r r o r ’s  s ta t  b lo c k  fo r  

d e t a i ls  o n  i ts  S p e l l  S t o r in g  tra it.)

T h e  t a p e s t r y  is  m a g i c a l  a n d  t r a n s p o r t s  t h o s e  w h o  s te p  

t h r o u g h  it in t o  t h e  s u r r o u n d in g  fo r e s t ,  a b o u t  fiv e  m ile s  

f r o m  t h e  l o d g e . It o f t e n  p la c e s  t h e  t r a v e le r s  n e a r  a  d e e r , 

m o u n t a in  g o a t , o r  o t h e r  w ild  g a m e .

T h e  t a p e s t r y  w e ig h s  a b o u t  5 0  p o u n d s  a n d  w o r k s  o n ly  

w h e n  it is  h a n g in g  o n  a  w a l l ,  t e le p o r t in g  c r e a t u r e s  to  

a  r a n d o m  l o c a t i o n  o u t  t o  a  r a n g e  o f  fiv e  m i le s ;  it d o e s  

n o t  w o r k  i f  p la c e d  o n  t h e  f lo o r  l ik e  a  c a r p e t  a n d  l o s e s  

its  m a g i c a l  p r o p e r t y  i f  d a m a g e d  in  a n y  w a y . It is  w o r t h  

2 ,5 0 0  g p , o r  4 0 0  g p  i f  it l o s e s  its  t e le p o r t a t io n  p ro p e r ty .

7. K i t c h e n

T h e r e  is  a d o o r  o u t t o  th e  d r a k e  k e n n e ls  (a r e a  2 ) a n d  

w e l l  (a r e a  3 ) h e r e .

T h i s  s p a c io u s  k i t ch en  is a h i v e  o f  a c t i v i t y .  A  l a r g e  s t o v e  

a g a in s t  o n e  w a l l  c o n t a i n s  a r o a r i n g  f i r e  w i t h  a b u b b l i n g  

s t e w  p o t  an d  sh a n k s  o f  v e n i s o n  s u s p e n d e d  a b o v e  it .

St r i n g s  o f  o n io n s  an d  h e r b s  c r i s s c r o s s  t h e  c e i l i n g  l ik e 

w e b s  a b o v e  c l u t t e r e d  t a b le s .  Pr e p a r i n g  m e a l s  a r e  f o u r  

h u m a n s :  t w o  m en  an d  t w o  w o m e n .  A l l  a r e  w i t h i n  a r m 's  

r ea ch  o f  b o i l i n g  w a t e r ,  c l e a v e r s ,  an d  k n i v e s ,  an d  t h e i r  

s t a r e s  m ak e  i t  q u i t e  c l e a r  t h e y  d o n ’t  l i k e  c o m p a n y .



T h e s e  f o u r  cultists a r e  T a l i s ’s  s e r v a n t s .  T h e y  k n o w  h o w  

t o  c o o k , a n d  t h e y  c a n  p u t  u p  a  fig h t. I f  a tta c k e d , o n e  cu lt-  

is t  r u n s  t o  t h e  d r a k e  k e n n e ls  (a r e a  2 ) to  fe t c h  T r e p s in  

a n d  h is  d r a k e s .  T h o s e  r e in fo r c e m e n t s  a r r iv e  3  r o u n d s  

later.

8 .  Pa n t r y

T h i s  p a n t r y  is w e l l - s t o ck e d  w i t h  b e a n s ,  b u t t e r ,  s m o k e d  

h a m s ,  h a r d  b i s c u i t s ,  f r e sh  a p p le s ,  e g g s ,  s a ck s  o f  f l o u r ,  

an d  b a r r e l s  o f  a l e .  T h e r e ’s e n o u g h  f o o d  h e r e  t o  l a s t  a 

l o n g  w in t e r .

A  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  18  I n t e l l ig e n c e  ( I n v e s t ig a t io n )  c h e c k  

r e v e a ls  a  h o l l o w  s p a c e  u n d e r  th e  f lo o r b o a r d s  th a t c o n ­

t a in s  a  s t r o n g b o x ,  in s id e  w h ic h  is  s t o r e d  th e  l o d g e ’s  

f in e  d in in g  s ilv e r : 2 4  p la c e  s e t t in g s  o f  b u t te r  k n ife ,  s o u p  

s p o o n , fo r k , a n d  d e s s e r t  s p o o n — b u t  n o  k n iv e s .  T h e  

s i lv e r  is  w o r t h  3 0 0  g p  a l l  to ld ,  a n d  it w e ig h s  5 0  p o u n d s .

9 .  B a s e m e n t

T h e  c e l l a r  is d a m p  an d  s m e l l s  l ik e ap p le s  an d  v i n eg ar .

Ba g s  o f  ap p le s  an d  sa ck s  o f  p o t a t o e s  l i n e  o n e  w a l l .  T h r ee  

p r i so n e r s  ar e c h a in e d  a l o n g  a n o t h e r  w a l l :  a d w a r f  w i t h  

a c h o p p e d  an d  s i n g e d  b ear d ,  an d  t w o  h u m a n s — a m an  

an d  a w o m a n .  T h e  w o m a n  is w o u n d e d .  T h e i r  c h a in s  ar e 

se cu r e d  t o  i r o n  r i n g s ,  k e ep in g  t h e m  j u s t  o u t  o f  r each  o f  

t h e  f o o d .

T h e y  a re  a ll s h a c k le d  w it h  ir o n  c h a in s  a n d  m a ln o u r ­

is h e d , a n d  t w o  o f  t h e  c a p t iv e s  a r e  c le a r ly  w h ip p e d  a n d  

b e a t e n . T h e  c u lt is ts  c a p t u r e d  t h e m  a n d  b r o u g h t  t h e m  to  

th e  l o d g e  fo r  in t e r r o g a tio n .

Craggnor the Dwarf. C r a g g n o r  is  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  

c u lt  a n d  a  fr ie n d  o f  t h e  d w a r f  V a r ra m  th e  W h it e ,  t h e  

c u lt is t  w h o m  T a l is  h a t e s  a b o v e  a l l  o t h e r s .  S h e  c a p t u r e d  

C r a g g n o r  h o p in g  to  le a r n  a  w e a k n e s s  s h e  c a n  e x p lo it ,  

b u t  s o  fa r  h e  h a s  r e s i s t e d  v a r io u s  b r ib e s ,  e n c h a n t m e n t s ,  

a n d  p h y s ic a l  t o r m e n t s .  S h e  in t e n d s  t o  t r y  a  m o r e  p o w ­

e r fu l  f o r m  o f  m in d -r e a d in g  a ft e r  s h e  c a n  p u l l  t o g e t h e r  

m a te r ia ls .

Miresella. T h is  y o u n g  w o m a n  f r o m  B a ld u r ’s  G a te  

c a m e  t o  P a r n a s t  w it h  a  c a r a v a n , s t u m b le d  u p o n  th e  

c u lt ’s  d o in g s  h e r e ,  a n d  w a s  c a p t u r e d . S h e  is  t e r r i f ie d  o f  

T a l is , w h o  c o m e s  d o w n  t o  b e a t  h e r  a n d  C r a g g n o r  f r o m



t im e  t o  t im e . S h e  h a s  b r u is e s  a n d  c u t s  a lo n g  h e r  n e c k  

a n d  s h o u ld e r .  T r e a t  h e r  a s  a  h u m a n  scout w it h  ju s t  1 h it 

p o in t  t o  s ta r t . S h e ’s  g r a t e fu l  t o  e s c a p e  b u t  n o t  e a g e r  to  

t a n g le  w it h  th e  c u lt  u n le s s  h e a le d  a n d  e q u ip p e d .

Brother Caemon. T h is  h u m a n  priest o f  A m a u n a t o r  

h a s  n o t  b e e n  s c o u r g e d , b e a t e n , e n c h a n t e d , o r  o t h e r w is e  

a b u s e d , w h ic h  fr a n k ly  s e e m s  t o  m a k e  h im  a  litt le  n e r ­

v o u s . H e  s a y s  h e  a r r iv e d  h e r e  f r o m  H il ls fa r  to  t h e  e a s t ,  

a s  p a r t  o f  a  p i lg r im a g e  t o  a  s h r in e  o n  th e  c o a s t ,  a n d  t h is  

is  w h y  T a lis  s in g l e d  h im  o u t  fo r  g o o d  t r e a t m e n t— h e ’s  

u n lik e ly  t o  k n o w  a n y t h in g  u s e fu l .

B r o t h e r  C a e m o n  s u s p e c t s  th a t T a lis  is  t r y in g  to  w in  

h im  o v e r  t o  t h e  cu lt , b u t  h e  a ls o  f e a r s  th a t T a lis  p la n s  to  

s a c r i f i c e  h im  a s  p a r t  o f  a  s u m m o n in g  r itu a l  a n d  is  t r y in g  

t h e  “ c a t c h  m o r e  f lie s  w i t h  h o n e y ”  a p p r o a c h  t o  w in  h is  

f r e e d o m . T a l is ’s  k in d n e s s  is  e n t ire ly  fa ls e ,  b u t  it m ig h t  

c o n f u s e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a s  a  r e d  h e r r in g . C a e m o n  d o e s n ’t 

k n o w  m u c h , a n d  h e  is  a  b it  o f  a k in d -h e a r t e d  fo o l .

10.  G u e s t  C h a m b e r

T h i s  r o o m  is d a r k  an d  co ld .  Fu r n i s h i n g s  i n c l u d e  a b ed  

co v e r e d  w i t h  b lan k e t s  an d  f u r s ,  a sm a l l  d esk  w i t h  an  u n l i t  

o i l  l a m p  a t o p  i t , a w a s h s t a n d ,  a c h a m b e r p o t ,  an d  a b r a z i e r  

o f  co a l s .  T h e  w i n d o w  is sh u t t e r e d .

T h is  r o o m  is  r e a d y  fo r  g u e s t s ,  b u t  u n o c c u p ie d . T h e r e  

a r e  n o  v a lu a b le s  b e y o n d  b e d d in g ,  fu r s , a n d  s im i la r  

i te m s .

11.  W h i t e  S t a g  Pa r l o r

T h i s  r o o m  is w a r m  an d  c o m f o r t a b le ,  w i t h  a l a r g e  f i r e p l a ce ,  

s t u f f e d  l e a t h e r  c h a i r s ,  an d  a t a b le  se t  w i t h  sm o k e d  

s a u sa g es  an d  c a n d le s .  A  t a p e s t r y  d i s p l a y s  a m a g n i f i c e n t  

w h i t e  s t ag  ab o v e  a v a l l ey ,  w i t h  a p a i r  o f  g r een  d r a g o n s  

s o a r i n g  o v e r h e a d  an d  d eer , b o a r s ,  an d  h e d g eh o g s  h i d i n g  

a m o n g  t h e  l ea v es  an d  t r ee s  b e lo w .

T h e  w a l l s  eac h  h av e a t r o p h y  o r  t w o ,  i n c l u d in g  t w o  f i n e  

m o u n t a i n  g o a t  h e ad s ,  an  e l k ’s h ead  w i t h  a 1 0 - p o in t  r ack , 

a g i a n t  e a g le ’s h ead  an d  t a l o n s ,  a m e t a l l i c  b u l l ’ s h ead ,  

a g r i f f o n ’s h ead  an d  f o r e c l a w s ,  an d  t h e  h ead  o f  a w h i t e-  

f u r r ed  b o a r  w i t h  t u sk s  as l o n g  as d a g g e r s .  T h e  r o o m  

s e e m s  o t h e r w i s e  d e se r t e d .

T h e  t a p e s t r y  h e r e  is  w o r t h  a b o u t  4 0 0  g p , b u t  w e ig h s  4 0  

p o u n d s . T h e  m e t a l l i c  b u l l ’s  h e a d  is  a  g o r g o n , a n d  t h e  t r o ­

p h ie s  a re  a ll r e a l ,  t h o u g h  n o t  e s p e c ia l l y  v a lu a b le  e x c e p t  

a s  c u r io s it ie s .  T h e  g r i f fo n ’s  h e a d  d o e s  c o n t a in  s o m e ­

t h in g  u n u s u a l:  a  s t a s h  o f  t w o  potions of healing.

12.  K o b o l d  S e r v a n t s

A  f o u l  o d o r  p e r m e a t e s  t h i s  u n f u r n i s h e d  r o o m ,  w h i c h  is 

f i l l ed  w i t h  m o r e  t h a n  t w e n t y  k o b o ld s ,  h a l f  s l e e p in g  an d  

h a l f  aw ak e .

T h e  t w e n t y -fo u r  kobold servants a r e  t h e  l o d g e ’s  m a id s ,  

g r o o m s , s w e e p s , la u n d r y , a n d  c o o k s .  T h e y  w o r k  p r im a r ­

i ly  a t n ig h t . T h e  s e r v a n t s  a v o id  c o m b a t ,  b u t  t h e y  s p y  o n  

e v e r y  v is it o r  a n d  r e p o r t  b a c k  to  T a lis  i f  t h e y  s e e  a n y th in g  

s u s p ic io u s .

13.  H u m a n  S e r v a n t s

T h i s  r o o m  c o n t a i n s  t h r e e  b ed s an d  a s i m p le  w r i t i n g  d esk . 

T h e  r o o m  s m e l l s  c l e an ,  an d  t h e  f l o o r b o a r d s  ar e s w e p t  

sp o t l es s .

T h r e e  h u m a n  s e r v a n t s  (commoners) s le e p  h e r e  w h e n  

t h e y  a r e  n o t  w o r k in g  a s  t h e  l o d g e ’s  w a it e r s  a n d  g r e e t e r s .  

T h e y  w e r e  h ir e d  b y  t h e  l o d g e ’s  p r io r  o w n e r ,  o n e  L o r d  

M a r s t e n , a  n o b le  s la in  b y  t h e  cu lt . T h e y  a r e  c o n f in e d  

t o  t h is  c h a m b e r  w h e n  n o t  s e r v in g  T a l is . T h e s e  r e s e n t ­

fu l  s e r v a n t s  a r e  t h e  c h i e f  b u t le r  G a s t y n , h e a d  m a id  

A r la e n g a , a n d  f o r m e r  c h i e f  h u n te r  a n d  n o w  c h i e f  g r o o m  

A n g r a t h  W o o d w is e .  T h e y  r e s e n t  th e  c u lt is t s , e s p e c ia l l y  

T r e p s in  th e  tr o ll .

T h e  h u m a n  s e r v a n t s  a v o id  c o m b a t ,  b u t  t h e y  s p y  o n  

e v e r y  v is ito r . A r la e n g a  is  t r y in g  t o  in g r a t ia te  h e r s e l f ,  a n d  

s h e  r e p o r t s  b a c k  to  T a lis  i f  s h e  s e e s  a n y t h in g  s u s p ic io u s .

T h e  s e r v a n t s  a r e  w i l l in g  t o  te ll th e  a d v e n t u r e r s  a b o u t  

t h e  tr o l l  in  t h e  k e n n e ls  (a r e a  2 ) a n d  t h e  r o o m  w h e r e  th e  

w h o le  c u lt  c o m e s  to  p lo t  (a r e a  2 0 ) . T h e y  a ls o  k n o w  th a t 

t h e  p e r y t o n s  c a n  b e  p la c a t e d  w it h  f o o d  (a r e a  2 2 ) , a n d  

th a t t h e  c u lt  k e e p s  a  v a lu a b le  b a n n e r  in  t h e  l in e n s  (a r e a  

1 5 ). M o s t  o f  a ll, t h o u g h , t h e y  s a y  t h e y ’v e  s e e n  “a  c a s t le  in  

t h e  s k y  n e a r  P a r n a s t .”

14.  B a t h

T h is  s m a ll  c h a m b e r  h a s  a  la r g e  b a t h t u b  in  it. T h e  lo w e r  

b a th  d o u b le s  a s  a  la u n d r y  fo r  t h e  s e r v a n t s  t o  w a s h  

l in e n s , b e d d in g ,  a n d  s o  fo r th .

15.  L i n e n s

T h i s  r o o m  is s t ack ed  w i t h  b l a n k e t s ,  sh e e t s ,  v a r i o u s  an i m a l  

f u r s ,  t a b l e c l o t h s ,  f lag s ,  b an n e r s ,  an d  r o l led - u p  r u g s .

T h e r e ’s  n o t h in g  o f  e x c e p t io n a l  v a lu e  h e r e ,  b u t  o n e  o f  

t h e  b a n n e r s  h a s  fiv e  s t r ip e s  c o l o r e d  b la c k , b lu e , g r e e n , 

r e d , a n d  w h it e ,  r e s p e c t iv e ly . T h e  b a n n e r  is  m e a n t  to  b e  

f lo w n  o n  a  la n c e  o r  s p e a r  a s  a  s ig n a l  w h e n  a p p r o a c h in g  

S k y r e a c h  C a s t le ,  to  s h o w  th a t t h e  b e a r e r  is  f r ie n d ly . A n y  

c a p t u r e d  c u lt is t  c a n  e x p la in  th e  b a n n e r ’s  p u r p o s e .



L o d g e  U p p e r  F l o o r

T h e  s e c o n d  f lo o r  in c lu d e s  s le e p in g  q u a r t e r s  f o r  g u e s t s ,  

th e  a r m o r y , a  fe a s t  h a ll  u s e d  f o r  c u lt  g a t h e r in g s ,  a n d  

T a l i s ’s  p r iv a t e  r o o m .

16 . T a l i s ’s H a l l

W h a t  l o o k s  t o  b e a w e l l - ap p o in t ed  c h a m b e r  is f i l l ed  w i t h  

f u r n i t u r e  an d  c an  se r v e  as a p l a ce  t o  ea t  f o o d  o r  d i scu ss  

im p o r t a n t  m a t t e r s .  T h r e e  m en  in  t h e  r o o m  w e a r  sca le  m ai l  

an d  ca r r y  sw o r d s ;  a w o m a n  w e a r s  r o b es  o v e r  w h i t e  sca l e  

m a i l ,  an d  sh e  h o ld s  a w an d  se t  w i t h  a b l u e  g e m s t o n e .  

“ W e l c o m e .  I c o n s id e r  y o u  t o  b e m y  g u es t s .  Pe r h a p s  w e  can  

d o  b u s i n e s s . ”

T h is  e n c o u n t e r  is  t h e  c l a s s i c  s c e n e  w h e r e  t h e  v i l la in  

e x p la i n s  h e r s e l f  i f  th e  p la y e r s  a r e  w il l in g  to  p a u s e .

Talis the White is  a  d a n g e r o u s  f o e .  S h e  s t a n d s  b e h in d  

h e r  b o d y g u a r d s  a n d  u s e s  a  wand of winter ( s e e  a p p e n ­

d ix  C ). T a l is ’s  b o d y g u a r d s  in c lu d e  t w o  h u m a n  veterans 

n a m e d  M a e lg o t  a n d  S o r v ic ,  a n d  a  dragonclaw ( s e e  

a p p e n d ix  B )  n a m e d  K u s p h ia . I f  T a lis  is  s la in ,  th e  v e t e r ­

a n s  s u r r e n d e r ,  b u t  K u s p h ia  f ig h ts  t o  th e  d e a t h  t o  a v e n g e  

h e r  s la in  m is t r e s s .

T a lis  e x p e c t s  t o  m e e t  s o m e  c o - c o n s p i r a t o r s  a t t h e  

lo d g e  to  d i s c u s s  v a r io u s  m a tt e r s  o f  h e r  o w n  a s c e n d a n c y  

in  t h e  r a n k s . I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  b e  t u r n e d  to  h e r  

a d v a n ta g e , s h e  w o u ld  m u c h  r a t h e r  s e n d  t h e m  a g a in s t  

h e r  r iv a l t h a n  f ig h t t h e m . A t  t h e  s a m e  t im e , s h e  k n o w s  

s h e  c a n n o t  b e  s e e n  a s  d is lo y a l  t o  th e  c u lt ’s  in t e r e s ts .

Negotiating with Talis. T a l is  i s  w a r y  o f  t h e  c h a r a c ­

t e r s  b u t  o f fe r s  t h e m  h o s p it a l i t y  t o  s e e  w h e t h e r  t h e y  

m ig h t  b e  u s e fu l  t o o l s .  A n  o b s e r v e r  w i l l  n o t e  th a t  s h e  

is  p o l i t e  b u t  n o t  w a r m . S h e  s e e m s  w a r y  b u t  is  c le a r l y  

l o o k i n g  f o r  s o m e t h in g .

• What Talis Wants. T a lis  w a n t s  t o  m o v e  u p  in  th e  

r a n k s  b y  c a u s in g  h e r  r iv a ls  to  fa il s p e c t a c u la r ly .

• What Talis Offers. S h e  u r g e s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  to  t h w a r t  

t h e  t r a n s p o r t  o f  a la r g e  t r e a s u r e  h o a r d . C u lt is ts  u n d e r  

R e z m ir ’s  c o m m a n d  a r e  u s in g  a  c lo u d  g ia n t ’s  f ly in g  

c a s t l e  t o  e x p e d it e  t h e  d e liv e r y . T a lis  o f fe r s  t o  h e lp

t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  g e t  a b o a r d  S k y r e a c h  C a s t le  b e f o r e  it 

d e p a r t s  (s e e  e p is o d e  8 ) a n d  p r o v i d e s  t h e m  w it h  a  b a n ­

n e r  (s e e  a r e a  1 5 )  a n d  a  u s e fu l  p a s s -p h r a s e  ( “ T ia m a t , 

o u r  M o t h e r  a n d  S t r e n g t h ” ) th a t  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e m  to  

r e a c h  t h e  c a s t le  u n h a r m e d .

• Accepting the Deal. I f  t h e  p a r t y  a c c e p t s  th e  d e a l ,

T a lis  p r e f e r s  to  r e m a in  b e h in d  s o  th a t s h e  c a n  u s e  

h e r  m a g i c  to  c h e c k  o n  t h e m  f r o m  t im e  t o  t im e . I f  th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  in s is t  t h a t  s h e  j o i n  t h e m , s h e  a c q u i e s c e s  

b u t  m ig h t  t u r n  a g a in s t  t h e m  d e p e n d in g  o n  h o w  e v e n ts  

p la y  o u t  in  S k y r e a c h  C a s t le .

• Rejecting the Deal. R e f u s in g  T a l is ’s  g e n e r o u s  o f fe r  

t r ig g e r s  a  fig h t. T a l is  s h o u t s  f o r  r e in fo r c e m e n t s ,  w h ic h  

b r in g s  t h e  g a r g o y le s  f r o m  a r e a  5 , th e  h e lm e d  h o r r o r  

f r o m  a r e a  6 , a n d  t h e  k o b o ld s  f r o m  a r e a  12  r u n n in g , 

a n d  e v e n  y e l ls  o u t  t h e  w i n d o w  fo r  T r e p s in  t h e  tr o ll . 

P u l l  o u t  a ll t h e  s t o p s — a n d  i f  t h in g s  g o  b a d ly , T a lis  

c l im b s  o u t  a  w i n d o w  a n d  f le e s  in to  t h e  w o o d s  o r  

t h r o u g h  a  p o r t a l  ( s e e  a r e a  1).

Talis Surrenders. T a lis  is  n o t  a  t o - t h e -d e a t h  s o r t  o f  

v i lla in ;  s h e  is  a  s u r v iv o r  a n d  w il l in g  to  s u r r e n d e r  a n d  

a s k  fo r  m e r cy . I n d e e d , s h e  u s e s  h e r  r iv a lr y  a n d  h e r  

r e c e n t  s e t b a c k s  w it h in  th e  c u lt  h ie r a r c h y  t o  p a in t  h e r s e l f  

a s  a  “ d is g r u n t le d  c u l t i s t ” w h o  is  p e r h a p s  n o t  e a g e r  b u t  

w il l in g  to  p r o v id e  in fo r m a t io n .

I f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  a c c e p t  h e r  s u r r e n d e r ,  s h e  s h a r e s  th e  

f o l l o w in g  in f o r m a t io n  a s  l o n g  a s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  q u e s t io n ­

in g  h e r  c o n t in u e s  t o  m a k e  a  s e q u e n c e  o f  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  

15  C h a r is m a  ( P e r s u a s io n )  r o l ls .  O n c e  a  r o l l  i s  fa i le d ,  

s h e  c la m s  u p — at l e a s t  u n til s h e  is  b r ib e d , t h r e a t e n e d , o r  

o f fe r e d  o t h e r  in f o r m a t io n  in  e x c h a n g e .

• T a lis  id e n t i f ie s  t h e  fiv e  le a d e r s  o f  t h e  c u lt  a s  

“ w y r m s p e a k e r s ,”  e a c h  o f  w h o m  h a s  a n  a ff in ity  fo r  

a  p a r t ic u la r  k in d  o f  c h r o m a t ic  d r a g o n . T h e  le a d ­

e r s ’ n a m e s  a re  S e v e r in  t h e  R e d , G a lv a n  th e  B lu e , 

N e r o n v a in  t h e  G r e e n , R e z m ir  t h e  B la c k , a n d  V a r r a m  

th e  W h ite .

• S h e  e x p la i n s  t h e  s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  t h e  b a n n e r  in  a r e a  15  

a n d  r e v e a ls  t h e  v a r i o u s  c u lt  s ig n s  a n d  s ig n a ls  ( s e e  th e  

s id e b a r  at t h e  s ta r t  o f  t h e  e p is o d e ) .

• I f  th a t is  n o t  su ff ic ie n t ,  s h e  t e l ls  t h e m  th a t  th e  cu lt  

h a s  a n  e n o r m o u s  h o a r d  o f  v a lu a b le s  in  a f ly in g  c a s t le  

h id d e n  n e a r b y — b u t  n o t  fo r  lo n g . I f  p r e s s e d  fo r  d e ta i ls , 

T a lis  r e v e a l s  th a t  c a s t le  b e lo n g s  t o  a  c l o u d  g ia n t  a ll ie d  

w it h  t h e  cu lt . T h e  c a s t le ,  s h e  s a y s ,  is  h id d e n  n e a r  th e  

v i l la g e  o f  P a rn a s t ,  w h ic h  is  u n d e r  t h e  c u lt ’s  c o n t r o l .

• I f  a ll th a t  is  n o t  e n o u g h , s h e  t e l ls  t h e  p a r ty , in  g l o w in g  

a n d  w o r s h ip fu l  t o n e s ,  th a t a  g r e a t  w h it e  d r a g o n  i n h a b ­

its  t h e  c a s t le .  S h e  r e fe r s  t o  t h e  d r a g o n  a s  “ s n o w -w h it e  

G la z h a e l , t h e  C lo u d c h a s e r ,  a  h a n d s o m e  d r a g o n  o f  th e  

p u r e  n o r t h e r n  b r e e d .” S h e  s o u n d s  l ik e  a  fa n a t ic  w h e n  

d is c u s s in g  d r a g o n k in d .

• S h e  d o e s n ’t  k n o w  m u c h  a b o u t  t h e  R e d  W iz a r d s  b u t 

r e v e a ls  th a t  a  R e d  W iz a r d  l ia is o n  h a s  b e e n  s e n t

to  h e lp  a r r a n g e  th e  h o a r d ’s  t r a n s p o r t  t o  t h e  c u l t ’s  

h e a d q u a r t e r s .

• S h e  m ig h t  b e  w i l l in g  t o  te ll t h e  p a r t y  t h e  c u lt  a n d  its  

a l l ie s  a r e  b u i ld in g  a n  a r m y  in  t h e  S u n s e t  M o u n t a in s  

fa r  t o  th e  s o u th , in  a n t ic ip a t io n  o f  T ia m a t ’s  a rr iv a l.

R e w a r d s

R e g a r d le s s  o f  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e  p a r t y ’s  in t e r a c t i o n  

w i t h  T a l is ,  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  r e a c h  7 th  l e v e l  f o r  d e a l in g  

w i t h  h e r  i f  y o u  a r e  u s in g  t h e  m i le s t o n e  e x p e r i e n c e  r u le .

17. A r m o r y

A  g a p i n g  h o le  in  t h e  r o o f  ex p o ses  t h i s  a r m o r y  t o  t h e  

e l e m e n t s .  V e r y  f e w  w e a p o n s  a r e  s t o r e d  h e r e  at  p r es en t .  

Sh e l v e s  t o  t h e  n o r t h  l i e  m o s t l y  b ar e,  an d  a p o o r l y  

m a in t a i n e d  w e a p o n  r ack  s t a n d i n g  a g a in s t  t h e  so u t h  w al l  

h o l d s  t h r e e  r u s t y  s p e a r s  an d  a f r ay e d  n e t .  N e a r b y  is  a 

c l o s ed  c a b in e t .

A  s e a r c h  o f  th e  s h e lv e s  a n d  w e a p o n  r a c k  y ie ld s  a  lo n g -  

s w o r d , a  b o x  o f  2 0  c r o s s b o w  b o lt s ,  a  b o x  o f  10  a r r o w s ,  

t h r e e  s p e a r s ,  a n d  a  n e t . T h e  c a b in e t  is  u n lo c k e d  a n d  

c o n t a in s  t w o  h e a v y  c r o s s b o w s  a n d  t w o  l o n g b o w s .



T r e a s u r e

O n e  o f  th e  r u s t y  s p e a r s  is  d e c o r a t e d  w it h  in la id  m ith r a l  

( 5 0  g p ), a n d  a n o t h e r ,  n a m e d  Dragongleam, is  e n c h a n t e d  

w it h  10  c h a r g e s  o f  a  daylight s p e l l  fo r  u s e  in  t w ilig h t  

o r  d a r k  fo r e s t  u n d e r b r u s h . T h e  c o m m a n d  p h r a s e  is  

“ T ia m a t ’s  e y e s  s h in e ,” w r it t e n  in  D r a c o n ic  r u n e s  o n  th e  

s p e a r ’s  c r o s s g u a r d .

18 .  T a l i s ’s  B e d c h a m b e r

A n  e n o r m o u s  b ed  is c o v e r e d  in  a s o f t  b u r g u n d y  

b e d s p r e ad ,  an d  a f i r e  c r a c k l e s  in  t h e  f i r ep l a ce ,  l e n d i n g  t h e  

r o o m  w a r m t h  an d  an  a t m o s p h e r e  o f  c o m f o r t .

T r e a s u r e

T a lis  k e e p s  a  l o c k e d  c h e s t  in  t h is  r o o m  a n d  s h e  c a r r ie s  

t h e  o n ly  k ey . It c a n  a ls o  b e  o p e n e d  b y  a  c h a r a c t e r  u s in g  

t h ie v e s ’ t o o l s  w it h  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  21  D e x t e r it y  c h e c k . 

W h e n  o p e n e d , lig h t  s p i l ls  o u t f r o m  t h e  +1 chain mail 

w it h in  it. T h e  a r m o r ’s  l ig h t  a ls o  s h in e s  o n  th e  c h e s t ’s  

4 ,0 0 0  g p  a n d  a  scroll of scorching ray.

T h e  t w o  v e t e r a n s  c a r r y  2 0  g p  e a ch , a n d  K u s p h ia  c a r ­

r ie s  a  s y m b o l  o f  th e  cu lt  w o r k e d  in  s ilv e r  w o r t h  4 0  gp .

19.  B o d y g u a r d s ’ C h a m b e r

T h e  s h u t t e r s  ar e  o p e n ,  a l l o w i n g  l i g h t  t o  sh i n e  in .  Fo u r  

u n m a d e  b e d s  l i n e  t h e  s o u t h  w a l l ,  an d  o t h e r  f u r n i s h i n g s  

i n c l u d e  a t a b le  w i t h  f o u r  c h a i r s  an d  a w in e  r ack  

c o n t a i n i n g  a m u l t i t u d e  o f  b o t t l e s ,  m o s t  o f  t h e m  u n co r k e d  

an d  em p t y .

T h e  v e t e r a n s  w h o  s e r v e  T a lis  h a v e  t a k e n  t h e s e  

w e l l - f u r n is h e d  q u a r t e r s  fo r  t h e ir  o w n : t h e y  a r e  

M a e lg o t ,  S o r v i c ,  a n d  W e s s i c  t h e  W iz e n e d .

W e s s i c ,  a  h u m a n  veteran o f  s ix t y  y e a r s ,  

is  r e s t in g  h e r e  t h e  fir s t  t im e  th e  c h a r a c ­

t e r s  s h o w  u p ; t h e  o t h e r s  a re  in  a r e a  16.

W e s s i c  s le e p s  in  h is  a r m o r  a n d  k e e p s  

h is  w e a p o n  s t o w e d  u n d e r  h is  b e d , 

w i t h in  e a s y  r e a c h . I f  a w a k e n e d , h e  

f ig h ts  f ie r c e ly  a n d  s h o u t s  lo u d ly  fo r  

h e lp ; th is  u s u a l ly  b r in g s  T a lis  a n d  th e  

o t h e r  g u a r d s ,  b u t  n o t  t h e  T r e p s in  t h e  

t r o ll  o r  t h e  l o d g e ’s  h u m a n  a n d  k o b o ld  

s e r v a n t s .  I f  r e d u c e d  t o  h a l f  h is  h it  p o in t s ,  

h e  a t te m p ts  to  s u r re n d e r .

T r e a s u r e

M o s t  o f  t h e  w in e  b o t t le s  a r e  e m p ty , b u t  th e  

t w e lv e  fu l l o n e s  th a t r e m a in  a r e  w o r t h  15  g p  e a c h .

In  a d d it io n , o n e  o f  t h e  e m p t y  b o t t le s  c o n t a in s  a  s t o le n  

g o l d  n e c k la c e  w o r t h  2 5 0  g p .

2 0 .  Q u e e n  o f  D r a g o n s  C h a m b e r

A  r o a r i n g  f i r e p l a c e  c h u r n s  o u t  h ea t  an d  l i g h t  a t  o n e  en d  o f  

t h i s  sp a c io u s ,  3 0 - f o o t - h ig h  c h am b er ,  t h e  c e i l i n g  o f  w h i c h  

is b u t t r e ss e d  b y t e n  w o o d e n  p i l l ar s  c a r v e d  as d r a g o n s .

Fi v e  l a r g e t a p e s t r i e s  h an g  a l o n g  t h e  w a l l s — t w o  o n  t h e  

w e s t  w a l l  f l an k i n g  a d o o r ,  t w o  o n  t h e  e as t  w a l l  h an g i n g  

s i d e  b y s id e ,  an d  a p a r t i c u l a r l y  g r an d  o n e  d o m i n a t i n g  t h e  

s o u t h  w a l l  n ex t  t o  t h e  f i r ep l a ce .



O n c e  a fe a s t  h a l l,  t h is  r o o m  is  n o w  s e t  a s id e  fo r  c u lt  

g a t h e r in g s  a n d  is  c u r r e n t ly  u n o c c u p ie d . A  s e t  o f  d o u b le  

d o o r s  in  t h e  n o r t h  w a ll  p u l l s  o p e n  t o  r e v e a l  a  s t o n e  b a l ­

c o n y  o v e r lo o k in g  t h e  s t a b le s ,  k e n n e l ,  a n d  w e l l  ( s e e  a r e a s  

2  a n d  3  fo r  d e ta i ls ) .

Tapestries. F o u r  o f  t h e  five  t a p e s t r ie s  e a c h  s h o w  d r a g ­

o n s  h u n t in g , k il lin g ,  a n d  fe a s t in g  o n  l e s s e r  c r e a t u r e s ,  

w it h  b lu e  d r a g o n s  a t t a c k in g  a  d e s e r t  c a ra v a n , e lv e s  s u c ­

c u m b in g  t o  a  g r e e n  d r a g o n ’s  g a s e o u s  b r e a t h  w e a p o n , a 

r e d  d r a g o n  b u r n in g  d o w n  w h a t  m ig h t  b e  t h e  C a s t le  W a r d  

o f  W a t e r d e e p , a n d  a  b la c k  a n d  w h it e  d r a g o n  c i r c l in g  o v e r  

a  c o ld  s w a m p  d o t t e d  w it h  r u in s .  E a c h  is  w o r t h  a t le a s t  

5 0 0  g p  t o  t h e  r ig h t  b u y e r , b u t  e a c h  a ls o  w e ig h s  a b o u t  7 5  

p o u n d s  a n d  is  e x t r e m e ly  c u m b e r s o m e .

T h e  f ifth  t a p e s t r y  s h o w s  T ia m a t , t h e  q u e e n  o f  e v il 

d r a g o n s , in  a ll h e r  g lo ry , c r o w n e d  in  g o ld  a n d  s ilv e r , a n d  

w o r k e d  w it h  g e m s t o n e s  a n d  g o ld  a n d  s i lv e r  th re a d . F u l ly  

3 5  fe e t  w id e  a n d  2 0  fe e t  ta ll, it s h o w s  T ia m a t  c r u s h in g  

c it i e s  a n d  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  a d o r in g  f o l l o w e r s .  T h e  t a p e s t r y  

w e ig h s  a b o u t  2 0 0  p o u n d s  a n d  is  w o r t h  2 ,5 0 0  g p . S im p ly  

r e m o v in g  th e  s e m ip r e c io u s  s t o n e s  p r o v id e s  g a r n e ts , 

a g a t e s ,  m o o n s t o n e s ,  a n d  o t h e r s  w o r t h  a b o u t  8 0 0  g p .

C lo s e  e x a m in a t io n  o f  t h e  t a p e s t r ie s  a n d  a  s u c c e s s f u l  

D C  2 0  I n t e l l ig e n c e  (H is t o r y )  c h e c k  r e v e a ls  t h e ir  l o c a ­

t io n s  in  t h e  S w o r d  C o a s t  r e g io n . T h e  b lu e  d r a g o n s  a re  

a tt a c k in g  a  c a r a v a n  c r o s s i n g  th e  d e s e r t  o f  A n a u r o c h , 

t h e  w h it e  a n d  b la c k  d r a g o n s  a re  c i r c l i n g  a b o v e  t h e  M e r e

o f  D e a d  M e n , th e  r e d  d r a g o n  is  n e a r  W a t e r d e e p , a n d  

t h e  g r e e n  d r a g o n  is  c le a r ly  r a m p a g in g  a m o n g  th e  H ig h  

F o r e s t  e lv e s ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  m o u n t a in s  in  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d .  

T ia m a t  h e r s e l f  is  s h o w n  w it h  w h a t  a r e  c le a r ly  W a te r - 

d e e p , N e v e r w in t e r ,  a n d  B a ld u r ’s  G a te  in  h e r  c la w s .

Secret Door. T h e  o u t l in e  o f  a  h id d e n  d o o r  c a n  b e  

fo u n d  w it h  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  2 0  W is d o m  ( P e r c e p t io n )  

c h e c k . T h e  d o o r  o p e n s  in t o  t h e  t r o p h y  r o o m  (a r e a  2 1 ).

21 . T r o p h y  R o o m

T h r e e  o p e n  w in d o w s  l e t  in  l i g h t  an d  ai r ;  t h e  r o o m ’s w a l l s  

ar e ad o r n e d  w i t h  s t u f f ed  an im a l  h e ad s ,  i n c l u d in g  a l ar g e  

1 4 - p o in t  s t ag , a m o u n t a i n  g o a t ,  a b ear , t w o  w in t e r  w o l v e s ,  

an d  w h a t  can  o n l y  b e an  a n k h e g ’s h ead .  T w o  t a t t e r e d  

b a n n e r s  h an g  f r o m  t h e  c e i l i n g ,  an d  t w o  l e a t h e r  c h a i r s  an d  

a h an d f u l  o f  b r a z ie r s  c o m p le t e  t h e  c o m f o r t a b le  p ar lo r .

T h is  is  v e r y  m u c h  a  h u n t e r ’s  b r a g g in g  r o o m .

Secret Door. A  s e c r e t  d o o r  c a n  b e  d is c o v e r e d  

b e t w e e n  t h e  e a s t e r n  t a p e s t r ie s  w i t h  a  D C  2 0  In te l li ­

g e n c e  ( In v e s tig a te ) c h e c k . T h e  d o o r  is  c u n n in g ly  h id d e n  

a m o n g  t h e  r o o m ’s  w o o d e n  p a n e ls ,  a n d  p u l ls  o p e n  to  

r e v e a l  a re a  2 0 . It c a n  a ls o  b e  d is c o v e r e d  b y  p u l l in g  o n  

t h e  e d g e  o f  th e  w o o d  p a n e l  b e t w e e n  t h e  t a p e s t r ie s .



2 2 .  P e r y t o n  R o o s t

T h i s  l ar g e  n e s t  o n  t h e  r o o f  is m ad e  o f  w o v e n  s t i c k s ,  l eaves , 

an d  f e a t h e r s  i n t e r m in g le d  w i t h  t h e  su n - b l each ed  b o n e s  o f  

s i z ab le  an i m a l s :  d eer , b ear , o r  m o u n t a i n  g o a t ,  p e r h a p s .

T h e  n e s t  a b u ts  a  c h im n e y  th a t le a d s  d o w n  t o  T a l is ’s  

b e d c h a m b e r  (a r e a  1 8 ) a n d  b e lo n g s  t o  a  m a t e d  p a ir  o f  

perytons. S e v e r a l  t i m e s  d u r in g  t h e  d ay , th e  p e r y t o n s  

le a v e  t h e ir  n e s t  t o  h u n t fo r  f o o d . T h e r e ’s  a  5 0  p e r c e n t  

c h a n c e  th a t t h e  n e s t  is  e m p t y  d u r in g  t h e  d a y ; at n ig h t, 

b o t h  p e r y t o n s  a r e  r o o s t i n g  h e r e .

T h e  p e r y t o n s  a r e  a l l ie s  o f  t h e  c u lt  a n d  h a v e  a  c l e a r  

v ie w  o f  t h e  p o r t a ls  in  f r o n t  o f  t h e  l o d g e  (a r e a  1). T h e y  

c a n n o t  s e e  th e  s t a b le s  o r  k e n n e ls  (a r e a s  2  a n d  3 ) f r o m  

t h e  n e s t .

Combat on the Rooftop. T h e  n e s t  p r o v id e s  r e a s o n ­

a b le  t r a c t io n  a n d  a  g o o d  p e r c h  f o r  t h e  p e r y t o n s ,  b u t  th e  

s l o p e d  r o o f  is  t r ic k y  t o  s t a n d  o n . A t  t h e  s ta r t  o f  its  tu rn  

o r  w h e n e v e r  it t a k e s  d a m a g e , a  c r e a t u r e  s t a n d in g  o n  th e  

r o o f  m u s t  s u c c e e d  o n  a  D C  10 D e x t e r it y  s a v in g  th r o w . 

O n  a  f a i le d  s a v in g  t h ro w , t h e  c r e a t u r e  fa l ls  p r o n e  o n  

th e  r o o f ;  i f  th e  s a v in g  t h r o w  fa i ls  b y  5  o r  m o r e ,  t h e  c r e a ­

t u r e  s l ip s  a n d  fa l ls  o f f  t h e  r o o f ,  t a k in g  2 d 6  b lu d g e o n in g  

d a m a g e  a n d  la n d in g  p r o n e  o n  t h e  g r o u n d .

T r e a s u r e

T h e  n e s t  c o n t a in s  b o n e s ,  o ld  b its  o f  a r m o r , a  p u n c ­

t u r e d  h e lm e t ,  a n d  o t h e r  d e tr itu s .  D ig g in g  a r o u n d  fo r  1 

m in u t e  o r  m o r e  a ls o  r e v e a ls  t w o  t r e a s u r e s :  a n  a n c ie n t  

arrow-catching shield a n d  a  b a g  o f  t a r n i s h e d  s i lv e r w a r e  

w o r t h  1 0 0  g p .

T r a v e l i n g  t o  Pa r n a s t

I f  y o u  a r e  u s in g  t h e  m i le s t o n e  e x p e r ie n c e  r u le , th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  r e a c h  7 th  le v e l  a ft e r  c l e a r i n g  o u t  t h e  h u n tin g  

l o d g e  a n d  e it h e r  d e fe a t in g  T a l is  o r  f o r g in g  a  t e n u o u s  

a l l ia n c e  w it h  h er.

Walking to Parnast. T h e  v i l la g e  o f  P a r n a s t  a n d  th e  

c a s t l e  is  a  f iv e -m ile  h ik e  f r o m  t h e  l o d g e , o n  t h e  f a r  s id e  

o f  t h e  m o u n t a in , t h r o u g h  f o r e s t e d  h i lls ,  o v e r  l o g s  a n d  

r u s h in g  c r e e k s ,  a n d  a lo n g  m u d d y  tr a i ls . It ’s  at le a s t  a 

h a l f  d a y ’s  w a lk .

Missing the Castle. I f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  k il l T a lis  a n d  

a ll h e r  s e r v a n ts  a n d  g u a rd ia n s , t h e r e ’s  n o  o n e  t o  te ll th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  a b o u t  S k y r e a c h  C a s tle ,  a n d  th e  p a r t y  m a y  

w e l l  d e la y  t o o  l o n g  h e a l in g  u p  o r  in v e s t ig a t in g  th e  l o d g e . 

C o n s id e r  le a v in g  a  p a p e r  t ra il in  T a l is ’s  p e r s o n a l  e ffe c t s ,  

o r  h a v e  a  v i l la g e r  (m o s t  v i l la g e r s  a r e  cu lt is t s )  s h o w  u p  at 

t h e  lo d g e  w it h  a  d e liv e r y  o f  f o o d  a n d  s u p p lie s .



E p i s o d e  8 :  C a s t l e  i n  t h e  C l o u d s

T
h e  c u lt  h a s  a c q u i r e d  a  f r ie n d ly  r o o s t  in  S k y r e a c h  

C a s t le ,  a  f ly in g  f o r t r e s s  b u i lt  b y  c l o u d  g ia n ts . T h is  

c a s t l e  is  d o c k e d  n e a r  t h e  v i l la g e  o f  P a r n a s t  a n d  

g u a r d e d  b y  m is t s , m a g i c ,  a n d  m o n s t e r s .  T h e  fo r t r e s s  

c o n t a in s  m u c h  o f  t h e  t r e a s u r e  a n d  v a lu a b le s  th a t th e  

c u lt  h a s  l o o t e d  f r o m  t h e  s u r r o u n d in g  r e g io n — t r e a s u r e  

th a t w i l l  b e  a d d e d  t o  a n  e v e n  m o r e  m o n s t r o u s  h o a r d  at 

t h e  W e ll  o f  D r a g o n s , w h e r e  t h e  c u lt  p la n s  to  s u m m o n  

fo r t h  T ia m a t .

B y  t h e  t im e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a r r iv e  in  t h e  v i lla g e ,

R e z m ir  h a s  a lr e a d y  a n n o u n c e d  th a t t h e  fo r t r e s s  m u s t  b e  

m a d e  r e a d y  fo r  d e p a r t u r e .  C h a r a c t e r s  s h o u ld  h a v e  t im e  

t o  d e a l  w i t h  T a lis  a n d  p o s s ib ly  o t h e r  c u lt is t s  b e f o r e  it 

t a k e s  t o  th e  sk y .

T h e  c h a r a c t e r s  m u s t  b e  s m a r t  in  h o w  t h e y  t a c k le  

s t o r m in g  th e  c a s t l e — it ’s  c le a r ly  a  w e l l - fo r t i f ie d  p la c e .  

T h e y  a ls o  c a n ’t w a it  t o o  lo n g . I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  ta rry , 

S k y r e a c h  C a s t le  le a v e s  t o  p ic k  u p  m o r e  t r e a s u r e  f r o m  

a n o t h e r  la ir  o f  th e  cu lt . T h e  e x a c t  m o m e n t  w h e n  it t a k e s  

f lig h t  is  u p  to  y o u  a s  D M .

I f  T a lis  is  w i t h  t h e  p a r ty , s h e  c a n  u s e  h e r  r a n k  a n d  

in f lu e n c e  t o  g e t  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  s a fe ly  t o  S k y r e a c h  

C a s t le , b u t  o n c e  in s id e ,  s h e  c a n n o t  g u a r a n t e e  th e ir  

s a f e t y  a n d , in  fa c t , t u r n s  a g a in s t  t h e m  at t h e  e a r l ie s t  

o p p o r t u n it y .  C h a r a c t e r s  s h o u ld  b e  at o r  n e a r  le v e l  8  b y  

t h e  e n d  o f  t h is  e p is o d e .

1. V i l l a g e  o f  Pa r n a s t

T h is  s m a ll  v i l la g e  is  s e c r e t l y  u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  

C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n . T h e  c u lt is ts  l o a d  a n d  u n lo a d  g o o d s  

h e r e ,  a n d  s o m e  o f  t h o s e  g o o d s  a r e  s e n t  to  T a l is ’s  h u n t­

in g  l o d g e  (s e e  e p i s o d e  7 ).

T h e  v i l l a g e  h as  a f e w  d o z e n  h o u se s  an d  a sm a l l  sq u ar e ,  

w i t h  b u i l d i n g s  t h a t  i n c l u d e  a t a v e r n ,  a s t a b l e ,  an d  a sh r i n e .  

In  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h i s  r u s t i c  b u r g  s t a n d s  a m ig h t y  i ce  c a s t l e  

h a l f  h i d d e n  in  a f o g - sh r o u d ed  r a v i n e :  w a l l s  s t a n d  f o r t y  f ee t  

h ig h ,  h u g e  n a r r o w  t o w e r s  l o o m  u p w a r d — o n e  o f  b l u e  ice, 

o n e  c r u m b l i n g — an d  al l  o f  i t  is b u i l t  t o  a sca le  f o r  g i an t s .  

W i s p s  o f  f o g  h i d e  m u ch  o f  t h e  c a s t l e ’ s d e t a i l ,  b u t  y o u  see 

t w o  s t a t u e s  s t a n d i n g  j u s t  b e f o r e  t h e  e n o r m o u s  g at e.

C u lt is t s  p o s i n g  a s  v i l la g e r s  a r e  u n fr ie n d ly  t o w a r d  v is i ­

t o r s ,  w h ile  v i l la g e r s  u n d e r  th e  c u l t ’s  s w a y  r e m a in  s ile n t  

a n d  w i t h d r a w  fr o m  v i s it o r s  fo r  f e a r  o f  in c u r r in g  th e  

c u l t ’s  w r a th .

I f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  d e m a n d  t o  s p e a k  w it h  s o m e o n e  

in  c h a r g e , t h e y  a re  d ir e c t e d  to  Captain Othelstan 

(a p p e n d ix  B )  b u t  a r e  a l s o  w a r n e d  th a t h e  h a s  n o  t im e  o r  

p a t ie n c e  fo r  d e a l in g  w it h  o u t la w s .



T h e  H e l p f u l  W h e e l w r i g h t

W h i l e  t h e  v i l l ag e  is f u l l  o f  cu l t i s t s  an d  t h o s e  w h o  co o p e r a t e  

w i t h  t h em ,  n o t  ev e r y o n e  is w i l l i n g  t o  t o l e r a t e  t h e  c u l t ’s 

p r esen ce .  O n e  m an ,  G u n d a l i n  t h e  W h e e lw r i g h t ,  a h u m an  

m a le  w h o  m ak es w h e e l s  an d  f ix es ax les f o r  t h e  m er ch an t s ,  

w o o d s f o l k ,  an d  o t h e r s,  w a n t s  t h e  cu l t  g o n e.  I f  t h e  ch a r a c t e r s  

l o o k  a r o u n d  f o r  so m e o n e  w h o  is n o t  a m e m b e r  o f  t h e  cu l t , 

t h ey  m ig h t  f i n d  h im  at  t h e  G o ld e n  T an k ar d  (w h e r e  h e says 

n o t h i n g ) o r  a t  h is sm a l l  s h o p  o n  t h e  sq u ar e .  H e  o f t en  t r i es  t o  

ca t ch  t h e i r  eye, b u t  h e is t e r r i f i ed  o f  t h e  cu l t  an d  sp eak s o n ly  

in  a saf e h av en  w h e r e  h e c a n ’t  b e seen .  H e  k n o w s al l  o f  t h e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  in  t h e  “ Ru m o r s  an d  In f o r m a t i o n ”  sec t i o n .

R u m o r s  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n

L a b o r e r s ,  p o r te r s ,  c r a ft s fo lk ,  a n d  c u lt is ts  liv e  a n d  w o r k  in  

th e  v illa g e ,  a n d  a lth o u g h  th e y  a re  r e lu c ta n t  t o  ta lk , t h e y  

c a n  b e  b r ib e d , c h a r m e d , o r  t a lk e d  a r o u n d  w ith  a  s u c c e s s ­

fu l D C  18  C h a r is m a  (P e r s u a s io n )  c h e c k . T h e  fo l lo w in g  

b its  o f  in fo rm a t io n  a re  a v a ila b le , o n e  fo r  e a c h  s u c c e s s ,  

a n d  s h o u ld  b e  d o le d  o u t  in  th e  o r d e r  p r e s e n t e d  b e lo w .

• T h e  h ig h e s t -r a n k in g  m e m ­

b e r  o f  t h e  c u lt  t o  f r e q u e n t  

P a r n a s t  is  th e  h a l f -d r a g o n ,

W y r m s p e a k e r  R e z m ir .  ( I f  s h e  

is  s t il l a liv e  a n d  fr e e ,  R e z m ir  

h a s  g o n e  in to  h id in g . N o  o n e  

in  t h e  v i l la g e  k n o w s  w h e r e  

s h e  is , a lt h o u g h  t h e y  c la im  

th a t S k y r e a c h  C a s t le  is  th e  

m o s t  l ik e ly  p la c e  t o  f in d  h er.)

• R e z m ir ’s  d e p u t y  is  a  cu lt  

v e te r a n  a n d  d r a g o n s o u l  

n a m e  C a p t a in  O t h e ls t a n . H e  

c o m m a n d s  t h e  c u lt  f o r c e s  

in  P a rn a s t ,  a n d  h e  m o n i t o r s  

a ll v i s i t o r s  a n d  m e r c h a n d is e  

p a s s in g  t h r o u g h  t h e  v i lla g e .

• T h e  c u lt  h a s  c o n t r o l le d  

P a r n a s t  f o r  m o r e  t h a n  a  y e a r , 

a n d  it b a s ic a l ly  b r o u g h t  in  a 

c o m p a n y  o f  t h u g s  t o  t a k e  o v e r .

• S o m e  v i l la g e r s  w e r e  a lr e a d y  

c u lt  in f ilt r a to r s ,  a n d  o t h e r s  

s ig n e d  u p  w h e n  it b e c a m e  

c le a r  th a t t h e  c u lt is t s  a re  r ic h  

a n d  h a v e  a  p r iv a te  a rm y .

• T h e  c u lt is t s  k e e p  t r a in e d  

w y v e r n s  in  t h e  v i l la g e  s t a b le s .

T h e  c u lt is t s  u s e  t h e m  t o  r e a c h  

t h e  c a s t le  w h ile  it is  a ir b o r n e .

( N o  o n e  in  t h e  v i l la g e ,  in c lu d ­

in g  C a p t a in  O t h e ls t a n , k n o w s  

w h e r e  t h e  c a s t le  g o e s  a ft e r  it 

l e a v e s  P a r n a s t .)

• C h a r a c t e r s  c a n  a ls o  le a r n  

o n e  o f  t w o  p a s s -p h r a s e s  fo r  

s a fe ly  e n t e r in g  fo r  t h e  c a s t le  

f r o m  G u n d a lin  o r  a n y o n e  w h o  

b e c o m e s  a  f r ie n d ly  h e lp e r  to

t h e m : “ T ia m a t , O u r  M o t h e r  a n d  S t r e n g t h ” o r  “ H a il 

B la g o t h k u s .”

2 .  T h e  G o l d e n  T a n k a r d

A  y e l l o w  t a n k a r d  h an g s  o v e r  t h e  d o o r  o f  t h i s  r u s t i c  

t a v e r n .  In s i d e ,  t h o u g h ,  t h e  p l a ce  is s h o r t  o n  ch ee r .  A l l  

c o n v e r s a t i o n  s t o p s  an d  al l  eyes t u r n  in  y o u r  d i r e c t i o n .  A  

t a l l ,  h e a v y s e t  m an  w i t h  e n o r m o u s  m u t t o n c h o p  s i d e b u r n s  

s t e p s  f o r w ar d  an d  ask s ,  “ W h a t  can  I g e t  yo u  t r a v e l e r s ?”

A  v is it o r  c a n  b u y  a  m u g  o f  b e e r  fo r  3  c p  o r  a  m u g  o f  

s t r o n g  m e a d  f o r  1 s p .  T h e r e ’s  s a u s a g e  o n  t h e  m e n u  a s  

w e l l  a s  s t e w e d  c a b b a g e  a n d  h e a v y  b la c k  b r e a d  (4  c p  fo r  

a  p la te  fu l l) , b u t  n o  o n e  v is its  fo r  t h e  f in e  d in in g . It ’s  ju s t  

e n o u g h  t o  k e e p  a  v is ito r  g o i n g  a n o t h e r  d ay , a n d  n o  m o r e  

t h a n  th a t.

I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  s it  a n d  o r d e r  a le , w e l l  a n d  g o o d .



c o m in g  t o  h u n t. A l l  t h e  s e r v a n t s  a re  m a k in g  t h in g s  r e a d y  

fo r  th e ir  a rr iv a l.”  ( T h is  is  p u r e  n o n s e n s e , o f  c o u r s e — h e  

h a s  n o  r o o m s  o t h e r  t h a n  h is  o w n .)  I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  ju s t  

w a it  a  m o m e n t ,  R a g g n a r  s a y s  h e  w il l  o f fe r  t h e m  h is  o w n  

c h a m b e r s ,  fo r  a  s t e e p  fe e  o f  10  g p . “ I ’ ll c l e a r  o u t  a  f e w  

t h in g s  a n d  it is  a l l  y o u r s .” T h is  is  a ls o  a  s t a l l in g  ta c t ic ,  

t h o u g h  h e ’ ll c e r t a in ly  ta k e  th e  m o n e y .

B e c a u s e  t h e  c u lt is t s  a re  a b o u t  t o  s h ip  a  c a s t l e  fu l l o f  

t r e a s u r e  f r o m  t h e  v i l la g e ,  t h e y  d e s p e r a t e ly  d o n ’t w a n t  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  to  f in d  a n y th in g  s u s p ic io u s ,  s u c h  a s  

w a g o n s  l o a d e d  w i t h  c h e s t s  ( t h e r e ’s  n o  r o o m  t o  h id e  a 

c a r a v a n  in  a  v i l la g e  t h is  s m a ll )  o r  t h e ir  w y v e r n  m o u n t s  

in  th e  s t a b le s  ( s e e  a r e a  3 ). I f  R a g g n a r  c a n  k e e p  t h e  c h a r ­

a c t e r s  e a t in g  a n d  d r in k in g  a n d  g o s s ip in g , t h e n  S k y r e a c h  

C a s t le  c a n  s l ip  a w a y  in t o  t h e  sk y .

T r e a s u r e

T h e  G o ld e n  T a n k a r d  t a k e s  its  n a m e  f r o m  a  m a g i c  i te m  

th a t R a g g n a r  fo u n d  y e a r s  a g o :  a  g o l d e n  s t e in  d e c o r a t e d  

w i t h  d a n c i n g  d w a r v e s  a n d  g r a in  p a tt e r n s .  T h is  is  a  tan­

kard of plenty. S p e a k i n g  th e  c o m m a n d  w o r d  ( “ I l le fa r n ” ) 

w h i le  g r a s p in g  t h e  h a n d le  fi l ls  t h e  t a n k a r d  w it h  t h r e e  

p in ts  o f  r ic h  d w a r v e n  a le .  T h is  p o w e r  c a n  b e  u s e d  u p  to  

t h r e e  t i m e s  p e r  d ay.

3. T h e  St a b l e

T h e  t w o  b i g  d o o r s  l e a d in g  i n t o  t h e  s t a b le  a r e  se a le d ,  an d  

t h e  p l ac e  l o o k s  sh u t t e r e d .

I f  th e  c h a ra c te r s  a s k  a ro u n d , th e  v i lla g e r s  c la im  th a t th e  

s ta b le  w a s  p u t o u t o f  b u s in e s s  s o m e  t im e  a g o . A n y o n e  l is ­

te n in g  c a r e fu lly  h e a r s  a  b e l lo w in g  n o is e , th o u g h  (n o  c h e c k  

r e q u ir e d ) . T h e  cu lt  k e e p s  t w o  wyverns in  th e  s ta b le ; 

s o m e t im e s , th e y  u n le a s h  a  w y v e r n -s iz e d  roa r .

C r a c k e d  s h e e p  b o n e s  a n d  a  f e w  o x  s k u l ls  c o v e r  

t h e  s ta b le  f lo o r . O t h e r  t h a n  r id in g  h a r n e s s e s  f o r  th e  

w y v e r n s , t h e r e  is  n o  t r e a s u r e  h e r e .

W y v e r n  R i d i n g  a n d  C a s t l e  C a t c h i n g

T h e  w y v e r n s  in  t h e  s t a b l e  (a r ea 3) a r e  t r a i n ed  t o  ca r r y  u p  t o  

t w o  M e d iu m  o r  six  Sm a l l  r i d er s  a t  a t im e .  T h e  d i f f i cu l t  p ar t  

is g et t i n g  t h e i r  h a r n e ss es  a t t ach ed  so  t h a t  r i d er s  d o n ’t  fal l  

o f f , an d  g i v i n g  t h e  p r o p e r  c o m m a n d s  o n c e  a i r b o r n e .

A n y  ch a r a c t e r  can  p u t  t h e  h a r n es s  o n  a w y v e r n  w i t h  a 

su c ce ss f u l  D C  10  W i s d o m  (A n im a l  H a n d l i n g ) ch eck .

I f  t h e  ch eck  f a i l s  b y 5 o r  m o r e,  t h e  w y v e r n  s t r e n u o u s l y  

o b j ec t s  an d  at t ack s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o n ce  w i t h  i t s t a i l  s t i n g e r  

as a r eac t i o n .  T h e  w y v e r n s  a r e n 't  ch o o sy  ab o u t  w h o  r i d es 

t h e m ,  b u t  c o n v i n c i n g  a w y v e r n  t o  f l y  o r  m o v e  in  a sp ec i f i c  

d i r e c t i o n  r eq u i r es an  ac t i o n  t o  m ak e a D C  15 W i s d o m  

(A n im a l  H a n d l i n g ) ch eck ; i f  t h e  ch e ck  f a i l s,  t h e  w y v e r n  

i g n o r es  t h e  r i d e r ’s c o m m a n d s  u n t i l  t h e  r i d e r ’s n ex t  t u r n .

A f t e r  a r i d e r  su cc e e d s  o n  t w o  su ch  ch eck s,  t h e  w y v e r n  g o es 

w h e r e  t h e  r i d er  w a n t s  f o r  t h e  n ex t  h o u r , o r  u n t i l  i t  t ak es 

d a m ag e  o r  t h e  r i d e r  d i s m o u n t s .

T h e  cas t l e  is eas i l y  sp o t t ed ,  d ay  o r  n ig h t ,  o u t  t o  a r an g e o f  

f i v e  m i l es .  T h e  w y v e r n s  ar e f a s t e r  t h a n  t h e  ca s t l e  in  f l ig h t ,  

an d  t h ey  can  ca t ch  u p  t o  it .

“ I w i l l  se n d  t h e  p o t  b o y  o u t  t o  y o u  in  a m o m e n t  w i t h  t h e  

f i n e s t  a v a i l a b l e  in  m y  h u m b le  t a v e r n . ”  H e  g o es  t o w a r d  t h e  

k i t ch en ,  b e l l o w in g  f o r  a cask .

T h e  o w n e r  is  R a g g n a r  R e d t o o t h , w h o  s e e m s  fr ie n d ly  

e n o u g h  b u t  s e c r e t l y  t a k e s  b r ib e s  f r o m  th e  C u lt  o f  th e  

D r a g o n . S t r a n g e r s  a r e  n e v e r  r e a l ly  w e l c o m e  in  h is  

ta v e rn , b u t  t h e y  g e t  s e r v i c e  w h i le  h e  in fo r m s  C a p ta in  

O th e ls t a n  b y  s e n d in g  a  m e s s e n g e r .  R a g g n a r  h a s  a  v i o ­

le n t  p a s t  a n d  is  t r e a t e d  a s  a n  u n a r m o r e d  veteran (A C  

1 0 ). H e  k e e p s  h is  w e a p o n s  b e h in d  t h e  b a r .

P r y i n g  in fo r m a t io n  f r o m  R a g g n a r  a n d  h is  c lie n t e le  is  

d if ficu lt . T h e  v i l la g e r s  w a n t  t o  k e e p  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  o c c u ­

p ie d , a n d  th e y  a s k  fo r  t h e m  t o  te ll t a le s  o f  t h e ir  jo u r n e y , 

t h e y  in q u ir e  a b o u t  th e  c h a r a c t e r s ’ fa m il i e s  a n d  w h e r e  

t h e y  a r e  f r o m , a n d  t h e y  q u e r y  h o w  th e  p a r t y  g o t  h e r e .

I f  a s k e d  a b o u t  a  p la c e  to  s le e p , R a g g n a r  m a k e s  it c le a r  

th a t h e  is n ’t a n  in n k e e p e r :  t h e r e  a r e  n o  b e d s  o r  r o o m s ,  

a n d  e v e n  th e  s t a b le  is  fu l l. I f  a n y o n e  a s k s  w h y , h e  g iv e s  

h is  u s u a l  e x c u s e :  “ L o r d  M a rs t e n  a n d  h is  e n t o u r a g e  a re



T im in g  t h e  D e p a r t u r e

H o w  l o n g  can  t h e  ch a r a c t e r s  d a w d l e? T h e  q u es t i o n  o f  t i m in g  

is t r ick y, s in ce  t h e  p ar t y  m ig h t  h ead  s t r a i g h t  t o  t h e  cas t l e  an d  

m is s  a lo t  o f  p o ss ib l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  an d  r o l ep lay i n g  in  Par n as t .  

So ,  Sk y r each  Cas t l e  sh o u l d  l eav e w h e n e v e r  i t  se e m s  m o s t  

d r a m a t i c  t o  y o u  as D M ,  b u t  h er e ar e so m e  t i p s  t o  h e lp  yo u  

ch o o se  t h e  b est  m o m en t .

Storming the Cast le Immediately. A g g r es s i v e  p l aye r s  can  

assa i l  t h e  ca s t l e  w h i l e  i t ’s o n  t h e  g r o u n d .  In  ad d i t i o n  t o  

d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  ca s t l e 's  d e f en ses ,  t h ey  m u s t  a l so  co n t en d  

w i t h  r e i n f o r c em e n t s  f r o m  Pa r n as t .  Su c h  r e i n f o r c em en t s  

i n c l u d e  Captain Othelstan, o n e  veteran, six  guards, an d  t h r ee  

dragonclaws. In  ad d i t i o n ,  O t h e l s t a n  an d  t h e  v e t e r an  (h i s 

l i eu t e n an t )  r i d e  a p a i r  o f  wyverns (see  ar ea 3 ).

Dawdling and Rest ing. A n y  p ar t y  t h a t  sp e n d s  an  h o u r  o r  

m o r e  in  t h e  v i l l ag e  as k in g  q u es t i o n s ,  g e t t i n g  a m ea l  o r  r est , 

o r  o t h e r w i s e  n o t  g e t t i n g  ab o ar d  t h e  c as t l e  m ig h t  m i s s  t h e 

b o at . T h e  c as t l e  l eav es  o n e  h o u r  a f t e r  t h e  cu l t i s t s  r ea l i z e  

t h e  v i l l ag e  h as b een  i n f i l t r a t ed .  A f t e r  t h e  c as t l e  is g o n e,  t h e 

v i l l ag e r s  d r o p  al l  p r e t en se  o f  f r i e n d l i n e ss  an d  sen d  Captain 

Othelstan (s e e  ap p e n d i x  B),  o n e  veteran, an d  six  guards 

t o  a t t e m p t  t o  c ap t u r e  t h e  i n t r u d e r s  an d  e i t h e r  k i l l  t h e m  as 

sac r i f i ce s  o r  d r i v e  t h e m  o u t  o f  t h e  v i l l ag e .  O t h e l s t a n  can  a l so  

ca l l  f o r  r e i n f o r c e m e n t s  in  t h e  f o r m  o f  t h r e e  dragonclaws, o n e 

o f  w h o m  t ak es  t h e  t i m e  t o  r e l ease  t h e  t w o  wyverns in  t h e 

s t ab le s  (see  a r ea  3 ).

Last Recourse. I f  t h e  c as t l e  f l i e s  aw ay  w i t h o u t  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r s ,  G u n d a l i n  o r  a n o t h e r  v i l l a g e r  p r e d i s p o s e d  t o  h e lp  

t h e  p ar t y  m ig h t  p r o v i d e  a s s i s t a n c e  b ef o r e  C ap t a i n  O t h e l s t a n  

an d  h i s r e t i n u e  a r r iv e , su g g e s t i n g  t h a t  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  r u sh  

t o  t h e  s t ab les ,  m o u n t  t h e  w y v e r n s ,  an d  t ak e  f l i g h t  a t  o n c e .

T h e  c h a r a c t e r s  h av e  a f e w  r o u n d s  t o  r each  t h e  s t ab les  

b e f o r e  O t h e l s t a n  h as t h e  b u i l d i n g  s u r r o u n d e d  an d  d e m a n d s  

t h e i r  su r r en d er .

D e v e l o p m e n t s

T h e  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  t ry  t o  e q u ip  t h e  w y v e r n s  w it h  h a r ­

n e s s e s  a n d  r id e  t h e m  a s  a e r ia l  m o u n t s ;  s e e  th e  “ W y v e r n  

R id in g  a n d  C a s t le  C a t c h in g ”  s id e b a r  fo r  d e t a i ls .  I f  th e y  

s t e a l  o n e  o r  b o t h  w y v e r n s  f r o m  u n d e r  th e  C u lt  o f  th e  

D r a g o n ’s  n o s e ,  d iv id e  4 ,0 0 0  X P  e v e n ly  a m o n g  t h e  c h a r ­

a c t e r s — m o r e  t h a n  w h a t  t h e y  w o u ld  r e c e iv e  fo r  s la y in g  

t h e  w y v e r n s .

4 .  S h r i n e  o f  A x e s

T h i s  w o o d e n  b u i l d i n g  is a sh r i n e  f o r  w o o d c u t t e r s ,  an d  it  

c o m b in e s  sev e r a l  g o d s  u n d e r  o n e  r o o f .

A  s ta t u e  o f  A n g h a r r a d h , a n  o b s c u r e  e lv e n  d e ity  

r e p r e s e n t in g  s p r in g , s t a n d s  a m o n g  s t a t u e s  o f  g o d s  

r e p r e s e n t in g  th e  o t h e r  s e a s o n s , n a m e ly  A u r i l  (w in te r ), 

C h a u n te a  (s u m m e r ) ,  a n d  M ie l ik k i  (a u tu m n ). A n g -  

h a r r a d h ’s  s ta t u e  h a s  b e e n  d e f a c e d  b y  h a v in g  h e r  fa c e  

a n d  h a n d s  c h o p p e d  a w a y . A  d e a d  s q u ir r e l  h a s  b e e n  le ft  

at A u r i l ’s  fee t .

T h e  s ta t u e  o f  M ie l ik k i  is  n o t  o n ly  f r e s h ly  p a in t e d  b u t 

a l s o  h a s  a  s e t  o f  s m a l l  c u p s ,  b its  o f  b r e a d , a n d  o t h e r  

s m a ll  s a c r i f i c e s  at i ts  fee t .

5 . V i l l a g e  W e l l  a n d  S q u a r e

A  w e l l  s t an d s  at  t h e  c e n t e r  o f  t h e  v i l l ag e  sq u a r e .  Fo u r  

b u i l d i n g s  s u r r o u n d  i t : an  e m p t y  sh r i n e ,  a w h e e lw r i g h t 's  

sh o p ,  a t a v e r n ,  an d  a s t ab le .

T im b e r  m e r c h a n t s ,  w o o d s f o l k ,  a n d  o t h e r s  h a g g le  o v e r  

t h e  f in e r  lu m b e r  h e r e ,  a n d  w a g o n s  c a r r y  s u p p l ie s .  S e e  

a r e a s  2 , 3 , a n d  4  fo r  m o r e  in fo r m a t io n  a b o u t  t h e  ta v e rn , 

t h e  s ta b le , a n d  t h e  s h r in e .

T h e  w e l l  is  4 0  fe e t  d e e p , c o ld ,  a n d  p u r e . F iv e  h u m a n  

guards lo y a l  t o  th e  C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n  k e e p  a n  e y e  o u t  

h e r e  at a ll t im e s , m a k in g  s u r e  th a t v i l la g e r s  d o  a s  t h e y  

a r e  to ld . I f  t h e  g u a r d s  a r e  c o n fr o n t e d , o n e  r u n s  t o  fe t ch  

C a p t a in  O t h e ls t a n  a s  t h e  v i l la g e r s  f le e .  O n ly  t h e  w h e e l ­

w r ig h t  G u n d a lin  s t ic k s  a r o u n d  to  w a tc h , a n d  e v e n  h e  

d o e s  s o  f r o m  b e h in d  a  h e a v y  w o o d e n  o x c a r t .

Sk y r e a c h  C a s t l e

E o n s  a g o , c l o u d  g ia n ts  b u i lt  th is  f ly in g  fo r t r e s s  to  ta k e  

th e ir  a n c ie n t  b a tt le  a g a in s t  d r a g o n k in d  in to  th e  s k ie s .  T h e  

s p ir it  o f  a g ia n t  e n a b le s  it to  fly— th is  a n c ie n t  b o n d  d a te s  

b a c k  to  th e  d a y s  w h e n  g ia n ts  a n d  d r a g o n s  fo u g h t  g r e a t  

w a r s .  T h e  b in d in g  k e p t  d r a g o n s  fr o m  ta k in g  t h e s e  c a s t le s  

fo r  th e ir  o w n , a n d  th e  b o n d  s till  h o ld s  c e n t u r ie s  later.

T h e  c u lt  h a s  s t r u c k  a  b a r g a in  w it h  t h e  c a s t l e ’s  o w n e r ,  

a  c l o u d  g ia n t  n a m e d  B la g o t h k u s  w h o  h a r b o r s  n o  p a r ­

t ic u la r  h a t r e d  o f  d r a g o n k in d  (o r  a n y t h in g  e ls e ,  fo r  th a t 

m a tte r ) . T h e  s p ir it  o f  h is  d e c e a s e d  w i fe ,  E s c la r o t t a ,  

c o n t r o ls  t h e  c a s t l e ’s  p r o p u ls io n  a n d  b u o y a n c y . T h e  cu lt  

c a n n o t  a ffo rd  t o  a lie n a te  B la g o t h k u s , b e c a u s e  t h e  c a s ­

t le ’s  s p ir it  w i l l  n o t  o b e y  t h e m .

S k y r e a c h  C a s t le  is  c a r v e d  f r o m  i c e  s o  t h ic k  a s  t o  b e  

o p a q u e . T h e  i c e  is  a s  s t r o n g  a n d  im p e n e t r a b le  a s  g r a n ­

ite , t h a n k s  to  a n c ie n t  c l o u d  g ia n t  w iz a r d r y . T o w e r s  a n d  

w a lls  s u r r o u n d  a n  i c e b e r g  c o r e  t h a t ’s  b e e n  h o l l o w e d  

o u t  to  s e r v e  a s  t h e  la ir  o f  a  p o w e r f u l  w h it e  d r a g o n  a ll ie d  

w it h  t h e  cu lt . T h e  w h o le  t h in g  c a n  b e  h id d e n  u n d e r  

a  v e i l  o f  fo g  a n d  c lo u d , o r  s e t  to  m o v e  s lo w ly  w it h  th e  

w in d .  S e e  a r e a  19  fo r  d e ta i ls .

G e n e r a l  F e a t u r e s

T h e  c a s t le  is  c a r v e d  f r o m  o p a q u e  i c e  m a g i c a l ly  r e in ­

f o r c e d  t o  b e  a s  h a r d  a s  s t o n e . W h i l e  o n  t h e  g r o u n d , th e  

c a s t le  r e s t s  in  a  w id e  r a v in e  o n  th e  o u ts k ir t s  o f  P a r n a s t .  

E v e r y t h in g  in  th e  r a v in e  is  h e a v ily  o b s c u r e d  b y  fo g , s o  

th e  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  a p p r o a c h  th e  c a s t l e  w it h o u t  b e in g  

s e e n  b y  its  in h a b ita n t s .  U n til t h e  c a s t le  t a k e s  f lig h t, c u lt ­

is t s  a n d  g u a r d s  fr o m  t h e  v i l la g e  d e liv e r  w a g o n s  la d e n  

w it h  s u p p l ie s  a n d  t r e a s u r e  to  th e  c a s t l e ’s  m a in  g a te  ( s e e  

a r e a  6  f o r  d e ta i ls ) .

Ceilings. A l l  c a s t le  c e i l in g s  a re  3 0  fe e t  ta ll to  a c c o m ­

m o d a t e  th e  c l o u d  g ia n ts  w h o  b u i lt  it.

Doors. A ll  d o o r s  in  th e  c a s t le  a r e  m a d e  o f  1 -fo o t - th ic k  

i c e  a s  h a r d  a n d  t o u g h  a s  s t o n e , b u t  o n ly  h a l f  t h e  w e ig h t . 

T h e y  a r e  f it te d  w it h  ir o n  h in g e s  a n d  h a n d le s ,  a n d  s iz e d  

fo r  g ia n ts . A  n o r m a l  d o o r  is  2 0  fe e t  ta ll, 8  fe e t  w id e ,  a n d  

h a s  its  h a n d le s  s itu a te d  10  fe e t  a b o v e  f lo o r  le v e l.





I m p o r t a n t  

N o n p l a y e r  C h a r a c t e r s

S k y r e a c h  C a s t le  is  h o m e  t o  t h e  c l o u d  g ia n t  B la g o t h k u s , 

a  p a ir  o f  s t o n e  g ia n t s  n a m e d  W ig lu f  a n d  H u ld e  (a l lie s  

o f  th e  c l o u d  g ia n t), W y r m s p e a k e r  R e z m ir  o f  t h e  C u lt  o f  

t h e  D r a g o n , t w o  R e d  W iz a r d s  o f  T h a y  (R a t h  M o d a r  a n d  

A z b a r a  J o s ) , a  v a m p ir e  n a m e d  S a n d e s y l  M o r g ia ,  a n d  a n  

a d u lt  w h it e  d r a g o n  n a m e d  G la z h a e l  th e  C lo u d c h a s e r .

T h e s e  a d v e r s a r ie s  d o  n o t  e n t ir e ly  t r u s t  o n e  a n o t h e r  

a n d  a r e  u n l ik e ly  t o  p r e s e n t  a  u n if i e d  f r o n t  a g a in s t  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r s .  I n s t e a d , t h e  g ia n t s  f ig h t  t o  d e f e n d  t h e ir  

h o m e , a n d  t h e  c u lt is t s  a n d  d r a g o n  f ig h t  to  d e fe n d  t h e ir  

t r e a s u r e .  I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  p la y  t h e i r  h a n d  w is e ly ,  t h is  

la c k  o f  t r u s t  w i l l  b e  t h e  v i l l a in s ’ u n d o i n g . T h e  N P C s  

h a v e  d o z e n s  o f  s e r v a n t s ,  c u lt i s t s ,  a n d  g u a r d s  a t t h e ir  

d i s p o s a l .  I f  m o r e  t h a n  o n e  o r  t w o  o f  t h e s e  t u r n  u p  d e a d , 

t h e  c u lt is t s  s e a r c h  t h e  c a s t le  fo r  t h e  k i l le r s .

N e g o t i a t i n g  w i t h  t h e  C l o u d  G i a n t

B la g o t h k u s  t h e  c l o u d  g ia n t  is  n o t  a  p a r t ic u la r ly  e n th u ­

s ia s t ic  s u p p o r t e r  o f  th e  C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n , b u t  h e  s e e s  

it a s  a  w a y  to  s t ir  h is  fe l l o w  g ia n ts  o u t o f  t h e ir  c o m p la ­

c e n c y  a n d  in t o  a c t io n .

B la g o t h k u s  t h in k s  g ia n ts  h a v e  g r o w n  s o f t ,  a n d  t h r a s h ­

in g  s o m e  d r a g o n s  w o u ld  b e  g o o d  f o r  g ia n tk in d . S o ,  h e  

p la y s  a lo n g  w it h  t h e  cu lt , b u t  o n  t h e  s id e  h e  is  g a t h e r in g  

s u p p o r t  a m o n g  g ia n ts , u r g in g  t h e m  t o  a s s u m e  t h e ir  

r ig h tfu l  p la c e  a s  lo r d s  o f  t h e  w o r ld .  H e  b e l ie v e s  th a t th e  

r i s e  o f  T ia m a t  a n d  th e  t h re a t  o f  a  d r a g o n  e m p ir e  w il l  

s p u r  th e  g ia n ts  t o  u n ite .

B la g o t h k u s  h a s  n o  c o n f l i c t  w it h  “ s m a ll  fo lk .” H e ’ ll 

h a p p i ly  le t  t h e  p a r t y  k n o w  th a t  y e s ,  h is  c a s t l e  is  

t r a n s p o r t in g  a  v a s t  a m o u n t  o f  t r e a s u r e  t o  t h e  W e ll  o f  

D r a g o n s , w h e r e  t h e  c u lt  is  g a t h e r in g  i ts  f o r c e s  a n d  

a m a s s in g  a h o a r d  in  a n t ic ip a t io n  o f  t h e  T ia m a t ’s  a rr iv a l  

( f r o m  w h e r e  h e  d o e s n ’t k n o w ) .  I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  w a n t  

to  h e lp  h im  f ig h t  c u lt is t s ,  h e ’ ll  h a p p i ly  ta k e  t h e m  s o m e ­

w h e r e  m o r e  in t e r e s t in g  u p  n o r t h , w h e r e  h e ’s  m a s s in g  

h is  o w n  s m a ll  a r m y  to  f ig h t  t h e  d r a g o n s  a ft e r  t h e y  

h a v e  b e e n  lu r e d  o u t  in t o  t h e  o p e n . T h is  a r m y  is  fu r t h e r  

d e t a i le d  in  The Rise of Tiamat.

6 .  M a i n  G a t e

A  l o w e r e d  d r a w b r i d g e  sp a n s  a f o g g y  m o a t .  Be y o n d  

t h e  d r a w b r i d g e  is an  o p en  p o r t cu l l i s ,  an d  b ey o n d  t h e  

p o r t c u l l i s  is a co v e r e d  g a t e w a y  l e a d in g  t o  an  o p en  

c o u r t y a r d .  La r g e  f i g u r es  l o o m  in  t h e  g a t ew ay ,  b u t  yo u  

c a n ’ t  q u i t e  m ak e t h e m  o u t .

P r io r  t o  th e  c a s t l e  t a k in g  f lig h t  a n d  le a v in g  P a r n a s t ,  th e  

c u lt  m o v e s  a  f e w  w a g o n s  la d e n  w it h  t r e a s u r e  c h e s t s  

a n d  s u p p l ie s  in t o  th e  l o w e r  c o u r t y a r d  a n d  u n lo a d s  t h e m  

e v e r y  h o u r  o r  t w o  d u r in g  d a y l ig h t . A d v e n t u r e r s  w ith in  

e a r s h o t  o f  th e  g a te  w h o  l is t e n  c l o s e ly  c a n  a ls o  h e a r  th e  

p a s s w o r d  s p o k e n  a s  e a c h  c a r t  p a s s e s  by.

T h e  s u p p ly  c a r t s  p r o v id e  a  w a y  fo r  t h e  p a r t y  t o  e n te r  

th e  c a s t l e  u n d e t e c t e d . C u lt is t s  h a u l  t h e  s u p p l ie s  t o  th e  

k it c h e n  (a r e a  1 5 ) a n d  c a r r y  th e  t r e a s u r e  c h e s t s  d o w n  to  

th e  d r a g o n ’s  m a in  h o a r d  c h a m b e r  (a r e a  2 5 ) .

Wa l l s  a n d  Ae r ia l  Def en ses

T h e  c a s t le  w a l ls  a re  c a r v e d  f r o m  s o l id  i c e  a n d  p o s s e s s  

th e  r e s i l i e n c y  a n d  t e x t u r e  o f  s t o n e . T h e  w a lls  p r o v id e  a 

g r e a t  d e fe n s e  a g a in s t  a tt a c k s  fr o m  t h e  g r o u n d . W h ile  

th e  c a s t le  is  a ir b o r n e , t h e  w a l ls  a ls o  k e e p  t h o s e  w it h in  

fr o m  fa l l in g  t o  t h e ir  d e a t h s ,  a n d  t h e y  b lo c k  t h e  w in d .

By Day. T h r e e  ogres s t a n d  g u a r d  a to p  e a c h  g a te  t o w e r  

(s e e  a r e a  6 B ) . T h e y  c a n  s h o u t  fo r  r e in fo r c e m e n t s ,  w h i c h  

c o m e  f r o m  a r e a s  9 , 10, a n d  1 5 . R e z m ir  a n d  h e r  g u a r d  

d r a k e s  ( s e e  a r e a  11) a r r iv e  t h r e e  r o u n d s  la ter . T h e  lo w e r  

c o u r t y a r d  is  c le a r  o f  fo g  d u r in g  d a y l ig h t  h o u r s .

At Night. I n  a d d it io n  t o  th e  o g r e s  s t a n d in g  w a t c h  

(s e e  a b o v e ),  t h e  v a m p ir e  S a n d e s y l  M o r g ia  p a t r o ls  t h e  

lo w e r  c o u r t y a r d , w h ic h  is  h e a v ily  o b s c u r e d  b y  t h ic k  

f o g  a t n ig h t , a n d  th e  u p p e r  c o u r t y a r d , w h ic h  is  lig h t ly  

o b s c u r e d  at n ig h t . A s  l o n g  a s  t h e  v a m p ir e  is  o n  p a tr o l, 

c u lt is ts  a n d  k o b o ld s  s t e e r  c le a r  o f  t h e  c o u r t y a r d s .

6A. Ga t ewa y  a n d  Go l ems

A  h e a v y  o ak - an d - i r o n  p o r t c u l l i s  is d r a w n  u p  j u s t  b eh in d  

t h e  d r a w b r i d g e .  T w o  l i f e- s iz ed  s t a t u e s  o f  1 8 - f o o t - t al l  c l o u d  

g i a n t s — o n e  m a l e  an d  o n e  f e m a l e — st an d  b e h in d  t h e  

p o r t cu l l i s ,  f a c i n g  eac h  o t h e r  w i t h i n  t h e  c o v e r e d  g a t ew ay .

T h e  w in c h e s  th a t r a is e  a n d  l o w e r  t h e  d r a w b r id g e  a n d  

p o r t c u l l i s  a re  l o c a t e d  in  t h e  n e a r b y  g a te  t o w e r s ;  s e e  a r e a  

6 B  fo r  d e ta i ls .

T h e  t w o  s t a t u e s  f la n k in g  th e  p o r t c u l l i s  in s id e  th e  

g a t e w a y  a r e  stone golems. A n y o n e  w h o  p a s s e s  t h r o u g h  

th e  g a t e w a y  w it h o u t  s p e a k in g  t h e  c o r r e c t  p a s s -p h r a s e  

( “ T ia m a t , O u r  M o t h e r  a n d  S t r e n g t h ”  o r  “ H a il  B la g o t h ­

k u s ” )  a c t iv a t e s  o n e  o f  t h e  g o le m s . I f  a n o t h e r  c r e a t u r e  

a tte m p ts  to  p a s s  t h r o u g h  w it h o u t  s p e a k in g  t h e  p a s s -  

p h r a s e ,  th e  s e c o n d  g o le m  a n im a t e s  a n d  a tta c k s .  O n ly  a 

c l o u d  g ia n t  c a n  c o m m a n d  t h e  g o le m s  t o  r e t u r n  t o  th e ir  

p o s t s  o n c e  a c t iv a te d .

6B. Ga t e  To wer s

T h e s e  t w o  g a t e t o w e r s  ar e  n o t  t h e  s a m e  h e ig h t .  T h e  o n e  

t o  t h e  l e f t  o f  t h e  d r a w b r i d g e  is 120  f e e t  t a l l ,  w h i l e  t h e  o n e  

t o  t h e  r i g h t  o f  t h e  d r a w b r i d g e  is 8 0  f e e t  t a l l .

T h r e e  ogres s t a n d  a to p  e a c h  t o w e r . A lt h o u g h  th e  o g r e s  

a re  e q u ip p e d  w it h  ja v e l in s ,  t h e y  c a n  a l s o  f ir e  t h e ir  ja v e ­

l in s  f r o m  a  la r g e  b a l l is t a  o n  t h e  r o o f  e a c h  t ow e r .

To w er  Ro o f t o ps

It t a k e s  o n e  a c t io n  to  l o a d  a n d  fir e  a  b a l lis t a ,  a n d  a  b a l ­

lis ta  c a n  b e  f ir e d  o n ly  o n c e  in  a  g iv e n  r o u n d . A n  o g r e  

f ir in g  a  ja v e l in  f r o m  a b a l lis t a  m a k e s  t h e  f o l l o w in g  

a tta c k  in s t e a d  o f  its  r e g u la r  ja v e l in  a tta ck .

Javel in. Ranged W eapon At tack: + 7 t o  h i t ,  r an g e 120  f t . / 4 8 0  f t . ,  

o n e  t a r g e t .  Hit : 14 (3 d 8 ) p i e r c i n g  d am ag e .

E a c h  b a l l is t a  h a s  A C  1 0 , h p  5 0 , a n d  im m u n it y  t o  p o i s o n  

a n d  p s y c h ic  d a m a g e .



To wer  In t e r io r s

A  la r g e  t r a p d o o r  in  t h e  r o o f  o f  e a c h  t o w e r  c a n  b e  p u l le d  

o p e n  t o  r e v e a l  a  s t a ir c a s e  o f  i c e  th a t h u g s  t h e  t o w e r  in t e ­

r io r  a n d  s p ir a ls  a ll t h e  w a y  d o w n  to  th e  t o w e r ’s  g r o u n d  

f lo o r , w h e r e  t h e r e ’s  a  s in g le  u n lo c k e d , g ia n t -s iz e d  d o o r  

le a d in g  t o  t h e  lo w e r  c o u r t y a r d  (a r e a  7 )  o r  th e  c u lt is t  b a r ­

r a c k s  (a r e a  9 ).

T h e  w in c h  th a t r a i s e s  a n d  lo w e r s  t h e  d r a w b r id g e  is  

lo c a t e d  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  f lo o r  o f  t h e  n o r t h e r n  t o w e r , w h ile  

t h e  w in c h  f o r  th e  p o r t c u l l i s  is  lo c a t e d  in  t h e  g r o u n d  

f lo o r  o f  t h e  o th e r . E a c h  w in c h  is  m a n n e d  b y  o n e  ogre, 

a n d  e a c h  o g r e  h a s  s t r ic t  o r d e r s  t o  g u a r d  its  w in c h  a n d  

n o t  le a v e  its  t o w e r  e v e n  i f  th e  g e n e r a l  a la r m  s o u n d s . 

T u r n in g  t h e  c r a n k  o n  a  w in c h  is  a n  a c t io n  a n d  r e q u ir e s  

a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  1 5  S t r e n g t h  c h e c k , a n d  e a c h  a c t io n  

s p e n t  t u r n in g  a  c r a n k  e ith e r  h a l f - r a is e s  o r  h a l f - lo w e r s  

t h e  d r a w b r id g e  o r  p o r t c u l l i s .  (T w o  a c t i o n s  a r e  r e q u ir e d  

t o  fu l ly  r a is e  o r  lo w e r  e ith e r  b a r r ie r .)

7. L o w e r  C o u r t y a r d

T h e  u p p e r  c o u r t y a r d  (a r e a  1 6 ) p a r t ia l ly  o v e r h a n g s  th e  

lo w e r  c o u r t y a r d , h e ld  a lo f t  b y  g ig a n t ic  a r c h e s  o f  ic e .  A t  

n ig h t , th e  lo w e r  c o u r t y a r d  is  h e a v ily  o b s c u r e d  b y  f o g  to  

a  h e ig h t  o f  4 0  fe e t— t h e  s a m e  h e ig h t  a s  t h e  w a l l s  th a t 

e n c l o s e  it.

W a l l s  o f  so l i d  ice en c lo se  t h i s  c o u r t y a r d .  A n o t h e r  co u r t y a r d  

p a r t i a l l y  o v e r h a n g s  t h i s  o n e . It  is h e ld  a l o f t  b y sw ee p i n g  

a r ch es  o f  ice t h a t  so a r  t o  a h e ig h t  o f  o v e r  1 0 0  f eet .  D o o r s  

o f  scu lp t ed  ice f i t t ed  w i t h  i r o n  h i n g es lead  t o  v a r i o u s  

o u t b u i l d i n g s  an d  m a in  k eep  o n  t h e  f a r  s i d e  o f  t h e  co u r t y a r d  

f r o m  t h e  g a t e  t o w e r s .

A d d  t h e  fo l l o w in g  i f  o n e  o r  m o r e  c h a r a c t e r s  s u c c e e d  o n  

a  D C  2 2  W is d o m  ( P e r c e p t io n )  c h e c k :

H id d e n  in  t h e  s h a d o w s  o f  t h e  o v e r h a n g i n g  c o u r t y a r d ,  

ac r o s s  f r o m  t h e  m a in  g a t e,  is an  o p e n in g  in  o n e  w a l l  t h a t  

l ead s  t o  a sp i r a l  s t a i r c a s e  m ad e  o f  sc u lp t e d  ice.

C o m b a t  h e r e  a le r t s  t h e  o g r e s  in  a r e a  6 , t h e  c u lt i s t s  in  

a r e a  9 , t h e  s t o n e  g ia n t s  in  a r e a  10, a n d  th e  k o b o l d s  in  

a r e a  1 5 . O n e  o f  th e  c u lt i s t s  r u n s  t o  a r e a  11 a n d  a le r t s  

R e z m ir ,  w h o  a r r iv e s  w i t h  h e r  g u a r d  d r a k e s  t h r e e  

r o u n d s  la ter.

Spir a l  St a ir c a s e

A  s p ir a l  s t a ir c a s e  o f  s c u lp t e d  i c e  c o n n e c t s  t h e  u p p e r  a n d  

lo w e r  c o u r t y a r d s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  t u n n e ls  le a d in g  to  th e  

m a in  v a u lt  w h e r e  t h e  d r a g o n  la ir s  (a r e a  2 5 ) .  T h e  s t a ir ­

c a s e ’s  s p i r a l in g  s t e p s  a r e  c o a t e d  w it h  c r u n c h y  fr o s t  a n d  

c a n n o t  b e  c l im b e d  q u ie tly , n o r  a r e  t h e y  s lip p e r y .

8. St a b l e s

T h e  d o u b le  d o o r s  to  t h e  s t a b le s  a r e  2 0  fe e t  t a ll  a n d  

w id e ,  m a k in g  it e a s y  fo r  t h e  w y v e r n s  (s e e  b e lo w )  to  g e t  

in  a n d  o u t .

T h e  p l ac e  s t i n k s  o f  s o m e  k in d  o f  d r o p p in g s  an d  r o t t ed  

f l esh .  C r ac k e d  b o n e s  c o v e r  t h e  f l o o r . T w o  w y v e r n s  s t r i d e  

i n t o  v i e w  w i t h  t h e i r  f a n g s  b ar ed  an d  t a i l s  l a sh in g .

T h is  o u tb u i ld in g  c u r r e n tly  h o ld s  t w o  wyverns t r a in e d  

a s  a e r ia l  m o u n t s .  H o w e v e r , t h e y  a re  h u n g r y  a n d  a tta c k  

a n y o n e  th e y  d o n 't  r e c o g n iz e .

Tr ea su r e

F o u r  f in e  w y v e r n  b r id l e s  a re  k e p t  h e r e ,  e m b e l l is h e d  

w it h  ja d e  a n d  w it h  m it h r a l  b its  (w o r t h  5 0 0  g p  e a ch ).

9. C u l t i s t  B a r r a c k s

T h e  b a r r a c k s  s m e ll  o f  u n w a s h e d  b e d c lo t h e s ,  a n d  th e  

c h a m b e r  c o n t a in s  f o u r t e e n  fu r -c o v e r e d  b e d s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

s e v e r a l  c h e s t s  o f  c lo t h in g , a  ta b le  a n d  c h a ir s ,  a n d  o t h e r  

s im p le  f u r n is h in g s .

A t  a n y  g iv e n  t im e , t e n  dragonwings a re  r e s t in g  h e r e .  

H a l f  o f  t h e m  a r e  s o u n d  a s le e p , w h ile  t h e  o t h e r  h a l f  a r e  

a w a k e  b u t  d o in g  n o t h in g  o v e r ly  s t r e n u o u s . T h e y  d o  n o t  

r o a m  t h e  c a s t le  u n le s s  a n  a la rm  h a s  s o u n d e d , th e y  h e a r  

c o m b a t  in  t h e  c o u r t y a r d ,  o r  t h e  o g r e s  at t h e  g a te  y e l l  fo r  

r e in fo r c e m e n t s .

10. St o n e  G i a n t s ’ C h a m b e r

T w o  2 0 - fo o t - t a l l ,  8 - fo o t - w id e  a r c h w a y s  c o n n e c t  t h is  

c h a m b e r  to  th e  l o w e r  c o u r t y a r d . A n y  lo u d  d is t u r b a n c e  

in  t h e  c o u r t y a r d  a le r t s  t h e  s t o n e  g ia n ts  th a t d w e l l  h e re .

In  t h e  m id d le  o f  t h i s  f r o s t - g l az ed  r o o m  s t an d s  a n in e- f o o t -  

t a l l  t a b l e  o f  c a r v e d  s t o n e  su r r o u n d e d  b y t h r e e  g i an t - s iz ed  

ch a i r s ,  a l so  c a r v ed  f r o m  s t o n e . A  f a t  i r o n  c au ld r o n  e t ch ed  

w i t h  r u n e s  r es t s  u p o n  t h e  t ab le .  O n  t h e  f l o o r  in  t h e  f ar  

c o r n e r  s i t s  a l ar g e  i r o n  ch e s t .

I f  a n  a la r m  h a s  n o t  b e e n  r a is e d  a n d  t h e  s t o n e  g ia n ts  a re  

p r e s e n t ,  a d d :

A  m a l e  s t o n e  g i an t  g az es  i n t o  t h e  c au ld r o n  w h i l e  a f e m a l e  

s t o n e  g i an t  s i t s  n ear b y .

I f  t h e  c a s t le  a la r m s  h a v e  n o t  s o u n d e d , th e  c h a r a c t e r s  

g a in  a s u r p r i s e  r o u n d .

T h e  t w o  stone giants, W i g l o f  a n d  H u ld a , a r e  g u e s t s  

o f  th e  c l o u d  g ia n t . T h e y  a r e  w o r r i e d  th a t B la g o t h k u s ’s  

a tte m p ts  to  in c it e  th e  g ia n ts  in t o  a c t io n  a g a in s t  th e  d r a g ­

o n s  c o u l d  le a d  t o  d e v a s t a t in g  c o n s e q u e n c e s ,  b u t  t h e y  

a re  s u p p o r t iv e  n o n e t h e le s s .  T h e y  h a v e  a g r e e d  t o  h e lp  

B la g o t h k u s  r e p a ir  d a m a g e  t o  t h e  c a s t le  a n d  g la d ly  a id  in  

its  d e fe n s e .

P r e s e n t ly ,  W i g l o f  is  u s in g  a  m a g i c  c a u ld r o n  (s e e  

“ T r e a s u r e ” ) t o  p e r f o r m  a n  a u g u r y  r itu a l  a n d  h o p e s  to  

a s c e r t a in  t h e  m o s t  l ik e ly  o u t c o m e  o f  B la g o t h k u s ’s  a l li ­

a n c e  w it h  t h e  C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n , t o  e it h e r  c o n f ir m  o r  

a s s u a g e  t h e  c l o u d  g ia n t ’s  fe a r s  th a t t h e  c u lt  is  p la n n in g  

t o  b e t ra y  h im . A n y  a t t a c k  la u n c h e d  a g a in s t  W i g l o f  d is ­

r u p ts  h is  r i tu a l  a n d  a n g e r s  h im  g re a tly . H u ld a  is  W i g l o f ’s



c o m p a n io n  a n d  b o d y g u a r d , a n d  a n y  h o s t i l i t y  d ir e c t e d  at 

h e r  o r  W i g l o f  is  m e t  w i t h  b ru ta l  f o r c e .

T h e  s t o n e  g ia n ts  k n o w  th a t t h e  f ly in g  c a s t le  is  c o n ­

t r o l le d  f r o m  a  s t e e r in g  t o w e r  (a r e a  1 9 ) a c c e s s ib le  f r o m  

th e  u p p e r  c o u r t y a r d , a n d  th a t o n ly  g ia n ts  c a n  g a in  e n tr y  

t o  t h e  to w e r .

T r e a s u r e

T h e  s t o n e  g ia n ts  c o l l e c t  s m a ll -b u t -p e r fe c t  g e m s t o n e s ,  

p r im a r i ly  a m e t h y s t s  b u t  a ls o  d ia m o n d s , o p a l s ,  r u b ie s ,  

a n d  t o p a z . T h e i r  c o l l e c t i o n  is  s e c u r e d  b y  a  m a g ic a l  

g l o b e  o f  f o r c e  in s id e  a n  ir o n  c h e s t ,  w h ic h  is  s ix  fe e t  lo n g , 

fo u r  fe e t  ta ll a n d  w i d e , a n d  w e ig h s  5 0 0  p o u n d s . L i f t in g  

th e  h e a v y  ir o n  l id  r e q u ir e s  a n  a c t i o n  a n d  a  D C  12  

S t r e n g t h  c h e c k , a n d  d e s t r o y in g  t h e  g lo b e  o f  f o r c e  

r e q u ir e s  a n  antimagic shell o r  a  s u c c e s s f u l  c a s t in g  

o f  dispel magic (D C  1 6 ). T h e  3 2  g e m s  a re  w o r t h  5 0 0  

g p  e a c h , o r  a  t o ta l  o f  1 6 ,0 0 0  g p . T h e  ir o n  c h e s t  

a ls o  c o n t a in s  t h e  s t o n e  g ia n t s ’ m a s o n r y  t o o l s ,  

b u t  t h e y  a re  n e it h e r  v a lu a b le  n o r  u s a b le  b y  

s m a l le r  c r e a t u r e s .

T h e  ir o n  c a u ld r o n  w e ig h s  5 0  

p o u n d s . W h e n  f il le d  w it h  w a t e r  o r  

s o m e  o t h e r  l iq u id ,  th e  c a u ld r o n  

s u b s t it u t e s  fo r  t h e  n o r m a l  m a te ­

r ia l  c o m p o n e n t s  n e e d e d  t o  c a s t  

t h e  augury s p e l l .  T h e  c a u ld r o n  is  

w o r t h  2 5  g p .

D e v e l o p m e n t s

T h e  s t o n e  g ia n t s  a r e  r e lu c t a n t  

t o  s h a r e  a n y  in f o r m a t io n , b u t  i f  

d e fe a t e d  a n d  e it h e r  t h r e a t e n e d  o r  

b r ib e d , t h e y  m ig h t  c o o p e r a t e .

11. R e z m i r ’s  

C h a m b e r

T h e  d o o r  is  a lw a y s  lo c k e d  

a n d  R e z m ir  h o ld s  th e  

k ey . A  knock s p e l l  is  th e  

e a s i e s t  w a y  to  g e t  in , b u t  a  c h a r a c ­

t e r  c a n  a ls o  u n lo c k  t h e  d o o r  w it h  a  D C  2 5  

D e x t e r it y  c h e c k  m a d e  u s in g  t h i e v e s ’ t o o ls .  A lt e r n a ­

tive ly , k n o c k in g  a n d  s p in n in g  a  g o o d  y a r n  m ig h t  w o r k ; 

c u lt is t s  a n d  s e r v a n t s  c o m e  a n d  g o  at a ll h o u r s .

A  l a r g e r u g  c o v e r s  t h e  i c y  f l o o r  j u s t  i n s i d e  t h e  d o o r  o f  t h i s  

1 0 - f o o t - h ig h  r o o m ,  w h i c h  is l i t  b y a b r a z i e r  o f  h o t  co a l s .  A  

l a r g e b ed  r e s t s  in  o n e  co r n e r ,  a d esk  in  an o t h e r .  Re s t i n g  

a t o p  t h e  d e sk  is a h a n d s o m e ,  i r o n - b an d ed  c h e s t  secu r ed  

w i t h  a s t u r d y  p ad lo c k .

U n le s s  s h e  is  lu r e d  e ls e w h e r e  b y  a  g e n e r a l  a la r m , 

Rezmir ( s e e  a p p e n d ix  B ) is  h e r e  a lo n g  w it h  t w o  lo y a l  

guard drakes (a p p e n d ix  B ).

T h e  la r g e  r u g  in s id e  o f  th e  d o o r  is  a c t u a l ly  a  rug of 

smothering. T h e  r u g  p a t ie n t ly  w a it s  f o r  a  c r e a t u r e  to  

w a lk  o n t o  it b e f o r e  a tt a c k in g . I f  t h e y  a r e  p r e s e n t ,  R e z m ir  

a n d  h e r  d r a k e s  w a it  f o r  t h e  r u g  to  a tta c k  a n  e n e m y  

c o m i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  d o o r  b e f o r e  s p r in g in g  in t o  a c t io n .

I f  R e z m ir  is  k i l le d , t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  ir o n  c h e s t  o n  

h e r  d e s k  t e le p o r t  a w a y , le a v in g  t h e  c h e s t  e m p ty .

T r e a s u r e

R e z m ir  c a r r ie s  k e y s  to  t h is  r o o m , t h e  l o c k  o n  th e  c h e s t ,  

a n d  to  th e  s t o r e r o o m  (a r e a  13). In  a d d it io n , th e  c h e s t  

h e r e  is  l o c k e d  a n d  m a g ic a l ly  a t tu n e d  to  R e z m ir  s o  th a t i f  

s h e  d ie s ,  its  c o n t e n t s  a r e  t e le p o r t e d  to  th e  W e ll  o f  D r a g ­

o n s  a n d  o u t  o f  h e r  s la y e r s ’ h a n d s .

T h e  c h e s t ’s  p a d lo c k  c a n  b e  p ic k e d  u s in g  t h ie v e s ’ t o o ls  

w it h  a s u c c e s s f u l  D C  2 0  D e x t e r it y  c h e c k . H o w e v e r ,  th e  

l o c k  is  r ig g e d  w it h  a  p o i s o n  n e e d le  tr a p  th a t t r ig g e r s  i f  

t h e  c h e c k  fa i ls  b y  5  o r  m o r e .  T h e  n e e d le  c a n  b e  fo u n d  

w it h  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  2 0  I n t e l l ig e n c e  ( In v e s t ig a t io n )  

c h e c k  a n d  c a n  b e  d is a r m e d  w it h  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  15 

D e x t e r it y  c h e c k . A  c r e a t u r e  t r ig g e r in g  th e  n e e d le  tra p  o r  

fa i l in g  th e  D e x t e r it y  c h e c k  b y  5  o r  m o r e  is  in je c t e d  w ith  

w y v e r n  p o i s o n  a n d  m u s t m a k e  a  D C  13  C o n s t it u t io n  

s a v in g  th r o w , t a k in g  2 4  (7 d 6 )  p o i s o n  d a m a g e  o n  a fa i le d  

s a v e , o r  h a l f  a s  m u c h  d a m a g e  o n  a  s u c c e s s f u l  o n e .



T h e  c h e s t  c o n t a in s  th e  Black Dragon Mask ( s e e  a p p e n ­

d ix  C )  a s  w e l l  a s  R e z m ir ’s  p r iv a te  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  g e m s , 

je w e lr y ,  a n d  c o i n s .  T h e  g e m s  a n d  je w e lr y  in c lu d e s  a  s e t  

o f  m a t c h e d  p e r id o t  s t o n e s  o n  a  g o ld  c h a in  (4 0 0  g p ), a 

s i lv e r  t o r c  w it h  d r a g o n ’s  h e a d s  ( 2 0 0  g p ), s ix  m o o n s t o n e s  

o f  5 0  g p  e a c h , a n d  a  s e t  o f  2 0  l o o s e  p e a r l s ,  w o r t h  a  to ta l  

o f  3 ,0 0 0  g p . T h e r e ’s  a ls o  6 0 0  s p , 2 0 0  g p , a n d  5 0  p p .

D e v e l o p m e n t s

I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  c a p t u r e  R e z m ir ,  s h e  r e f u s e s  to  c o o p ­

e ra te  in  a n y  w a y . S h e  p r e f e r s  d e a th  o v e r  s u r re n d e r ,  

p a r t ic u la r ly  i f  h e r  d e a t h  m ig h t  k e e p  t h e  Black Dragon 

Mask o u t  o f  h e r  e n e m ie s ’ c lu t c h e s  (s e e  a b o v e ) .  R e z m ir  

is  a  t r u e  b e lie v e r ,  a n d  t h e  b e s t  th a t t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  

h o p e  f o r  is  th a t t h e ir  p r i s o n e r  e v e n tu a l ly  s t o p s  b e r a t in g  

a n d  in s u lt in g  t h e m . “ Y o u r  c a u s e  is  h o p e le s s .  M y  fr i e n d s  

w i l l  d e v o u r  y o u , a n d  y o u r  p it i fu l  lit t le  a t te m p ts  to  d e n y  

t h e  m a je s t y  o f  T ia m a t  w i l l  a m o u n t  t o  n o t h in g .”

12.  R e d  W i z a r d s ’ R o o m

T h e  d o o r  t o  t h is  c h a m b e r  is  u n lo c k e d .

H u n d r e d s  o f  h o r s e  sk u l l s  ar e n a i l ed  t o  t h e  c e i l i n g  an d  

c o v e r  i t  en t i r e l y .  T h i c k  c a r p e t s  c o v e r  t h e  i c y  f l o o r ,  an d  

d esk s ,  c h a i r s ,  an d  l e c t e r n s  ar e e v e r y w h e r e ,  s o m e  co v e r ed  

w i t h  b o o k s  an d  sc r o l l s ,  o t h e r s  w i t h  p o t i o n  v i a l s ,  b i t s  o f  

m e a t  an d  f u r , an d  o t h e r  t h i n g s .  Fo u r  h u l k i n g  g a r g o y les  

s t an d  f r o z en  in  t h e  r o o m .

Rath Modar ( s e e  a p p e n d ix  B ), a  R e d  W iz a r d  o f  T h a y  

a ll ie d  w ith  th e  C u lt o f  th e  D r a g o n , r e s id e s  h e r e .  U n le s s  

h e  w a s  k i lle d  o r  c a p t u r e d  p re v iou s ly , Azbara Jos ( s e e  

a p p e n d ix  B )  is  a ls o  p re s e n t.  I f  b o t h  R e d  W iz a r d s  a re  

p r e s e n t , th e y  a re  in  th e  m id s t  o f  a s c h o la r ly  a r g u m e n t  

w h e n  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  a rr iv e , b u t th e y  c la m  u p  a s  s o o n  as  

o t h e rs  a p p e a r . I f  R a th  M o d a r  is  a lo n e , h e  is  s t a n d in g  at a 

le c t e r n , r e a d in g  a  b o o k  (s e e  “ T r e a s u r e ” ).

I f  A z b a r a  is  a b s e n t , R a th  M o d a r  m ig h t  m is t a k e  t h e  

c h a r a c t e r s  f o r  c u lt is t s . I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  p la y  a lo n g  a n d  

a tte m p t  t o  g a t h e r  in f o r m a t io n  f r o m  th e  R e d  W iz a r d , 

r o le p la y  it o u t. R a th  is  n o  fo o l ,  a n d  h e  is  a n  e x p e r t  at 

s e e in g  t h r o u g h  i l lu s i o n s  a n d  d e c e p t i o n s .  H e  a ls o  h a s  a  

h e a lt h y  s u s p ic io n  o f  s t r a n g e r s ,  e s p e c ia l l y  i f  t h e  c h a r a c ­

t e r s  a r e  w o u n d e d  o r  in a p p r o p r ia t e ly  e q u ip p e d .

R a t h  M o d a r  is  h e r e  t o  h e lp  w a t c h  o v e r  t h e  v a s t  t r e a ­

s u r e  b e in g  t r a n s p o r t e d  t o  th e  W e ll  o f  D r a g o n s  a n d  a ls o  

to  p la n  f o r  t h e  s u m m o n in g  o f  T ia m a t ; t h e  n e c e s s a r y  

in c a n t a t io n s  a r e  c o m p l e x  a n d  r e q u ir e  h u n d r e d s  o f  

s k i l le d  s p e l lc a s t e r s .  H e  k n o w s  th a t th e  c u lt ’s  u lt im a te  

g o a l  is  t o  f r e e  T ia m a t  a n d  r a is e  h e r  t e m p le  fr o m  th e  

N in e  H e l ls , a n d  R a t h ’s  u lt im a te  g o a l  is  t o  u s e  T ia m a t  

a n d  h e r  d r a g o n s  to  o v e r t h r o w  S z a s s  T a m .

T h e  h o r s e  s k u l ls  o n  t h e  c e i l in g  a r e  g h a s t ly  o r n a m e n t s  

a n d  n o t h in g  m o r e .

T h r e e  o f  t h e  g a r g o y le s  a re  s t a t u e s ; th e  fo u r t h  is  a 

l iv in g  gargoyle th a t s e r v e s  R a t h  M o d a r .

Vanishing Wall o f Ice. B e t w e e n  t w o  w i n d o w s  is  a 

3 5 - fo o t - lo n g , 2 0 - fo o t - h ig h  s e c t i o n  o f  i c y  w a l l  th a t  v a n ­

is h e s  fo r  1 m in u t e  w h e n  t o u c h e d . B e y o n d  t h e  w a ll  is  a n  

o u t d o o r  la n d in g  p la t fo r m .

I f  h e  is  o u t m a t c h e d , R a t h  M o d a r  t u r n s  in v is ib le ,  c a s t s  

fly o n  h im s e l f ,  t o u c h e s  t h e  d is a p p e a r in g  w a ll ,  a n d  le a p s  

o f f  t h e  la n d in g  p la t fo r m , le a v in g  A z b a r a  J o s  t o  fe n d  fo r  

h im s e l f .  I f  th e  g a r g o y le  is  s t il l a liv e , it t r ie s  t o  c o v e r  

R a t h ’s  e s c a p e . H is  fly s p e l l  a n d  d is a p p e a r in g  t r ic k  m e a n  

th a t  a n  e s c a p e  i s  v e r y  lik e ly .

D e v e l o p m e n t s

I f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  s p e a k  t o  R a th  M o d a r  o r  h is  a s s o c ia t e ,  

A z b a r a  J o s ,  t h e y  f in d  th a t th e  R e d  W iz a r d  r e p u ta t io n  

f o r  a r r o g a n c e  is  tr u e : t h e  p a ir  a r e  h a u g h t y  a n d  p r o u d  

o f  t h e ir  s k i l l,  a n d  t h e y  h a v e  l it t le  p a t ie n c e  fo r  “ r u f fia n s , 

t h u g s , a n d  m e r c e n a r ie s  s e e k in g  t o  s t o p  th e  in e v it a b le .” 

R a t h  M o d a r  a n d  h is  a s s o c i a t e  f ig u r e  p r o m in e n t ly  in  The 

Rise of Tiamat. D e fe a t in g  o r  k i l l in g  t h e m  is  a  s e r i o u s  

b l o w  t o  t h e  c u l t ’s  a b i li ty  t o  s u m m o n  T ia m a t .

T r e a s u r e

R a t h  M o d a r  h a s  a  s c r o l l  o f  dimension door, a  s c r o l l  o f  

feather fall, a n d  a s c r o l l  o f  fireball, a n d  h e  c a r r ie s  a  staff 

of  fire.

A  t h o r o u g h  s e a r c h  o f  th e  r o o m  y ie ld s  s e v e r a l  le tt e r s  

to  R a t h  M o d a r  f r o m  S e v e r in , t h e  s u p r e m e  le a d e r  o f  th e  

C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n . S e v e r in ’s  le t te r s  r e v e a l t h e  d e p t h s  

o f  t h e  c o n n e c t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e  R e d  W iz a r d s  (at le a s t  

t h o s e  f r ie n d ly  t o  R a th  M o d a r )  a n d  th e  c u lt .  T h e  c h a r ­

a c t e r s  a ls o  f in d  o t h e r  le t te r s  f r o m  T h a y  r e v e a l in g  th a t 

c le a r ly  s o m e  R e d  W iz a r d s  a re  n o t  n e a r ly  a s  k e e n  o n  

t h e  c u l t ’s  p la n s .  I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  d e l iv e r  t h e s e  le t te r s  to  

L e o s in  E r la n th a r , O n t h a r r  F r u m e , o r  o n e  o f  t h e ir  o t h e r  

c o n t a c t s  in  o r g a n iz a t i o n s  o p p o s e d  t o  th e  R e d  W iz a r d s  

a n d  t h e  C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n , a w a r d  th e  p a r t y  1 ,0 0 0  X P .

R e s t in g  o n  a  l e c t e r n  is  a  b o o k  t i t le d  Beyond the Iron 

Gates. W rit te n  e n t ire ly  in  I n fe r n a l,  it d e s c r i b e s  v a r i ­

o u s  f o r m s  o f  d e v i l  s u m m o n in g ,  b u t  t h e  f in a l  c h a p t e r  

d e s c r i b e s  t h e  u s e  o f  m a s s iv e  s u m m o n in g s  a n d  th e  s a c ­

r i f ic e  o f  h u n d r e d s  o f  s o u ls  to  b r in g  T ia m a t  b o d i ly  o u t  

o f  t h e  N in e  H e l ls  a n d  in t o  t h e  w o r ld .  T h e  d e t a i ls  o f  th e  

r i tu a l  m a k e  it c le a r  th a t  t h is  is  s o m e t h in g  th a t r e q u ir e s  

e n o r m o u s  p r e p a r a t io n  a n d  e x p e n s e — b u t  t h e  a c tu a l  m a g ­

ic a l  fo r m u la e  a n d  c h a n t s  a re  n o t  g iv e n  in  t h is  v o lu m e . 

N e it h e r  t h e  b o o k  n o r  t h e  o t h e r  p a p e r s  h e r e ,  h o w e v e r , 

p r o v id e  a  t im e t a b le  fo r  w h e n  t h e  c u lt  o r  t h e  R e d  W iz a r d s  

p la n  to  a tte m p t  t h e  s u m m o n in g ,  n o r  d o  t h e y  m e n t io n  th e  

s ig n i f ic a n c e  o f  t h e  t r e a s u r e  th a t t h e  c u lt  h a s  a m a s s e d .  

(R a t h  M o d a r  a n d  A z b a r a  J o s  c a n  b o t h  a tte s t  th a t th e  

t r e a s u r e  is  t o  a p p e a s e  T ia m a t  u p o n  h e r  a rr iv a l.)

13.  St o r e r o o m

T h e  d o o r  is  s e c u r e d  a n d  l o c k e d . A n y  c h a r a c t e r  w it h  

t h i e v e s ’ t o o l s  c a n  a tte m p t  a  D C  17 D e x t e r it y  c h e c k  to  

u n lo c k  it. R e z m ir  a n d  B la g o t h k u s  c a r r y  k e y s .

H u g e  s i d e s  o f  b eef , e n t i r e  h am  h o ck s ,  an d  e n o r m o u s

b ar r e l s  f i l l  t h i s  r o o m ,  as d o  h u n d r e d s  o f  c r a t e s .  T h e  p l ace

s m e l l s  o f  b u r l ap ,  w o o d ,  an d  sa l t .

T h is  s t o r e r o o m  c o n t a in s  a  h u g e  a m o u n t  o f  f o o d , t h o u g h  

a ll o f  it i s  o f  a v e r a g e  q u a lity . O t h e r  th a n  its  n a t u r a l  

r e fr ig e r a t io n , t h is  r o o m  is  n o t  r e m a r k a b le .



14. G u e s t  C h a m b e r ___________________

T h is  r o o m  is  c o m fo r t a b ly  fu r n is h e d  fo r  in h a b it a n t s  o f  

h u m a n  s iz e .

Vanishing Wall o f Ice. A  la r g e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  ic y  w a l l  

o p p o s it e  t h e  d o o r  v a n is h e s  fo r  1 m in u t e  w h e n  t o u c h e d , 

e x p o s in g  t h is  r o o m  t o  t h e  e l e m e n t s .  B e y o n d  t h e  w a ll  is  

a n  o u t d o o r  la n d in g  p la t fo r m .

15. K i t c h e n

T h e  s c e n e  is p u r e  c h ao s :  d o z en s  o f  k o b o ld s  c h o p p in g ,  

m ix i n g ,  c a r r y i n g  sa ck s  o f  i n g r e d ie n t s ,  an d  s t i r r i n g  g r e a t  

c a u ld r o n s .  It  c o u ld  b e an  a l c h e m i c a l  l ab  o r  a k i t c h e n —  

w i t h  k o b o ld s  co o k in g ,  i t ’s a l i t t l e  h a r d  t o  b e su r e .

T w e n ty  kobolds a re  h e r e ,  p r e p a r in g  f o o d  f o r  t h e  c a s t le ’s  

o t h e r  in h a b it a n t s .  T h e  k it c h e n  is  f i l le d  w it h  h u g e  s id e s  

o f  b e e f ,  e n t ir e  s h e e p ,  c h e s t s  fu l l  o f  d r ie d  f is h  a n d  v a s t  

a m o u n t s  o f  b a c o n , o n io n s ,  b e a n s , a n d  s o  fo r t h .

R o o s t in g  o n  a  l e d g e  a b o v e  t h e  fr a y  is  a  griffon. T h e  

c r e a t u r e  is  B la g o t h k u s ’s  p e t ,  a n d  it m a k e s  s u r e  th e  

k o b o l d s  b e h a v e  t h e m s e lv e s .  W h e n e v e r  a  f ig h t  b r e a k s  

o u t , o n e  s h r i e k  fr o m  a b o v e  s n a p s  th e  k o b o ld s  b a c k  in  

l in e .  T h e  g r i f fo n  a ls o  p r o t e c t s  t h e  k o b o ld s  i f  t h e y  c o m e  

u n d e r  a tta ck .

T r e a s u r e

A  t h o r o u g h  s e a r c h  o f  t h e  k it c h e n  r e v e a ls  s m a l l  c h e s t s  

o f  b la c k  p e p p e r ,  c in n a m o n , a n d  n u t m e g . E a c h  o f  t h e s e  

w e i g h s  2  p o u n d s , b u t  t h e ir  c o n t e n t s  a r e  w o r t h  1 3 0  g p  

to ta l.

16. U p p e r  C o u r t y a r d

T h e  u p p e r  c o u r t y a r d  is  t h e  p r im a r y  la n d in g  s ite  fo r  

d r a g o n s , w y v e r n s , a n d  f ly in g  s p e l lc a s t e r s  w h e n  th e  

c a s t le  is  a ir b o r n e . D u r in g  t h e  day, 2 d 6  ogres p r a c ­

t ic e  t h e ir  ja v e l in  h u r l in g  h e r e .  A t  n ig h t , th e  c o u r t y a r d  

is  l ig h t ly  o b s c u r e d  b y  f o g  (to  a  h e ig h t  o f  3 0  fe e t )  a n d  

p a t r o l le d  b y  th e  v a m p ir e ,  S a n d e s y l  M o r g ia  (s e e  a r e a  18).

T al l ,  s l e n d e r  t o w e r s  an d  w a l l s  o f  i ce  e n c lo s e  a w i n d s w e p t  

c o u r t y a r d .

C h a r a c t e r s  la n d in g  h e r e  n e e d  t o  b e  p r e p a r e d  t o  e it h e r  

s h o w  a  b a n n e r  o r  t o k e n  o f  th e  c u lt  im m e d ia t e ly ;  o t h ­

e r w is e ,  th e  o g r e s  o r  v a m p ir e  o n  w a t c h  w i l l  s o u n d  t h e  

a la r m  a n d  a tt a c k  t h e m . T h e  o g r e s  in  a r e a  2 0  in v e s t ig a te  

a n y  lo u d  d is t u r b a n c e  in  t h e  c o u r t y a r d .

D e v e l o p m e n t s

I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a r r iv e  in  d is g u is e  o r  fa s t- ta lk  t h e ir  w a y  

t h r o u g h  t h e  c o u r t y a r d ,  t h e y  a r e  t a k e n  to  m e e t  B la g o t h ­

k u s  t h e  c l o u d  g ia n t  ( i f  c a u g h t  b y  t h e  o g r e s ) ,  o r  R e z m ir  ( i f  

c a u g h t  b y  t h e  v a m p ir e ) .

1 7 .  H i g h  B l u e  T o w e r

T h i s  t o w e r  o f  p a le  b l u e  ice is t h e  c o lo r  o f  sk y  o n  a w in t e r  

d ay. It s f e w  w in d o w s  s h i m m e r  l i k e m i r r o r ed  g l ass  o r  c r y s t a l .

T h e  d o o r  t o  t h is  t o w e r  is  fit te d  w it h  a n  i r o n  l o c k , a n d  

B la g o t h k u s  c a r r ie s  t h e  o n ly  k ey . T h e  l o c k  c a n  b e  p ic k e d  

w it h  t h i e v e s ’ t o o ls  a n d  a  s u c c e s s f u l  D C  15  D e x t e r it y  

c h e c k . T w o  o g r e s  a r m e d  w it h  ja v e l in s ,  r o c k s ,  a n d  a  b a l - 

l is ta  s t a n d  w a t c h  a to p  t h is  to w e r . T h e y  h a v e  l o n g  c o i l s  o f  

r o p e  t h e y  u s e  t o  c l i m b  u p  a n d  d o w n  t h e  t o w e r ’s  e x te r io r .

T h e  t o w e r  in t e r io r  is  a  h o l l o w  c y l in d e r  9 0  fe e t  h ig h , 

w it h o u t  s t a i r s  o r  la d d e r s  to  r e a c h  t h e  to p . A n y  c r e a ­

t u r e  in s id e  t h e  t o w e r  th a t s p e a k s  t h e  c o m m a n d  w o r d  

“ E s c la r o t t a ”  is  in s ta n t ly  t e le p o r t e d  t o  a r e a  2 1 .

D e v e l o p m e n t s

I f  th e  t w o  o g r e s  s t a n d in g  w a t c h  a to p  t h is  t o w e r  b e g in  

f ir in g  th e  b a l lis t a  o r  d r o p p in g  s o m e  b o u ld e r s ,  th e y  g e t  

t h e  a tte n t io n  o f  th e  o g r e  g u a r d s ,  c u lt is t s , a n d  o t h e r s  in  

t h e  m a in  c a s t le  g r o u n d s  a n d  c o u r t y a r d  fa ir ly  q u ick ly . 

T h e  a la rm  is  r a is e d  a s  s o o n  a s  a n y  o g r e  y e lls .

1 8 .  C r u m b l i n g  T o w e r

T h is  t o w e r  is  a lm o s t  1 0 0  fe e t  h ig h , b u t it is  in  s h o d d y  

r e p a ir . T h e r e  a r e  t w o  e n t r a n c e s :  a  d o o r  a t t h e  b a s e  

o f  th e  t o w e r  th a t c a n n o t  b e  o p e n e d  ( s e e  b e lo w ) ,  a n d  a 

w o r k in g  d o o r  c o n n e c t e d  t o  a  c r u m b l in g  i c e  b a l c o n y  7 5  

fe e t  a b o v e  th e  t o w e r ’s  b a s e .

T h i s  a n c ie n t  t o w e r  s e e m s  t o  b e c r u m b l i n g .  T h e  w in d o w s  

h av e  b een  sea le d  s h u t  w i t h  i ce, an d  c r ac k s  h av e  f o r m e d  in  

t h e  w a l l s  an d  r o o f ca p .  A  b a l c o n y  o f  sc u lp t e d  i ce  h u g s  o n e  

s i d e  o f  t h e  t o w e r ,  75 f e e t  a b o v e  t h e  t o w e r  b ase.

T h is  is  th e  t o w e r  o f  t h e  vampire S a n d e s y l  M o r g ia ,  a 

m o o n  e l f  w h o  j o i n e d  t h e  C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n  l o n g  b e f o r e  

s h e  b e c a m e  u n d e a d . S h e  is  a  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  o ld  g u a r d  

a n d  w a s  a r o u n d  l o n g  b e f o r e  S e v e r in  t o o k  o v e r . G iv e n  

t h e  c h a n c e , s h e  t a lk s  a b o u t  s e r v in g  u n d e r  S a m m a s t e r  

a n d  k i l l in g  d r a g o n s  t o  r a i s e  t h e m  a s  d r a c o l ic h e s ,  w h ic h  

s h e  s t i ll  c o n s i d e r s  “ th e  t r u e  p a t h .” S h e  h a t e s  t h e  n e w  

c u lt  l e a d e r s h ip ,  b u t  s h e  is  f o r c e d  b y  c i r c u m s t a n c e  to  

w o r k  w i t h  t h e m .

S a n d e s y l  is  a c t iv e  b y  n ig h t  o n ly  a n d  p r o w ls  b o t h  th e  

u p p e r  a n d  l o w e r  c o u r t y a r d s  in  t h e  n ig h t  h o u r s ,  k e e p in g  

a  k e e n  e y e  o u t  f o r  l o n e  o g r e  g u a r d s  o r  o t h e r s  w h o  m ig h t  

p r o v id e  a  m e a l .  W h e n  c o n f r o n t e d  b y  m o r e  e n e m ie s  t h a n  

s h e  c a n  h a n d le ,  s h e  s u m m o n s  t w o  vampire spawn 

( m o o n  e l f  c o n s o r t s )  a s  r e in fo r c e m e n t s .  T h e s e  v a m p ir e  

s p a w n  lu rk  o n  th e  u p p e r  f lo o r  o f  th e  t o w e r .

T h e  t o w e r  is  in  d ir e  n e e d  o f  re p a ir . T h e  c r a c k e d  a n d  

c r u m b le d  ic e  p r o v id e s  a b u n d a n t  h a n d h o ld s , a l lo w in g  

th e  t o w e r ’s  w a l ls  t o  b e  c l im b e d  w it h  a  s u c c e s s fu l  D C  10 

S tr e n g t h  (A t h le t ic s ) c h e c k .

T h e  t o w e r  o n c e  h a d  fo u r  le v e ls  w it h  2 0 - fo o t -h ig h  c e i l ­

in g s ;  h o w e v e r , a ll b u t  th e  h ig h e s t  le v e l h a v e  h a d  th e ir  

f lo o r s  a n d  c e i l in g s  s h a tte re d , a n d  th e  s t a i r c a s e  th a t o n c e  

c u r le d  u p  th e  in s id e  o f  th e  to w e r , c o n n e c t i n g  its  v a r io u s



le v e ls , h a s  a ls o  b e e n  d e s t r o y e d . T h e  g r o u n d  f lo o r  is  n o w  

p a c k e d  w it h  i c y  d e b r is  t o  a d e p t h  o f  2 0  fe e t , a n d  th is  

d e b r is  p re v e n ts  th e  g r o u n d - f lo o r  d o o r  f r o m  b e in g  o p e n e d .

Balcony. T h e  b e s t  w a y  in t o  th e  t o w e r  is  v ia  th e  b a lco n y . 

H o w e v e r , it h a s  b e e n  w e a k e n e d  a n d  b r e a k s  a w a y  i f  m o r e  

th a n  1 5 0  p o u n d s  o f  w e ig h t  is  p la c e d  o n  it. T h e  d o o r  

le a d in g  fr o m  th e  b a l c o n y  is  u n lo c k e d  a n d  o p e n s  in to  th e  

u p p e r  le v e l  th a t s e r v e s  a s  S a n d e s y l ’s  c ry p t . T h e r e  a re  n o  

w in d o w s  o n  t h is  leve l.

Sandesyl’s Crypt. S a n d e s y l ’s  c o f f in  r e s t s  in  th e  m id d le  

o f  t h e  t o w e r ’s  u p p e r  lev e l, g u a r d e d  d a y  a n d  n ig h t  b y  h e r

t w o  c o n s o r t s .  T h e  c o ff in  c o n t a in s  g r a v e  d ir t, b u t  n o  t r e a ­

su r e .  A  i c e  s t a ir c a s e  h u g s  o n e  w a ll ,  d e s c e n d in g  a fe w  fe e t  

b e fo r e  e n d in g  s u d d e n ly , 5 0  fe e t  a b o v e  th e  i c y  d e tr itu s  

f il lin g  th e  lo w e s t  le v e l  o f  th e  to w e r .

1 9 . S t e e r i n g  T o w e r

B la g o t h k u s  h a s  s e c u r e d  t h e  d o o r  t o  t h is  t o w e r  w i t h  a n  

arcane lock. It c a n  b e  o p e n e d  n o r m a lly  b y  a  g ia n t  o r  b y  

a  knock s p e l l .  F o r  e v e r y o n e  e ls e ,  b r e a k in g  it d o w n  is  

la r g e ly  im p o s s ib le ,  b e c a u s e  a  D C  7 0  S t r e n g t h  c h e c k  is  

r e q u ir e d .

A  s t a i r c a s e  o f  ice l ea d s  f r o m  t h e  t o w e r ’s g r o u n d  f l o o r  t o  

a h i g h e r  c h am b e r ,  t h e  w a l l s  an d  c e i l i n g  o f  w h i c h  g l eam  

an d  g l i t t e r :  j e w e l s  ar e  e v e r y w h e r e  in  t h e  r o o m .  Yo u  see  

g l o w in g  m o o n s t o n e s ,  t h u m b - s i z ed  e m e r a l d s ,  s h i n i n g  

s i l v e r y  m i t h r a l  w a n d s ,  an d  s t r a n g e  s p h e r e s  co v e r e d  in 

t u r q u o i s e  an d  g o ld ,  as  w e l l  as  d o z en s  o f  c o p p e r  l ev e r s  an d  

g o ld en  sp h e r e s  e m b e d d e d  in  t h e  w a l l s .  A f t e r  a m o m e n t ,  

t h e  w a l l s  t h e m s e l v e s  see m  t o  d i s ap p e a r ,  p r o v i d i n g  a 

p e r f e c t  ae r i a l  v i e w  in  al l  d i r e c t i o n s ,  as  i f  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  

c a s t l e  an d  n o  c l o u d s t u f f  a r o u n d .  M o r e  t h a n  a d o z en  

g l o w in g  w h i t e  r u n es  w in k  i n t o  ex i s t en ce ,  d r i f t i n g  a b o u t  t h e  

r o o m  l ik e sn o w f l ak e s .

T h is  is  t h e  c a s t l e ’s  s t e e r in g  c h a m b e r . W h e n  n o  o n e  is  

p r e s e n t ,  th e  c a s t le  is  u n d e r  t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  s p ir it  o f  

E s c la r o t t a ,  w h o  is  b o u n d  to  th e  f o r t r e s s  b y  p o w e r f u l  

m a g i c  th a t c a n n o t  b e  d is p e l le d .  T o u c h in g  o n e  o f  th e  

g lo w in g  r u n e s  i s s u e s  a  s p e c i f ic  c o m m a n d  t o  E s c la r o t t a ’s  

s p ir it . A  c h a r a c t e r  w h o  u n d e r s t a n d s  D w a r v is h  o r  G ia n t  

c a n  in t e r p re t  t h e  c o m m a n d  r u n e s .

C o m m a n d  R u n e s

T h e r e  a r e  e ig h t e e n  c o m m a n d  r u n e s .

Alarm. A  n o is e  a k in  t o  a  h o w lin g  w in d  a le r t s  a ll 

n o n -d e a f e n e d  c r e a t u r e s  in  t h e  c a s t le .

All-Clear. A n o is e  a k in  t o  a  lo u d  w h is p e r  s ig n a ls  a n  

e n d  to  d a n g e r .

Anchor. T h e  c a s t l e  h o ld s  p o s i t i o n  o n  t h e  g r o u n d  o r  

in  t h e  a ir. T h e  c a s t le  r e m a in s  s t a t io n a r y  d e s p it e  w in d s , 

s t o r m s , a n d  s o  o n .

Cast Off. T h e  c a s t le  is  n o  lo n g e r  a n c h o r e d .

Drift. T h e  c a s t le  d r i f t s  o n  t h e  w in d , e f fe c t iv e ly  u n d e r  

n o  o n e ’s  c o n t r o l .

Home. T h e  c a s t l e  r e t u r n s  t o  its  p la c e  o f  o r ig in ,  in  th e  

S p in e  o f  th e  W o r ld  (a  c o l d  m o u n t a in  r a n g e  to  t h e  n o r th ) .

North, South, East, and W est T h e  c a s t l e  m o v e s  in  

t h e  s p e c i f ie d  c a r d in a l  d ir e c t io n . T o u c h in g  t w o  r u n e s  

s im u lt a n e o u s ly  c a n  m o v e  t h e  c a s t le  in  o t h e r  d ir e c t i o n s ;  

fo r  e x a m p le ,  t o u c h in g  t h e  n o r t h  a n d  e a s t  r u n e s  at th e  

s a m e  t im e  m o v e s  t h e  c a s t le  n o r t h e a s t .

Rise. T h e  c a s t le  a s c e n d s  at a  ra te  o f  10  fe e t  p e r  r o u n d . 

Sink. T h e  c a s t le  d e s c e n d s  at a  ra te  o f  1 0  fe e t  p e r  

r o u n d . I f  it c o m e s  in t o  c o n t a c t  w it h  th e  g r o u n d , it la n d s .

Spin. T h e  c a s t l e  r o t a t e s  g e n tly  c l o c k w i s e ,  c o m p le t i n g  

o n e  fu l l r o t a t io n  in  1 m in u t e .

Widdershins. T h e  c a s t l e  r o t a t e s  g e n tly  c o u n t e r c l o c k ­

w is e ,  c o m p le t in g  o n e  fu l l  r o t a t io n  in  o n e  m in u t e .



Veil. F o g g y  c l o u d s t u f f  m a t e r ia l iz e s  a r o u n d  t h e  

c a s t l e .  A ft e r  o n e  m in u t e ,  a l l  c r e a t u r e s  a n d  o b je c t s  in  

o u t d o o r  a r e a s  w it h in  1 0 0  fe e t  o f  t h e  c a s t l e  a r e  h e a v i ly  

o b s c u r e d ,  a n d  a l l  c r e a t u r e s  a n d  o b je c t s  in  i n d o o r  a r e a s  

a r e  l ig h t ly  o b s c u r e d .

Unveil. F o g g y  c l o u d s t u f f  e n g u l f in g  th e  c a s t l e  d is s i ­

p a t e s .  L ig h tly  o b s c u r e d  a r e a s  b e c o m e  c l e a r  in  1 r o u n d , 

a n d  h e a v ily  o b s c u r e d  a r e a s  b e c o m e  l ig h t ly  o b s c u r e d  fo r  

1 m in u t e ,  t h e n  b e c o m e  c le a r .

Storm. T h e  c l o u d s  a r o u n d  t h e  c a s t l e  d a r k e n  a n d  

c h u r n , b e c o m i n g  r u m b lin g  t h u n d e r c lo u d s  o v e r  a  p e r i o d  

o f  1 m in u t e .  U n til t h e n , th e  c a lm  r u n e  c a n n o t  b e  a c t i ­

v a te d . O n c e  t h e  t h u n d e r c lo u d s  h a v e  fu l ly  fo r m e d , th e  

c r e a t u r e  th a t  a c t iv a te d  t h e  s t o r m  r u n e  c a n  u s e  its  a c t io n  

w h ile  s t a n d in g  in  t h e  s t e e r in g  c h a m b e r  to  ta r g e t o n e  

c r e a t u r e  it c a n  s e e  w i t h  a  l ig h t n in g  b o lt .  T h e  b o lt  h a s  

a  r a n g e  o f  1 ,0 0 0  fe e t  a n d  c a n  ta r g e t  o n e  c r e a t u r e  o r  

u n a t t e n d e d  o b je c t .  A  c r e a t u r e  t a r g e t e d  b y  t h e  b o lt  m u s t  

s u c c e e d  o n  a  D C  14 D e x t e r it y  s a v in g  t h r o w  o r  ta k e  2 2  

( 4 d 1 0 ) l ig h t n in g  d a m a g e . A n  u n a t t e n d e d  o b je c t  t a rg e t e d  

b y  t h e  b o lt  s im p ly  t a k e s  t h e  d a m a g e  (n o  s a v in g  t h r o w ) .

Calm. T h e  t h u n d e r c lo u d s  a r o u n d  th e  c a s t le  a b a te  o v e r  

a  p e r i o d  o f  1 m in u t e .  D u r in g  t h is  t im e , th e  s t o r m  r u n e  

c a n n o t  b e  r e a ct iv a te d .

E s c l a r o t t a

A lt h o u g h  a n y o n e  c a n  t r ig g e r  c o m m a n d  r u n e s ,  th e  s p ir it  

o f  th e  c l o u d  g ia n t  E s c la r o t t a  a c t u a l ly  c o n t r o ls  th e  c a s t le  

a n d  c a n  “ l o c k  o u t ”  in d iv id u a ls  w h o  m is u s e  t h e  c o m ­

m a n d  r u n e s ,  e f fe c t iv e ly  r e n d e r in g  t h e m  u n a b le  t o  tr ig g e r  

t h e  r u n e s .

A n y  c h a r a c t e r  s u c c e e d i n g  o n  a  D C  15  I n t e l l ig e n c e  

(A r c a n a )  c h e c k  s e n s e s  a n  in t e l l ig e n c e  at w o r k , a n d  o n e  

c a n  a tte m p t  t o  c o m m u n ic a t e  w it h  E s c la r o t t a ’s  s p ir it  

s im p ly  b y  c a l l i n g  o u t  t o  it w h ile  in s id e  th e  to w e r . S h e  is  

a  k in d  s o u l ,  d is t u r b e d  b y  t h e  c u lt is t s , d r a g o n , w y v e r n s , 

a n d  k o b o ld s  in fe s t in g  h e r  b e a u t i fu l  c a s t le ,  a n d  s h e  

l o n g s  fo r  in f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  w h a t  h e r  h u s b a n d  is  u p  to . 

R e q u e s t s  m a d e  t o  h e r  s u c c e e d  w i t h  a  D C  14  C h a r is m a  

(P e r s u a s io n ) .  T h e  p e r s o n  h a s  a d v a n t a g e  o n  t h e  c h e c k  

i f  h e  o r  s h e  s p e a k s  G ia n t . I f  a n y o n e  t r ie s  t o  w r e c k  th e  

s t e e r i n g  c h a m b e r , E s c la r o t t a  t r ig g e r s  t h e  a la r m  r u n e . 

Blagothkus ( s e e  a p p e n d ix  B )  a r r iv e s  3  r o u n d s  la te r  w it h  

t w o  ogres (h is  s t e w a r d s )  in  tow .

I f  B la g o t h k u s  d ie s  a b o a r d  t h e  c a s t le ,  h is  s p ir it  

r e p l a c e s  E s c la r o t t a ’s , a n d  h e  c r a s h e s  t h e  c a s t l e  t o  k e e p  

it f r o m  fa l l in g  in t o  e n e m y  h a n d s  (s e e  “ D e v e lo p m e n t s ” ).

T r e a s u r e

I f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  in s is t  o n  te a r in g  o u t  th e  v a lu a b le  c o n t r o l  

e le m e n t s ,  th e y  c a n  p r y  l o o s e  f is tfu ls  o f  e m e r a ld s ,  t u r ­

q u o is e ,  m o o n s t o n e s ,  a  h u g e  c h u n k  o f  ja d e ,  b it s  o f  a m b e r , 

a n d  la r g e  p ie c e s  o f  m ith r a l, w o r t h  1 0 ,0 0 0  g p  to ta l.

T h i s  d e s t r o y s  th e  c a s t l e ’s  a b i li ty  to  m o v e  u n d e r  p o w e r , 

g e n e r a t e  w e a t h e r  e f fe c t s ,  a n d  s o  o n . T h e  c a s t le  w i l l  d r i ft  

o n  p o w e r fu l  w in d s  th a t c a r r y  it n o r th w a r d , w h e r e  it 

u lt im a te ly  c r a s h e s  o n  th e  M ik lo s  G la c ie r  in  th e  S p in e  o f  

t h e  W o r ld  M o u n t a in s .  R e p a ir in g  t h e  c o n t r o l  m e c h a n is m  

r e q u ir e s  a l o n g  p e r io d  o f  e x t r e m e ly  d if ficu lt  a n d  e x p e n ­

s iv e  w o r k , t h o u g h  a  wish s p e l l  c o u ld  a c c o m p l is h  it.

D e v e l o p m e n t s

T h e  c a s t le  m ig h t  c r a s h , d e p e n d in g  o n  t h e  a c t i o n s  o f  th e  

c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  v a r i o u s  N P C s .

Crashed by Blagothkus. I f  t h e  c lo u d  g ia n t  is  s la in , 

h is  w i fe ’s  s p ir it  in  th e  s t e e r in g  c h a m b e r  is  r e p la c e d  b y  

h is  sp ir it . E n ra g e d , h e  a v e n g e s  h is  d e a t h  b y  m o v i n g  th e  

c a s t le  n o r t h w a r d  a n d  t h e n  c o m m a n d in g  it t o  c r a s h  in  t h e  

S p in e  o f  th e  W o r ld , n e a r  th e  M ik lo s  G la c ie r . M o r e  d e t a i ls  

o f  t h is  c r a s h  a n d  i ts  c o n s e q u e n c e s  a r e  p r o v id e d  in  The 

Rise of Tiamat.

I f  t h e  d r a g o n  is  s la in  a n d  t h e  c u lt is t s  a r e  r o u t e d , R a th  

M o d a r  g a t h e r s  a n y  r e m a in in g  f o r c e s  a l l ie d  w it h  th e  cu lt  

a n d  s la y s  B la g o t h k u s , k n o w in g  fu l l  w e l l  th a t  t h e  c l o u d  

g ia n t ’s  d e a t h  w i l l  c a u s e  t h e  c a s t le  t o  c r a s h  (s e e  a b o v e ) . 

R a t h  M o d a r  t h e n  u s e s  h is  fly s p e l l  t o  e s c a p e .

Characters Seize the Castle. I f  t h e  a d v e n t u r e rs  

b e fr ie n d  B la g o t h k u s  a n d  d r iv e  o f f  t h e  c u lt is t s  a n d  t h e  

d r a g o n , t h e y  m a y  fly  it a n y w h e r e ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  w i l l  c e r ­

t a in ly  a t tra c t  h o s t i le  a tte n t io n  f r o m  a n y  d r a g o n . I f  th e y  

a r e  s t il l  a b o a r d  t h e  c a s t le ,  R a t h  M o d a r  a n d  t h e  v a m p ir e  

d o  t h e ir  u t m o s t  t o  t h w a r t  t h e m .

I f  h e  r e m a in s  in  c o n t r o l  o f  th e  c a s t le ,  B la g o t h k u s  

d e c i d e s  t o  v is it  th e  g ia n ts .  H e  s e n d s  S k y r e a c h  C a s t le  

n o r t h  to  n e a r  th e  S p in e  o f  th e  W o r ld .

2 0 .  O g r e  B a r r a c k s

R e a d  t h e  fo l l o w in g  te x t  i f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  s u r p r i s e  t h is  

c h a m b e r ’s  o c c u p a n t s .

T h i s  u n f u r n i s h e d  c h a m b e r  c o n t a i n s  a h o r d e  o f  o g r es  

s l e e p in g  o n  p i l es  o f  f u r .

U n le s s  t h e y  a r e  d r a w n  e ls e w h e r e  b y  a n  a la r m  o r  s o m e  

o t h e r  d is t u r b a n c e , t w e lv e  ogres s le e p  o n  t h e  fu r s  

h e a p e d  a b o u t  t h is  o t h e r w is e  f e a t u r e le s s  s t r u c t u r e .

T r e a s u r e

T h e  o g r e s  a ll k e e p  s m a l l  a m o u n t s  o f  g o ld  a n d  s i lv e r  in  

p o u c h e s ,  s a c k s ,  a n d  c h e s t s .  I f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  s p e n d  3 0  

m in u t e s  s e a r c h in g  t h e  b a r r a c k s ,  t h e y  f in d  8 0 0  s p  a n d  

3 0 0  g p .

I f  o n e  m e m b e r  o f  th e  p a r t y  s u c c e e d s  at a  D C  2 0  I n te l ­

l ig e n c e  ( I n v e s t ig a t e )  c h e c k , h e  o r  s h e  f in d s  a  s in g le  p a le  

b lu e  s a p p h ir e  w o r t h  5 0 0  g p  w e d g e d  in t o  a  c r e v i c e .

D e v e l o p m e n t s

I f  a n y  o g r e s  a r e  ta k e n  p r is o n e r ,  c h a r m e d , o r  fa s t -ta lk e d , 

th e  c h a r a c t e r s  le a r n  re la t iv e ly  little . T h e y  s e r v e  t h e  c lo u d  

g ia n t  B la g o t h k u s  (w h o s e  w i fe  w a s  s la in  s o m e  y e a r s  a g o ), 

t h e y  k n o w  th a t th e  c lo u d  g ia n t  h a s  s e v e r a l  g u e s t s ,  in c lu d ­

in g  “d u h  w iz a r d  in  r e d  r o b e s ”  (R a t h  M o d a r ) , “d u h  d ra g o n  

la d y ” (R e z m ir ) ,  a n d  “a  b ig  w h it e  d r a g o n  d a t  l iv e s  in  d u h  

c a v e s ”  (G la z h a e l ). G e t t in g  m o r e  th a n  th e  b a s ic  r u n d o w n  

t a k e s  a  D C  19  C h a r is m a  (P e r s u a s io n )  c h e c k  fo r  e a c h  o f  

th e  f o l lo w in g  t h r e e  a d d it io n a l  i te m s :

• A  v a m p ir e  w a t c h e s  t h e  S k y r e a c h  C a s t le  at n ig h t . It 

s o m e t im e s  f e e d s  o n  t h e  o g r e s ,  t o  t h e ir  c h a g r in .

• T h e  c u lt  u s e s  t h e  c a s t l e  t o  v is it  im p o r t a n t  s i t e s  w it h ­

o u t  r o a d s  o r  p o r t a ls .  T h e  o g r e s  d o n ’t r e a l ly  k n o w  

w h e r e  t h e y  a r e  o t h e r  t h a n  “ th e  g r e e n  f o r e s t s ” a n d  

“ th a t s t r e t c h  o f  th e  m o o r s ” a n d  “ t h e  o ld  m o u n t a in s .”



• T h e  c a s t l e ’s  m is t s  a n d  n a v ig a t io n  a r e  a ll c o n t r o l l e d  

b y  t h e  c l o u d  g ia n t ’s  m a g i c .  W it h o u t  h im , t h e  c a s t l e  

w o n ’t fly.

T h e  la s t  p o in t  is  u n t r u e , b u t  it ’s  w h a t  B la g o t h k u s  t o ld  h is  

o g r e s ,  a n d  t h e y  b e l ie v e  h im .

21. E s c l a r o t t a ’s T o m b

T h is  i c y  c y s t  h a s  n o  o b v io u s  m e a n s  o f  e n tr y  o r  e g r e s s .  

H o w e v e r , a  c r e a t u r e  c a n  t e le p o r t  t o  t h is  b u r ie d  c h a m b e r  

v ia  a re a  17.

Yo u  a p p e a r  in  an  o v a l  c a v e  c a r v e d  f r o m  so l i d  g l ac i a l  ice, 

w i t h  n o  p as sa g es  l e a d in g  o u t .  T h e  c e i l i n g  is 3 0  f e e t  h ig h  

an d  l i n ed  w i t h  i c i c l e s ,  an d  b i t s  o f  b r o k en  i ce  s u r r o u n d  a 

m a s s i v e  w h i t e  m ar b l e  sa r c o p h a g u s  s i t u a t ed  in  t h e  m id d le  

o f  t h e  f l o o r .  T h e  l id  o f  t h e  sa r c o p h a g u s  is sc u lp t e d  i n t o  t h e  

l i k en ess  o f  a f e m a l e  g i a n t  w i t h  l o n g  f l o w in g  h ai r .

T h e  s a r c o p h a g u s  is  2 0  fe e t  lo n g , 10  fe e t  w id e , a n d  10 fe e t  

ta ll. D w a r v is h  r u n e s  c a r v e d  in t o  its  b a s e  s p e l l  th e  n a m e  

E S C L A R O T T A . T h e  l id  o f  th e  s a r c o p h a g u s  r e q u ir e s  a 

D C  3 0  S t r e n g t h  c h e c k  t o  p u s h  a s id e , a n d  th e  b o n e s  o f  

B la g o t h k u s ’s  d e c e a s e d  c lo u d  g ia n t  w if e  a re  c o n t a in e d  

w ith in . T h e r e  is  n o  t r e a s u r e  b u r ie d  w it h  h er.

A  c r e a t u r e  in  t h is  t o m b  th a t s p e a k s  th e  n a m e  “ B la g o t h ­

k u s ”  is  in s ta n t ly  t e l e p o r t e d  t o  th e  g r o u n d  f lo o r  o f  a r e a  17.

22. C l o u d  G i a n t  T o w e r

T h is  7 0 - fo o t - t a l l  t o w e r  h a s  a  p a r a p e t  r o o f t o p , t w o  

u n lo c k e d  d o o r s  a t g r o u n d  lev e l, a n d  n o  w in d o w s . T h e  

t o w e r  in t e r io r  is  s p l it  in to  t w o  le v e ls ,  e a c h  w it h  a  3 0 - fo o t -  

h ig h  c e i l in g . A  s t a ir c a s e  o f  c h i s e le d  i c e  h u g s  th e  in t e r io r  

w a l l ,  c o n n e c t in g  b o t h  le v e ls .

U n le s s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  ta k e  s t r id e s  to  c o n c e a l  th e ir  

a p p r o a c h , t h e  o g r e s  o n  t h e  r o o f  s p o t  t h e m .

T o w e r  R o o f t o p

T h r e e  ogres g u a r d  th e  t o w e r  r o o f t o p , w h ic h  is  fu r n is h e d  

w it h  a  b a l lis t a . S e e  a r e a  6 B  fo r  d e ta i ls .

G r o u n d  F l o o r

A  s i lv e r  c h im e  a t t a c h e d  to  t h e  in s id e  o f  e a c h  d o o r  r in g s  

w h e n e v e r  th e  d o o r  is  o p e n e d , a le r t in g  t h e  t o w e r ’s 

in h a b ita n t s .

A  s t a ir c a s e  h u g s  t h e  in t e r io r  w a l l  o f  t h is  c h a m b e r ,  

le a d in g  u p  to  a  la n d in g  w it h  a  d o o r .  T h e  r o o m  it s e l f  

c o n t a in s  s t u r d y  w o o d - c a r v e d  f u r n is h in g s  o f  g ia n t  p r o ­

p o r t i o n s ,  in c lu d in g  a  ta b le  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  fo u r  c h a ir s .  

T h e  w a lls  a r e  s c u lp t e d  w it h  i c e  m u r a ls  d e p i c t in g  a n  

a r m y  o f  h il l, f r o s t ,  f ire , s t o n e , a n d  c l o u d  g ia n ts .

F o u r  ogres g u a r d  t h e  lo w e r  le v e l . T h e y  w e a r  fa n c y  

p lu m e d  h e lm e t s  t o  s ig n i f y  th a t  t h e y  a r e  m e m b e r s  o f  

B la g o t h k u s ’s  “ h o n o r  g u a r d .” T h is  s im p le  r e w a r d  k e e p s  

th e  o g r e s  a le r t  a n d  lo y a l , fo r  t h e y  k n o w  t h e  g ia n t  c o u ld  

g iv e  t h e ir  h e lm s  a w a y  t o  s o m e o n e  e l s e  at a n y  t im e .

U p p e r  F l o o r

I f  th e  o g r e s  a b o v e  o r  b e lo w  h im  s o u n d  th e  a la r m , B la g ­

o t h k u s  c a n n o t  b e  s u r p r i s e d .

T h e  w a l l s  o f  t h i s  r o o m  a r e  sc u lp t e d  w i t h  i c y  m u r a l s  

d e p i c t i n g  c l o u d  g i an t s  r i d i n g  g i a n t  b i r d s . A n  e n o r m o u s  

b ed  w i t h  a h e ad b o a r d  o f  i ce  sc u lp t e d  t o  r e s e m b l e  c l o u d s  

d o m in a t e s  t h e  r o o m .  Be a r  f u r s  a r e  h e ap ed  u p o n  t h e  b ed ,  

an d  t w o  l a r g e  w o o d e n  c h e s t s  r e s t  a t  t h e  b e d ’s f o o t .

A  b l u e - sk in n ed  g i an t  s i t s  o n  t h e  f l o o r  w i t h  h i s  l eg s 

c r o ss ed  w h i l e  t w o  o g r e s  c o m b  h i s  s n o w y  w h i t e  h ai r .  T h e  

g i a n t ’s h u l k i n g  m o r n i n g s t a r  l e an s  a g a in s t  t h e  b ed  w i t h i n  

a r m ’s r each .

Blagothkus (a p p e n d ix  B ) a n d  t h e  t w o  ogres (h is  

s t e w a r d s )  a r e n ’t t h e  o n ly  in h a b it a n t s  o f  t h is  r o o m . A s  a  

b o n u s  a c t i o n  o n  h is  t u r n , B la g o t h k u s  c a n  s u m m o n  a n  

air elemental th a t ’s  b e e n  m a g i c a l ly  b o u n d  t o  t h e  r o o m . 

T h e  e le m e n t a l  f o l l o w s  t h e  g ia n t ’s  c o m m a n d s  b u t  c a n n o t  

le a v e  t h e  r o o m . It r e m a in s  u n til  d is m is s e d  b y  its  m a s t e r .

T h e  d im -w it t e d  o g r e  s t e w a r d s  a r e  p o o r  c o n v e r s a t io n ­

a lis ts , b u t  B la g o t h k u s  u s e s  t h e m  a s  s o u n d in g  b o a r d s ,  

e x p r e s s in g  h is  c o n c e r n s  th a t  t h e  C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n  

m ig h t  t r y  t o  s e i z e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  c a s t le .  T h e  o g r e s  o f fe r  

n o  a d v ic e .  C le v e r  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  s o w  d i s c o r d  b y  p r e y in g  

o n  t h e  g ia n t ’s  f e a r s  ( s e e  “ N e g o t ia t in g  w it h  t h e  C lo u d  

G ia n t ” n e a r  t h e  b e g in n in g  o f  t h e  e p is o d e ) .  A n  a la r m  o r  

t h e  c h a r a c t e r s ’ s u d d e n  a p p e a r a n c e  s t a r t le s  h im , a n d  h e  

r e a c h e s  f o r  h is  w e a p o n . I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a re  p r e t e n d in g  

t o  b e  c u lt is t s , B la g o t h k u s  is  f u r io u s  at t h e ir  in t r u s io n  b u t  

d o e s  n o t  a tt a c k  u n le s s  t h e y  fu r t h e r  p r o v o k e  h im . T h e  

o g r e s  d e fe n d  t h e ir  m a s t e r  to  t h e  d e a th .

T r e a s u r e

T h e  c h e s t s  a r e  u n lo c k e d  a n d  l o a d e d  w it h  s i lv e r  a n d  g o ld  

c o i n s  ( 1 2 ,0 0 0  g p  to ta l) . O n e  o f  th e  c h e s t s  a ls o  c o n t a in s  

a  bag of holding, a n d  b a r s  o f  s o l i d  g o ld  ( 4 ,0 0 0  g p  w o r t h )  

a n d  s i lv e r  (a n o t h e r  4 ,0 0 0  gp ).

D e v e l o p m e n t s

I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  s u r r e n d e r  t o  B la g o t h k u s , h e  a s k s  

a b o u t  t h e ir  n a m e s , a l le g ia n c e s ,  a n d  p la n s . I f  t h e  c h a r ­

a c t e r s  r e p r e s e n t  t h e m s e lv e s  a s  e n e m ie s  o f  t h e  cu lt , th e  

g ia n t  s a y s , “ I  c a n  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e m . B u t  ju s t  in  c a s e ,  

y o u  s h o u ld  k n o w  th a t t h e y  a r e  e n t ire ly  s e r i o u s  a b o u t  

m a k in g  d r a g o n s  a  p o w e r  a lo n g  th e  c o a s t  a g a in . C a n  

y o u  im a g in e ?  T h e  n e r v e .”  I f  t h e y  s w a y  t h e  g ia n t  t o  t h e ir  

s id e ,  h e  l o c k s  h im s e l f  in  a r e a  1 9  a n d  g u id e s  t h e  c a s t le  

n o r t h w a r d  w h i le  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  d e a l  w it h  t h e  c u lt is t s  

a n d  t h e  w h it e  d r a g o n . B la g o t h k u s ’s  u lt im a te  d e s t in a t io n  

is  d e s c r i b e d  in  The Rise of Tiamat.

I f  a n y o n e  a t te m p ts  t o  w r e s t  t h e  c a s t le  f r o m  h im , B la g ­

o t h k u s  g o e s  t o  t h e  s t e e r in g  t o w e r  a n d  t r ie s  t o  c r a s h  th e  

c a s t l e  in  t h e  S p in e  o f  t h e  W o r ld ;  s e e  a r e a  19  fo r  d e ta i ls .  

I f  B la g o t h k u s  is  k i l le d ,  h is  s p ir it  t a k e s  o v e r  t h e  c a s t le ,  

w i t h  t h e  s a m e  e n d  re s u lt .

23. G i a n t  G u e s t  C h a m b e r s

T h e s e  r o o m s  a re  s e t  a s id e  fo r  g ia n t -s iz e d  g u e s t s  a n d  

h a v e  f u r n is h in g s  o f  t h e  a p p r o p r ia t e  s iz e .

Vanishing Wall o f Ice. In  e a c h  r o o m , a  la r g e  s e c t i o n  

o f  t h e  o u t e r  w a l l  v a n is h e s  f o r  1 m in u t e  w h e n  t o u c h e d , 

r e v e a l in g  a  i c y  la n d in g  p la t fo r m . L o n g  a g o , g ia n ts  w o u ld  

u s e  t h e s e  p la t fo r m s  t o  la n d  t h e ir  f ly in g  r o c  m o u n t s .



24 . Se r v a n t  B a r r a c k s

T w e n t y  kobolds a r e  t r y in g  t o  s le e p  h e r e  o n  d o z e n s  

o f  s m a ll  p i le s  o f  b e d d in g ,  fur, a n d  c l o t h e s .  T h e y  a re  

e x h a u s t e d  a n d  ig n o r e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  u n le s s  t h e y  a r e  in  

g r e a t  d a n g e r .  T h e y  h a v e  n o  t r e a s u r e .

C h a r a c t e r s  q u e s t i o n in g  t h e  k o b o l d  s e r v a n t s  m a y  m a k e  

a  D C  12  C h a r is m a  (P e r s u a s io n )  c h e c k . I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  

a r e  d r e s s e d  a s  c u lt is t s  a n d  a r e  fa ir ly  c o n v in c in g ,  n o  

c h e c k  is  r e q u ir e d .

E a c h  s u c c e s s  b r in g s  o n e  o f  th e  f o l l o w in g  b its  o f  in fo r ­

m a tio n  to  l ig h t; th e  f ir s t  fa i lu r e  b y  a n y  c h a r a c t e r  m e a n s  

th a t th e  k o b o ld s  u n ite  in  t h e ir  t e r r o r  o f  th e  c u lt is ts  a n d  g o  

c o m p le t e ly  s ilen t . I f  q u e s t io n e d  fu r th e r , th e y  s ta r t  s c r e a m ­

in g  fo r  h e lp  a n d  b a b b l in g  fo r  m e r c y : c o m p le t e ly  u s e le s s .

• A n  e l f  v a m p ir e  l iv e s  in  t h e  c r u m b l in g  t o w e r  (a r e a  18).

• B la g o th k u s  s till  s p e a k s  t o  h is  d e a d  w ife , a n d  h e r  s p ir it  

is  th e  c a s t le ’s  p ilo t  a n d  p ro te c to r .  I f  th e  g ia n t  d ie s , a ll 

th e  m a g ic  o f  th e  c a s t le  w i ll  b e  u n d o n e .

• T h e  h u m a n  d r a g o n -c u lt  p e o p le  d o n ’t r e a lly  u n d e rs t a n d  

d r a g o n s  th e  w a y  th a t k o b o ld s  d o .  D r a g o n s  a re  f in e  c r e a ­

t u r e s , b u t g r u m p y . T h e y  s a y  th e  tr e a s u r e  h e re  is  fo r  th e  

q u e e n  o f  a ll d r a g o n s , to  k e e p  h e r  f r o m  b e in g  g ru m p y .

• A  r e d - r o b e d  w iz a r d  i s  w o r k in g  w i t h  t h e  c u lt is t s ,  a n d  

h is  r o o m  (a r e a  1 2 ) is  o f f  l im it s  t o  a l l  k o b o ld s .

• T h e  w h it e  d r a g o n  C lo u d c h a s e r  l o v e s  f r o z e n  m e a t .

T o s s  it in to  t h e  c a v e r n  (a r e a  2 5 )  a n d  ru n !

25. M a i n  V a u l t

T h e  ic y  “ c o r e ”  o f  th e  c a s t l e  is  h o l l o w e d  o u t  w it h  t u n n e ls  

th a t b r e a k  t h e  s u r f a c e  at m u lt ip le  p o in t s .  T h e  w h it e  

d r a g o n , G la z h a e l  t h e  C lo u d c h a s e r ,  e n t e rs  a n d  le a v e s  

v ia  a  w id e  fu n n e l-s h a p e d  p a s s a g e w a y  th a t n a r r o w s  a s  

it d r a w s  c l o s e r  t o  th e  m a in  v a u lt, w h e r e  t h e  C u lt  o f  th e  

D r a g o n  s t o r e s  its  t r e a s u r e .

I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  e x p lo r e  th e  t u n n e ls ,  r e a d  o r  p a r a -  

p h r a s e  th e  fo l l o w in g :

T h e  w a l l s  o f  b l u e  ice a r e  p a r t l y  t r a n s p a r e n t ,  r ev ea l i n g  

v a r i o u s  t h i n g s  e m b e d d e d  in  t h e  i ce  al l  a r o u n d ,  i n c l u d in g  

c o in s ,  h e lm e t s ,  l i v e s t o c k ,  a h an d f u l  o f  k o b o ld s ,  an d  an  

o g r e  o r  t w o .  Fr o s t  c o a t s  t h e  t u n n e l  f l o o r s  an d  c r u n c h e s  

u n d e r f o o t .

W h e n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  r e a c h  th e  m a in  v a u lt , r e a d :

A l l  t u n n e l s  s e em  t o  l ead  t o  a c en t r a l  c o r e — a g l i t t e r i n g  

c a v e r n  o f  i ce  w i t h  j ag g ed  w a l l s  an d  i c i c l e s  t h e  s i z e  o f  

s t a l a c t i t e s .  T h i s  g r an d  v a u l t  is s p l i t  i n t o  t w o  l e v e l s :  an  

eg g - sh ap ed  u p p e r  l ev e l  w i t h  a s h e e r  l ed g e  o v e r l o o k in g  

a su n k en  l ev e l  3 0  f e e t  b e lo w ,  w h e r e  a m a ss i v e  p i l e  o f  

t r e a s u r e  r e s t s  b e n e a t h  an  i cy  g l az e.  C l i n g i n g  t o  t h e  c e i l i n g  

a b o v e  t h e  h o ar d ,  w in g s  t u c k e d  in  t i g h t  a l o n g  i t s s id es  w i t h  

c l a w s  g r i p p in g  t h e  i ce, is a h u g e  w h i t e  d r a g o n .

G la z h a e l  is  a n  adult white dragon th a t is  d o in g  h is  p a r t  

to  e n s u r e  th e  r i s e  o f  T ia m a t , h o p e fu l  th a t t h e  q u e e n  o f  

e v i l  d r a g o n s  w i l l  r e w a r d  h im  w i t h  u n to ld  p o w e r .  H e  

is , h o w e v e r ,  a  b it  o n  t h e  d im  s id e ,  t h in k in g  o f  v is it o r s

a s  e it h e r  s e r v a n t s  (w h o  b r in g  h im  f o o d )  o r  a s  e n e m ie s  

( w h o  d o  n o t  b r in g  h im  fo o d ) .  M o s t ly , G la z h a e l  is  p r o u d  

t o  g u a r d  t h is  t r e a s u r e  fo r  T ia m a t , h is  m o s t  g l o r i o u s  a n d  

p e r f e c t  q u e e n . H e  r a r e ly  t a lk s  t o  a n y  c u lt is t s  o t h e r  th a n  

T a lis  a n d  is  s u s p ic io u s  o f  R e z m ir  a n d  th e  o t h e r s .

I f  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  s p e a k  w it h  G la z h a e l , h e  r e s p o n d s  

w it h  a  p o m p o u s  s p e e c h  a b o u t  th e  s u p e r io r it y  o f  d r a g o n s  

o v e r  h u m a n s , d w a r v e s ,  a n d  s o  fo r th .



I f  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  f la tte r  h im  t o  a  l u d ic r o u s  d e g r e e ,  h e  

l is t e n s  t o  a n y t h in g  th a t s o u n d s  l ik e  fa w n in g , s e rv i le ,  

h e lp fu l  o b e d i e n c e  b u t  o f fe r s  n o t h in g  in  r e t u r n . H e  w il l  

g e n e r o u s ly  s p a r e  t h e  l iv e s  o f  t h o s e  w h o  o f fe r  h im  tr ib u te  

in  th e  fo r m  o f  t r e a s u r e  o r  f o o d . T h o s e  w h o  c h a l le n g e  

h im  b e c o m e  t a r g e ts  o f  h is  b r e a t h  w e a p o n .

W h e n  f ig h tin g , G la z h a e l  c l in g s  to  th e  c e i l in g  w h e n e v e r  

p o s s ib le ,  u s in g  h is  b re a th  w e a p o n  a n d  F r ig h t fu l  P r e s ­

e n c e  t o  s ta r t . I f  th a t d o e s n ’t s c a r e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  o ff, h e  

m a k e s  m e le e  a tta c k s  u n til h is  b re a th  w e a p o n  r e c h a r g e s .  

I f  d r o p p e d  to  fe w e r  th a n  4 0  h it p o in ts ,  h e  f le e s .  H e  c a n  

n a v ig a te  e v e n  t h e  n a r r o w  t u n n e ls  b y  t u c k in g  in  h is  w in g s .  

O n c e  o u t s id e ,  h e  a le r ts  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  c a s t le ,  s h o u t in g  

“ T h e y ’r e  a fte r  t h e  t r e a s u r e !”  in  D r a c o n ic .

C le v e r  c h a r a c t e r s  c a n  lu r e  t h e  d r a g o n  in t o  a  n a r r o w  

t u n n e l  w h e r e  it is  u n a b le  t o  m a n e u v e r  e f fe c t iv e ly . U n d e r  

s u c h  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  th e  d r a g o n  h a s  d is a d v a n t a g e  o n  its  

m e le e  a t ta c k s .

T r e a s u r e

W h e n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  in v e s t ig a te  t h e  h o a r d , r e a d :

T h e  f l o o r  o f  t h e  c a v e r n  is c a r p e t e d  in  g o ld ,  s i l v e r ,  co p p e r ,  

an d  j e w e l s ,  al l  sea le d  u n d e r  a sh e e t  o f  i ce . D o z en s  o f  o l d  

h u m a n  sk u l l s  an d  b o n es  a r e  a l s o  f r o z en  in  t h e  i ce.

T h e  t r e a s u r e  h o a r d  is  f r o z e n  in  i c e ,  a n d  it r e q u ir e s  

e it h e r  s e v e r a l  f ir e  s p e l ls  o r  a  l o n g  w a it  w i t h  b o n f i r e s  to  

m e lt  t h e  ic e .  T h e  h o a r d  in c lu d e s  5 0 0 ,0 0 0  c p ,  1 0 0 ,0 0 0  

s p , a n d  5 ,0 0 0  g p , a  f r o z e n  c h e s t  c o n t a in in g  8 0 0  p p  a n d  

21  s m a l l  b lu e  s a p p h ir e s  w o r t h  3 0 0  g p  e a c h , a  f r o z e n  

pot ion of gaseous form, a  +1 longsword, a +1 longbow, +1 

leather armor, a n d  bracers of defense.

D e v e l o p m e n t s

I f  th e  d r a g o n  is  s la in , t h e  cu lt is ts  a re  e n r a g e d  a n d  s e e k  

im m e d ia t e  v e n g e a n c e . T h e  m a jo r  c u lt  p la y e r s  o n  S k y ­

r e a c h  C a s t le  w i l l  c a l l  o u t  th e  o g r e s ,  w a k e  t h e  v a m p ir e , 

a n d  a s k  th e  R e d  W iz a r d s  to  f in d  th e  in t ru d e r s .  I f  th e  c h a r ­

a c te r s  a re  s t il l a r o u n d  a ft e r  t h e  d r a g o n  is  s la in , th e  e n tire  

c a s t le  is  o n  h ig h  a le r t  u n til th e y  a re  fo u n d  a n d  k il le d .

C o n c l u d i n g  

t h e  A d v e n t u r e

T h e  c r a s h  o r  c a p t u r e  o f  S k y r e a c h  C a s t le  m a r k s  t h e  e n d  

o f  Hoard of the Dragon Queen. I f  y o u  a r e  u s in g  t h e  m i le ­

s t o n e  e x p e r ie n c e  r u le , t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  r e a c h  8 t h  le v e l  fo r  

c o m p le t i n g  th e  a d v e n tu r e . B y  u n c o v e r in g  t h e  c u lt ’s  p la n s  

a n d  h i ja c k in g  a  h u g e  h o a r d  o f  t r e a s u r e ,  th e  c h a r a c t e r s  

h a v e  s lo w e d  a n d  d a m a g e d  t h e  c u l t ’s  c h a n c e s  o f  s u c c e s s .  

T h e y  m a y  a ls o  h a v e  s la in  o r  c a p t u r e d  im p o r t a n t  le a d e r s  

o f  th e  C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n . B u t  t h e r e  is  m u c h  m o r e  to  

c o m e .  T h e  c u lt  m o v e s  f o r w a r d  w i t h  its  p la n  t o  f r e e  t h e ir  

f iv e -h e a d e d  q u e e n  o u t  o f  t h e  N in e  H e l ls ,  a n d  t h e  m e r e  

l o s s  o f  w e a lt h  w i l l  n o t  s t o p  t h e  t r u e  fa n a t ic s .

The Rise of Tiamat  e x p a n d s  o n  t h e  f in a l  d r iv e  to  

d e s t r o y  t h e  C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n , a n d  it r e q u ir e s  g r e a t

n e w  p o w e r s  a n d  n e w  c o u r a g e . T h i n g s  g r o w  m u c h  

m o r e  d a n g e r o u s  f o r  t h e  a d v e n t u r e r s  a s  t h e y  s e e k  h e lp  

in  s t r a n g e  p la c e s ,  f r o m  th e  S e a  o f  M o v in g  I c e  t o  th e  

d e p t h s  o f  t h e  S e r p e n t  H il ls .  T h e y  m ig h t  f in d  a  g r e a t  

w e a p o n  a m o n g  t h e  g ia n t s  o r  u n c o v e r  a n  u n e x p e c t e d  

a lly  w i t h in  t h e  c u lt  i ts e l f.

U n le s s  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  p r e s s  o n , t h e  Q u e e n  o f  D r a g o n s  

m ig h t  y e t  e s t a b l is h  h e r  p e r s o n a l  r u le  o v e r  th e  la n d s  o f  

l e s s e r  c r e a t u r e s .  T h e  s t a k e s  a r e  h ig h  w h e n  t h e  g a t e s  to  

th e  N in e  H e l ls  o p e n , a n d  s c a ly  d o o m  c o m e s  o u t  o f  its  

la ir , fu l l  o f  f ir e  a n d  fa n g s .

T h e  c o n f l i c t  r e a c h e s  i ts  a p e x  at th e  W e ll  o f  D r a g o n s , 

w h e r e  t h e  c h a r a c t e r s  a n d  t h e ir  h a r d -w o n  a l l i e s  f a c e  

T ia m a t  a n d  h e r  g r e a t e s t  m in io n s  in  a  f ig h t t o  t h e  d e a th !



A p p e n d i x  A :  B a c k g r o u n d s

T h is  a p p e n d ix  p r o v i d e s  p la y e r s  w i t h  a n  e a s y  w a y  to  

c r e a t e  c h a r a c t e r s  w it h  c o m p e l l i n g  t ie s  t o  th e  e v e n ts  o f  

Hoard of the Dragon Queen.

B a c k g r o u n d  T e m p l a t e

B e lo w  is  a  b a c k g r o u n d  t e m p la te  th a t  a p p l ie s  to  a n y  

b a c k g r o u n d  th a t y o u  s e le c t  o r  c r e a t e .  Y o u  c a n  r e p la c e  

o r  a u g m e n t  s o m e  o r  a ll o f  th e  o p t i o n s  in  y o u r  c h o s e n  

b a c k g r o u n d  w it h  o n e  o r  m o r e  o f  t h e  e l e m e n t s  g iv e n  

b e lo w . E a c h  s e c t i o n  t e l ls  y o u  w h e t h e r  it r e p la c e s  o r  a d d s  

t o  y o u r  b a c k g r o u n d .

T h e  S t o r y  T h u s  Fa r  ...

A s  t h e  C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n  h a s  g r o w n  b o ld e r ,  its  a c t io n s  

h a v e  d r a w n  a tte n tio n . Y o u r  c h a r a c t e r  h a s  s t u m b le d  in to  

th e  C u lt ’s  s c h e m e  in  s o m e  m a n n e r  o r  h a s  a  c o n n e c t io n  

to  d r a g o n s .  T h e  fo l l o w in g  t a b le s  p r o v id e  y o u  w it h  b o n d s  

t a i lo r e d  to  t h is  c a m p a ig n . U s e  t h e m  in  p la c e  o f  o r  in  

a d d it io n  t o  th e  o n e s  y o u  s e le c t e d  f r o m  (o r  c r e a t e d  for )  

y o u r  b a c k g r o u n d .

B o n d  (d 1 0 )

1. Le o s in  Er l an t h a r ,  a w a n d e r i n g  m o n k ,  o n c e  sav ed  y o u r  l i f e.  

H e ’s se n t  u r g en t  w o r d  f o r  yo u  t o  m e e t  h im  in  a sm a l l  t o w n  

ca l l e d  G r e e n e s t .  Lo o k s  l i k e i t ’ s t i m e  t o  p ay  o f f  t h a t  d eb t .

2 . W h e n  an  o r c  r a id  d r o v e  y o u r  f a m i l y  f r o m  y o u r  h o m e ,  t h e  

p e o p l e  o f  G r e e n e s t  t o o k  yo u  in . A n y o n e  w h o  t h r ea t e n s  

G r e e n e s t  is y o u r  sw o r n  en e m y .

3. Ev e r y  f i v e  n i g h t s ,  y o u  h av e a s t r an g e  s e q u e n c e  o f  a p o c a l y p t i c  

d r e a m s .  T h e  w o r l d  is d e s t r o y e d  b y co ld ,  ch o k i n g  f u m e s ,  

l i g h t n i n g  s t o r m s ,  w av e s  o f  ac id ,  an d  h o r r i b l e  f i r e . Each  

t i m e ,  t h e  d r ea m  en d s  w i t h  t en  ev i l  ey es g l a r i n g  at  yo u  f r o m  

t h e  d a r k n es s .  Yo u  f ee l  a s t r a n g e  c o m p u l s i o n  t o  t r av e l  t o  

G r e e n e s t .  Pe r h a p s  t h e  a n s w e r  t o  t h e  r i d d l e  o f  y o u r  d r e am s  

aw a i t s  yo u  t h e r e .

4 . O n t h a r r  Fr u m e ,  a c r u s a d in g  w a r r i o r  an d  c h a m p io n  o f  g o o d ,  

is y o u r  f r i en d  an d  m en t o r .  H e  h as ask ed  yo u  t o  t r av e l  t o  

G r e e n e s t  in  sea r ch  o f  r u m o r s  o f  i n c r e a s in g  d r a g o n  ac t i v i t y .

5. Yo u  h av e h ear d  r u m o r s  t h a t  y o u r  c l o s e  c h i l d h o o d  f r i e n d ,  a 

h al f - e l f  n am e d  T al i s ,  h as  b een  k i d n a p p e d  b y a s t r an g e  g r o u p  

o f  d r ag o n  c u l t i s t s .  Yo u r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  i n t o  t h e  c u l t  h av e led  

yo u  t o  t h e  t o w n  o f  G r e e n e s t .  Yo u  m u s t  sav e  h er !

6 . Be in g  t h e  g r an d c h i l d  o f  a r e n o w n ed  d r a g o n  s l ay e r  is u su a l l y  

a g o o d  w ay  t o  im p r e ss  p eo p le ,  b u t  j u s t  l as t  w e e k  a g an g  o f  

r u f f i an s a t t a c k  y o u .  Yo u  b a r e l y  e sc a p e d  w i t h  y o u r  l i f e,  b u t  

as  yo u  f led ,  t h e  r u f f i an s t o l d  yo u  t h a t  t h e  C u l t  o f  t h e  D r ag o n  

n e v e r  f o r g e t s  an d  a lw ay s  av en g es .  Y o u ’ re h o p in g  t o  l ie l o w  in 

a s l ee p y  l i t t l e  t o w n  ca l l e d  G r e e n e s t  u n t i l  t h i s  b l o w s  o ver .

7. O n  h is d e a t h b e d ,  y o u r  f a t h e r  c o n f e ss e d  t h a t  h e h ad  b e c o m e  

i n v o l v e d  w i t h  a g r o u p  ca l l e d  t h e  C u l t  o f  t h e  D r ag o n .  T h e y  

p aid  h im  t o  sm u g g le  g o o d s  ac r o s s  t h e  Sw o r d  Co as t .  W r a c k e d  

b y g u i l t ,  h e b eg g ed  yo u  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  c u l t  an d  u n d o  t h e  

ev i l  h e  m ay  h av e  h e lp ed  f o s t e r .  H e  u r g ed  yo u  t o  b eg in  y o u r  

sea r ch  in  a t o w n  ca l l ed  G r e e n e s t .

8 . T h e  d r a g o n s  d es t r o y e d  e v e r y t h i n g  yo u  h o ld  d ear . T h e y  k i l led  

y o u r  f a m i l y  an d  d e s t r o y e d  y o u r  h o m e .  N o w ,  w i t h  n o t h i n g  

b u t  w h a t  yo u  ca r r y  o n  y o u r  b ack  an d  a h o r r i d  s c a r  o f  t h e  n e ar  

f a t a l  w o u n d s  y o u  su s t a i n e d  in  t h e  a t t a ck ,  yo u  seek  r ev en g e .

9. Yo u  an d  y o u r  f a m i l y  w e r e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C u l t  o f  t h e  D r ag o n ,  

u n t i l  y o u r  r i va l s  in  t h e  cu l t  a r r an g ed  t o  w ip e  yo u  o u t .  T h o u g h  

t h e y  s l a u g h t e r e d  y o u r  k in , y o u  su r v i v e d ,  b u t  t h ey  t h i n k  

y o u ’ re d ead .  N o w  is y o u r  c h a n c e  f o r  v e n g e a n c e !  Yo u r  h i t

l i s t  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h r ee  n a m e s :  a h u m a n  c u l t i s t  n am e d  Fr u l am  

M o n d a t h ,  a h al f - o r c  n am e d  Bo g  Lu ck ,  an d  a h al f - d r ag o n  

n a m e d  Rez m i r .  Yo u  h av e  a r r i v ed  in  G r e e n e s t ,  k n o w i n g  i t ’ s 

n ex t  o n  t h e  c u l t ’ s l i s t  o f  t a r g e t s .

10. Yo u  h av e a sec r e t .  Yo u  o n c e  w e r e  a g o ld  d r ag o n  w h o  se r v ed  

Ba h a m u t .  Yo u  w e r e  t o o  p r o u d  an d  v a in ,  t o  t h e  p o in t  t h a t  

Ba h a m u t  d e c id e d  t o  t ea ch  yo u  a l es so n .  Yo u  h av e b een  

t r a p p e d  in  a w e ak ,  h u m a n o id  b o d y, w i t h  y o u r  m e m o r i e s  o f  

y o u r  f o r m e r  l i f e  b u t  a d i m  sh a d o w .  Yo u  r e m e m b e r  o n l y  o n e  

t h i n g  w i t h  p e r f e c t  c l a r i t y :  Ba h a m u t ’s c o m m a n d  t o  g o  i n t o  t h e  

w o r l d  an d  p r o v e  y o u r  d e v o t i o n  t o  t h e  c a u se  o f  g o o d .  I f  yo u  

p r o v e  w o r t h y ,  o n  y o u r  d ea t h  yo u  w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  h i s s i d e  in  y o u r  

t r u e  f o r m .

O p t i o n a l  F e a t u r e s

B e lo w  a r e  t w o  o p t io n a l  fe a t u r e s  th a t  y o u  c a n  c h o o s e  

in  p la c e  o f  t h e  fe a tu r e  n o r m a lly  g r a n t e d  b y  y o u r  

b a c k g r o u n d .

O p t i o n a l  F e a t u r e : C u l t  o f  t h e  D r a g o n  

I n f i l t r a t o r

Y o u  h a v e  in f ilt r a te d  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  C u lt  o f  th e  D r a g o n . 

H a v in g  s p i e d  o n  t h e  o r g a n iz a t io n  f o r  q u ite  s o m e  t im e , 

y o u  a r e  fa m i l ia r  w it h  its  i n n e r  w o r k in g s  a n d  c u s t o m s .  

Y o u  h a v e  a  s e c o n d  id e n t ity  a s  a n  in itia te  o f  th e  cu lt , 

e n o u g h  o f  a  fa c a d e  t o  b le n d  in  a s  a  s im p le  g r u n t  o r  

s e r v a n t .

O p t i o n a l  F e a t u r e : D r a g o n  S c h o l a r

Y o u  h a v e  s t u d ie d  d r a g o n s  a n d  t h e ir  lo r e  fo r  m a n y  y e a r s .  

Y o u  c a n  a u t o m a t ic a l ly  id e n t i fy  lo c a t i o n s  b u i lt  o r  u s e d  

b y  d r a g o n s  a n d  c a n  id e n t i fy  d r a g o n  e g g s  a n d  s c a le s  b y  

s ig h t . I f  y o u  fa i l a n  I n t e l l ig e n c e  c h e c k  to  r e c a l l  l o r e  re la t ­

in g  t o  d r a g o n s , y o u  k n o w  s o m e o n e  o r  s o m e  b o o k  y o u  

c a n  c o n s u lt  f o r  th e  a n s w e r  u n le s s  t h e  D M  r u le s  th a t th e  

lo r e  is  u n k n o w n .



A p p e n d i x  B : M o n s t e r s

A m b u s h  D r a k e

Medium dragon, unaligned

Armor Class 13 (n a t u r a l  a r m o r )

Hit Points 22  (4 d 6  +  8 )

Speed 30  f t .

STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA

13 (+ 1) 15 (+ 2) 14 (+ 2) 4  (- 3 ) 11 (+ 0 ) 6  (- 2 )

Skills Pe r c e p t i o n  + 4 , St e a l t h  + 4  

Damage Resistances p o i so n  

Senses d ar k v i s i o n  6 0  f t . ,  p as s i v e  Pe r c e p t i o n  14 

Languages u n d e r s t a n d s  D r a c o n i c  b u t  c a n ’ t  sp ea k  i t  

Challenge 1/ 2 (1 0 0  X P)

Pack Tact ics. T h e  d r ak e  h as  a d v an t a g e  o n  an  a t t a c k  r o l l  ag a i n s t  

a c r ea t u r e  i f  a t  l ea s t  o n e  o f  t h e  d r ak e 's  a l l i e s is w i t h i n  5 f ee t  o f  

t h e  c r ea t u r e  an d  t h e  a l l y  i s n ’t  i n c ap a c i t a t e d .

Surprise At tack. I f  t h e  d r ak e  s u r p r i s e s  a c r e a t u r e  an d  h i t s  i t  

w i t h  an  a t t a c k  d u r i n g  t h e  f i r s t  r o u n d  o f  co m b a t ,  t h e  t a r g e t  t ak es  

an  ex t r a 7 (2 d 6 ) d a m a g e  f r o m  t h e  a t t ack .

A c t i o n s ______________________________________________

Bite. M elee W eapon At tack: + 4  t o  h i t ,  r each  5 f t . ,  o n e  t a r g e t .

Hit : 4  (1d 6  +  1) p i e r c i n g  d am ag e .

A z b a r a  J o s

Medium humanoid (human), lawful evil

Armor Class 13 (1 6  w i t h  mage armor)

Hit Points 39  (6 d 8  +  12)

Speed 3 0  f t .

STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA

9 (- 1 ) 16 (+ 3 ) 14 (+ 2 ) 16 (+ 3) 13 (+ 1) 11 (+ 0 )

Saving Throws In t  +5, W i s  + 3

Skills A r c a n a  + 5, D e c e p t i o n  + 2 , In s i g h t  + 3, St e a l t h  + 5 

Senses p a ss i v e  Pe r ce p t i o n  11

Languages C o m m o n ,  D r a c o n i c ,  In f e r n a l ,  Pr im o r d ia l ,  T h a y an  

Challenge 4  (1 ,1 0 0 )

Special Equipment . A z b a r a  h as t w o  sc r o l l s  o f  mage armor.

Potent  Cantrips. W h e n  A z b ar a  c as t s  an  e v o c a t i o n  c a n t r i p  an d  

m is se s ,  o r  t h e  t a r g e t  s u c c e e d s  o n  i t s  sa v i n g  t h r o w ,  t h e  t a r g e t  

s t i l l  t ak e s  h a l f  t h e  c a n t r i p ’s d a m a g e  b u t  su f f e r s  n o  o t h e r  e f f ec t .

Sculpt  Spells. W h e n  A z b a r a  c as t s  an  e v o c a t i o n  sp e l l  t h a t  

a f f ec t s  o t h e r  c r e a t u r e s  t h a t  h e  can  see ,  h e  c an  c h o o s e  a 

n u m b e r  o f  t h e m  eq u a l  t o  1 +  t h e  s p e l l ’ s l ev e l  t o  su c c ee d  o n  

t h e i r  s a v i n g  t h r o w s  a g a i n s t  t h e  sp e l l .  T h o s e  c r e a t u r e s  t ak e  n o  

d a m a g e  i f  t h e y  w o u ld  n o r m a l l y  t ak e  h a l f  d a m a g e  f r o m  t h e  sp e l l .

Spellcast ing. A z b ar a  is a 6 t h - level  s p e l l c a s t e r  t h a t  u ses 

In t e l l i g en c e  as h i s s p e l l c a s t i n g  ab i l i t y  (sp e l l  sav e  D C  13, + 5 t o  

h i t  w i t h  sp e l l  a t t a c k s ).  A z b ar a  h as  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  sp e l l s  p r ep ar ed  

f r o m  t h e  w i z a r d  sp e l l  l i st :

C an t r i p s  (a t  w i l l ) :  mage hand, prest idigitat ion, ray o f  frost , 

shocking grasp

1 st  l ev el  (4  s l o t s ):  fog  cloud, magic missile, shield, t hunderwave 

2 n d  l ev e l  (3  s l o t s ):  invisibilit y, misty step, scorching ray 

3 rd  l ev el  (3  s l o t s ):  counterspell, dispel magic, f i r ebal l

A c t i o n s ______________________________________________

Dagger. M elee or Ranged W eapon At tack: + 5 t o  h i t ,  r each  5 f t .  

o r  r an g ed  2 0  f t . / 6 0  f t . ,  o n e  t a r g e t .  H it : 5 (1d 4  +  3) p i e r c i n g  

d am ag e .



B l a g o t h k u s

Huge giant  (cloud giant), neutral evil

Armor Class 17 (s p l i n t )

Hit Points 138 (1 2 d 12 +  6 0 )

Speed 40 ft.

STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA

2 6  (+ 8 ) 13 (+ 1) 2 0  (+ 5 ) 16 (+ 3 ) 15 (+ 2 ) 15 (+ 2)

Saving Throws Co n  + 9, W i s  + 6 , Ch a + 6

Skills A r c a n a  + 7, In s i g h t  + 6 , In t im id a t i o n  + 6 , Pe r c e p t i o n  + 6

Senses p as s i v e  Pe r ce p t i o n  16

Languages C o m m o n ,  D r a c o n i c ,  G i a n t

Challenge 9 (5 ,0 0 0  X P)

Keen Smell. Bl ag o t h k u s  h as  ad v a n t a g e  o n  W i s d o m  (Pe r c e p t i o n ) 

c h ec k s  t h a t  r e l y  o n  sm e l l .

Innate Spellcast ing. Bl a g o t h k u s  can  i n n a t e l y  c a s t  t h e  f o l l o w in g  

sp e l l s  (s p e l l  sav e  D C  1 5), r eq u i r i n g  n o  m a t e r i a l  c o m p o n e n t s :

3 / d ay e a c h :  f o g  cloud, levitate

Spellcast ing. Bl ag o t h k u s  is a 5 t h - level  s p e l l c a s t e r  t h a t  u ses 

In t e l l i g en c e  as h is s p e l l c a s t i n g  ab i l i t y  (sp e l l  sav e  D C  15, + 7 

t o  h i t  w i t h  sp e l l  a t t a c k s ).  Bl ag o t h k u s  h as  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  sp e l l s  

p r e p a r ed  f r o m  t h e  w i z a r d  sp e l l  l i st :

C a n t r i p s  (at  w i l l ) :  l ight , mage hand, prest idigit at ion 

1 st  l ev e l  (4  s l o t s ):  det ect  magic, ident ify, magic missile, shield 

2 n d  l ev el  (3  s l o t s ):  gust  o f  wind, misty step, shat ter  

3 rd  l ev e l  (2  s l o t s ):  f l y, l ightning bolt

A c t i o n s ______________________________________________

M ult iat tack. Bl a g o t h k u s  a t t a c k s  t w i c e  w i t h  h is m o r n in g s t a r .

Morningstar. M elee W eapon At tack: + 10  t o  h i t ,  r each  10  f t . ,  o n e  

t a r g e t .  Hit : 21 (3 d 8  +  8 ) p i e r c i n g  d am ag e .

C a p t a i n  O t h e l s t a n

Medium humanoid (human), lawful evil

Armor Class 19 (sp l i n t ,  sh i e l d )

Hit Points 93  (11d 10 +  33)

Speed 3 0  f t .

STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA

19 (+ 4 ) 10 (+ 0 ) 16 (+ 3 ) 13 (+ 1) 14 (+ 2 ) 12 (+ 1)

Saving Throws St r  + 7, Co n  + 6

Skills A t h le t i c s  + 7, In t im id a t i o n  + 4 , Pe r c e p t i o n  + 5 , Re l i g i o n  + 4  

Senses p as s i v e  Pe r c e p t i o n  15 

Languages C o m m o n ,  D r a c o n i c ,  G i a n t  

Challenge 5 (1,800)

Act ion Surge (Recharges when Othelstan Finishes a Short  or 

Long Rest). O n  h i s t u r n ,  O t h e l s t a n  c an  t ak e  o n e  a d d i t i o n a l  

ac t i o n .

Tiamat ’s Blessing o f  Ret ribut ion. W h e n  O t h e l s t a n  t ak es  

d a m a g e  t h a t  r e d u ce s  h im  t o  0  h i t  p o i n t s ,  h e  im m e d ia t e l y  

r eg a in s  2 0  h i t  p o i n t s .  I f  h e h as  2 0  h i t  p o i n t s  o r  f e w e r  at  t h e  en d  

o f  h i s n ex t  t u r n ,  h e d i es.

A c t i o n s _____________________________________________

M ult iat tack. O t h e l s t a n  a t t a c k s  t w i c e  w i t h  h i s f la i l  o r  sp ear ,  o r  

m ak es  t w o  r an g ed  a t t a ck s  w i t h  h i s sp ea r s .

Flail. M elee W eapon At tack: +7 t o  h i t ,  r each  5 f t . ,  o n e  t a r g e t .

Hit : 8 ( 1d 8  +  4 ) b l u d g eo n in g  d am ag e .

Spear. M elee or Ranged W eapon At tack: + 7 t o  h i t ,  r each  5 f t .  

o r  r an g ed  2 0  f t . / 6 0  f t . ,  o n e  t a r g e t .  Hit : 7 ( 1d 6  +  4 ) p i e r c i n g  

d am ag e .

D r a g o n c l a w

Medium humanoid (human), neutral evil

Armor Class 14 ( l e a t h e r  a r m o r )

Hit Points 16 (3 d 8  +  3)

Speed 3 0  f t .

STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA

9 (- 1 ) 16 (+ 3 ) 13 (+ 1) 11 (+ 0 ) 10 (+ 0 ) 12 (+ 1)

Saving Throws W i s  + 2 

Skills D e c e p t i o n  + 3, St e a l t h  + 5 

Senses p a s s i v e  Pe r c e p t i o n  10 

Languages C o m m o n ,  D r a c o n i c  

Challenge 1 (2 0 0  X P)

Dragon Fanat ic. T h e  d r a g o n c la w  h as ad v a n t a g e  o n  s a v i n g  

t h r o w s  ag a i n s t  b e i n g  c h a r m e d  o r  f r i g h t e n e d .  W h i l e  t h e  

d r a g o n c la w  can  see  a d r a g o n  o r  h i g h e r - r an k in g  C u l t  o f  t h e  

D r ag o n  c u l t i s t  f r i e n d l y  t o  i t , t h e  d r a g o n c la w  i g n o r es  t h e  e f f ec t s  

o f  b e in g  c h a r m e d  o r  f r i g h t e n e d .

Fanat ical Advantage. O n c e  p e r  t u r n ,  i f  t h e  d r a g o n c la w  m ak es  

a w e a p o n  a t t a c k  w i t h  a d v an t a g e  o n  t h e  a t t a c k  ro l l  an d  h i t s ,  i t  

d ea l s  an  ex t r a 7 (2 d 6 ) d am ag e .

Pack Tactics. T h e  d r a g o n c la w  h as ad v a n t a g e  o n  an  a t t a c k  ro l l  

ag a i n s t  a c r e a t u r e  i f  a t  l e a s t  o n e  o f  t h e  d r a g o n c la w ’s a l l i e s  is 

w i t h i n  5 f e e t  o f  t h e  c r e a t u r e  an d  t h e  a l l y  i s n ’t  i n c ap a c i t a t e d .

A c t i o n s ______________________________________________

M ult iat tack. T h e  d r a g o n c la w  a t t a c k s  t w i c e  w i t h  i t s  sc im i t a r .

Scimitar. M elee W eapon At tack: + 5 t o  h i t ,  r each  5 f t . ,  o n e  

t a r g e t .  Hit : 6 ( 1d 6  +  3 ) s l a s h i n g  d am ag e .

D r a g o n w i n g

A  d r a g o n w in g  u ses t h e  d r a g o n c la w  s t a t  b l o ck  ex cep t  t h a t  it  

h as d o u b le  t h e  n o r m a l  h i t  p o i n t s ,  d o u b l e  t h e  n o r m a l  h i t  d i ce, 

an d  is C h a l l en g e  Ra t i n g  2 (4 5 0  X P) .  A  m o r e  d et a i l ed  s t a t i s t i c s  

b l o ck  f o r  t h e  d r a g o n w in g  w i l l  ap p ea r  in  The Rise o f  Tiamat .



D r a l m o r r e r  B o r n g r a y

Medium humanoid (high-elf), neutral evil

Armor Class 16 (s t u d d e d  l e a t h e r  a r m o r ,  

sh i e l d )

Hit Points 5 2  (7 d 10  +  14)

Speed 3 0  f t .

STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA

18 (+ 4 ) 14 (+ 2 ) 14 (+ 2 ) 16 (+ 3 ) 1 0  (+ 0 ) 8 (- 1 )

Saving Throws St r  + 6 , Co n  + 4

Skills A r c a n a  + 5 , D e c e p t i o n  + 1, In s i g h t  + 2 , Pe r c e p t i o n  + 2, 

Re l i g i o n  + 5

Senses d a r k v i s i o n  6 0  f t . ,  p as s i v e  Pe r c e p t i o n  12 

Languages C o m m o n ,  Bu l l y w u g ,  D r a c o n i c ,  El v i s h ,  G o b l i n ,  

Sy l v a n  

Challenge 3 (7 0 0  X P)

Fey Ancestry. D r a l m o r r e r  h as  ad v a n t a g e  o n  sa v i n g  t h r o w s  

a g a i n s t  b e i n g  c h a r m e d ,  an d  m a g i c  c a n ’t  p u t  h im  t o  s l eep .

Spellcast ing. D r a l m o r r e r  is a 7 t h - level  s p e l l c a s t e r  t h a t  u ses 

In t e l l i g en c e  as h i s s p e l l c a s t i n g  a b i l i t y  (s p e l l  sav e  D C  13, + 5 

t o  h i t  w i t h  sp e l l  a t t a c k s ).  D r a l m o r r e r  h as t h e  f o l l o w i n g  sp e l l s  

p r ep ar e d  f r o m  t h e  w i z a r d  sp e l l  l i st :

C a n t r i p s  (a t  w i l l ) : f i r e bolt , prest idigitat ion, shocking grasp 

1 st  l ev el  (4  s l o t s ):  longst r ider, magic missile, shield, thunderwave 

2 n d  l ev el  (2  s l o t s ):  magic weapon, misty step

War Magic. W h e n  D r a l m o r r e r  u ses  h i s ac t i o n  t o  c a s t  a can t r i p ,  

h e can  a l so  t a k e  a b o n u s  ac t i o n  t o  m ak e  o n e  w e a p o n  a t t ac k .

Weapon Bond. Pr o v i d e d  h i s l o n g sw o r d  is o n  t h e  sa m e  p lan e , 

D r a l m o r r e r  can  t ak e  a b o n u s  ac t i o n  t o  t e l e p o r t  i t  t o  h i s  h an d .

A c t i o n s _____________________________________________

M ult iat tack. D r a l m o r r e r  a t t a c k s  t w i c e ,  e i t h e r  w i t h  h is 

l o n g sw o r d  o r  d ag g e r .

Longsword. M elee W eapon At tack: + 6  t o  h i t ,  r each  5 f t . ,  o n e  

t a r g e t .  Hit : 8 ( 1d 8  +  4 ) s l a s h in g  d am ag e .

Dagger. M elee or  Ranged W eapon At tack: + 6  t o  h i t ,  r each  5 f t .  

o r  r an g ed  2 0  f t . / 6 0  f t . ,  o n e  t a r g e t .  H i t : 6 (1d 4  +  4 ) p i e r c i n g  

d am ag e .

F r u l a m  M o n d a t h

Medium humanoid (human), lawful evil

Armor Class 16 (ch a i n  m a i l )

Hit Points 4 4  (8 d 8  +  8 )

Speed 3 0  f t .

STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA

14 (+ 2) 10  (+ 0 ) 13 (+ 1) 11 (+ 0 ) 18 (+ 4 ) 15 (+ 2)

Saving Throws W i s  + 6 , Ch a  + 4

Skills D e c e p t i o n  + 4 , H i s t o r y  + 2 , Re l i g i o n  + 2 

Senses p a ss i v e  Pe r c e p t i o n  14 

Languages C o m m o n ,  D r a c o n i c ,  In f e r n a l  

Challenge 2  (4 5 0  X P)

Spellcast ing. Fr u l a m  is a 5 t h - level  s p e l l c a s t e r  t h a t  u ses  W i s d o m  

as h e r  s p e l l c a s t i n g  ab i l i t y  (sp el l  sa v e  D C  14, + 6  t o  h i t  w i t h  sp e l l  

a t t a c k s ).  Fr u l a m  h as t h e  f o l l o w i n g  sp e l l s  p r e p a r ed  f r o m  t h e  

c l e r i c  sp e l l  l i st :

C a n t r i p s  (a t  w i l l ) :  l ight , sacred f lam e, thaumaturgy 

1 st  l ev el  (4  s l o t s ):  command, cure wounds, healing word, 

sanctuary

2 n d  l evel  (3  s l o t s ):  calm emot ions, hold person, spir i tual weapon 

3 rd  l ev el  (2  s l o t s ):  mass healing word, spirit  guardians

A c t i o n s ______________________________________________

Mult iat tack. Fr u l am  a t t ack s  t w i c e  w i t h  h e r  h alb er d .

Halberd. M elee Weapon At tack: + 5 t o  h i t ,  r each  10  f t . ,  o n e  

t a r g e t .  Hit : 7 ( 1d 10 +  2 ) b l u d g e o n in g  d am ag e .



G u a r d  D r a k e

Medium dragon, unaligned

Armor Class 14 (n a t u r a l  a r m o r )

Hit Points 52 (7 d 8  +  21)

Sp e e d  3 0  f t .

STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA

16 (+ 3) 11 (+ 0 ) 16 (+ 3 ) 4  (- 3 ) 10 (+ 0 ) 7 (- 2 )

Skills Pe r ce p t i o n  + 2

Damage Resistances l i g h t n i n g

Senses d a r k v i s i o n  6 0  f t . ,  p a ss i v e  Pe r ce p t i o n  12

Languages u n d e r s t a n d s  D r a c o n i c  b u t  c a n ’ t  sp ea k  it

Challenge 2 (4 5 0  X P)

A c t i o n s ____________________________________

M ult iat tack. T h e  d r ak e a t t a c k s  t w i c e ,  o n c e  w i t h  i t s  b i t e  an d  

o n c e  w i t h  i t s  t a i l .

Bite. M elee W eapon At tack: + 5 t o  h i t ,  r each  5 f t . ,  o n e  t a r g e t .

Hit : 7 ( 1d 8  +  3) p i e r c i n g  d am ag e .

Tail. M elee W eapon At tack: + 5 t o  h i t ,  r each  5 f t . ,  o n e  t a r g e t .  Hit : 

6 (1d 6 +  3) b l u d g e o n in g  d am ag e .

Ja m n a  G l e a m s i l v e r

Small humanoid (gnome), neutral

Armor Class 15 ( l e a t h e r  a r m o r )

Hit Points 22 (4d6 + 8)

Speed 2 5  f t .

STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA

8 (- 1 ) 17 (+ 3) 14 (+ 2 ) 15 (+ 2 ) 10 (+ 0 ) 12 (+ 1)

Saving Throws D ex  + 5, In t  + 4

Skills A c r o b a t i c s  + 5, D e c e p t i o n  + 3, In s i g h t + 2 , Pe r ce p t i o n  + 4 , 

Pe r s u a s io n  + 3, St e a l t h  + 7 

Senses d a r k v i s i o n  6 0  f t .,  p a ss i v e  Pe r ce p t i o n  14 

Languages C o m m o n ,  G n o m i s h ,  G o b l i n ,  Sy l v an  

Challenge 1 (2 0 0  X P)

Cunning Act ion. Ja m n a  can  t ak e  a b o n u s  ac t i o n  t o  t ak e  t h e  

D as h ,  D i s en g ag e ,  o r  H id e  ac t i o n .

Gnome Cunning. Ja m n a  h as  ad v a n t a g e  o n  In t e l l i g en ce ,

W i s d o m ,  an d  C h a r i s m a  sa v i n g  t h r o w s  ag a i n s t  m ag i c .

Spellcast ing. Ja m n a  is a 4 t h - l ev el  s p e l l c a s t e r  t h a t  u ses  

In t e l l i g en c e  as h e r  sp e l l c a s t i n g  ab i l i t y  (sp el l  sav e  D C  12, + 4  t o  

h i t  w i t h  sp e l l  a t t a c k s ).  Ja m n a  h as  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  sp e l l s  p r ep ar ed  

f r o m  t h e  w i z a r d  sp e l l  l i st :

C a n t r i p s  (a t  w i l l ) :  mage hand, m inor  i llusion, prest idigitat ion, ray 

o f  frost

1 st  l ev e l  (3  s l o t s ):  charm person, color spray, disguise self, 

longst r ider

A c t i o n s ____________________________________

M ult iat tack. Ja m n a  a t t a c k s  t w i c e  w i t h  h e r  sh o r t s w o r d s .

Shortsword. M elee W eapon At tack: + 5 t o  h i t ,  r each  5 f t . ,  o n e  

t a r g e t .  Hit : 6  (1d 6  +  3) p i e r c i n g  d a m ag e ,  o r  9 (1d 6  +  3 p l u s 1d 6 ) 

p i e r c i n g  d am ag e  i f  t h e  t a r g e t  is M e d iu m  o r  lar g er .

L a n g d e d r o s a  C y a n w r a t h

M edium humanoid (half-dragon), lawful evil

Armor Class 17 (sp l i n t )

Hit Points 57  (6 d 12  +  18)

Speed 3 0  f t .

STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA

19 (+ 4 ) 13 (+ 1) 16 (+ 3 ) 10 (+ 0 ) 14 (+ 2 ) 12 (+ 1)

Saving Throws St r  + 6 , Co n  + 5

Skills A t h le t i c s  + 6 , In t im id a t i o n  + 3, Pe r ce p t i o n  + 4

Damage Resistances l i g h t n i n g

Senses b l i n d s i g h t  10 f t ., d a r k v i s i o n  6 0  f t . ,  p as s i v e  Pe r ce p t i o n  14 

Languages C o m m o n ,  D r a c o n i c  

Challenge 4 (1 ,1 0 0  X P)

Act ion Surge (Recharges when Langdedrosa Finishes a Short  or 

Long Rest). O n  h i s t u r n ,  La n g d e d r o s a  can  t ak e  o n e  ad d i t i o n a l  

ac t i o n .

Improved Crit ical. La n g d e d r o s a ’s w e a p o n  a t t a ck s  sc o r e  a 

c r i t i ca l  h i t  o n  a ro l l  o f  19 o r  2 0 .

A c t i o n s ____________________________________

M ult iat tack. La n g d e d r o s a  a t t a ck s  t w i c e ,  e i t h e r  w i t h  h is 

g r e a t s w o r d  o r  sp ear .

Greatsword. M elee Weapon At tack: + 6  t o  h i t ,  r each  5 f t . ,  o n e  

t a r g e t .  Hit : 11 (2 d 6  +  4 ) s l a s h i n g  d am ag e .

Spear. M elee or Ranged W eapon At tack: + 6  t o  h i t ,  r each  5 f t .  

o r  r an g ed  2 0  f t . / 6 0  f t . ,  o n e  t a r g e t .  Hit : 7 ( 1d 6  +  4 ) p i e r c i n g  

d am ag e .

Lightning Breath (Recharge 5-6). La n g d e d r o sa  b r ea t h es  

l i g h t n i n g  in  a 3 0 - f o o t  l i n e  t h a t  is 5 f e e t  w id e .  Eac h  c r e a t u r e  

in  t h e  l i n e  m u s t  m ak e a D C  13 D e x t e r i t y  sa v i n g  t h r o w ,  t a k i n g  

2 2  (4 d 1 0 ) l i g h t n i n g  d a m ag e  o n  a f a i l e d  sav e,  o r  h a l f  as m u ch  

d a m a g e  o n  a s u c c es s f u l  o n e .

P h a r b l e x  S p a t t e r g o o

Medium humanoid (bullywug), chaot ic evil

Armor Class 15 (s t u d d e d  l ea t h e r  a r m o r ,  sh i e l d )

Hit Points 59  (7 d 8  +  2 8 )

Speed 2 0  f t . ,  sw im  4 0  f t .

STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA

15 (+ 2) 12 (+ 1) 18 (+ 4 ) 11 (+ 0 ) 16 (+ 3) 7 (- 2 )

Saving Throws St r  + 4 , Co n  + 6  

Skills Pe r ce p t i o n  + 5 , Re l i g i o n  + 2 , St e a l t h  + 3 

Senses p as s i v e  Pe r ce p t i o n  15 

Languages C o m m o n ,  Bu l l y w u g  

Challenge 3 (7 0 0  X P)

Amphibious. Ph ar b le x  c an  b r ea t h e  a i r  an d  w a t er .

Poison St r ike (3/Day). O n c e  p e r  t u r n ,  w h e n  Ph a r b lex  h i t s  w i t h  a 

m e le e  a t t ack ,  h e can  ex p en d  a u se  o f  t h i s  t r a i t  t o  d ea l  an  ex t r a 9 

(2 d 8 ) p o i s o n  d am ag e .

Spellcast ing. Ph ar b le x  is a 6 t h - l evel  s p e l l c a s t e r  t h a t  u ses 

W i s d o m  as h i s sp e l l c a s t i n g  ab i l i t y  (sp e l l  sav e  D C  13, + 5 t o  h i t



w i t h  sp e l l  a t t a c k s ).  Ph ar b le x  h as  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  sp e l l s  p r ep ar ed  

f r o m  t h e  d r u i d  sp e l l  l i st :

C a n t r i p s  (at  w i l l ) :  druidcraft , guidance, poison cloud 

1 st  l ev e l  (4  s l o t s ):  cure wounds, entangle, healing word, 

t hunderwave

2 n d  l ev el  (3  s l o t s ):  barkskin, beast  sense, spike growth 

3 rd  l ev el  (3  s l o t s ):  plant  growth, water  walk

Standing Leap. A s  p ar t  o f  h i s  m o v e m e n t  an d  w i t h o u t  a 

r u n n in g  s t a r t ,  Ph ar b le x  can  l o n g  j u m p  u p  t o  2 0  f e e t  an d  

h i g h  j u m p  u p  t o  10 f ee t .

Swamp Camouflage. Ph ar b le x  h as  a d v an t a g e  o n  

D e x t e r i t y  (St e a l t h ) c h e ck s  m ad e  t o  h i d e  in  sw a m p y  

t e r r a i n .

A c t i o n s _________________________________________

M ult iat tack. Ph ar b le x  a t t a c k s  t w i c e ,  o n c e  w i t h  h i s  b i t e  an d  

o n c e  w i t h  h i s  sp ear .

Bite. M elee W eapon At tack: + 5 t o  h i t ,  r each  5 f t . ,  o n e  t a r g e t .

Hit : 4 ( 1d 4  +  2 ) p i e r c i n g  d am ag e .

Spear. M elee or  Ranged W eapon At tack: + 5 t o  h i t ,  r each  5 f t .  

o r  r an g ed  2 0  f t . / 6 0  f t .,  o n e  t a r g e t .  Hit : 5 ( 1d 6  +  2 ) p i e r c i n g  

d am ag e .

R a t h  M o d a r

Medium humanoid (human), lawful evil

Armor Class 13 (1 6  w i t h  mage armor)

Hit Points 71 ( 11d 8  +  2 2 )

Speed 3 0  f t .

STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA

11 (+ 0 ) 16 (+ 3) 14 (+ 2 ) 18 (+ 4 ) 14 (+ 2 ) 10 (+ 0 )

Saving Throws In t  + 7, W i s  + 5

Skills A r c a n a  + 7, D e c e p t i o n  + 3, In s i g h t  + 5, St e a l t h  + 6 

Senses p as s i v e  Pe r ce p t i o n  12

Languages C o m m o n ,  D r a c o n i c ,  In f e r n a l ,  Pr im o r d ia l ,  T h a y an  

Challenge 6 (2 ,3 0 0  X P)

Special Equipment . Ra t h  h as a st af f o f  fi re, an d  sc r o l l s  o f  

dimension door, feat her  fal l , an d  f i rebal l.

Spellcast ing. Ra t h  is an  11t h - l eve l  sp e l l c a s t e r  w h o  u ses 

In t e l l i g en c e  as h is sp e l l c a s t i n g  ab i l i t y  (sp el l  sa v e  D C  15, + 7 t o  

h i t  w i t h  sp e l l  a t t a c k s ).  Ra t h  h as  t h e  f o l l o w in g  sp e l l s  p r ep ar ed  

f r o m  t h e  w i z a r d  sp e l l  l i st :

C a n t r i p s  (at  w i l l ) : f i r e bolt , m inor  illusion, prest idigitat ion, 

shocking grasp

1 st  l ev el  (4  s l o t s ):  chromat ic orb, color  spray, mage armor, magic 

missile

2 n d  l evel  (3  s l o t s ):  det ect  thoughts, mirror image, phant asmal  

for ce

3 rd  l ev el  (3  s l o t s ):  counterspell, fi rebal l , major  image 

4 t h  l ev el  (3  s l o t s ):  confusion, greater  invisibilit y 

5 t h  l ev el  (2  s l o t s ):  mislead, seeming 

6 t h  l ev el  (1 s l o t ):  globe o f  invulnerabilit y

A c t i o n s ____________________________________

Quarterstaff. Melee Weapon Attack: +4 t o  h i t ,  r each  5 f t . ,  o n e  

t a r g e t .  Hit: 4 ( 1d 8 ) b l u d g eo n in g  d am ag e .

Re a c t i o n s __________________________________

I llusory Sel f  (Recharges when Rath Finishes a Short  or Long 

Rest). W h e n  a c r ea t u r e  Rat h  can  see  m ak es an  a t t a ck  ro l l  

ag a in s t  h im , h e can  i n t e r p o se  an  i l l u s o r y  d u p l i c a t e  b e t w ee n  t h e  

a t t a ck e r  an d  h im .  T h e  a t t a ck  a u t o m a t i c a l l y  m i sse s  Rat h ,  t h en  

t h e  i l l u s i o n  d i ss i p a t es .



R e z m i r

Medium humanoid (half-black dragon), neutral evil

Armor Class 13 (15 w i t h  t h e  Black Dragon M ask)

Hit Points 9 0  (1 2 d 8  +  3 6 )

Speed 3 0  f t .

STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA

18 (+ 4 ) 16 (+ 3 ) 16 (+ 3 ) 15 (+ 2) 12 (+ 1) 14 (+ 2)

Saving Throws D ex  + 6 , W i s  + 4

Skills A r c a n a  + 5, St e a l t h  + 9

Damage Immunities ac id

Condition Immunities c h a r m e d ,  f r i g h t en ed

Senses b l i n d s ig h t  10 f t . ,  d a r k v i s i o n  120 f t . ,  p ass i v e  Pe r ce p t i o n  11

Languages C o m m o n ,  D r a c o n i c ,  In f e r n a l ,  G i a n t ,  N e t h e r e s e

Challenge 7 (2 ,9 0 0  X P)

Special Equipment . Rez m i r  h as  t h e  Black Dragon Mask, 

H azirawn, an d  an  insignia o f  claws (see  ap p e n d i x  C  f o r  al l  

i t em s).

Amphibious. Re z m i r  can  b r e a t h e  a i r  an d  w at er .

Dark Advantage. O n c e  p e r  t u r n ,  Re z m i r  can  d eal  an  ex t r a 10 

(3 d 6 ) d am ag e  w h e n  sh e  h i t s  w i t h  a w e a p o n  a t t a ck ,  p r o v i d ed  

Re z m i r  h as a d v an t a g e  o n  t h e  a t t a c k  r o l l .

Draconic Majesty. W h i l e  w e a r i n g  n o  a r m o r  an d  w e a r i n g  t h e  

Black Dragon Mask, Rez m i r  ad d s  h e r  C h a r i s m a  b o n u s  t o  h e r  A C  

(i n c l u d e d ).

Immolat ion. W h e n  Re z m i r  is r ed u c ed  t o  0  h i t  p o i n t s ,  h e r  b o d y  

d i s i n t e g r a t e s  i n t o  a p i l e o f  ash .

Legendary Resistance (1/ Day). I f  Rez m i r  f a i l s  a sa v i n g  t h r o w  

w h i l e  w e a r i n g  t h e  Black Dragon Mask, sh e  c an  c h o o s e  t o  

s u c c ee d  i n s t ead .

A c t i o n s ____________________________________________________

Greatsword (Hazirawn). M elee W eapon At tack: + 9 t o  h i t ,  r each  

5 f t . ,  o n e  t a r g e t .  Hit : 13 (2 d 6  +  6 ) s l a s h in g  d a m a g e  p l u s  7 (2 d 6 ) 

n e c r o t i c  d a m ag e .  I f  t h e  t a r g e t  is a c r e a t u r e ,  i t  c a n ' t  r eg a in  h i t  

p o i n t s  f o r  1 m in u t e .  T h e  t a r g e t  can  m ak e  a D C  15 C o n s t i t u t i o n  

sa v i n g  t h r o w  at  t h e  en d  o f  eac h  o f  i t s t u r n s ,  e n d in g  t h i s  e f f e c t  

ea r l y  o n  a su cc ess .

Caust ic Bolt . Ranged Spel l  At tack: + 8  t o  h i t ,  r an g e  9 0  f t . ,  o n e  

t a r g e t .  Hit : 18 (4 d 8 ) ac i d  d am ag e .

Acid Breath (Recharge 5-6) . Re z m i r  b r ea t h e s  ac i d  in  a 3 0 - f o o t  

l i n e  t h a t  is  5 f e e t  w id e .  Eac h  c r e a t u r e  in  t h e  l i n e  m u s t  m ak e  a 

D C  14 D e x t e r i t y  sa v i n g  t h r o w ,  t a k i n g  2 2  (5 d 8 ) ac i d  d a m a g e  o n  

a f a i l e d  save ,  o r  h a l f  as  m u ch  d a m a g e  o n  a su cc es s f u l  o n e.

L e g e n d a r y  A c t i o n s ___________________________________

I f  sh e  is w e ar i n g  t h e  Black Dragon Mask, Rez m i r  can  t ak e  u p  

t o  t w o  l eg en d ar y  ac t i o n s  b e t w ee n  each  o f  h er  t u r n s ,  t ak i n g  

t h e  a c t i o n s  al l  a t  o n c e  o r  sp r ea d in g  t h e m  o v e r  t h e  r o u n d .  A  

l e g en d ar y  ac t i o n  can  b e t ak en  o n l y  a t  t h e  s t a r t  o r  en d  o f  a t u r n .  

Re z m i r  h as t h e  f o l l o w i n g  l e g en d ar y  ac t i o n  o p t i o n s ,  so m e  o f  

w h i c h  ex p en d  m o r e  t h an  o n e  ac t i o n  w h e n  t ak en :

2 Actions. A  1 5 - f oo t  r ad iu s  o f  m ag i ca l  d a r k n e ss  ex t en d s f r o m  

a p o i n t  Rez m i r  can  see  w i t h i n  6 0  f ee t  o f  h e r  an d  sp r ead s  

a r o u n d  c o r n e r s .  T h e  d a r k n e ss  l as t s  as l o n g  as Rez m i r  

m a i n t a i n s  co n ce n t r a t i o n ,  u p  t o  1 m in u t e .  A  c r e a t u r e  w i t h  

d a r k v i s i o n  c a n ’t  see  t h r o u g h  t h i s  d a r k n es s ,  an d  n o  n at u r al  

l i g h t  can  i l l u m in a t e  it . I f  an y  o f  t h e  a r ea o v e r l a p s  w i t h  an  

ar ea o f  l i g h t  c r ea t ed  b y a sp e l l  o f  2 n d  l eve l  o r  l o w er , t h e  sp e l l  

c r ea t i n g  t h e  l i g h t  is d i s p e l l e d . 

1 Action. Rez m i r  m ak es  o n e  m e le e  a t t a c k . 

1 Action. Rez m i r  t ak es  t h e  H i d e  ac t i o n .

T a l i s  t h e  W h i t e

Medium humanoid (half-elf), lawful evil

Armor C la ss  18 (+ 7 scale mail, sh i e l d )

Hit Points 58 (9 d 8  +  18)

Speed 3 0  f t .

STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA

14 (+ 2) 12 (+ 1) 14 (+ 2) 10  (+ 0 ) 16 (+ 3) 16 (+ 3)

Saving Throws W i s  + 6 , Ch a  + 6

Skills D e c e p t i o n  + 6 , In s i g h t  + 6 , Pe r ce p t i o n  + 6 , Pe r su as io n  + 6  

Senses d a r k v i s i o n  6 0  f t . ,  p ass i v e  Pe r ce p t i o n  16 

Languages C o m m o n ,  D r a c o n i c ,  El v i sh ,  In f er n al  

Challenge 5 (1 ,8 0 0  X P)

Special Equipment . T a l is  h as + 7 scale mail  an d  a wand o f  winter  

(see ap p en d i x  C ).

Fey Ancestry. T a l i s  h as ad v an t a g e  o n  sa v i n g  t h r o w s  ag a in s t  

b e in g  ch a r m e d ,  an d  m ag i c  c a n ’ t  p u t  h e r  t o  s l eep .

Spellcast ing. T a l i s  is a 9 t h - l evel  sp e l l c a s t e r  t h a t  u ses  W i s d o m  

as h e r  sp e l l c as t i n g  ab i l i t y  (sp el l  sav e  D C  14, + 6  t o  h i t  w i t h  sp el l  

a t t ac k s ).  T al i s  h as t h e  f o l l o w i n g  sp e l l s  p r ep ar ed  f r o m  t h e  c l e r i c  

sp e l l  l i st :

Ca n t r i p s  (at  w i l l ) :  guidance, resistance, thaumaturgy 

1 st  l ev el  (4  s l o t s ):  command, cure wounds, healing word, inflict  

wounds

2 n d  l eve l  (3  s l o t s ):  blindness/ deafness, lesser restorat ion, spir itual 

weapon  (sp ear )

3 rd  l ev el  (3  s l o t s ):  dispel magic, mass healing word, sending 

4 t h  l ev el  (3  s l o t s ):  death ward, freedom  o f  movement  

5 t h  l ev el  (1 s l o t ):  insect  plague

Winter St rike (3/Day). O n c e  p e r  t u r n ,  w h e n  T al i s  h i t s  w i t h  a 

m e le e  a t t ack ,  sh e  can  ex p en d  a u se o f  t h i s  t r a i t  t o  d eal  an  ex t r a 

9 (2 d 8 ) co l d  d am ag e .

A c t i o n s ____________________________________________________

Spear. M elee or Ranged W eapon At tack: + 5 t o  h i t , r each  5 f t . 

o r  r an g ed  20  f t . / 6 0  f t . ,  o n e  t a r g e t .  Hit : 6 ( 1d 6  +  2) p i e r c i n g  

d am ag e .



A p p e n d i x  C :  M a g i c  It e m s

B l a c k  D r a g o n  M a s k

Wondrous item, legendary, requires attunement

T h is  h o r n e d  m a s k  o f  g l o s s y  e b o n y  h a s  h o r n s  a n d  a s k u l l ­

l ik e  m ie n . T h e  m a s k  r e s h a p e s  t o  fit a w e a r e r  a t tu n e d  to  

it. W h ile  y o u  a re  w e a r i n g  t h e  m a s k  a n d  a t tu n e d  to  it, y o u  

c a n  a c c e s s  t h e  fo l l o w in g  p r o p e r t i e s .

Damage Absorption. Y o u  h a v e  d a m a g e  r e s is t a n c e  to  

a c id .  I f  y o u  a lr e a d y  h a v e  d a m a g e  r e s i s t a n c e  t o  a c id  f r o m  

a n o t h e r  s o u r c e ,  y o u  g a in  im m u n it y  t o  a c id  d a m a g e . I f  

y o u  a lr e a d y  h a v e  im m u n it y  t o  a c id  d a m a g e  f r o m  a n o t h e r  

s o u r c e ,  y o u  r e g a in  h it p o in t s  e q u a l  t o  h a l f  o f  a n y  a c id  

d a m a g e  y o u  a r e  d e a lt .

Draconic Majesty. W h il e  y o u  a r e  w e a r in g  n o  a r m o r , 

y o u  c a n  a d d  y o u r  C h a r is m a  b o n u s  to  y o u r  A r m o r  C la s s .

Dragon Breath. I f  y o u  h a v e  a  b r e a t h  w e a p o n  th a t 

r e q u ir e s  r e s t  t o  r e c h a r g e , it g a in s  a  r e c h a r g e  o f  6 .

Dragon Sight. Y o u  g a in  d a r k v is io n  w it h  a  r a d iu s  o f  6 0  

fe e t ,  o r  a n  a d d it io n a l  6 0  fe e t  o f  d a r k v is io n  i f  y o u  a lr e a d y  

h a v e  th a t s e n s e .  O n c e  p e r  d ay, y o u  c a n  g a in  b l in d s ig h t  

o u t  to  a r a n g e  o f  3 0  fe e t  fo r  5 m in u te s .

Dragon Tongue. Y o u  c a n  s p e a k  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  D r a ­

c o n i c .  Y o u  a ls o  h a v e  a d v a n ta g e  o n  a n y  C h a r is m a  c h e c k  

y o u  m a k e  a g a in s t  b la c k  d r a g o n s .

Legendary Resistance (1/Day). I f  y o u  fa i l a s a v in g  

t h r o w , y o u  c a n  c h o o s e  t o  s u c c e e d  in s t e a d .

Water Breathing. Y o u  c a n  b r e a t h e  u n d e rw a te r .

H a z i r a w n

Weapon (greatsword), legendary, requires attunement

A  s e n t ie n t  (n e u tr a l  e v i l)  g r e a t s w o r d , Hazirawn i s  c a p a b le  

o f  s p e e c h  in  C o m m o n  a n d  N e t h e r e s e .  E v e n  i f  y o u  a r e n ’t 

a tt u n e d  to  t h e  s w o r d , y o u  g a in  a  +1 b o n u s  o n  a t ta c k  

r o l ls  a n d  d a m a g e  r o l l s  m a d e  w i t h  t h is  w e a p o n . I f  y o u  

a r e  a tt u n e d  t o  Hazirawn, y o u  d e a l  a n  e x t r a  1d 6  n e c r o t i c  

d a m a g e  w h e n  y o u  h it w it h  th e  w e a p o n .

Increased Potency. W h i l e  y o u  a r e  a t tu n e d  t o  t h is  

w e a p o n , its  b o n u s  o n  a t ta c k  r o l l s  a n d  d a m a g e  r o l ls  

i n c r e a s e s  t o  + 2 , a n d  a  h it  d e a l s  a n  e x t r a  2 d 6  n e c r o t i c  

d a m a g e  ( in s t e a d  o f  1d 6 ) .

Spells. Hazirawn h a s  4  c h a r g e s  t o  c a s t  s p e l ls .  A s  lo n g  

a s  t h e  s w o r d  is  a tt u n e d  t o  y o u  a n d  y o u  a r e  h o ld in g  it in  

y o u r  h a n d , y o u  c a n  c a s t  detect  magic (1 c h a rg e ) , detect  

evil and good (1  c h a rg e ) , o r  detect  thoughts (2  c h a r g e s ) .  

E a c h  n ig h t  a t m id n ig h t , H a z ir a w n  r e g a in s  1d 4  e x p e n d e d  

c h a r g e s .

Wounding. W h il e  y o u  a r e  a tt u n e d  to  th e  w e a p o n , 

a n y  c r e a t u r e  th a t y o u  h it w it h  Hazirawn c a n ’t r e g a in  

h it  p o in t s  f o r  1 m in u t e .  T h e  t a r g e t c a n  m a k e  a  D C  15 

C o n s t it u t io n  s a v in g  t h r o w  at t h e  e n d  o f  e a c h  o f  its  tu r n s , 

e n d in g  t h is  e f fe c t  e a r ly  o n  a  s u c c e s s .

I n s i g n i a  o f  C l a w s

Wondrous item, uncommon

T h e  je w e ls  in  t h is  in s ig n ia  o f  th e  C u lt  o f  t h e  D r a g o n  fla re  

w it h  p u r p le  l ig h t  w h e n  y o u  e n t e r  c o m b a t ,  e m p o w e r in g  

y o u r  n a t u r a l  f is ts  o r  n a t u r a l  w e a p o n s .

W h il e  w e a r in g  t h e  in s ig n ia ,  y o u  g a in  a  + 1  b o n u s  to  

t h e  a t ta c k  r o l l s  a n d  t h e  d a m a g e  r o l ls  y o u  m a k e  w it h  

u n a r m e d  s t r ik e s  a n d  n a t u r a l  w e a p o n s . S u c h  a tt a c k s  a re  

c o n s id e r e d  t o  b e  m a g ic a l .

W a n d  o f  W i n t e r  

Wand, rare

T h is  w a n d  l o o k s  a n d  f e e l s  l ik e  a n  ic i c le .  Y o u  m u s t  b e  

a t tu n e d  t o  t h e  w a n d  t o  u s e  it.

T h e  w a n d  h a s  7 c h a r g e s ,  w h i c h  a re  u s e d  to  fu e l  th e  

s p e l ls  w it h in  it. W it h  th e  w a n d  in  h a n d , y o u  c a n  u s e  y o u r  

a c t i o n  t o  c a s t  o n e  o f  t h e  f o l l o w in g  s p e l ls  f r o m  t h e  w a n d , 

e v e n  i f  y o u  a r e  in c a p a b le  o f  c a s t i n g  s p e l ls :  ray of frost  

(n o  c h a r g e s ,  o r  1 c h a r g e  to  c a s t  a t 5 th  le v e l; + 5  to  h it 

w it h  r a n g e d  s p e l l  a tta ck ), sleet  storm (3  c h a r g e s ;  s p e l l  

s a v e  D C  1 5 ), o r  ice storm (4  c h a r g e s ;  s p e l l  s a v e  D C  1 5 ). 

N o  c o m p o n e n t s  a r e  r e q u ir e d .

T h e  w a n d  r e g a in s  1d 6  +  1 e x p e n d e d  c h a r g e s  e a c h  d a y  

at d a w n . I f  y o u  e x p e n d  t h e  w a n d ’s  la s t  c h a r g e , r o l l  a  d 2 0 . 

O n  a  2 0 , t h e  w a n d  m e l t s  a w a y , f o r e v e r  d e s t r o y e d .



W h a t  H a p p e n s  N e x t ?

T
h e  a d v e n t u r e ’ s  n o t  o v e r  y e t , f o r  t h e  C u l t  o f  t h e  D r a g o n  i s  n o t  s o  e a s i l y  d e f e a t e d . 

Already, the cult’s remaining leaders plot to snuff out the adventurers. Meanwhile, at the 

Well of Dragons, the cult and its dragon allies amass. The unholy chants and roars of 

dragons echo through the desolation of the volcanic caldera, vowing Tiamat’s return. And in the 

Nine Hells, Tiamat rages, demanding her followers gather more tribute before she sets foot in 

the Forgotten Realms. Hope remains, though, for the wind carries whispers of a great meeting 

of factions in Waterdeep. If such rumors are true, heroes will be needed to unite these groups 

against their common enemy.

Beyond this book, the Tyranny of Dragons story 

takes flight. Bring your Tyranny of Dragons game to life 

with apparel, miniatures, and D&D play accessories.

In the Tyranny of Dragons comic, visit Baldur’s Gate 

and discover how a young wizard schemes to prove his 

worth as a cult leader. In the Neverwinter video game, 

create a character to confront the Cult of the Dragon 

before facing the Queen of Dragons herself. And find a 

regular D&D game at a store near you. Learn more at 

DungeonsandDragons.com.

A l l  r o a d s  l e a d  t o

AN EPIC CONFRONTATION W ITH

t h e  Q u e e n  o f  D r a g o n s

AND TH E CONCLUSION OF THE

Ty r a n n y  o f  D r a g o n s  s t o r y  

in  Th e  R i s e  o f  Ti a m a t .



Th e  Sw o r d  Co a s t  Is  

Un d e r  Sie g e
In an audacious bid for power, the Cult of the 

Dragon, along with its dragon allies and the 

Red Wizards of Thay, seeks to free Tiamat from  

her prison in the Nine Hells to bring her to the 

Forgotten Realms.

The cult’s forces are sweeping from town to town, 

laying waste to all who oppose them and gathering 

a hoard of riches for their dread queen.

The threat is so dire, factions as disparate as the 

Harpers and the Zhentarim are banding together 

to battle the cult. Never before has the need for 

heroes been as desperate.

A  D u n g e o n s  & D r a g o n s  a d v e n t u r e  f o r  

c h a r a c t e r s  o f  l e v e l s  1 - 7 ,  

c o n c l u d i n g  in  The Rise of Tiamat

F o r  u s e  w i t h  t h e  f i f t h  e d i t i o n  Player’s Handbook, 

Monster Manual, a n d  Dungeon Master’s Guide
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Hoard of the Dragon Queen • Monsters

Adult Blue Dragon
Huge dragon, lawful evil

Armor Class 19 (natural armor)
Hit Points 225 (18d12 + 108)
Speed 40 ft., burrow 30 ft., ly 80 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 25 (+7) 10 (+0) 23 (+6) 16 (+3) 15 (+2) 19 (+4)

Saving Throws Dex +5, Con +11, Wis +7, Cha +9
Skills Perception +12, Stealth +5
Damage Immunities lightning
Senses blindsight 60 ft., darkvision 120 ft., passive Perception 

22
Languages Common, Draconic
Challenge 16 (15,000 XP)

Legendary Resistance (3/Day). If the dragon fails a saving 
throw, it can choose to succeed instead.

Actions

Multiattack. The dragon can use its Frightful Presence. It then 
makes three attacks: one with its bite and two with its claws.

Bite. Melee Weapon Attack: +12 to hit, reach 10 ft., one target. 
Hit: 18 (2d10 + 7) piercing damage plus 5 (1d10) lightning 
damage.

Claw. Melee Weapon Attack: +12 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 14 (2d6 + 7) slashing damage.

Tail. Melee Weapon Attack: +12 to hit, reach 15 ft., one target. 
Hit: 16 (2d8 + 7) bludgeoning damage.

Frightful Presence. Each creature of the dragon’s choice that 
is within 120 feet of the dragon and aware of it must succeed 
on a DC 17 Wisdom saving throw or become frightened for 1 
minute. A creature can repeat the saving throw at the end of 
each of its turns, ending the efect on itself on a success. If a 
creature’s saving throw is successful or the efect ends for it, 
the creature is immune to the dragon’s Frightful Presence for 
the next 24 hours.

Lightning Breath (Recharge 5–6). The dragon exhales lightning 
in a 90-foot line that is 5 feet wide. Each creature in that line 
must make a DC 19 Dexterity saving throw, taking 66 (12d10) 
lightning damage on a failed save, or half as much damage on 
a successful one.

Legendary Actions

The dragon can take 3 legendary actions, choosing from the 
options below. Only one legendary action option can be used 
at a time and only at the end of another creature’s turn. The 
dragon regains spent legendary actions at the start of its turn.

Detect. The dragon makes a Wisdom (Perception) check.
Tail Attack. The dragon makes a tail attack.
Wing Attack (Costs 2 Actions). The dragon beats its wings. 

Each creature within 10 feet of the dragon must succeed 
on a DC 20 Dexterity saving throw or take 14 (2d6 + 7) 
bludgeoning damage and be knocked prone. The dragon can 
then ly up to half its lying speed.

Monsters

The section collects the stat blocks for those monsters 

referenced in the Hoard of the Dragon Queen adventure, 

excluding those found in that adventure’s appendix.

 For more information on monsters and how to read 

a monster’s statistics, see the D&D basic rules or the 

Monster Manual.

Acolyte
Medium humanoid (any race), any alignment

Armor Class 10
Hit Points 9 (2d8)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 10 (+0) 10 (+0) 10 (+0) 10 (+0) 14 (+2) 11 (+0)

Skills Medicine +4, Religion +2
Senses passive Perception 10
Languages any one language (usually Common)
Challenge 1/4 (50 XP)

Spellcasting. The acolyte is a 1st-level spellcaster. Its 
spellcasting ability is Wisdom (spell save DC 12, +4 to hit with 
spell attacks). The acolyte has following cleric spells prepared:

Cantrips (at will): light, sacred lame, thaumaturgy
1st level (3 slots): bless, cure wounds, sanctuary

Actions

Club. Melee Weapon Attack: +2 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 2 (1d4) bludgeoning damage.
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Adult White Dragon
Huge dragon, chaotic evil

Armor Class 18 (natural armor)
Hit Points 200 (16d12 + 96)
Speed 40 ft., burrow 30 ft., ly 80 ft., swim 40 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 22 (+6) 10 (+0) 22 (+6) 8 (−1) 12 (+1) 12 (+1)

Saving Throws Dex +5, Con +11, Wis +6, Cha +6
Skills Perception +11, Stealth +5
Damage Immunities cold
Senses blindsight 60 ft., darkvision 120 ft., passive Perception 21
Languages Common, Draconic
Challenge 13 (10,000 XP)

Ice Walk. The dragon can move across and climb icy surfaces 
without needing to make an ability check. Additionally, diicult 
terrain composed of ice or snow doesn’t cost it extra moment.

Legendary Resistance (3/Day). If the dragon fails a saving 
throw, it can choose to succeed instead.

Actions

Multiattack. The dragon can use its Frightful Presence. It then 
makes three attacks: one with its bite and two with its claws.

Bite. Melee Weapon Attack: +11 to hit, reach 10 ft., one target. 
Hit: 17 (2d10 + 6) piercing damage plus 4 (1d8) cold damage.

Claw. Melee Weapon Attack: +11 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 13 (2d6 + 6) slashing damage.

Tail. Melee Weapon Attack: +11 to hit, reach 15 ft., one target. 
Hit: 15 (2d8 + 6) bludgeoning damage.

Frightful Presence. Each creature of the dragon’s choice that 
is within 120 feet of the dragon and aware of it must succeed 
on a DC 14 Wisdom saving throw or become frightened for 1 
minute. A creature can repeat the saving throw at the end of 
each of its turns, ending the efect on itself on a success. If a 
creature’s saving throw is successful or the efect ends for it, 
the creature is immune to the dragon’s Frightful Presence for 
the next 24 hours.

Cold Breath (Recharge 5–6). The dragon exhales an icy blast in 
a 60-foot cone. Each creature in that area must make a DC 19 
Constitution saving throw, taking 54 (12d8) cold damage on a 
failed save, or half as much damage on a successful one.

Legendary Actions

The dragon can take 3 legendary actions, choosing from the 
options below. Only one legendary action option can be used 
at a time and only at the end of another creature’s turn. The 
dragon regains spent legendary actions at the start of its turn.

Detect. The dragon makes a Wisdom (Perception) check.
Tail Attack. The dragon makes a tail attack.
Wing Attack (Costs 2 Actions). The dragon beats its wings. 

Each creature within 10 feet of the dragon must succeed 
on a DC 19 Dexterity saving throw or take 13 (2d6 + 6) 
bludgeoning damage and be knocked prone. The dragon can 
then ly up to half its lying speed.

Air Elemental
Large elemental, neutral

Armor Class 15
Hit Points 90 (12d10 + 24)
Speed 0 ft., ly 90 ft. (hover)

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 14 (+2) 20 (+5) 14 (+2) 6 (−2) 10 (+0) 6 (−2)

Damage Resistances lightning, thunder; bludgeoning, piercing, 
and slashing from nonmagical weapons

Damage Immunities poison
Condition Immunities exhaustion, grappled, paralyzed, 

petriied, poisoned, prone, restrained, unconscious
Senses darkvision 60 ft., passive Perception 10
Languages Auran
Challenge 5 (1,800 XP)

Air Form. The elemental can enter a hostile creature’s space 
and stop there. It can move through a space as narrow as 1 
inch wide without squeezing.

Actions

Multiattack. The elemental makes two slam attacks.

Slam. Melee Weapon Attack: +8 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 14 (2d8 + 5) bludgeoning damage.

Whirlwind (Recharge 4–6). Each creature in the elemental’s 
space must make a DC 13 Strength saving throw. On a failure, 
a target takes 15 (3d8 + 2) bludgeoning damage and is lung 
up 20 feet away from the elemental in a random direction and 
knocked prone. If a thrown target strikes an object, such as a 
wall or loor, the target takes 3 (1d6) bludgeoning damage for 
every 10 feet it was thrown. If the target is thrown at another 
creature, that creature must succeed on a DC 13 Dexterity 
saving throw or take the same damage and be knocked prone. 
 If the saving throw is successful, the target takes half the 
bludgeoning damage and isn’t lung away or knocked prone.
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Assassin
Medium humanoid (any race), any non-good alignment

Armor Class 15 (studded leather)
Hit Points 78 (12d8 + 24)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 11 (+0) 16 (+3) 14 (+2) 13 (+1) 11 (+0) 10 (+0)

Saving Throws Dex +7, Int +5
Skills Acrobatics +7, Deception +4, Perception +4, Stealth +11
Damage Resistances poison
Senses passive Perception 14
Languages Thieves’ cant plus any two languages
Challenge 8 (3,900 XP)

Assassinate. During its irst turn, the assassin has advantage 
on attack rolls against any creature that hasn’t taken a turn. 
Any hit the assassin scores against a surprised creature 
is a critical hit.

Evasion. If the assassin is subjected to an efect that allows it 
to make a Dexterity saving throw to take only half damage, the 
assassin instead takes no damage if it succeeds on the saving 
throw, and only half damage if it fails.

Sneak Attack (1/Turn). The assassin deals an extra 13 (4d6) 
damage when it hits a target with a weapon attack and has 
advantage on the attack roll, or when the target is within 5 
feet of an ally of the assassin that isn’t incapacitated and the 
assassin doesn’t have disadvantage on the attack roll.

Actions

Multiattack. The assassin makes two shortsword attacks.

Shortsword. Melee Weapon Attack: +7 to hit, reach 5 ft., one 
target. Hit: 6 (1d6 + 3) piercing damage, and the target must 
make a DC 15 Constitution saving throw, taking 24 (7d6) 
poison damage on a failed save, or half as much damage on a 
successful one.

Light Crossbow. Ranged Weapon Attack: +7 to hit, range 80/320 
ft., one target. Hit: 7 (1d8 + 3) piercing damage, and the target 
must make a DC 15 Constitution saving throw, taking 24 (7d6) 
poison damage on a failed save, or half as much damage on a 
successful one.

Bandit
Medium humanoid (any race), any non-lawful alignment

Armor Class 12 (leather armor)
Hit Points 11 (2d8 + 2)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 11 (+0) 12 (+1) 12 (+1) 10 (+0) 10 (+0) 10 (+0)

Senses passive Perception 10
Languages any one language (usually Common)
Challenge 1/8 (25 XP)

Actions

Scimitar. Melee Weapon Attack: +3 to hit, reach 5 ft., one 
target. Hit: 4 (1d6 + 1) slashing damage.

Light Crossbow. Ranged Weapon Attack: +3 to hit, range 80 
ft./320 ft., one target. Hit: 5 (1d8 + 1) piercing damage.

Berserker
Medium humanoid (any race), any chaotic alignment

Armor Class 13 (hide armor)
Hit Points 67 (9d8 + 27)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 16 (+3) 12 (+1) 17 (+3) 9 (−1) 11 (+0) 9 (−1)

Senses passive Perception 10
Languages any one language (usually Common)
Challenge 2 (450 XP)

Reckless. At the start of its turn, the berserker can gain 
advantage on all melee weapon attack rolls during that turn, 
but attack rolls against it have advantage until the start of its 
next turn.

Actions

Greataxe. Melee Weapon Attack: +5 to hit, reach 5 ft., one 
target. Hit: 9 (1d12 + 3) slashing damage.

Customizing NPCs

This appendix contains statistics for various humanoid 
nonplayer characters (NPCs) from the Hoard of the Dragon 
Queen adventure. These stat blocks can be used to represent 
both human and nonhuman NPCs, and can be customized 
as you see it.
 Racial Traits. You can add racial traits to an NPC. For 
example, a halling druid might have a speed of 25 feet and 
the Lucky trait. Adding racial traits to an NPC doesn’t alter 
its challenge rating. For more on racial traits, see the Player’s 
Handbook or the D&D basic rules.
 Spell Swaps. One way to customize an NPC spellcaster is 
to replace one or more of its spells. You can substitute any 
spell on the NPC’s spell list with a diferent spell of the same 
level from the same spell list. Swapping spells in this manner 
doesn’t alter an NPC’s challenge rating.
 Armor and Weapon Swaps. You can upgrade or downgrade 
an NPC’s armor, or add or switch weapons. Adjustments to 
Armor Class and damage can change an NPC’s challenge 
rating, as explained in the Dungeon Master’s Guide.
 Magic Items. The more powerful an NPC, the more 
likely it has one or more magic items in its possession. An 
archmage, for example, might have a magic staf or wand, 
as well as one or more potions and scrolls. Giving an NPC a 
potent damage-dealing magic item could alter its challenge 
rating. Magic items, as well as adjusting a creature’s 
challenge rating, are described in the Dungeon Master’s 
Guide.
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Bullywug
Medium humanoid (bullywug), neutral evil

Armor Class 15 (hide armor, shield)
Hit Points 11 (2d8 + 2)
Speed 20 ft., swim 40 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 12 (+1) 12 (+1) 13 (+1) 7 (−2) 10 (+0) 7 (−2)

Skills Stealth +3
Senses passive Perception 10
Languages Bullywug
Challenge 1/4 (50 XP)

Amphibious. The bullywug can breathe air and water.

Speak with Frogs and Toads. The bullywug can communicate 
simple concepts to frogs and toads when it speaks in Bullywug.

Swamp Camoulage. The bullywug has advantage on Dexterity 
(Stealth) checks made to hide in swampy terrain.

Standing Leap. The bullywug’s long jump is up to 20 feet and 
its high jump is up to 10 feet, with or without a running start.

Actions

Multiattack. The bullywug makes two melee attacks: one with 
its bite and one with its spear.

Bite. Melee Weapon Attack: +3 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 3 (1d4 + 1) bludgeoning damage.

Spear. Melee or Ranged Weapon Attack: +3 to hit, reach 5 ft. or 
range 20/60 ft., one target. Hit: 4 (1d6 + 1) piercing damage, or 
5 (1d8 + 1) piercing damage if used with two hands to make a 
melee attack.

Commoner
Medium humanoid (any race), any alignment

Armor Class 10
Hit Points 4 (1d8)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 10 (+0) 10 (+0) 10 (+0) 10 (+0) 10 (+0) 10 (+0)

Senses passive Perception 10
Languages any one language (usually Common)
Challenge 0 (10 XP)

Actions

Club. Melee Weapon Attack: +2 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 2 (1d4) bludgeoning damage.

Crocodile
Large beast, unaligned

Armor Class 12 (natural armor)
Hit Points 19 (3d10 + 3)
Speed 20 ft., swim 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 15 (+2) 10 (+0) 13 (+1) 2 (−4) 10 (+0) 5 (−3)

Skills Stealth +2
Senses passive Perception 10
Languages —
Challenge 1/2 (100 XP)

Hold Breath. The crocodile can hold its breath for 15 minutes.

Actions

Bite. Melee Weapon Attack: +4 to hit, reach 5 ft., one 
creature. Hit: 7 (1d10 + 2) piercing damage, and the target is 
grappled (escape DC 12). Until this grapple ends, the target is 
restrained, and the crocodile can’t bite another target.

Cultist
Medium humanoid (any race), any non-good alignment

Armor Class 12 (leather armor)
Hit Points 9 (2d8)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 11 (+0) 12 (+1) 10 (+0) 10 (+0) 11 (+0) 10 (+0)

Skills Deception +2, Religion +2
Senses passive Perception 10
Languages any one language (usually Common)
Challenge 1/8 (25 XP)

Dark Devotion. The cultist has advantage on saving throws 
against being charmed or frightened.

Actions

Scimitar. Melee Weapon Attack: +3 to hit, reach 5 ft., one 
creature. Hit: 4 (1d6 + 1) slashing damage.

Deer
Medium beast, unaligned

Armor Class 13
Hit Points 4 (1d8)
Speed 50 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 11 (+0) 16 (+3) 11 (+0) 2 (−4) 14 (+2) 5 (−3)

Senses passive Perception 12
Languages —
Challenge 0 (10 XP)

Actions

Bite. Melee Weapon Attack: +2 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 2 (1d4) piercing damage.
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Doppelganger
Medium monstrosity (shapechanger), neutral

Armor Class 14
Hit Points 52 (8d8 + 16)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 11 (+0) 18 (+4) 14 (+2) 11 (+0) 12 (+1) 14 (+2)

Skills Deception +6, Insight +3
Condition Immunities charmed
Senses darkvision 60 ft., passive Perception 11
Languages Common
Challenge 3 (700 XP)

Shapechanger. The doppelganger can use its action to 
polymorph into a Small or Medium humanoid it has seen, or 
back into its true form. Its statistics, other than its size, are the 
same in each form. Any equipment it is wearing or carrying isn’t 
transformed. It reverts to its true form if it dies.

Ambusher. The doppelganger has advantage on attack rolls 
against any creature it has surprised.

Surprise Attack. If the doppelganger surprises a creature and 
hits it with an attack during the irst round of combat, the 
target takes an extra 10 (3d6) damage from the attack.

Actions

Multiattack. The doppelganger makes two melee attacks.

Slam. Melee Weapon Attack: +6 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 7 (1d6 + 4) bludgeoning damage.

Read Thoughts. The doppelganger magically reads the surface 
thoughts of one creature within 60 feet of it. The efect can 
penetrate barriers, but 3 feet of wood or dirt, 2 feet of stone, 
2 inches of metal, or a thin sheet of lead blocks it. While the 
target is in range, the doppelganger can continue reading its 
thoughts, as long as the doppelganger’s concentration isn’t 
broken (as if concentrating on a spell). While reading the 
target’s mind, the doppelganger has advantage on Wisdom 
(Insight) and Charisma (Deception, Intimidation, and 
Persuasion) checks against the target.

Dwarf
For dwarf NPCs in the adventure, use an appropriate NPC stat 
block from this section, then add dwarf racial traits (see the 
Player’s Handbook or the D&D basic rules). 

Elk
Large beast, unaligned

Armor Class 10
Hit Points 13 (2d10 + 2)
Speed 50 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 16 (+3) 10 (+0) 12 (+1) 2 (−4) 10 (+0) 6 (−2)

Senses passive Perception 10
Languages —
Challenge 1/4 (50 XP)

Charge. If the elk moves at least 20 feet straight toward a target 
and then hits it with a ram attack on the same turn, the target 
takes an extra 7 (2d6) damage. If the target is a creature, it 
must succeed on a DC 13 Strength saving throw or be knocked 
prone.

Actions

Ram. Melee Weapon Attack: +5 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 6 (1d6 + 3) bludgeoning damage.

Hooves. Melee Weapon Attack: +5 to hit, reach 5 ft., one prone 
creature. Hit: 8 (2d4 + 3) bludgeoning damage.
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Gargoyle
Medium elemental, chaotic evil

Armor Class 15 (natural armor)
Hit Points 52 (7d8 + 21)
Speed 30 ft., ly 60 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 15 (+2) 11 (+0) 16 (+3) 6 (−2) 11 (+0) 7 (−2)

Damage Resistances bludgeoning, piercing, and slashing from 
nonmagical weapons that aren’t adamantine

Damage Immunities poison
Condition Immunities exhaustion, petriied, poisoned
Senses darkvision 60 ft., passive Perception 10
Languages Terran
Challenge 2 (450 XP)

False Appearance. While the gargoyle remains motionless, it is 
indistinguishable from an inanimate statue.

Actions

Multiattack. The gargoyle makes two attacks: one with its bite 
and one with its claws.

Bite. Melee Weapon Attack: +4 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 5 (1d6 + 2) piercing damage.

Claws. Melee Weapon Attack: +4 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 5 (1d6 + 2) slashing damage.

Giant Centipede
Small beast, unaligned

Armor Class 13 (natural armor)
Hit Points 4 (1d6 + 1)
Speed 30 ft., climb 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 5 (−3) 14 (+2) 12 (+1) 1 (−5) 7 (−2) 3 (−4)

Senses blindsight 30 ft., passive Perception 8
Languages —
Challenge 1/4 (50 XP)

Actions

Bite. Melee Weapon Attack: +4 to hit, reach 5 ft., one creature. 
Hit: 4 (1d4 + 2) piercing damage, and the target must succeed 
on a DC 11 Constitution saving throw or take 10 (3d6) poison 
damage. If the poison damage reduces the target to 0 hit 
points, the target is stable but poisoned for 1 hour, even after 
regaining hit points, and is paralyzed while poisoned in this 
way.

Ettercap
Medium monstrosity, neutral evil

Armor Class 13 (natural armor)
Hit Points 44 (8d8 + 8)
Speed 30 ft., climb 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 14 (+2) 15 (+2) 13 (+1) 7 (−2) 12 (+1) 8 (−1)

Skills Perception +3, Stealth +4, Survival +3
Senses darkvision 60 ft., passive Perception 13
Languages —
Challenge 2 (450 XP)

Spider Climb. The ettercap can climb diicult surfaces, 
including upside down on ceilings, without needing to make an 
ability check.

Web Sense. While in contact with a web, the ettercap knows the 
exact location of any other creature in contact with the same 
web.

Web Walker. The ettercap ignores movement restrictions 
caused by webbing.

Actions

Multiattack. The ettercap makes two attacks: one with its bite 
and one with its claws.

Bite. Melee Weapon Attack: +4 to hit, reach 5 ft., one creature. 
Hit: 6 (1d8 + 2) piercing damage plus 4 (1d8) poison damage. 
The target must succeed on a DC 11 Constitution saving throw 
or be poisoned for 1 minute. The creature can repeat the saving 
throw at the end of each of its turns, ending the efect on itself 
on a success.

Claws. Melee Weapon Attack: +4 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 7 (2d4 + 2) slashing damage.

Web (Recharge 5–6). Ranged Weapon Attack: +4 to hit, range 
30/60 ft., one Large or smaller creature. Hit: The creature is 
restrained by webbing. As an action, the restrained creature 
can make a DC 11 Strength check, escaping from the webbing 
on a success. The efect ends if the webbing is destroyed. The 
webbing has AC 10, 5 hit points, resistance to bludgeoning 
damage, and immunity to poison and psychic damage.
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Giant Spider
Large beast, unaligned

Armor Class 14 (natural armor)
Hit Points 26 (4d10 + 4)
Speed 30 ft., climb 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 14 (+2) 16 (+3) 12 (+1) 2 (−4) 11 (+0) 4 (−3)

Skills Stealth +7
Senses blindsight 10 ft., darkvision 60 ft., passive Perception 10
Languages —
Challenge 1 (200 XP)

Spider Climb. The spider can climb diicult surfaces, including 
upside down on ceilings, without needing to make an 
ability check.

Web Sense. While in contact with a web, the spider knows the 
exact location of any other creature in contact with the same web.

Web Walker. The spider ignores movement restrictions caused 
by webbing.

Actions

Bite. Melee Weapon Attack: +5 to hit, reach 5 ft., one creature. 
Hit: 7 (1d8 + 3) piercing damage, and the target must make a 
DC 11 Constitution saving throw, taking 9 (2d8) poison damage 
on a failed save, or half as much damage on a successful one. 
If the poison damage reduces the target to 0 hit points, the 
target is stable but poisoned for 1 hour, even after regaining hit 
points, and is paralyzed while poisoned in this way.

Web (Recharge 5–6). Ranged Weapon Attack: +5 to hit, range 
30/60 ft., one creature. Hit: The target is restrained by webbing. 
As an action, the restrained target can make a DC 12 Strength 
check, bursting the webbing on a success. The webbing can 
also be attacked and destroyed (AC 10; hp 5; vulnerability to 
ire damage; immunity to bludgeoning, poison, and psychic 
damage).

Giant Frog
Medium beast, unaligned

Armor Class 11
Hit Points 18 (4d8)
Speed 30 ft., swim 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 12 (+1) 13 (+1) 11 (+0) 2 (−4) 10 (+0) 3 (−4)

Skills Perception +2, Stealth +3
Senses darkvision 30 ft., passive Perception 12
Languages —
Challenge 1/4 (50 XP)

Amphibious. The frog can breathe air and water.

Standing Leap. The frog’s long jump is up to 20 feet and its 
high jump is up to 10 feet, with or without a running start.

Actions

Bite. Melee Weapon Attack: +3 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 4 (1d6 + 1) piercing damage, and the target is grappled 
(escape DC 11). Until this grapple ends, the target is restrained, 
and the frog can’t bite another target.

Swallow. The frog makes one bite attack against a Small or 
smaller target it is grappling. If the attack hits, the target is 
swallowed, and the grapple ends. The swallowed target is 
blinded and restrained, it has total cover against attacks and 
other efects outside the frog, and it takes 5 (2d4) acid damage 
at the start of each of the frog’s turns. The frog can have only 
one target swallowed at a time. 
 If the frog dies, a swallowed creature is no longer restrained 
by it and can escape from the corpse using 5 feet of movement, 
exiting prone.

Giant Lizard
Large beast, unaligned

Armor Class 12 (natural armor)
Hit Points 19 (3d10 + 3)
Speed 30 ft., climb 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 15 (+2) 12 (+1) 13 (+1) 2 (−4) 10 (+0) 5 (−3)

Senses darkvision 30 ft., passive Perception 10
Languages —
Challenge 1/4 (50 XP)

Actions

Bite. Melee Weapon Attack: +4 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 6 (1d8 + 2) piercing damage.
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Hit: 8 (1d8 + 4) piercing damage.

Claws. Melee Weapon Attack: +6 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 11 (2d6 + 4) slashing damage.

Guard
Medium humanoid (any race), any alignment

Armor Class 16 (chain shirt, shield)
Hit Points 11 (2d8 + 2)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 13 (+1) 12 (+1) 12 (+1) 10 (+0) 11 (+0) 10 (+0)

Skills Perception +2
Senses passive Perception 12
Languages any one language (usually Common)
Challenge 1/8 (25 XP)

Actions

Spear. Melee or Ranged Weapon Attack: +3 to hit, reach 5 ft. or 
range 20/60 ft., one target. Hit: 4 (1d6 + 1) piercing damage.

Half-Orc
For half-orc NPCs in the adventure, use an appropriate NPC 
stat block from this section, then add half-orc racial traits (see 
the Player’s Handbook). Alternatively, use the orc stat block.

Helmed Horror
Medium construct, neutral

Armor Class 20 (plate, shield)
Hit Points 60 (8d8 + 24)
Speed 30 ft., ly 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 18 (+4) 13 (+1) 16 (+3) 10 (+0) 10 (+0) 10 (+0)

Skills Perception +4
Damage Resistances bludgeoning, piercing, and slashing from 

nonmagical weapons that aren’t adamantine
Damage Immunities force, necrotic, poison
Condition Immunities blinded, charmed, deafened, frightened, 

paralyzed, petriied, poisoned, stunned
Senses blindsight 60 ft. (blind beyond this radius), 

passive Perception 14
Languages understands the languages of its creator but can’t 

speak
Challenge 4 (1,100 XP)

Magic Resistance. The helmed horror has advantage on saving 
throws against spells and other magical efects.

Spell Immunity. The helmed horror is immune to three spells 
chosen by its creator. Typical immunities include ireball, heat 
metal, and lightning bolt.

Actions

Multiattack. The helmed horror makes two longsword attacks.

Longsword. Melee Weapon Attack: +6 to hit, reach 5 ft., one 
target. Hit: 8 (1d8 + 4) slashing damage, or 9 (1d10 + 4) 
slashing damage if used with two hands.

Gray Ooze
Medium ooze, unaligned

Armor Class 8
Hit Points 22 (3d8 + 9)
Speed 10 ft., climb 10 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 12 (+1) 6 (−2) 16 (+3) 1 (−5) 6 (−2) 2 (−4)

Skills Stealth +2
Damage Resistances acid, cold, ire
Condition Immunities blinded, charmed, deafened, exhaustion, 

frightened, prone
Senses blindsight 60 ft. (blind beyond this radius), 

passive Perception 8
Languages —
Challenge 1/2 (100 XP)

Amorphous. The ooze can move through a space as narrow as 
1 inch wide without squeezing.

Corrode Metal. Any nonmagical weapon made of metal that 
hits the ooze corrodes. After dealing damage, the weapon 
takes a permanent and cumulative −1 penalty to damage rolls. 
If its penalty drops to −5, the weapon is destroyed. Nonmagical 
ammunition made of metal that hits the ooze is destroyed after 
dealing damage. 
 The ooze can eat through 2-inch-thick, nonmagical metal in 1 
round.

False Appearance. While the ooze remains motionless, it is 
indistinguishable from an oily pool or wet rock.

Actions

Pseudopod. Melee Weapon Attack: +3 to hit, reach 5 ft., one 
target. Hit: 4 (1d6 + 1) bludgeoning damage plus 7 (2d6) 
acid damage, and if the target is wearing nonmagical metal 
armor, its armor is partly corroded and takes a permanent 
and cumulative −1 penalty to the AC it ofers. The armor is 
destroyed if the penalty reduces its AC to 10.

Griffon
Large monstrosity, unaligned

Armor Class 12
Hit Points 59 (7d10 + 21)
Speed 30 ft., ly 80 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 18 (+4) 15 (+2) 16 (+3) 2 (−4) 13 (+1) 8 (−1)

Skills Perception +5
Senses darkvision 60 ft., passive Perception 15
Languages —
Challenge 2 (450 XP)

Keen Sight. The grifon has advantage on Wisdom (Perception) 
checks that rely on sight.

Actions

Multiattack. The grifon makes two attacks: one with its beak 
and one with its claws.

Beak. Melee Weapon Attack: +6 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
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Knight
Medium humanoid (any race), any alignment

Armor Class 18 (plate)
Hit Points 52 (8d8 + 16)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 16 (+3) 11 (+0) 14 (+2) 11 (+0) 11 (+0) 15 (+2)

Saving Throws Con +4, Wis +2
Senses passive Perception 10
Languages any one language (usually Common)
Challenge 3 (700 XP)

Brave. The knight has advantage on saving throws against 
being frightened.

Actions

Multiattack. The knight makes two melee attacks.

Greatsword. Melee Weapon Attack: +5 to hit, reach 5 ft., one 
target. Hit: 10 (2d6 + 3) slashing damage.

Heavy Crossbow. Ranged Weapon Attack: +2 to hit, range 
100/400 ft., one target. Hit: 5 (1d10) piercing damage.

Leadership (Recharges after a Short or Long Rest). For 1 
minute, the knight can utter a special command or warning 
whenever a nonhostile creature that it can see within 30 feet of 
it makes an attack roll or a saving throw. The creature can add 
a d4 to its roll provided it can hear and understand the knight. 
A creature can beneit from only one Leadership die at a time. 
This efect ends if the knight is incapacitated.

Reactions

Parry. The knight adds 2 to its AC against one melee attack that 
would hit it. To do so, the knight must see the attacker and be 
wielding a melee weapon.

Hobgoblin
Medium humanoid (goblinoid), lawful evil

Armor Class 18 (chain mail, shield)
Hit Points 11 (2d8 + 2)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 13 (+1) 12 (+1) 12 (+1) 10 (+0) 10 (+0) 9 (−1)

Senses darkvision 60 ft., passive Perception 10
Languages Common, Goblin
Challenge 1/2 (100 XP)

Martial Advantage. Once per turn, the hobgoblin can deal an 
extra 7 (2d6) damage to a creature it hits with a weapon attack 
if that creature is within 5 feet of an ally of the hobgoblin that 
isn’t incapacitated.

Actions

Longsword. Melee Weapon Attack: +3 to hit, reach 5 ft., one 
target. Hit: 5 (1d8 + 1) slashing damage, or 6 (1d10 + 1) 
slashing damage if used with two hands.

Longbow. Ranged Weapon Attack: +3 to hit, range 150/600 ft., 
one target. Hit: 5 (1d8 + 1) piercing damage.

Hobgoblin Captain
Medium humanoid (goblinoid), lawful evil

Armor Class 17 (half plate)
Hit Points 39 (6d8 + 12)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 15 (+2) 14 (+2) 14 (+2) 12 (+1) 10 (+0) 13 (+1)

Senses darkvision 60 ft., passive Perception 10
Languages Common, Goblin
Challenge 3 (700 XP)

Martial Advantage. Once per turn, the hobgoblin can deal 
an extra 10 (3d6) damage to a creature it hits with a weapon 
attack if that creature is within 5 feet of an ally of the hobgoblin 
that isn’t incapacitated.

Actions

Multiattack. The hobgoblin makes two greatsword attacks.

Greatsword. Melee Weapon Attack: +4 to hit, reach 5 ft., one 
target. Hit: 9 (2d6 + 2) piercing damage.

Javelin. Melee or Ranged Weapon Attack: +4 to hit, reach 5 ft. or 
range 30/120 ft., one target. Hit: 5 (1d6 + 2) piercing damage.

Leadership (Recharges after a Short or Long Rest). For 1 
minute, the hobgoblin can utter a special command or warning 
whenever a nonhostile creature that it can see within 30 feet 
of it makes an attack roll or a saving throw. The creature can 
add a d4 to its roll provided it can hear and understand the 
hobgoblin. A creature can beneit from only one Leadership die 
at a time. This efect ends if the hobgoblin is incapacitated.
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Mage
Medium humanoid (any race), any alignment

Armor Class 12 (15 with mage armor)
Hit Points 40 (9d8)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 9 (−1) 14 (+2) 11 (+0) 17 (+3) 12 (+1) 11 (+0)

Saving Throws Int +6, Wis +4
Skills Arcana +6, History +6
Senses passive Perception 11
Languages any four languages
Challenge 6 (2,300 XP)

Spellcasting. The mage is a 9th-level spellcaster. Its 
spellcasting ability is Intelligence (spell save DC 14, +6 to hit 
with spell attacks). The mage has the following wizard spells 
prepared:

Cantrips (at will): ire bolt, light, mage hand, prestidigitation
1st level (4 slots): detect magic, mage armor, magic missile, 

shield
2nd level (3 slots): misty step, suggestion
3rd level (3 slots): counterspell, ireball, ly
4th level (3 slots): greater invisibility, ice storm
5th level (1 slot): cone of cold

Actions

Dagger. Melee or Ranged Weapon Attack: +5 to hit, reach 5 ft. or 
range 20/60 ft., one target. Hit: 4 (1d4 + 2) piercing damage.

Noble
Medium humanoid (any race), any alignment

Armor Class 15 (breastplate)
Hit Points 9 (2d8)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 11 (+0) 12 (+1) 11 (+0) 12 (+1) 14 (+2) 16 (+3)

Skills Deception +5, Insight +4, Persuasion +5
Senses passive Perception 10
Languages any two languages
Challenge 1/8 (25 XP)

Actions

Rapier. Melee Weapon Attack: +3 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 5 (1d8 + 1) piercing damage.

Reactions

Parry. The noble adds 2 to its AC against one melee attack that 
would hit it. To do so, the noble must see the attacker and be 
wielding a melee weapon.

Kobold
Small humanoid (kobold), lawful evil

Armor Class 12
Hit Points 5 (2d6 − 2)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 7 (−2) 15 (+2) 9 (−1) 8 (−1) 7 (−2) 8 (−1)

Senses darkvision 60 ft., passive Perception 8
Languages Common, Draconic
Challenge 1/8 (25 XP)

Sunlight Sensitivity. While in sunlight, the kobold has 
disadvantage on attack rolls, as well as on Wisdom 
(Perception) checks that rely on sight.

Pack Tactics. The kobold has advantage on an attack roll 
against a creature if at least one of the kobold’s allies is within 
5 feet of the creature and the ally isn’t incapacitated.

Actions

Dagger. Melee Weapon Attack: +4 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 4 (1d4 + 2) piercing damage.

Sling. Ranged Weapon Attack: +4 to hit, range 30/120 ft., one 
target. Hit: 4 (1d4 + 2) bludgeoning damage.

Lizardfolk
Medium humanoid (lizardfolk), neutral

Armor Class 15 (natural armor, shield)
Hit Points 22 (4d8 + 4)
Speed 30 ft., swim 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 15 (+2) 10 (+0) 13 (+1) 7 (−2) 12 (+1) 7 (−2)

Skills Perception +3, Stealth +4, Survival +5
Senses passive Perception 13
Languages Draconic
Challenge 1/2 (100 XP)

Hold Breath. The lizardfolk can hold its breath for 15 minutes.

Actions

Multiattack. The lizardfolk makes two melee attacks, each one 
with a diferent weapon.

Bite. Melee Weapon Attack: +4 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 5 (1d6 + 2) piercing damage.

Heavy Club. Melee Weapon Attack: +4 to hit, reach 5 ft., one 
target. Hit: 5 (1d6 + 2) bludgeoning damage.

Javelin. Melee or Ranged Weapon Attack: +4 to hit, reach 5 ft. or 
range 30/120 ft., one target. Hit: 5 (1d6 + 2) piercing damage.

Spiked Shield. Melee Weapon Attack: +4 to hit, reach 5 ft., one 
target. Hit: 5 (1d6 + 2) piercing damage.
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Otyugh
Large aberration, neutral

Armor Class 14 (natural armor)
Hit Points 114 (12d10 + 48)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 16 (+3) 11 (+0) 19 (+4) 6 (−2) 13 (+1) 6 (−2)

Saving Throws Con +7
Senses darkvision 120 ft., passive Perception 11
Languages Otyugh
Challenge 5 (1,800 XP)

Limited Telepathy. The otyugh can magically transmit simple 
messages and images to any creature within 120 feet of it that 
can understand a language. This form of telepathy doesn’t 
allow the receiving creature to telepathically respond.

Actions

Multiattack. The otyugh makes three attacks: one with its bite 
and two with its tentacles.

Bite. Melee Weapon Attack: +6 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. Hit: 
12 (2d8 + 3) piercing damage. If the target is a creature, it must 
succeed on a DC 15 Constitution saving throw against disease 
or become poisoned until the disease is cured. Every 24 hours 
that elapse, the target must repeat the saving throw, reducing 
its hit point maximum by 5 (1d10) on a failure. The disease is 
cured on a success. The target dies if the disease reduces its 
hit point maximum to 0. This reduction to the target’s hit point 
maximum lasts until the disease is cured.

Tentacle. Melee Weapon Attack: +6 to hit, reach 10 ft., one 
target. Hit: 7 (1d8 + 3) bludgeoning damage plus 4 (1d8) 
piercing damage. If the target is Medium or smaller, it is 
grappled (escape DC 13) and restrained until the grapple ends. 
The otyugh has two tentacles, each of which can grapple one 
target.

Tentacle Slam. The otyugh slams creatures grappled by it into 
each other or a solid surface. Each creature must succeed on a 
DC 14 Strength saving throw or take 10 (2d6 + 3) bludgeoning 
damage and be stunned until the end of the otyugh’s next turn. 
On a successful save, the target takes half the bludgeoning 
damage and isn’t stunned.

Ogre
Large giant, chaotic evil

Armor Class 11 (hide armor)
Hit Points 59 (7d10 + 21)
Speed 40 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 19 (+4) 8 (−1) 16 (+3) 5 (−3) 7 (−2) 7 (−2)

Senses darkvision 60 ft., passive Perception 8
Languages Common, Giant
Challenge 2 (450 XP)

Actions

Greatclub. Melee Weapon Attack: +6 to hit, reach 5 ft., one 
target. Hit: 13 (2d8 + 4) bludgeoning damage.

Javelin. Melee or Ranged Weapon Attack: +6 to hit, reach 5 ft. or 
range 30/120 ft., one target. Hit: 11 (2d6 + 4) piercing damage.

Orc
Medium humanoid (orc), chaotic evil

Armor Class 13 (hide armor)
Hit Points 15 (2d8 + 6)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 16 (+3) 12 (+1) 16 (+3) 7 (−2) 11 (+0) 10 (+0)

Skills Intimidation +2
Senses darkvision 60 ft., passive Perception 10
Languages Common, Orc
Challenge 1/2 (100 XP)

Aggressive. As a bonus action, the orc can move up to its speed 
toward a hostile creature that it can see.

Actions

Greataxe. Melee Weapon Attack: +5 to hit, reach 5 ft., one 
target. Hit: 9 (1d12 + 3) slashing damage.

Javelin. Melee or Ranged Weapon Attack: +5 to hit, reach 5 ft. or 
range 30/120 ft., one target. Hit: 6 (1d6 + 3) piercing damage.
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2nd level (3 slots): lesser restoration, spiritual weapon
3rd level (2 slots): dispel magic, spirit guardians

Actions

Mace. Melee Weapon Attack: +2 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 3 (1d6) bludgeoning damage.

Roper
Large monstrosity, neutral evil

Armor Class 20 (natural armor)
Hit Points 93 (11d10 + 33)
Speed 10 ft., climb 10 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 18 (+4) 8 (−1) 17 (+3) 7 (−2) 16 (+3) 6 (−2)

Skills Perception +6, Stealth +5
Senses darkvision 60 ft., passive Perception 16
Languages —
Challenge 5 (1,800 XP)

False Appearance. While the roper remains motionless, it is 
indistinguishable from a normal cave formation, such as a 
stalagmite.

Grasping Tendrils. The roper can have up to six tendrils at 
a time. Each tendril can be attacked (AC 20; 10 hit points; 
immunity to poison and psychic damage). Destroying a tendril 
deals no damage to the roper, which can extrude a replacement 
tendril on its next turn. A tendril can also be broken if a 
creature takes an action and succeeds on a DC 15 Strength 
check against it.

Spider Climb. The roper can climb diicult surfaces, including 
upside down on ceilings, without needing to make an ability 
check.

Actions

Multiattack. The roper makes four attacks with its tendrils, 
uses Reel, and makes one attack with its bite.

Bite. Melee Weapon Attack: +7 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 22 (4d8 + 4) piercing damage.

Tendril. Melee Weapon Attack: +7 to hit, reach 50 ft., one 
creature. Hit: The target is grappled (escape DC 15). Until the 
grapple ends, the target is restrained and has disadvantage 
on Strength checks and Strength saving throws, and the roper 
can’t use the same tendril on another target.

Reel. The roper pulls each creature grappled by it up to 25 feet 
straight toward it.

Peryton
Medium monstrosity, chaotic evil

Armor Class 13 (natural armor)
Hit Points 33 (6d8 + 6)
Speed 20 ft., ly 60 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 16 (+3) 12 (+1) 13 (+1) 9 (−1) 12 (+1) 10 (+0)

Skills Perception +5
Damage Resistances bludgeoning, piercing, and slashing from 

nonmagical weapons
Senses passive Perception 15
Languages understands Common and Elvish but can’t speak
Challenge 2 (450 XP)

Dive Attack. If the peryton is lying and dives at least 30 feet 
straight toward a target and then hits it with a melee weapon 
attack, the attack deals an extra 9 (2d8) damage to the target.

Flyby. The peryton doesn’t provoke an opportunity attack when 
it lies out of an enemy’s reach.

Keen Sight and Smell. The peryton has advantage on Wisdom 
(Perception) checks that rely on sight or smell.

Actions

Multiattack. The peryton makes one gore attack and one talon 
attack.

Gore. Melee Weapon Attack: +5 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 7 (1d8 + 3) piercing damage.

Talons. Melee Weapon Attack: +5 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 8 (2d4 + 3) piercing damage.

Priest
Medium humanoid (any race), any alignment

Armor Class 13 (chain shirt)
Hit Points 27 (5d8 + 5)
Speed 25 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 10 (+0) 10 (+0) 12 (+1) 13 (+1) 16 (+3) 13 (+1)

Skills Medicine +7, Persuasion +3, Religion +4
Senses passive Perception 13
Languages any two languages
Challenge 2 (450 XP)

Divine Eminence. As a bonus action, the priest can expend a 
spell slot to cause its melee weapon attacks to magically deal 
an extra 10 (3d6) radiant damage to a target on a hit. This 
beneit lasts until the end of the turn. If the priest expends a 
spell slot of 2nd level or higher, the extra damage increases by 
1d6 for each level above 1st.

Spellcasting. The priest is a 5th-level spellcaster. Its 
spellcasting ability is Wisdom (spell save DC 13, +5 to hit 
with spell attacks). The priest has the following cleric spells 
prepared:

Cantrips (at will): light, sacred lame, thaumaturgy
1st level (4 slots): cure wounds, guiding bolt, sanctuary
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Shambling Mound
Large plant, unaligned

Armor Class 15 (natural armor)
Hit Points 136 (16d10 + 48)
Speed 20 ft., swim 20 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 18 (+4) 8 (−1) 16 (+3) 5 (−3) 10 (+0) 5 (−3)

Skills Stealth +2
Damage Resistances cold, ire
Damage Immunities lightning
Condition Immunities blinded, deafened, exhaustion
Senses blindsight 60 ft. (blind beyond this radius), 

passive Perception 10
Languages —
Challenge 5 (1,800 XP)

Lightning Absorption. Whenever the shambling mound is 
subjected to lightning damage, it takes no damage and regains 
a number of hit points equal to the lightning damage dealt.

Actions

Multiattack. The shambling mound makes two slam attacks. 
If both attacks hit a Medium or smaller target, the target is 
grappled (escape DC 14), and the shambling mound uses its 
Engulf on it.

Slam. Melee Weapon Attack: +7 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 13 (2d8 + 4) bludgeoning damage.

Engulf. The shambling mound engulfs a Medium or smaller 
creature grappled by it. The engulfed target is blinded, 
restrained, and unable to breathe, and it must succeed on a 
DC 14 Constitution saving throw at the start of each of the 
mound’s turns or take 13 (2d8 + 4) bludgeoning damage. If the 
mound moves, the engulfed target moves with it. The mound 
can have only one creature engulfed at a time.

Rug of Smothering
Large construct, unaligned

Armor Class 12
Hit Points 33 (6d10)
Speed 10 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 17 (+3) 14 (+2) 10 (+0) 1 (−5) 3 (−4) 1 (−5)

Damage Immunities poison, psychic
Condition Immunities blinded, charmed, deafened, frightened, 

paralyzed, petriied, poisoned
Senses blindsight 60 ft. (blind beyond this radius), 

passive Perception 6
Languages —
Challenge 2 (450 XP)

Antimagic Susceptibility. The rug is incapacitated while in 
the area of an antimagic ield. If targeted by dispel magic, the 
rug must succeed on a Constitution saving throw against the 
caster’s spell save DC or fall unconscious for 1 minute.

Damage Transfer. While it is grappling a creature, the rug takes 
only half the damage dealt to it, and the creature grappled by 
the rug takes the other half.

False Appearance. While the rug remains motionless, it is 
indistinguishable from a normal rug.

Actions

Smother. Melee Weapon Attack: +5 to hit, reach 5 ft., one 
Medium or smaller creature. Hit: The creature is grappled 
(escape DC 13). Until this grapple ends, the target is restrained, 
blinded, and at risk of sufocating, and the rug can’t smother 
another target. In addition, at the start of each of the target’s 
turns, the target takes 10 (2d6 + 3) bludgeoning damage.

Scout
Medium humanoid (any race), any alignment

Armor Class 13 (leather armor)
Hit Points 16 (3d8 + 3)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 11 (+0) 14 (+2) 12 (+1) 11 (+0) 13 (+1) 11 (+0)

Skills Nature +4, Perception +5, Stealth +6, Survival +5
Senses passive Perception 15
Languages any one language (usually Common)
Challenge 1/2 (100 XP)

Keen Hearing and Sight. The scout has advantage on Wisdom 
(Perception) checks that rely on hearing or sight.

Actions

Multiattack. The scout makes two melee attacks or two ranged 
attacks.

Shortsword. Melee Weapon Attack: +4 to hit, reach 5 ft., one 
target. Hit: 5 (1d6 + 2) piercing damage.

Longbow. Ranged Weapon Attack: +4 to hit, ranged 150/600 ft., 
one target. Hit: 6 (1d8 + 2) piercing damage.
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Spy
Medium humanoid (any race), any alignment

Armor Class 12
Hit Points 27 (6d8)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 10 (+0) 15 (+2) 10 (+0) 12 (+1) 14 (+2) 16 (+3)

Skills Deception +5, Insight +4, Investigation +5, Perception +6, 
Persuasion +5, Sleight of Hand +4, Stealth +4

Senses passive Perception 16
Languages any two languages
Challenge 1 (200 XP)

Cunning Action. On each of its turns, the spy can use a bonus 
action to take the Dash, Disengage, or Hide action.

Sneak Attack (1/Turn). The spy deals an extra 7 (2d6) damage 
when it hits a target with a weapon attack and has advantage 
on the attack roll, or when the target is within 5 feet of an ally 
of the spy that isn’t incapacitated and the spy doesn’t have 
disadvantage on the attack roll.

Actions

Multiattack. The spy makes two melee attacks.

Shortsword. Melee Weapon Attack: +4 to hit, reach 5 ft., one 
target. Hit: 5 (1d6 + 2) piercing damage.

Hand Crossbow. Ranged Weapon Attack: +4 to hit, range 30/120 
ft., one target. Hit: 5 (1d6 + 2) piercing damage.

Stirge
Tiny beast, unaligned

Armor Class 14 (natural armor)
Hit Points 2 (1d4)
Speed 10 ft., ly 40 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 4 (−3) 16 (+3) 11 (+0) 2 (−4) 8 (−1) 6 (−2)

Senses darkvision 60 ft., passive Perception 9
Languages —
Challenge 1/8 (25 XP)

Actions

Blood Drain. Melee Weapon Attack: +5 to hit, reach 5 ft., one 
creature. Hit: 5 (1d4 + 3) piercing damage, and the stirge 
attaches to the target. While attached, the stirge doesn’t 
attack. Instead, at the start of each of the stirge’s turns, the 
target loses 5 (1d4 + 3) hit points due to blood loss. 
 The stirge can detach itself by spending 5 feet of its 
movement. It does so after it drains 10 hit points of blood from 
the target or the target dies. A creature, including the target, 
can use its action to detach the stirge.

Specter
Medium undead, chaotic evil

Armor Class 12
Hit Points 22 (5d8)
Speed 0 ft., ly 50 ft. (hover)

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 1 (−5) 14 (+2) 11 (+0) 10 (+0) 10 (+0) 11 (+0)

Damage Resistances acid, cold, ire, lightning, thunder; 
bludgeoning, piercing, and slashing from nonmagical 
weapons

Damage Immunities necrotic, poison
Condition Immunities charmed, exhaustion, grappled, 

paralyzed, petriied, poisoned, prone, restrained, 
unconscious

Senses darkvision 60 ft., passive Perception 10
Languages understands all languages it knew in life but can’t 

speak
Challenge 1 (200 XP)

Incorporeal Movement. The specter can move through other 
creatures and objects as if they were diicult terrain. It takes 5 
(1d10) force damage if it ends its turn inside an object.

Sunlight Sensitivity. While in sunlight, the specter has 
disadvantage on attack rolls, as well as on Wisdom 
(Perception) checks that rely on sight.

Actions

Life Drain. Melee Spell Attack: +4 to hit, reach 5 ft., one 
creature. Hit: 10 (3d6) necrotic damage. The target must 
succeed on a DC 10 Constitution saving throw or its hit point 
maximum is reduced by an amount equal to the damage taken. 
This reduction lasts until the creature inishes a long rest. The 
target dies if this efect reduces its hit point maximum to 0.
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Slam. Melee Weapon Attack: +10 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 19 (3d8 + 6) bludgeoning damage.

Slow (Recharge 5–6). The golem targets one or more creatures 
it can see within 10 feet of it. Each target must make a DC 17 
Wisdom saving throw against this magic. On a failed save, a 
target can’t use reactions, its speed is halved, and it can’t make 
more than one attack on its turn. In addition, the target can 
take either an action or a bonus action on its turn, not both. 
These efects last for 1 minute. A target can repeat the saving 
throw at the end of each of its turns, ending the efect on itself 
on a success.

Swarm of Centipedes
Use the swarm of insects stat block, below.

Swarm of Insects
Medium swarm of Tiny beasts, unaligned

Armor Class 12 (natural armor)
Hit Points 22 (5d8)
Speed 20 ft., climb 20 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 3 (−4) 13 (+1) 10 (+0) 1 (−5) 7 (−2) 1 (−5)

Damage Resistances bludgeoning, piercing, slashing
Condition Immunities charmed, frightened, paralyzed, 

petriied, prone, restrained, stunned
Senses blindsight 10 ft., passive Perception 8
Languages —
Challenge 1/2 (100 XP)

Swarm. The swarm can occupy another creature’s space and 
vice versa, and the swarm can move through any opening large 
enough for a Tiny insect. The swarm can’t regain hit points or 
gain temporary hit points.

Actions

Bites. Melee Weapon Attack: +3 to hit, reach 0 ft., one target in 
the swarm’s space. Hit: 10 (4d4) piercing damage, or 5 (2d4) 
piercing damage if the swarm has half of its hit points or fewer.

Stone Giant
Huge giant, neutral

Armor Class 17 (natural armor)
Hit Points 126 (11d12 + 55)
Speed 40 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 23 (+6) 15 (+2) 20 (+5) 10 (+0) 12 (+1) 9 (−1)

Saving Throws Dex +5, Con +8, Wis +4
Skills Athletics +12, Perception +4
Senses darkvision 60 ft., passive Perception 14
Languages Giant
Challenge 7 (2,900 XP)

Stone Camoulage. The giant has advantage on Dexterity 
(Stealth) checks made to hide in rocky terrain.

Actions

Multiattack. The giant makes two greatclub attacks.

Greatclub. Melee Weapon Attack: +9 to hit, reach 15 ft., one 
target. Hit: 19 (3d8 + 6) bludgeoning damage.

Rock. Ranged Weapon Attack: +9 to hit, range 60/240 ft., one 
target. Hit: 28 (4d10 + 6) bludgeoning damage. If the target is a 
creature, it must succeed on a DC 17 Strength saving throw or 
be knocked prone.

Reactions

Rock Catching. If a rock or similar object is hurled at the giant, 
the giant can, with a successful DC 10 Dexterity saving throw, 
catch the missile and take no bludgeoning damage from it.

Stone Golem
Large construct, unaligned

Armor Class 17 (natural armor)
Hit Points 178 (17d10 + 85)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 22 (+6) 9 (−1) 20 (+5) 3 (−4) 11 (+0) 1 (−5)

Damage Immunities poison, psychic; bludgeoning, piercing, 
and slashing from nonmagical weapons that aren’t 
adamantine

Condition Immunities charmed, exhaustion, frightened, 
paralyzed, petriied, poisoned

Senses darkvision 120 ft., passive Perception 10
Languages understands the languages of its creator but can’t 

speak
Challenge 10 (5,900 XP)

Immutable Form. The golem is immune to any spell or efect 
that would alter its form.

Magic Resistance. The golem has advantage on saving throws 
against spells and other magical efects.

Magic Weapons. The golem’s weapon attacks are magical.

Actions

Multiattack. The golem makes two slam attacks.
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Troll
Large giant, chaotic evil

Armor Class 15 (natural armor)
Hit Points 84 (8d10 + 40)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 18 (+4) 13 (+1) 20 (+5) 7 (−2) 9 (−1) 7 (−2)

Skills Perception +1
Senses darkvision 60 ft., passive Perception 11
Languages Giant
Challenge 5 (1,800 XP)

Keen Smell. The troll has advantage on Wisdom (Perception) 
checks that rely on smell.

Regeneration. The troll regains 10 hit points at the start of its 
turn. If the troll takes acid or ire damage, this trait doesn’t 
function at the start of the troll’s next turn. The troll dies only if 
it starts its turn with 0 hit points and doesn’t regenerate.

Actions

Multiattack. The troll makes three attacks: one with its bite 
and two with its claws.

Bite. Melee Weapon Attack: +7 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 7 (1d6 + 4) piercing damage.

Claw. Melee Weapon Attack: +7 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 11 (2d6 + 4) slashing damage.

Swarm of Rats
Medium swarm of Tiny beasts, unaligned

Armor Class 10
Hit Points 24 (7d8 − 7)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 9 (−1) 11 (+0) 9 (−1) 2 (−4) 10 (+0) 3 (−4)

Damage Resistances bludgeoning, piercing, slashing
Condition Immunities charmed, frightened, paralyzed, 

petriied, prone, restrained, stunned
Senses darkvision 30 ft., passive Perception 10
Languages —
Challenge 1/4 (50 XP)

Keen Smell. The swarm has advantage on Wisdom (Perception) 
checks that rely on smell.

Swarm. The swarm can occupy another creature’s space and 
vice versa, and the swarm can move through any opening large 
enough for a Tiny rat. The swarm can’t regain hit points or gain 
temporary hit points.

Actions

Bites. Melee Weapon Attack: +2 to hit, reach 0 ft., one target in 
the swarm’s space. Hit: 7 (2d6) piercing damage, or 3 (1d6) 
piercing damage if the swarm has half of its hit points or fewer.

Troglodyte
Medium humanoid (troglodyte), chaotic evil

Armor Class 11 (natural armor)
Hit Points 13 (2d8 + 4)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 14 (+2) 10 (+0) 14 (+2) 6 (−2) 10 (+0) 6 (−2)

Skills Stealth +2
Senses darkvision 60 ft., passive Perception 10
Languages Troglodyte
Challenge 1/4 (50 XP)

Chameleon Skin. The troglodyte has advantage on Dexterity 
(Stealth) checks made to hide.

Stench. Any creature other than a troglodyte that starts its 
turn within 5 feet of the troglodyte must succeed on a DC 12 
Constitution saving throw or be poisoned until the start of the 
creature’s next turn. On a successful saving throw, the creature 
is immune to the stench of all troglodytes for 1 hour.

Sunlight Sensitivity. While in sunlight, the troglodyte 
has disadvantage on attack rolls, as well as on Wisdom 
(Perception) checks that rely on sight.

Actions

Multiattack. The troglodyte makes three attacks: one with its 
bite and two with its claws.

Bite. Melee Weapon Attack: +4 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 4 (1d4 + 2) piercing damage.

Claw. Melee Weapon Attack: +4 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 4 (1d4 + 2) slashing damage.



Not for resale. Permission granted to print and photocopy this document for personal use only.

2020
Hoard of the Dragon Queen • Monsters

incapacitated in its resting place, the vampire is paralyzed until 
the stake is removed. 
 Sunlight Hypersensitivity. The vampire takes 20 radiant 
damage when it starts its turn in sunlight. While in sunlight, it 
has disadvantage on attack rolls and ability checks.

Actions

Multiattack (Vampire Form Only). The vampire makes two 
attacks, only one of which can be a bite attack.

Unarmed Strike (Vampire Form Only). Melee Weapon Attack: 
+9 to hit, reach 5 ft., one creature. Hit: 8 (1d8 + 4) bludgeoning 
damage. Instead of dealing damage, the vampire can grapple 
the target (escape DC 18).

Bite (Bat or Vampire Form Only). Melee Weapon Attack: +9 
to hit, reach 5 ft., one willing creature, or a creature that is 
grappled by the vampire, incapacitated, or restrained. Hit: 7 
(1d6 + 4) piercing damage plus 10 (3d6) necrotic damage. The 
target’s hit point maximum is reduced by an amount equal to 
the necrotic damage taken, and the vampire regains hit points 
equal to that amount. The reduction lasts until the target 
inishes a long rest. The target dies if this efect reduces its hit 
point maximum to 0. A humanoid slain in this way and then 
buried in the ground rises the following night as a vampire 
spawn under the vampire’s control.

Charm. The vampire targets one humanoid it can see within 
30 feet of it. If the target can see the vampire, the target must 
succeed on a DC 17 Wisdom saving throw against this magic 
or be charmed by the vampire. The charmed target regards 
the vampire as a trusted friend to be heeded and protected. 
Although the target isn’t under the vampire’s control, it takes 
the vampire’s requests or actions in the most favorable way it 
can, and it is a willing target for the vampire’s bit attack. 
 Each time the vampire or the vampire’s companions do 
anything harmful to the target, it can repeat the saving throw, 
ending the efect on itself on a success. Otherwise, the 
efect lasts 24 hours or until the vampire is destroyed, is on a 
diferent plane of existence than the target, or takes a bonus 
action to end the efect.

Children of the Night (1/Day). The vampire magically calls 2d4 
swarms of bats or rats, provided that the sun isn’t up. While 
outdoors, the vampire can call 3d6 wolves instead. The called 
creatures arrive in 1d4 rounds, acting as allies of the vampire 
and obeying its spoken commands. The beasts remain for 1 
hour, until the vampire dies, or until the vampire dismisses 
them as a bonus action.

Legendary Actions

The vampire can take 3 legendary actions, choosing from the 
options below. Only one legendary action option can be used 
at a time and only at the end of another creature’s turn. The 
vampire regains spent legendary actions at the start of its turn.

Move. The vampire moves up to its speed without provoking 
opportunity attacks.

Unarmed Strike. The vampire makes one unarmed strike.
Bite (Costs 2 Actions). The vampire makes one bite attack.

Vampire
Medium undead (shapechanger), lawful evil

Armor Class 16 (natural armor)
Hit Points 144 (17d8 + 68)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 18 (+4) 18 (+4) 18 (+4) 17 (+3) 15 (+2) 18 (+4)

Saving Throws Dex +9, Wis +7, Cha +9
Skills Perception +7, Stealth +9
Damage Resistances necrotic; bludgeoning, piercing, and 

slashing from nonmagical weapons
Senses darkvision 120 ft., passive Perception 17
Languages the languages it knew in life
Challenge 13 (10,000 XP)

Shapechanger. If the vampire isn’t in sunlight or running water, 
it can use its action to polymorph into a Tiny bat or a Medium 
cloud of mist, or back into its true form. 
 While in bat form, the vampire can’t speak, its walking speed 
is 5 feet, and it has a lying speed of 30 feet. Its statistics, other 
than its size and speed, are unchanged. Anything it is wearing 
transforms with it, but nothing it is carrying does. It reverts to 
its true form if it dies. 
 While in mist form, the vampire can’t take any actions, speak, 
or manipulate objects. It is weightless, has a lying speed of 20 
feet, can hover, and can enter a hostile creature’s space and 
stop there. In addition, if air can pass through a space, the mist 
can do so without squeezing, and it can’t pass through water. It 
has advantage on Strength, Dexterity, and Constitution saving 
throws, and it is immune to all nonmagical damage, except the 
damage it takes from sunlight.

Legendary Resistance (3/Day). If the vampire fails a saving 
throw, it can choose to succeed instead.

Misty Escape. When it drops to 0 hit points outside its resting 
place, the vampire transforms into a cloud of mist (as in the 
Shapechanger trait) instead of falling unconscious, provided 
that it isn’t in sunlight or running water. If it can’t transform, it 
is destroyed. 
 While it has 0 hit points in mist form, it can’t revert to its 
vampire form, and it must reach its resting place within 2 
hours or be destroyed. Once in its resting place, it reverts to 
its vampire form. It is then paralyzed until it regains at least 1 
hit point. After spending 1 hour in its resting place with 0 hit 
points, it regains 1 hit point.

Regeneration. The vampire regains 20 hit points at the start 
of its turn if it has at least 1 hit point and isn’t in sunlight or 
running water. If the vampire takes radiant damage or damage 
from holy water, this trait doesn’t function at the start of the 
vampire’s next turn.

Spider Climb. The vampire can climb diicult surfaces, 
including upside down on ceilings, without needing to make an 
ability check.

Vampire Weaknesses. The vampire has the following laws: 
 Forbiddance. The vampire can’t enter a residence without an 
invitation from one of the occupants. 
 Harmed by Running Water. The vampire takes 20 acid damage 
if it ends its turn in running water. 
 Stake to the Heart. If a piercing weapon made of wood 
is driven into the vampire’s heart while the vampire is 
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Veteran
Medium humanoid (any race), any alignment

Armor Class 17 (splint)
Hit Points 58 (9d8 + 18)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 16 (+3) 13 (+1) 14 (+2) 10 (+0) 11 (+0) 10 (+0)

Skills Athletics +5, Perception +2
Senses passive Perception 12
Languages any one language (usually Common)
Challenge 3 (700 XP)

Actions

Multiattack. The veteran makes two longsword attacks. If it 
has a shortsword drawn, it can also make a shortsword attack.

Longsword. Melee Weapon Attack: +5 to hit, reach 5 ft., one 
target. Hit: 7 (1d8 + 3) slashing damage, or 8 (1d10 + 3) 
slashing damage if used with two hands.

Shortsword. Melee Weapon Attack: +5 to hit, reach 5 ft., one 
target. Hit: 6 (1d6 + 3) piercing damage.

Heavy Crossbow. Ranged Weapon Attack: +3 to hit, range 
100/400 ft., one target. Hit: 5 (1d10) piercing damage.

Violet Fungus
Medium plant, unaligned

Armor Class 5
Hit Points 18 (4d8)
Speed 5 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 3 (−4) 1 (−5) 10 (+0) 1 (−5) 3 (−4) 1 (−5)

Condition Immunities blinded, deafened, frightened
Senses blindsight 30 ft. (blind beyond this radius), 

passive Perception 6
Languages —
Challenge 1/4 (50 XP)

False Appearance. While the violet fungus remains motionless, 
it is indistinguishable from an ordinary fungus.

Actions

Multiattack. The fungus makes 1d4 Rotting Touch attacks.

Rotting Touch. Melee Weapon Attack: +2 to hit, reach 10 ft., one 
creature. Hit: 4 (1d8) necrotic damage.

Vampire Spawn
Medium undead, neutral evil

Armor Class 15 (natural armor)
Hit Points 82 (11d8 + 33)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 16 (+3) 16 (+3) 16 (+3) 11 (+0) 10 (+0) 12 (+1)

Saving Throws Dex +6, Wis +3
Skills Perception +3, Stealth +6
Damage Resistances necrotic; bludgeoning, piercing, and 

slashing from nonmagical weapons
Senses darkvision 60 ft., passive Perception 13
Languages the languages it knew in life
Challenge 5 (1,800 XP)

Regeneration. The vampire regains 10 hit points at the start 
of its turn if it has at least 1 hit point and isn’t in sunlight or 
running water. If the vampire takes radiant damage or damage 
from holy water, this trait doesn’t function at the start of the 
vampire’s next turn.

Spider Climb. The vampire can climb diicult surfaces, 
including upside down on ceilings, without needing to make an 
ability check.

Vampire Weaknesses. The vampire has the following laws: 
 Forbiddance. The vampire can’t enter a residence without an 
invitation from one of the occupants. 
 Harmed by Running Water. The vampire takes 20 acid damage 
when it ends its turn in running water. 
 Stake to the Heart. The vampire is destroyed if a piercing 
weapon made of wood is driven into its heart while it is 
incapacitated in its resting place. 
 Sunlight Hypersensitivity. The vampire takes 20 radiant 
damage when it starts its turn in sunlight. While in sunlight, it 
has disadvantage on attack rolls and ability checks.

Actions

Multiattack. The vampire makes two attacks, only one of which 
can be a bite attack.

Claws. Melee Weapon Attack: +6 to hit, reach 5 ft., one creature. 
Hit: 8 (2d4 + 3) slashing damage. Instead of dealing damage, 
the vampire can grapple the target (escape DC 13).

Bite. Melee Weapon Attack: +6 to hit, reach 5 ft., one willing 
creature, or a creature that is grappled by the vampire, 
incapacitated, or restrained. Hit: 6 (1d6 + 3) piercing damage 
plus 7 (2d6) necrotic damage. The target’s hit point maximum 
is reduced by an amount equal to the necrotic damage taken, 
and the vampire regains hit points equal to that amount. The 
reduction lasts until the target inishes a long rest. The target 
dies if this efect reduces its hit point maximum to 0.
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Winged Kobold
Small humanoid (kobold), lawful evil

Armor Class 13
Hit Points 7 (3d6 − 3)
Speed 30 ft., ly 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 7 (−2) 16 (+3) 9 (−1) 8 (−1) 7 (−2) 8 (−1)

Senses darkvision 60 ft., passive Perception 8
Languages Common, Draconic
Challenge 1/4 (50 XP)

Sunlight Sensitivity. While in sunlight, the kobold has 
disadvantage on attack rolls, as well as on Wisdom 
(Perception) checks that rely on sight.

Pack Tactics. The kobold has advantage on an attack roll 
against a creature if at least one of the kobold’s allies is within 
5 feet of the creature and the ally isn’t incapacitated.

Actions

Dagger. Melee Weapon Attack: +5 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 5 (1d4 + 3) piercing damage.

Dropped Rock. Ranged Weapon Attack: +5 to hit, one target 
directly below the kobold. Hit: 6 (1d6 + 3) bludgeoning 
damage. 

Wyvern
Large dragon, unaligned

Armor Class 13 (natural armor)
Hit Points 110 (13d10 + 39)
Speed 20 ft., ly 80 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 19 (+4) 10 (+0) 16 (+3) 5 (−3) 12 (+1) 6 (−2)

Skills Perception +4
Senses darkvision 60 ft., passive Perception 14
Languages —
Challenge 6 (2,300 XP)

Actions

Multiattack. The wyvern makes two attacks: one with its bite 
and one with its stinger. While lying, it can use its claws in 
place of one other attack.

Bite. Melee Weapon Attack: +7 to hit, reach 10 ft., one creature. 
Hit: 11 (2d6 + 4) piercing damage.

Claws. Melee Weapon Attack: +7 to hit, reach 5 ft., one target. 
Hit: 13 (2d8 + 4) slashing damage.

Stinger. Melee Weapon Attack: +7 to hit, reach 10 ft., one 
creature. Hit: 11 (2d6 + 4) piercing damage. The target must 
make a DC 15 Constitution saving throw, taking 24 (7d6) 
poison damage on a failed save, or half as much damage on a 
successful one.

Will-o’-Wisp
Tiny undead, chaotic evil

Armor Class 19
Hit Points 22 (9d4)
Speed 0 ft., ly 50 ft. (hover)

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 1 (−5) 28 (+9) 10 (+0) 13 (+1) 14 (+2) 11 (+0)

Damage Immunities lightning, poison
Damage Resistances acid, cold, ire, necrotic, thunder; 

bludgeoning, piercing, and slashing from nonmagical 
weapons

Condition Immunities exhaustion, grappled, paralyzed, 
poisoned, prone, restrained, unconscious

Senses darkvision 120 ft., passive Perception 12
Languages the languages it knew in life
Challenge 2 (450 XP)

Consume Life. As a bonus action, the will-o’-wisp can target 
one creature it can see within 5 feet of it that has 0 hit 
points and is still alive. The target must succeed on a DC 10 
Constitution saving throw against this magic or die. If the 
target dies, the will-o’-wisp regains 10 (3d6) hit points.

Ephemeral. The will-o’-wisp can’t wear or carry anything.

Incorporeal Movement. The will-o’-wisp can move through 
other creatures and objects as if they were diicult terrain. It 
takes 5 (1d10) force damage if it ends its turn inside an object.

Variable Illumination. The will-o’-wisp sheds bright light in a 5- 
to 20-foot radius and dim light for an additional number of feet 
equal to the chosen radius. The will-o’-wisp can alter the radius 
as a bonus action.

Actions

Shock. Melee Spell Attack: +4 to hit, reach 5 ft., one creature. 
Hit: 9 (2d8) lightning damage.

Invisibility. The will-o’-wisp and its light magically become 
invisible until it attacks or uses its Life Drain, or until its 
concentration ends (as if concentrating on a spell).
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Bite (Snake Form Only). Melee Weapon Attack: +5 to hit, reach 
5 ft., one creature. Hit: 5 (1d4 + 3) piercing damage plus 7 
(2d6) poison damage.

Constrict. Melee Weapon Attack: +5 to hit, reach 5 ft., one 
target. Hit: 10 (2d6 + 3) bludgeoning damage, and the target is 
grappled (escape DC 13). Until this grapple ends, the target is 
restrained, and the yuan-ti can’t constrict another target.

Scimitar (Yuan‑ti Form Only). Melee Weapon Attack: +5 to hit, 
reach 5 ft., one target. Hit: 6 (1d6 + 3) slashing damage.

Longbow (Yuan‑ti Form Only). Ranged Weapon Attack: +4 to 
hit, range 150/600 ft., one target. Hit: 6 (1d8 + 2) piercing 
damage.

Yuan-ti Pureblood
Medium humanoid (yuan-ti), neutral evil

Armor Class 11
Hit Points 40 (9d8)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 11 (+0) 12 (+1) 11 (+0) 13 (+1) 12 (+1) 14 (+2)

Skills Deception +6, Perception +3, Stealth +3
Damage Immunities poison
Condition Immunities poisoned
Senses darkvision 60 ft., passive Perception 13
Languages Abyssal, Common, Draconic
Challenge 1 (200 XP)

Innate Spellcasting. The yuan-ti’s spellcasting ability is 
Charisma (spell save DC 12). The yuan-ti can innately cast the 
following spells, requiring no material components:

At will: animal friendship (snakes only)
3/day each: poison spray, suggestion

Magic Resistance. The yuan-ti has advantage on saving throws 
against spells and other magical efects.

Actions

Multiattack. The yuan-ti makes two melee attacks.

Scimitar. Melee Weapon Attack: +3 to hit, reach 5 ft., one 
target. Hit: 4 (1d6 + 1) slashing damage.

Shortbow. Ranged Weapon Attack: +3 to hit, range 80/320 
ft., one target. Hit: 4 (1d6 + 1) piercing damage plus 7 (2d6) 
poison damage.

Yuan-ti Malison
Medium monstrosity (shapechanger, yuan-ti), neutral evil

Armor Class 12
Hit Points 66 (12d8 + 12)
Speed 30 ft.

 STR DEX CON INT WIS CHA
 16 (+3) 14 (+2) 13 (+1) 14 (+2) 12 (+1) 16 (+3)

Skills Deception +5, Stealth +4
Damage Immunities poison
Condition Immunities poisoned
Senses darkvision 60 ft., passive Perception 11
Languages Abyssal, Common, Draconic
Challenge 3 (700 XP)

Shapechanger. The yuan-ti can use its action to polymorph into 
a Medium snake, or back into its true form. Its statistics are 
the same in each form. Any equipment it is wearing or carrying 
isn’t transformed. It doesn’t change form if it dies.

Innate Spellcasting (Yuan‑ti Form Only). The yuan-ti’s innate 
spellcasting ability is Charisma (spell save DC 13). The yuan-ti 
can innately cast the following spells, requiring no material 
components:

At will: animal friendship (snakes only)
3/day: suggestion

Magic Resistance. The yuan-ti has advantage on saving throws 
against spells and other magical efects.

Malison Type. The yuan-ti has one of the following types:

Type 1: Human body with snake head
Type 2: Human head and body with snakes for arms
Type 3: Human head and upper body with a serpentine lower 

body instead of legs

Actions for Type 1

Multiattack (Yuan‑ti Form Only). The yuan-ti makes two 
ranged attacks or two melee attacks, but can use its bite only 
once.

Bite. Melee Weapon Attack: +5 to hit, reach 5 ft., one creature. 
Hit: 5 (1d4 + 3) piercing damage plus 7 (2d6) poison damage.

Scimitar (Yuan‑ti Form Only). Melee Weapon Attack: +5 to hit, 
reach 5 ft., one target. Hit: 6 (1d6 + 3) slashing damage.

Longbow (Yuan‑ti Form Only). Ranged Weapon Attack: +4 to 
hit, range 150/600 ft., one target. Hit: 6 (1d8 + 2) piercing 
damage plus 7 (2d6) poison damage.

Actions for Type 2

Multiattack (Yuan‑ti Form Only). The yuan-ti makes two bite 
attacks using its snake arms.

Bite. Melee Weapon Attack: +5 to hit, reach 5 ft., one creature. 
Hit: 5 (1d4 + 3) piercing damage plus 7 (2d6) poison damage.

Actions for Type 3

Multiattack (Yuan‑ti Form Only). The yuan-ti makes two 
ranged attacks or two melee attacks, but can constrict only 
once.
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Work in Progress!

This information from the Dungeon Master’s Guide represents 
in-progress versions of the rules in that book. Updated 
information will appear in future versions of the D&D basic 
rules.

Magic Items

This section collects the magic items referenced in 

the Hoard of the Dragon Queen adventure. For the 

rules governing magic item use (including magic item 

distribution, rarity, and attunement), see the D&D basic 

rules.

 For spells referenced by magic items in the adventure 

(including spell scrolls), see the “Spells” section of this 

supplement and the D&D basic rules.

+1 Armor 

Armor (any), rare

While you wear this armor, you have a +1 bonus to AC.

+1 Weapon

Weapon (any), uncommon

You have a +1 bonus to attack rolls and damage rolls for 

attacks you make with this magic weapon.

Arrow-Catching Shield

Armor (shield), rare, requires attunement

While wielding this shield, you have a +1 bonus to AC 

against ranged attacks. In addition, whenever a creature 

makes a ranged weapon attack against a target within 5 

feet of you, you can use a reaction to become the target 

of the attack.

Bag of Holding

Wondrous item, uncommon

This cloth sack, roughly 2 feet in diameter at the mouth 

and 4 feet deep, has an interior space considerably 

larger than its outside dimensions. The bag can hold up 

to 500 pounds, not exceeding a volume of 64 cubic feet. 

The bag weighs 15 pounds, regardless of its contents.

 Placing an object in the bag follows the normal rules 

for interacting with objects. Retrieving an item from the 

bag requires you to use an action.

 The bag has a few limitations. If the bag is overloaded, 

or if a sharp object pierces it or tears it, the bag ruptures 

and is destroyed. If the bag is destroyed, its contents are 

lost forever, although an artifact always turns up again 

somewhere. If the bag is turned inside out, its contents 

spill forth, unharmed, but the bag must be put right 

before it can be used again. If a breathing creature is 

placed within the bag, the creature can survive for up to 

10 minutes, after which time it begins to sufocate.
 Secret. Placing a bag of holding inside a portable 

hole opens a momentary gate to the Astral Plane. Any 

creatures within a 10-foot radius of the gate are drawn 

to the Astral Plane, the gate closes, and the portable 

hole and bag of holding are destroyed.

 If a portable hole is placed into a bag of holding, a 

similar gate appears. However, it leads to a random 

plane of existence.

Bracers of Defense

Wondrous item, rare, requires attunement

While you wear these bracers, you have a +3 bonus to 

your AC while you wear no armor and use no shield.

Dagger of Venom

Weapon (dagger), rare

You have a +1 bonus to attack rolls and damage rolls 

for attacks you make with this magic weapon. If you 

apply poison to the dagger, other than its own poison, its 

saving throw DC increases by 2.

 Once per day, you can use an action to cause thick, 

black poison to coat the blade. The poison remains for 1 

minute or until you hit with an attack using this weapon. 

When you hit a creature with the poisoned dagger, the 

target must make a DC 15 Constitution saving throw. 

On a failed save, the target becomes poisoned for 1 

minute and takes 2d10 poison damage.

Potion of Gaseous Form

Potion, rare

This potion’s container seems to hold fog that moves 

and pours like water.

 When you drink this potion, it casts the gaseous form 

spell on you. The efect lasts for 1 hour or until you take 
a bonus action to end it.

Potion of Healing

Potion, common

This liquid is red, but it briely glimmers with light as it 
is agitated.

 When you drink this potion, you regain 2d4 + 2 hit 

points.

Potion of Greater Healing

Potion, uncommon

With the slightest agitation, this red liquid briely blazes 
with bright light.

 When you drink this potion, you regain 4d4 + 4 hit 

points.

Oil of Etherealness 

Potion, rare

Beads of this cloudy gray oil form on the outside of its 

container and seem to quickly evaporate.

 A dose is enough oil to cover a Medium creature and 

the equipment it wears and carries, which takes 10 

minutes. Once the oil is applied, the afected creature 
travels to the border regions of the Ethereal Plane for 1 

hour.
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Spell Scroll

Scroll, varies

See the “Spells” section of this supplement for 

information on spell scrolls found in the adventure.

Staff of Fire

Staf, very rare, requires attunement
You must be a bard, sorcerer, warlock, or wizard to 
become attuned to this staf.
 While you hold this staf, you have resistance to 
ire damage. In addition, you can use an action to 
expend some of the staf’s 10 charges to cast one of the 
following spells without using any components, using 

your spell save DC: burning hands (1 charge), ireball (3 

charges), or wall of ire (4 charges)

 The staf regains 1d6 + 4 expended charges each day 
at dawn. However, if you expend the last charge, roll a 

d20. On a 1, the staf blackens, crumbles into cinders, 
and is destroyed.
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Blindness/Deafness

2nd-level necromancy

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: 30 feet

Components: V

Duration: 1 minute

You can blind or deafen a foe. Choose one creature that 

you can see within range to make a Constitution saving 

throw. If it fails, the target is either blinded or deafened 

(your choice) for the duration. At the end of each of its 

turns, the target can make a Constitution saving throw. 

On a success, the spell ends.

 At Higher Levels. When you cast this spell using 

a spell slot of 3rd level or higher, you can target one 

additional creature for each slot level above 2nd.

Calm Emotions

2nd-level enchantment

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: 60 feet

Components: V, S

Duration: Concentration, up to 1 minute

You attempt to suppress strong emotions in a group 

of people. Each humanoid in a 20-foot-radius sphere 

centered on a point you choose within range must make 

a Charisma saving throw; a creature can choose to 

fail this saving throw if it wishes. If a creature fails its 

saving throw, choose one of the following two efects.
 You can suppress any efect causing a target to be 
charmed or frightened. When this spell ends, any 

suppressed efect resumes, provided that its duration 
has not expired in the meantime.

 Alternatively, you can make a target indiferent about 
creatures of your choice that it is hostile toward. This 

indiference ends if the target is attacked or harmed by 
a spell or if it witnesses any of its friends being harmed. 

When the spell ends, the creature becomes hostile 

again, unless the DM rules otherwise.

Chromatic Orb

1st-level evocation

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: 90 feet

Components: V, S, M (a diamond worth at least 50 gp)

Duration: Instantaneous

You hurl a 4-inch-diameter sphere of energy at a 

creature that you can see within range. You choose 

acid, cold, ire, lightning, poison, or thunder for the type 
of orb you create, and then make a ranged spell attack 

against the target. If the attack hits, the creature takes 

3d8 damage of the type you chose.

 At Higher Levels. When you cast this spell using a 

spell slot of 2nd level or higher, the damage increases by 

1d8 for each slot level above 1st.

Spells

This section collects the spells referenced in the Hoard 

of the Dragon Queen adventure, excluding those already 

available in the D&D basic rules. This includes spells 

mentioned in monster stat blocks (both in the adventure 

appendix and this supplement) and spells referred to by 

magic items in the adventure. 

 For the rules governing magic and spellcasting, see 

the D&D basic rules or the Player’s Handbook.

Animal Friendship

1st-level enchantment

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: 30 feet

Components: V, S, M (a morsel of food)

Duration: 24 hours

This spell lets you convince a beast that you mean it no 

harm. Choose a beast that you can see within range. 

It must see and hear you. If the beast’s Intelligence is 

4 or higher, the spell fails. Otherwise, the beast must 

succeed on a Wisdom saving throw or be charmed 

by you for the spell’s duration. If you or one of your 

companions harms the target, the spells ends.

 At Higher Levels. When you cast this spell using 

a spell slot of 2nd level or higher, you can afect one 
additional beast for each slot level above 1st.

Antimagic Shell

Where this spell is referenced for possible player use 

in the adventure, see the antimagic ield spell in the 

Player’s Handbook.

Barkskin

2nd-level transmutation

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: Touch

Components: V, S, M (a handful of oak bark)

Duration: Concentration, up to 1 hour

You touch a willing creature. Until the spell ends, the 

target’s skin has a rough, bark-like appearance, and the 

target’s AC can’t be less than 16, regardless of what kind 

of armor it is wearing.

Beast Sense

2nd-level divination (ritual)

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: Touch

Components: S

Duration: Concentration, up to 1 hour

You touch a willing beast. For the duration of the spell, 

you can use your action to see through the beast’s eyes 

and hear what it hears, and continue to do so until 

you use your action to return to your normal senses. 

While perceiving through the beast’s senses, you gain 

the beneits of any special senses possessed by that 
creature, though you are blinded and deafened to your 

own surroundings.
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Counterspell

3rd-level abjuration

Casting Time: 1 reaction, which you take when you see 

a creature within 60 feet of you casting a spell

Range: 60 feet

Components: S

Duration: Instantaneous

You attempt to interrupt a creature in the process of 

casting a spell. If the creature is casting a spell of 3rd 

level or lower, its spell fails and has no efect. If it is 
casting a spell of 4th level or higher, make an ability 

check using your spellcasting ability. The DC equals 10 

+ the spell’s level. On a success, the creature’s spell fails 

and has no efect.
 At Higher Levels. When you cast this spell using a 

spell slot of 4th level or higher, the interrupted spell has 

no efect if its level is less than or equal to the level of the 
spell slot you used.

Daylight

3rd-level evocation

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: 60 feet

Components: V, S

Duration: 1 hour

A 60-foot-radius sphere of light spreads out from a point 

you choose within range. The sphere is bright light and 

sheds dim light for an additional 60 feet.

 If you chose a point on an object you are holding or 

one that isn’t being worn or carried, the light shines 

from the object and moves with it. Completely covering 

the afected object with an opaque object, such as a bowl 
or a helm, blocks the light.

 If any of this spell’s area overlaps with an area of 

darkness created by a spell of 3rd level or lower, the 

spell that created the darkness is dispelled.

Detect Evil and Good

1st-level divination

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: Self

Components: V, S

Duration: Concentration, up to 10 minutes

For the duration, you know if there is an aberration, 

celestial, elemental, fey, iend, or undead within 30 
feet of you, as well as where the creature is located. 

Similarly, you know if there is a place or object within 

30 feet of you that has been magically consecrated or 

desecrated.

 The spell can penetrate most barriers, but it is blocked 

by 1 foot of stone, 1 inch of common metal, a thin sheet 

of lead, or 3 feet of wood or dirt.

Color Spray

1st-level illusion

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: Self (15-foot cone)

Components: V, S, M (a pinch of powder or sand that is 

colored red, yellow, and blue)

Duration: 1 round

A dazzling array of lashing, colored light springs from 
your hand. Roll 6d10; the total is how many hit points 

of creatures this spell can efect. Creatures in a 15-foot 
cone originating from you are afected in ascending 
order of their current hit points (ignoring unconscious 

creatures and creatures that can’t see).

 Starting with the creature that has the lowest current 

hit points, each creature afected by this spell is blinded 
until the spell ends. Subtract each creature’s hit points 

from the total before moving on to the creature with 

the next lowest hit points. A creature’s hit points must 

be equal to or less than the remaining total for that 

creature to be afected.
 At Higher Levels. When you cast this spell using a 

spell slot of 2nd level or higher, roll an additional 2d10 

for each slot level above 1st.

Confusion

4th-level enchantment

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: 90 feet

Components: V, S, M (three nut shells)

Duration: Concentration, up to 1 minute

This spell assaults and twists creatures’ minds, 

spawning delusions and provoking uncontrolled action. 

Each creature in a 10-foot-radius sphere centered on 

a point you choose within range must succeed on a 

Wisdom saving throw when you cast this spell or be 

afected by it.
 An afected target can’t take reactions and must roll 
a d10 at the start of each of its turns to determine its 

behavior for that turn.

d10 Behavior

1 The creature uses all its movement to move in a 

random direction. To determine the direction, roll 

a d8 and assign a direction to each die face. The 

creature doesn’t take an action this turn.

2–6 The creature doesn’t move or take actions this turn.

7–8 The creature uses its action to make a melee attack 

against a randomly determined creature within its 

reach. If there is no creature within its reach, the 

creature does nothing this turn.

9–10 The creature can act and move normally.

 At the end of each of its turns, an afected target can 
make a Wisdom saving throw. If it succeeds, this efect 
ends for that target.

 At Higher Levels. When you cast this spell using a 

spell slot of 5th level or higher, the radius of the sphere 

increases by 5 feet for each slot level above 4th.
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and anyone who touches it would feel nothing or would 

feel your head and hair. If you use this spell to appear 

thinner than you are, the hand of someone who reaches 

out to touch you would bump into you while it was 

seemingly still in midair.

 To discern that you are disguised, a creature can use 

its action to inspect your appearance and must succeed 

on an Intelligence (Investigation) check against your 

spell save DC.

Druidcraft

Transmutation cantrip

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: 30 feet

Components: V, S

Duration: Instantaneous

Whispering to the spirits of nature, you create one of the 

following efects within range:
• You create a tiny, harmless sensory efect that predicts 

what the weather will be at your location for the next 

24 hours. The efect might manifest as a golden orb 
for clear skies, a cloud for rain, falling snowlakes for 
snow, and so on. This efect persists for 1 round.

• You instantly make a lower blossom, a seed pod open, 
or a leaf bud bloom.

• You create an instantaneous, harmless sensory efect, 
such as falling leaves, a puf of wind, the sound of a 
small animal, or the faint odor of skunk. The efect 
must it in a 5-foot cube.

• You instantly light or snuf out a candle, a torch, or a 
small campire.

Entangle

1st-level conjuration

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: 90 feet

Components: V, S

Duration: Concentration, up to 1 minute

Grasping weeds and vines sprout from the ground in a 

20-foot square starting from a point within range. For 

the duration, these plants turn the ground in the area 

into diicult terrain.
 A creature in the area when you cast the spell must 

succeed on a Strength saving throw or be restrained 

by the entangling plants until the spell ends. A creature 

restrained by the plants can use its action to make 

a Strength check against your spell save DC. On a 

success, it frees itself.

 When the spell ends, the conjured plants wilt away.

Evard’s Black Tentacles

4th-level conjuration

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: 90 feet

Components: V, S, M (a piece of tentacle from a giant 

octopus or a giant squid)

Duration: Concentration, up to 1 minute

Squirming, ebony tentacles ill a 20-foot square on 
ground that you can see within range. For the duration, 

Detect Thoughts

2nd-level divination

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: Self

Components: V, S, M (a copper piece)

Duration: Concentration, up to 1 minute

For the duration, you can read the thoughts of certain 

creatures. When you cast the spell and as your action on 

each turn until the spell ends, you can focus your mind 

on any one creature that you can see within 30 feet of 

you. If the creature you choose has an Intelligence of 3 

or lower or doesn’t speak any language, the creature is 

unafected.
 You initially learn the surface thoughts of the 

creature—what is most on its mind in that moment. As 

an action, you can either shift your attention to another 

creature’s thoughts or attempt to probe deeper into the 

same creature’s mind. If you probe deeper, the target 

must make a Wisdom saving throw. If it fails, you gain 

insight into its reasoning (if any), its emotional state, 

and something that looms large in its mind (such as 

something it worries over, loves, or hates). If it succeeds, 

the spell ends. Either way, the target knows that you are 

probing into its mind, and unless you shift your attention 

to another creature’s thoughts, the creature can use 

its action on its turn to make an Intelligence check 

contested by your Intelligence check; if it succeeds, the 

spell ends.

 Questions verbally directed at the target creature 

naturally shape the course of its thoughts, so this spell 

is particularly efective as part of an interrogation.
 You can also use this spell to detect the presence of 

thinking creatures you can’t see. When you cast the 

spell or as your action during the duration, you can 

search for thoughts within 30 feet of you. The spell can 

penetrate barriers, but 2 feet of rock, 2 inches of any 

metal other than lead, or a thin sheet of lead blocks you. 

You can’t detect a creature with an Intelligence of 3 or 

lower or one that doesn’t speak any language.

 Once you detect the presence of a creature in this way, 

you can read its thoughts for the rest of the duration as 

described above, even if you can’t see it, but it must still 

be within range.

Disguise Self

1st-level illusion

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: Self

Components: V, S

Duration: 1 hour

You make yourself—including your clothing, armor, 

weapons, and other belongings on your person—look 

diferent until the spell ends or until you use your action 
to dismiss it. You can seem 1 foot shorter or taller and 

can appear thin, fat, or in between. You can’t change 

your body type, so you must adopt a form that has the 

same basic arrangement of limbs. Otherwise, the extent 

of the illusion is up to you.

 The changes wrought by this spell fail to hold up to 

physical inspection. For example, if you use this spell 

to add a hat to your outit, objects pass through the hat, 
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can’t fall and remains hovering in the air even when 

stunned or otherwise incapacitated.

 While in the form of a misty cloud, the target can’t talk 

or manipulate objects, and any objects it was carrying or 

holding can’t be dropped, used, or otherwise interacted 

with. The target can’t attack or cast spells.

Gust of Wind

2nd-level evocation

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: Self (60-foot line)

Components: V, S, M (a legume seed)

Duration: Concentration, up to 1 minute

A line of strong wind 60 feet long and 10 feet wide 

blasts from you in a direction you choose for the spell’s 

duration. Each creature that starts its turn in the line 

must succeed on a Strength saving throw or be pushed 

15 feet away from you in a direction following the line.

 Any creature in the line must spend 2 feet of 

movement for every 1 foot it moves when moving closer 

to you.

 The gust disperses gas or vapor, and it extinguishes 

candles, torches, and similar unprotected lames in 
the area. It causes protected lames, such as those of 
lanterns, to dance wildly and has a 50 percent chance to 

extinguish them.

 As a bonus action on each of your turns before the 

spell ends, you can change the direction in which the 

line blasts from you.

Insect Plague

5th-level conjuration

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: 300 feet

Components: V, S, M (a few grains of sugar, some 

kernels of grain, and a smear of fat)

Duration: Concentration, up to 10 minutes

Swarming, biting locusts ill a 20-foot-radius sphere 
centered on a point you choose within range. The sphere 

spreads around corners. The sphere remains for the 

duration, and its area is lightly obscured. The sphere’s 

area is diicult terrain.
 When the area appears, each creature in it must 

make a Constitution saving throw. A creature takes 

4d10 piercing damage on a failed save, or half as much 

damage on a successful one. A creature must also make 

this saving throw when it enters the spell’s area for the 

irst time on a turn or ends its turn there.
 At Higher Levels. When you cast this spell using a 

spell slot of 6th level or higher, the damage increases by 

1d10 for each slot level above 5th.

these tentacles turn the ground in the area into diicult 
terrain.

 When a creature enters the afected area for the irst 
time on a turn or starts its turn there, the creature 

must succeed on a Dexterity saving throw or take 3d6 

bludgeoning damage and be restrained by the tentacles 

until the spell ends. A creature that starts its turn in the 

area and is already restrained by the tentacles takes 3d6 

bludgeoning damage.

 A creature restrained by the tentacles can use its 

action to make a Strength or Dexterity check (its choice) 

against your spell save DC. On a success, it frees itself.

Feather Fall

1st-level transmutation

Casting Time: 1 reaction, which you take when you or a 

creature within 60 feet of you falls

Range: 60 feet

Components: V, M (a small feather or piece of down)

Duration: 1 minute

Choose up to ive falling creatures within range. A 
falling creature’s rate of descent slows to 60 feet per 

round until the spell ends. If the creature lands before 

the spell ends, it takes no falling damage and can land 

on its feet, and the spell ends for that creature.

Fog Cloud

1st-level conjuration

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: 120 feet

Components: V, S

Duration: Concentration, up to 1 hour

You create a 20-foot-radius sphere of fog centered on a 

point within range. The sphere spreads around corners, 

and its area is heavily obscured. It lasts for the duration 

or until a wind of moderate or greater speed (at least 10 

miles per hour) disperses it.

 At Higher Levels. When you cast this spell using a 

spell slot of 2nd level or higher, the radius of the fog 

increases by 20 feet for each slot level above 1st.

Gaseous Form

3rd-level transmutation

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: Touch

Components: V, S, M (a bit of gauze and a wisp of 
smoke)

Duration: Concentration, up to 1 hour

You transform a willing creature you touch, along with 

everything it’s wearing and carrying, into a misty cloud 

for the duration. The spell ends if the creature drops to 

0 hit points. An incorporeal creature isn’t afected.
 While in this form, the target’s only method of 

movement is a lying speed of 10 feet. The target can 
enter and occupy the space of another creature. The 

target has resistance to nonmagical damage, and it has 

advantage on Strength, Dexterity, and Constitution 

saving throws. The target can pass through small holes, 

narrow openings, and even mere cracks, though it treats 

liquids as though they were solid surfaces. The target 
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Phantasmal Force

2nd-level illusion

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: 60 feet

Components: V, S, M (a bit of leece)
Duration: Concentration, up to 1 minute

You craft an illusion that takes root in the mind of a 

creature that you can see within range. The target must 

make an Intelligence saving throw. On a failed save, you 

create a phantasmal object, creature, or other visible 

phenomenon of your choice that is no larger than a 

10-foot cube and that is perceivable only to the target 

for the duration. This spell has no efect on undead or 
constructs.

 The phantasm includes sound, temperature, and other 

stimuli, also evident only to the creature.

 The target can use its action to examine the phantasm 

with an Intelligence (Investigation) check against your 

spell save DC. If the check succeeds, the target realizes 
that the phantasm is an illusion, and the spell ends.

 While a target is afected by the spell, the target treats 
the phantasm as if it were real. The target rationalizes 
any illogical outcomes from interacting with the 

phantasm. For example, a target attempting to walk 

across a phantasmal bridge that spans a chasm falls 

once it steps onto the bridge. If the target survives the 

fall, it still believes that the bridge exists and comes up 

with some other explanation for its fall—it was pushed, 

it slipped, or a strong wind might have knocked it of.
 An afected target is so convinced of the phantasm’s 
reality that it can even take damage from the illusion. A 

phantasm created to appear as a creature can attack the 

target. Similarly, a phantasm created to appear as ire, a 
pool of acid, or lava can burn the target. Each round on 

your turn, the phantasm can deal 1d6 psychic damage 

to the target if it is in the phantasm’s area or within 5 

feet of the phantasm, provided that the illusion is of a 

creature or hazard that could logically deal damage, 
such as by attacking. The target perceives the damage 

as a type appropriate to the illusion.

Plant Growth

3rd-level transmutation

Casting Time: 1 action or 8 hours

Range: 150 feet

Components: V, S

Duration: Instantaneous

This spell channels vitality into plants within a speciic 
area. There are two possible uses for the spell, granting 

either immediate or long-term beneits.
 If you cast this spell using 1 action, choose a point 

within range. All normal plants in a 100-foot radius 

centered on that point become thick and overgrown. A 

creature moving through the area must spend 4 feet of 

movement for every 1 foot it moves.

 You can exclude one or more areas of any size within 
the spell’s area from being afected.
 If you cast this spell over 8 hours, you enrich the 

land. All plants in a half-mile radius centered on a point 

within range become enriched for 1 year. The plants 

yield twice the normal amount of food when harvested.

Longstrider

1st-level transmutation

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: Touch

Components: V, S, M (a pinch of dirt)

Duration: 1 hour

You touch a creature. The target’s speed increases by 10 

feet until the spell ends.

 At Higher Levels. When you cast this spell using 

a spell slot of 2nd level or higher, you can target one 

additional creature for each slot level above 1st.

Mirror Image

2nd-level illusion

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: Self

Components: V, S

Duration: 1 minute

Three illusory duplicates of yourself appear in your 

space. Until the spell ends, the duplicates move with 

you and mimic your actions, shifting position so it’s 

impossible to track which image is real. You can use 

your action to dismiss the illusory duplicates.

 Each time a creature targets you with an attack during 

the spell’s duration, roll a d20 to determine whether the 

attack instead targets one of your duplicates.

 If you have three duplicates, you must roll a 6 or 

higher to change the attack’s target to a duplicate. With 

two duplicates, you must roll an 8 or higher. With one 

duplicate, you must roll an 11 or higher.

 A duplicate’s AC equals 10 + your Dexterity modiier. 
If an attack hits a duplicate, the duplicate is destroyed. A 

duplicate can be destroyed only by an attack that hits it. 

It ignores all other damage and efects. The spell ends 
when all three duplicates are destroyed.

 A creature is unafected by this spell if it can’t see, if it 
relies on senses other than sight, such as blindsight, or 

if it can perceive illusions as false, as with truesight.

Mislead

5th-level illusion

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: Self

Components: S

Duration: Concentration, up to 1 hour

You become invisible at the same time that an illusory 

double of you appears where you are standing. The 

double lasts for the duration, but the invisibility ends if 

you attack or cast a spell.

 You can use your action to move your illusory double 

up to twice your speed and make it gesture, speak, and 

behave in whatever way you choose.

 You can see through its eyes and hear through its ears 

as if you were located where it is. On each of your turns 

as a bonus action, you can switch from using its senses 

to using your own, or back again. While you are using its 

senses, you are blinded and deafened in regard to your 

own surroundings.
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spell save DC. If it succeeds, it becomes aware that the 

target is disguised.

Sending

3rd-level evocation

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: Unlimited

Components: V, S, M (a short piece of ine copper wire)
Duration: 1 round

You send a short message of twenty-ive words or 
less to a creature with which you are familiar. The 

creature hears the message in its mind, recognizes 
you as the sender if it knows you, and can answer in a 

like manner immediately. The spell enables creatures 

with Intelligence scores of at least 1 to understand the 

meaning of your message.

 You can send the message across any distance and 

even to other planes of existence, but if the target is on a 

diferent plane than you, there is a 5 percent chance that 
the message doesn’t arrive.

Shatter

2nd-level evocation

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: 60 feet

Components: V, S, M (a chip of mica)

Duration: Instantaneous

A sudden loud ringing noise, painfully intense, erupts 

from a point of your choice within range. Each creature 

in a 10-foot-radius sphere centered on that point must 

make a Constitution saving throw. A creature takes 

3d8 thunder damage on a failed save, or half as much 

damage on a successful one. A creature made of 

inorganic material such as stone, crystal, or metal has 

disadvantage on this saving throw.

 A nonmagical object that isn’t being worn or carried 

also takes the damage if it’s in the spell’s area.

 At Higher Levels. When you cast this spell using a 

spell slot of 3rd level or higher, the damage increases by 

1d8 for each slot level above 2nd.

Sleet Storm

3rd-level conjuration

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: 150 feet

Components: V, S, M (a pinch of dust and a few drops 

of water)

Duration: Concentration, up to 1 minute

Until the spell ends, freezing rain and sleet fall in a 
20-foot-tall cylinder with a 40-foot radius centered on 

a point you choose within range. The area is heavily 

obscured, and exposed lames in the area are doused.
 The ground in the area is covered with slick ice, 

making it diicult terrain. When a creature enters the 
spell’s area for the irst time on a turn or starts its turn 
there, it must make a Dexterity saving throw. On a failed 

save, it falls prone.

 If a creature is concentrating in the spell’s area, the 

creature must make a successful Constitution saving 

throw against your spell save DC or lose concentration.

Poison Cloud

Where this spell is referenced in Pharblex Spattergoo’s 

stat block, see the poison spray spell, below.

Poison Spray

Conjuration cantrip

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: 10 feet

Components: V, S

Duration: Instantaneous

You extend your hand toward a creature you can see 

within range and project a puf of noxious gas from your 
palm. The creature must succeed on a Constitution 

saving throw or take 1d12 poison damage.

 This spell’s damage increases by 1d12 when you reach 

5th level (2d12), 11th level (3d12), and 17th level (4d12).

Scorching Ray

2nd-level evocation

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: 120 feet

Components: V, S

Duration: Instantaneous

You create three rays of ire and hurl them at targets 
within range. You can hurl them at one target or several.

 Make a ranged spell attack for each ray. On a hit, the 

target takes 2d6 ire damage.
 At Higher Levels. When you cast this spell using a 

spell slot of 3rd level or higher, you create one additional 

ray for each slot level above 2nd.

Seeming

5th-level illusion

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: 30 feet

Components: V, S

Duration: 8 hours

This spell allows you to change the appearance of any 

number of creatures that you can see within range. You 

give each target you choose a new, illusory appearance. 

An unwilling target can make a Charisma saving throw, 

and if it succeeds, it is unafected by this spell.
 The spell disguises physical appearance as well as 

clothing, armor, weapons, and equipment. You can make 

each creature seem 1 foot shorter or taller and appear 

thin, fat, or in between. You can’t change a target’s body 

type, so you must choose a form that has the same 

basic arrangement of limbs. Otherwise, the extent of 

the illusion is up to you. The spell lasts for the duration, 

unless you use your action to dismiss it sooner.

 The changes wrought by this spell fail to hold up to 

physical inspection. For example, if you use this spell 

to add a hat to a creature’s outit, objects pass through 
the hat, and anyone who touches it would feel nothing 

or would feel the creature’s head and hair. If you use 

this spell to appear thinner than you are, the hand of 

someone who reaches out to touch you would bump into 

you while it was seemingly still in midair.

 A creature can use its action to inspect a target and 

make an Intelligence (Investigation) check against your 
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Spike Growth

2nd-level transmutation

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: 150 feet

Components: V, S, M (seven sharp thorns or seven 

small twigs, each sharpened to a point)

Duration: Concentration, up to 10 minutes

The ground in a 20-foot radius centered on a point 

within range twists and sprouts hard spikes and thorns. 

The area becomes diicult terrain for the duration. 
When a creature moves into or within the area, it takes 

2d4 piercing damage for every 5 feet it travels.

 The transformation of the ground is camoulaged to 
look natural. Any creature that can’t see the area at the 

time the spell is cast must make a Wisdom (Perception) 

check against your spell save DC to recognize the 
terrain as hazardous before entering it.

Wall of Fire

4th-level evocation

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: 120 feet

Components: V, S, M (a small piece of phosphorus)

Duration: Concentration, up to 1 minute

You create a wall of ire on a solid surface within 
range. You can make the wall up to 60 feet long, 20 

feet high, and 1 foot thick, or a ringed wall up to 20 feet 

in diameter, 20 feet high, and 1 foot thick. The wall is 

opaque and lasts for the duration.

 When the wall appears, each creature within its area 

must make a Dexterity saving throw. On a failed save, a 

creature takes 5d8 ire damage, or half as much damage 
on a successful save.

 One side of the wall, selected by you when you cast 

this spell, deals 5d8 ire damage to each creature that 
ends its turn within 10 feet of that side or inside the 

wall. A creature takes the same damage when it enters 

the wall for the irst time on a turn or ends its turn there. 
The other side of the wall deals no damage.

 At Higher Levels. When you cast this spell using a 

spell slot of 5th level or higher, the damage increases by 

1d8 for each slot level above 4th.

Water Walk

3rd-level transmutation (ritual)

Casting Time: 1 action

Range: 30 feet

Components: V, S, M (a piece of cork)

Duration: 1 hour

This spell grants the ability to move across any liquid 

surface—such as water, acid, mud, snow, quicksand, 

or lava—as if it were harmless solid ground (creatures 

crossing molten lava can still take damage from the 

heat). Up to ten willing creatures you can see within 

range gain this ability for the duration.

 If you target a creature submerged in a liquid, the 

spell carries the target to the surface of the liquid at a 

rate of 60 feet per round.
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